
words in yoruba language

words in yoruba language represent a rich and vibrant aspect of one of Africa’s most widely
spoken languages. Yoruba, with its deep cultural roots and complex tonal system, offers a
fascinating linguistic experience. Understanding the words in Yoruba language is essential not only
for communication but also for appreciating the history, traditions, and worldview of the Yoruba
people. This article explores the structure, common vocabulary, and usage of words in Yoruba
language, providing insight into its phonetics, grammar, and cultural significance. Additionally, it
highlights the influence of Yoruba on various domains such as literature, religion, and daily
communication. The following sections will guide readers through the key features and examples of
Yoruba words, enhancing comprehension and appreciation of this influential West African language.

Overview of the Yoruba Language

Phonetics and Tonal Nature of Yoruba Words

Common Words and Phrases in Yoruba Language

Grammar and Structure of Yoruba Words

Cultural Significance of Yoruba Vocabulary

Applications of Yoruba Words in Modern Contexts

Overview of the Yoruba Language
The Yoruba language is a member of the Niger-Congo language family and is predominantly spoken
in southwestern Nigeria, as well as in parts of Benin, Togo, and communities in the diaspora. It is
one of the largest African languages by number of speakers, with over 30 million native speakers.
The language boasts a rich oral tradition that has been passed down for centuries, encompassing
proverbs, folktales, poetry, and songs, all of which rely heavily on the precise use of words in Yoruba
language. Its vocabulary reflects the culture, environment, and social structure of the Yoruba
people, making it an important subject of linguistic and anthropological study.

Phonetics and Tonal Nature of Yoruba Words
One of the defining characteristics of words in Yoruba language is their tonal nature. Yoruba is a
tonal language with three distinct tones: high, mid, and low. These tones are critical because they
differentiate meanings between words that otherwise have the same sequence of consonants and
vowels. For example, the word àdá (with a low tone on the first syllable and a high tone on the
second) means "machete," whereas ádá (high tone followed by low) means "a gift."



Tonal System Explained
The tonal system in Yoruba is essential for proper pronunciation and comprehension. The tones are
usually indicated in written form by diacritics: an acute accent (´) for high tone, a grave accent (`)
for low tone, and no accent for mid tone. The tones affect not only individual words but also the
intonation of sentences.

Phonetic Components of Yoruba Words
Yoruba words typically consist of combinations of consonants and vowels, with vowels playing a
significant role due to their influence on tone and meaning. There are seven oral vowels and five
nasal vowels, which are phonemically distinct. The consonant system includes typical West African
sounds, with some unique to Yoruba itself.

Common Words and Phrases in Yoruba Language
Familiarity with common words in Yoruba language is fundamental for basic communication and
cultural understanding. These words span greetings, numbers, family terms, and everyday objects.
Yoruba expressions often carry deeper meanings rooted in respect, social hierarchies, and
communal values.

Basic Greetings
Greetings are pivotal in Yoruba culture and language, reflecting politeness and social connection.

Báwo ni? – How are you?

Ẹ káàárọ̀ – Good morning

Ẹ káàsán – Good afternoon

Ẹ kúùrọ̀lẹ́ – Good evening

Ẹ ṣé – Thank you

Numbers in Yoruba
Numbers are integral to daily interaction and commerce. Counting in Yoruba uses a base-20 system,
with unique words for numbers 1 through 10 and compound forms for larger numbers.

Ọ̀kan – One

Èjì – Two



Ẹ̀ta – Three

Ẹ̀rin – Four

Àrún – Five

Family and Relationship Terms
Family terms are vital in Yoruba society, reflecting the importance of kinship.

Ẹbí – Family

Bàbá – Father

Ìyá – Mother

Ọmọ – Child

Àbúrò – Younger sibling

Grammar and Structure of Yoruba Words
The grammar of words in Yoruba language is relatively straightforward compared to many other
languages but is deeply intertwined with tonal and contextual elements. Yoruba is an analytic
language, which means word order and particles determine grammatical relationships rather than
inflections.

