woodrow wilson bridge history

woodrow wilson bridge history traces the development, construction, and
significance of one of the key transportation links in the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan area. This bridge spans the Potomac River, connecting
Alexandria, Virginia, and Prince George’s County, Maryland, serving as a
vital corridor for commuters and freight traffic. The woodrow wilson bridge
history encompasses its original construction in the 1960s, challenges faced
due to increasing traffic demands, and the major reconstruction project
completed in the 2000s. Understanding the evolution of this bridge reveals
its impact on regional mobility, engineering achievements, and its role in
shaping the area’s infrastructure. This article explores the origins, design