Noun and Verb Formation
Yoruba nouns do not inflect for gender or number, but plurality can be indicated by words such as
àwọn preceding the noun. Verbs are generally uninflected; tense and aspect are shown through
auxiliary words or particles.

Sentence Structure
The typical sentence structure in Yoruba is Subject-Verb-Object (SVO). The use of tonal particles and
context is essential to conveying tense, mood, and aspect.



Cultural Significance of Yoruba Vocabulary
Words in Yoruba language carry cultural weight beyond their literal meanings. Proverbs, idiomatic
expressions, and ritualistic language form an integral part of Yoruba communication, often used to
convey wisdom, social norms, and spiritual beliefs.

Proverbs and Their Role
Yoruba proverbs utilize words with layered meanings to teach lessons or provide advice. They are a
cornerstone of Yoruba oral literature and are frequently cited in conversation and storytelling.

Religious and Ritual Terminology
Vocabulary related to Yoruba traditional religion is rich and specific, including names of deities
(Orishas), spiritual concepts, and ceremonial objects. Understanding these words is essential for
engaging with Yoruba spirituality and cultural practices.

Applications of Yoruba Words in Modern Contexts
In contemporary society, words in Yoruba language continue to thrive in various domains such as
media, education, literature, and technology. Efforts to preserve and promote Yoruba involve
integrating its vocabulary into digital platforms and formal education.

Yoruba in Literature and Media
Yoruba language is used extensively in newspapers, radio, television, and literary works, helping
preserve and disseminate its vocabulary. Modern authors and poets draw upon traditional words and
expressions to produce culturally resonant works.

Technology and Language Preservation
Technological advancements have facilitated the documentation and teaching of Yoruba language.
Software, mobile applications, and online resources now include extensive databases of words in
Yoruba language to support learners and native speakers alike.

Language Education
Yoruba is taught in schools in Nigeria and abroad, with curricula focusing on vocabulary, grammar,
and cultural literacy. This educational emphasis ensures the continued vitality and accurate usage of
Yoruba words across generations.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Yoruba word for 'hello'?
The Yoruba word for 'hello' is 'Pẹ̀lẹ́' or 'Báwo'.

How do you say 'thank you' in Yoruba?
You say 'Ẹ ṣé' to express 'thank you' in Yoruba.

What does the Yoruba word 'Àlàáfíà' mean?
'Àlàáfíà' means 'peace' or 'well-being' in Yoruba.

How do you say 'love' in Yoruba?
The word for 'love' in Yoruba is 'Ìfẹ́'.

What is the Yoruba word for 'family'?
The Yoruba word for 'family' is 'Ẹbí'.

How do you say 'friend' in Yoruba?
The word for 'friend' in Yoruba is 'Ọrẹ'.

What does 'Ọmọ' mean in Yoruba?
'Ọmọ' means 'child' or 'kid' in Yoruba.

How do you say 'thank you very much' in Yoruba?
You say 'Ẹ ṣé púpọ̀' to mean 'thank you very much' in Yoruba.

What is the Yoruba word for 'welcome'?
The Yoruba word for 'welcome' is 'Ẹ káàbọ̀'.

How do you say 'good morning' in Yoruba?
You say 'Ẹ káàrọ̀' to greet someone 'good morning' in Yoruba.

Additional Resources
1. Àlàáfíà: The Essence of Peace in Yoruba Culture
This book explores the concept of "Àlàáfíà," meaning peace, within Yoruba traditions and everyday



life. It delves into how peace is cultivated through rituals, proverbs, and social interactions. Readers
gain insight into the spiritual and communal importance of maintaining harmony in Yoruba society.

2. Ìtàn: Yoruba Stories and Oral Traditions
Ìtàn, meaning "story," is the foundation of Yoruba cultural heritage. This collection presents a
variety of folk tales, myths, and legends passed down through generations. The book highlights the
role of storytelling in preserving history, teaching morals, and entertaining communities.

3. Ẹ̀kọ́: Lessons from Yoruba Proverbs
This volume focuses on "Ẹ̀kọ́," which translates to lessons or teachings, encapsulated in Yoruba
proverbs. It offers explanations and interpretations of popular proverbs, illustrating their relevance
in modern life. The book serves as a guide to understanding Yoruba wisdom and ethical values.

4. Orí: The Yoruba Concept of Destiny and Identity
"Orí" means head but symbolizes destiny and spiritual self in Yoruba belief. This book examines the
philosophical and religious significance of Orí, discussing how it shapes individual identity and life
paths. It includes stories and rituals related to honoring one's Orí.

5. Àṣà: Celebrating Yoruba Culture and Traditions
Àṣà refers to culture and customs. This richly illustrated book provides an overview of Yoruba
festivals, dress, music, and social practices. It celebrates the vibrancy and continuity of Yoruba
cultural expressions in contemporary society.

6. Ìyá: The Role of Mothers in Yoruba Society
Ìyá means mother, a central figure in Yoruba families and communities. This book highlights the
influence and responsibilities of Yoruba mothers through history and today. It discusses maternal
wisdom, upbringing, and the spiritual roles mothers play in nurturing future generations.

7. Òrìṣà: The Divine Deities of Yoruba Religion
Òrìṣà are the gods and spirits worshipped in Yoruba religion. This book provides detailed accounts of
major Òrìṣà, their attributes, myths, and rituals associated with them. It offers readers an
understanding of Yoruba spirituality and its impact on culture.

8. Ẹ̀dá: The Yoruba Understanding of Creation and Humanity
Ẹ̀dá means creation or creature. This philosophical work explores Yoruba views on the origin of life,
the cosmos, and human nature. It discusses the interconnectedness of all beings and the moral
responsibilities humans have within the universe.

9. Àjé: The Power of Wealth and Witchcraft in Yoruba Belief
Àjé refers to wealth or sometimes witchcraft and mystical power. This intriguing book investigates
the dual aspects of Àjé in Yoruba thought—the pursuit of prosperity and the fear of spiritual forces.
It examines social attitudes and cultural narratives surrounding this complex concept.
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  words in yoruba language: 1000 Words in Yoruba: First Illustrated 100 Words in Yoruba
Lantern Books, C. O. Odejobi Ph. D., 2015-07-15 Lantern First Illustrated 1000 Words in Yoruba is
put together and translate some selected words in Yoruba into English with the aid of relevant
illustrations for clarity. In addition, the words are alphabetically arranged to guide in its study. The
book is especially intended for children and young adults whose understanding of some Yoruba
words is limited and for those who may have difficulty with the English meaning of the words in
Yoruba language. This, therefore, serves as a basic tool to identify these words they use everyday
without adequate knowledge of their meanings. In essence, the English equivalents of the Yoruba
words are carefully selected to enrich the user's vocabulary. And the accompanying colourful
illustrations are designed to enhance the quality of the book by injecting actions into the words,
which makes them come alive to effectively communicate their intended or implied meanings. The
book is culturally relevant taking consideration of the language problems the users encounter at this
stage of their formative age. It is hoped thus, that First Illustrated 1000 Words in Yoruba will in no
small measure, help in the learning and teaching of the Yoruba Language.
  words in yoruba language: Yoruba Language and Literature Adebisi Afolayan, 1982
  words in yoruba language: Yoruba Culture Kola Abimbola, 2006
  words in yoruba language: Encyclopedia of the Yoruba Toyin Falola, Akintunde Akinyemi,
2016-06-20 “The encyclopedia gives a complex, yet detailed, presentation of the Yorùbá, a dominant
ethnic group in West Africa . . . an invaluable resource.” —Yoruba Studies Review The Yoruba people
today number more than thirty million strong, with significant numbers in the United States,
Nigeria, Europe, and Brazil. This landmark reference work emphasizes Yoruba history, geography
and demography, language and linguistics, literature, philosophy, religion, and art. The 285 entries
include biographies of prominent Yoruba figures, artists, and authors; the histories of political
institutions; and the impact of technology and media, urban living, and contemporary culture on
Yoruba people worldwide. Written by Yoruba experts on all continents, this encyclopedia provides
comprehensive background to the global Yoruba and their distinctive and vibrant history and
culture. “Readers unfamiliar with the Yoruba will find the introduction a concise and valuable
overview of their language and its dialects, recent history, mythology and religion, and diaspora
movements . . . Highly recommended.” —Choice
  words in yoruba language: Words & Meaning in Yoruba Religion Modupe Oduyoye, 1996
  words in yoruba language: The Syntax and Semantics of Yoruba Nominal Expressions Oladiipo
Ajiboye, 2016-12-14 The Landmarks Series is a research and publications outfit funded by the
Landmarks Research Foundation to publish recent outstanding doctoral dissertations on any aspect
of Nigerian linguistics, languages, literatures and cultures. This study is a departer from most
previous work on Yoruba Grammar in the sense that rather than being purely a descriptive
grammar; it attempts to provide a theoretical analysis of the internal and external syntax of Yoruba
nominal expressions using the Chomskyan Principles and Parameters approach to syntax. This
Generative theory attempts to characterize the grammar of all natural languages in terms of a set of
universal principles that all languages share, and a set of parameters along which languages may
vary. The book emphasizes the empirical motivation behind major theoretical proposals in that
framework, and shows how views on the nature of universal grammar and cross-linguistic variation
have developed over the years as a consequence of a massive increase in cross-linguistic syntactic
research.
  words in yoruba language: Ancient Text Messages of the Yoruba Bata Drum Amanda
Villepastour, 2016-12-05 The bata is one of the most important and representative percussion
traditions of the people in southwest Nigeria, and is now learnt and performed around the world. In
Cuba, their own bata tradition derives from the Yoruba bata from Africa yet has had far more
research attention than its African predecessor. Although the bata is one of the oldest known Yoruba
drumming traditions, the drum and its unique language are now unfamiliar to many contemporary
Yoruba people. Amanda Villepastour provides the first academic study of the bata's communication



technology and the elaborate coded spoken language of bata drummers, which they refer to as 'ena
bata'. Villepastour explains how the bata drummers' speech encoding method links into universal
linguistic properties, unknown to the musicians themselves. The analysis draws the direct links
between what is spoken in Yoruba, how Yoruba is transformed in to the coded language (ena), how
ena prescribes the drum strokes and, finally, how listeners (and which listeners) extract linguistic
meaning from what is drummed. The description and analysis of this unique musical system adds
substantially to what is known about bata drumming specifically, Yoruba drumming generally,
speech surrogacy in music and coded systems of speaking. This book will appeal not only to
ethnomusicologists and anthropologists, but also to linguists, drummers and those interested in
African Studies.
  words in yoruba language: The Language Loss of the Indigenous G. N. Devy, Geoffrey V.
Davis, K. K. Chakravarty, 2016-02-26 This volume traces the theme of the loss of language and
culture in numerous post-colonial contexts. It establishes that the aphasia imposed on the
indigenous is but a visible symptom of a deeper malaise — the mismatch between the symbiotic
relation nurtured by the indigenous with their environment and the idea of development put before
them as their future. The essays here show how the cultures and the imaginative expressions of
indigenous communities all over the world are undergoing a phase of rapid depletion. They unravel
the indifference of market forces to diversity and that of the states, unwilling to protect and
safeguard these marginalized communities. This book will be useful to scholars and researchers of
cultural and literary studies, linguistics, sociology and social anthropology, as well as tribal and
indigenous studies.
  words in yoruba language: Surrogate Languages and the Grammar of Language-Based
Music Yoad Winter, Laura McPherson, 2022-04-01
  words in yoruba language: Igbo Culture Reuben Eneze, 2016-01-26 The author presented his
book Igbo Culture in a most convincing way by quoting expert opinions on most of the issues he
discussed in the book. Through his carefully researched work and detailed analysis of facts, he
showed in the book that Igbo youths working hard like their ancestors can reform Igboland into a
new and better civilization by sifting the good aspects of Igbo culture into today's way of life. He
started his book by making a brief reference to the possible migration route of Igbo ancestors from
their earliest settlements in the forest region of Central Africa to their present-day settlement in
Southeastern Nigeria of West Africa. He also made a brief reference to the development of the Igbo
civilization through the period covering the Stone Age and Iron Age civilizations (pages 114). He
painted a clear picture of the cultural background of the community where he was born and brought
up and lived in for more than sixty years before he traveled to the United States of America. He
traced the more than twenty-six generations-deep lineages, beliefs, concepts, customs, and history of
Ihe Shikeaguma in Ntuegbe clan of Enugu State in Southeastern Nigeria as a sample core Igbo
culture community. He also delved into the historical links and social formation of this community,
with emphasis on genealogy, religion, settlement, language, government, law enforcement, defense,
seasons, festivals, and residential structures (pages 1583). He took his readers to Igbo thought on
God, self, family, human life, birth, death, spirit, human mind, and reincarnation (pages 85113). He
clearly documented the cultural products of Igbo thought, which can be seen in the formulation of
Igbo institutions with special reference to marriage, the extended family system, the social status
structure and title system, festivals, informal education, traditional law, community service, religion,
divination, and health-care services (pages 114202). He explained that the symbolism of various
articles and some spoken words in Igbo culture are products of Igbo thought. He referred to ofo
stick, kola nut, alligator pepper, spears, tribal face marks, body paint, white chalk, and the young
palm frond as symbols or instruments of Igbo philosophical expressions and concepts (pages
203214). He showed how Igbo culture and philosophy have been affected by the cultures of Igbo
neighbors in Nigeria and by other foreign cultures with special references to the following: (a)
Ugwuele civilization (a Stone Age culture)1,000,000 BC500,000 BC (b) Nri civilization (a ritualized
kingship system)AD 800AD 1700 (c) Aro civilization (slave trade and colonial era)AD 1700AD 1850



(d) Border civilization (slave trade and colonial era)AD 800AD1900 (e) External civilization (slave
trade and colonial era)AD 1700AD 2000 (pages 215238) The author concluded his work by making
an evaluation of Igbo culture. He carefully examined the oriented values of the Igbo and highlighted
those areas of Igbo culture that should be refurbished and reinfused into Igbo life by the Igbo
themselves in order to transform Igboland into a big theater of modern civilization (pages 239246).
  words in yoruba language: Current Research in African Linguistics Oluseye Adesola, Ọlanikẹ
Ọla Orie, Lendzemo Constantine Yuka, 2015-09-04 Current Research in African Linguistics
recognizes and honors Ọladele Awobuluyi’s contributions to African linguistics. The contributors, an
international group of scholars, represent four generations of African linguists who have been
influenced by Awobuluyi’s work as a scholar and teacher. The papers are organized into three
thematic sections, namely applied linguistics and sociolinguistics; phonology and morphology; and
syntax and semantics and their interfaces. The wide range of topics investigated in this volume will
enhance the reader’s understanding of current issues in the field of African linguistics today. Indeed,
the book marks an important contribution to the expanding work on language documentation and
comparative linguistics by presenting data and linguistic analysis from a number of different African
languages.
  words in yoruba language: The Routledge Companion to Performance-Related Concepts
in Non-European Languages Erika Fischer-Lichte, Torsten Jost, Astrid Schenka, 2024-05-31
Investigating more than 70 key concepts relating to the performing arts in more than six
non-European languages, this volume provides a groundbreaking research tool and one-of-a-kind
reference source for theatre, performance and dance studies worldwide. The Companion features
in-depth explorations of and expert introductions to a select number of performance-related key
concepts in Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Yorùbá as well as the Indian languages Sanskrit,
Hindi and Tamil. Key concepts—such as Furǧa فرجة in Arabic, for example, or Jiadingxing 假定性 in
Chinese, Gei 芸 in Japanese, Ìparadà in Yorùbá and Imyeon 이면 in Korean—that defy easy translation
from one language to another (and especially into English as the world’s lingua franca) and that
reflect culturally specific ways of thinking and talking about the performing arts are thoroughly
examined in in-depth articles. Written by more than 60 distinguished scholars from around the
globe, the articles describe in detail each concept’s dynamic history, its flexible scope of meaning
and current range of usage. The Companion also includes extensive introductions to each language
section, in which internationally renowned experts explain how the presented key concepts are
situated within, and are constitutive of, distinct and dynamic epistemic systems that have different
yet always interlinked histories and orientations. Offers a fascinating insight into the unique
histories, characteristics, and orientations of linguistically and culturally distinct epistemic systems
related to the performative arts Contains extensive cross-references and bibliographies An
invaluable research tool and one-of-a-kind reference source for scholars and students worldwide and
across the humanities, especially in the fields of theatre, performance, dance, translation, area and
cultural studies An accessible handbook for everybody interested in performance cultures and
performance-related knowledge systems existing in the world today. This volume provides an
invaluable research tool and one-of-a-kind reference source for scholars and students worldwide and
across the humanities, especially in the fields of theatre, performance, dance, translation and area
studies, history (of science and the humanities) and cultural studies.
  words in yoruba language: Studies on Indigenous Signed and Spoken Languages in
Africa Emmanuel Asonye, Mary Edward, 2024-04-23 This volume is an important exploration of
Africa’s rich linguistic diversity. The chapters delve into the complexities of linguistic research,
preservation, and cultural understanding, with a regional focus covering indigenous African
languages. It honours often-overlooked sign languages, making it a trailblazing work in its
combination of signed and spoken languages within the African environment. This book is a
must-have for anybody interested in African languages, providing new perspectives on language
preservation, cultural identity, and the lasting spirit of linguistic diversity. The individual chapters
present an invitation to discover, appreciate, and preserve Africa’s indigenous languages. This



volume, intended for linguists, policy makers, and graduate and undergraduate students, presents a
practical approach to deciphering the complexity of indigenous African languages, both signed and
spoken.
  words in yoruba language: Advanced Yoruba Words & Phrases Neo Ancestories, Biola
Emiloluwa, 2024-12-18 Are there people in your life who want to learn the Yoruba language? This is
the perfect dictionary! Included are pages filled with bright and colorful pictures and bilingual labels
to help teach Yoruba words to English speaking children. Parents, teachers, and gift givers will find:
More 1000+ of familiar objects with illustrations and phrases Pictures labeled with the English word
followed by its Yoruba equivalent Phonetic spellings the words Words grouped by themes This
dictionary is a fun way for young English-speaking children to build a basic vocabulary in Yoruba.
It's never too soon to start teaching boys and girls a second language! Perfect for children of all
ages, these references employ stunning illustrations and photographs to bring to life the meanings
of hundreds of essential terms. Filled with beautiful spreads, each pictorially defines many objects,
people, concepts, and actions common to the everyday world of It makes gentle introductions, it is a
great way to introduce the language. The book features, A fun and easy way for young language
students to expand their vocabulary and broaden their knowledge. Elevate and master your
language Ideal for learners of all ages at school or at home, as well as teachers who can use it as a
tool in the classrooms
  words in yoruba language: The Oxford Encyclopedia of African Thought Abiola Irele, 2010
From St. Augustine and early Ethiopian philosophers to the anti-colonialist movements of
Pan-Africanism and Negritude, this encyclopedia offers a comprehensive view of African thought,
covering the intellectual tradition both on the continent in its entirety and throughout the African
Diaspora in the Americas and in Europe. The term African thought has been interpreted in the
broadest sense to embrace all those forms of discourse - philosophy, political thought, religion,
literature, important social movements - that contribute to the formulation of a distinctive vision of
the world determined by or derived from the African experience. The Encyclopedia is a large-scale
work of 350 entries covering major topics involved in the development of African Thought including
historical figures and important social movements, producing a collection that is an essential
resource for teaching, an invaluable companion to independent research, and a solid guide for
further study.
  words in yoruba language: Artificial Intelligence Learning Facilitators Fadi Al-Turjman,
2025-10-28 Artificial Intelligence Learning Facilitators: Creating Smart Education Systems delves
into the various AI-based techniques, such as machine learning and natural language processing,
that can help in automating management tasks such as lecture preparation, students’ performance
evaluation, and predictive performance assessment. It highlights the importance of AI in handling
the increasing learning complexities. The book explores the use of AI-based virtual assistants and
chatbots in enhancing teaching services for students and instructors. It also discusses the potential
of AI in creating personalized and targeted learning experiences. The centerpiece of the book is a
presentation of the learning and teaching system, AI Prof. DUX. The use cases cover such scenarios
as: Question generation for quizzes and exams The development and implementation of lecture
scheduling The lecture notes’ generator Examination platform Lecture video link generation
Classroom chat platform Courses management The book is an exploration of the crucial role of AI as
a game-changer in educational transformation. It emphasizes how AI can positively impact various
aspects of smart education systems.
  words in yoruba language: Language Endangerment Ndimele, Ozo-mekuri, 2016-02-22 This
commemorative volume is the 12th edition in the Nigerian Linguists Festschrift Series devoted to
Professor (Mrs.) Appolonia Uzoaku Okwudishu. The majority of the papers were presented at the
27th Annual Conference of the Linguistic Association of Nigerian (CLAN) which was held at the
Benue State University, Makurdi, Nigeria, and the 26th CLAN which was held at the University of
Ibadan, Nigeria. The title derives from the theme of the 27th CLAN: Language Endangerment:
Globalisation and the Fate of Minority Languages in Nigeria. A large number of the papers address



the major theme of the conference, while the balance address various aspects of Nigerian linguistics,
languages, communication, and literature. Fifty-one papers are included, ranging from
sociolinguistics through applied linguistics to formal areas of linguistics which include phonology,
morphology and syntax of Nigerian languages. Papers on language endangerment and language
revitalisation strategies for safeguarding the vanishing indigenous tongues of Nigeria are the major
focus, and the book serves as important reference material in various aspects of language and
linguistic studies in Nigeria.
  words in yoruba language: Non-Formal Approach to Ethnicity Zacchaeus O. Ogunnika,
2013-11-12 This book, written by one of the foremost researchers in this field, represents one of the
intellectual efforts on the explanation of the inter-ethnic phenomenon. The author went into the
critique of the whole phenomenon and approached his frame of meaning from the actors side. That
is why the book is subtitled The peoples non-formal mechanisms. The author is phenomenological in
his approach and believes that the real meaning of any event should be based on the experience of
the actors. He combined the pessimism of the ethnomethodologists with the realism of the
phenomenologist. The result of this is an essay which is considered as being nearest to the true
situation of inter-ethnic relations in Nigeria more than that of its predecessors. The book therefore
reports the behaviors of Nigerians in actual situations. How different ethnicities pass and behave as
if they are one. The book heavily relied on the W.I Thomas dictum which says that if man defines a
situation as real, they are real in their consequences. The consequences of mutual deception and
strategic interactions mentioned in the book become real as they produce the real tools and
mechanisms for tension management in a multi ethnic society. The author dwells a lot on economic
spheres where he identified for the first time in inter-ethnic relations literature, a phenomenon he
refers to as market groups. This group unlike its counterpart, the economic associations, is informal,
enduring and based on proper inter-ethnic understanding. The market group members declare their
allegiance to the sarki of their commodity who may not necessarily be a member of their ethnic
group. Different ethnic group members were united by the commodity they sold in the market. The
commodity to dictate their interaction style rather than ethnic or primordial emotional attachments.
One cannot do but remember Marxs idea on Fetishism of commodities in the section. Commodities
assume and dominate the social psychology of the individuals and place ethnicity in the secondary
position. The role of modern formal education in forging inter-ethnic unity in Nigeria as reported in
the book is also very illuminating. The unity of curricula and subjecting the students to take the
same West African Senior School Certificate Examination all over Nigeria regardless of the students
state of origin or ethnic orientation contributes to the nipping of the inter-ethnic distrust in the bud.
Another important thing one may think of is the problem of unity schools. To make this more
effective more student exchanges should take place and the numbers of the unity schools should
increase to give the young population an opportunity to practice the non-formal management
mechanisms in their formative years.
  words in yoruba language: Transactions, American Philosophical Society (vol. 13, Part
1, 1865) ,
  words in yoruba language: Transactions of the American Philosophical Society American
Philosophical Society, 1865
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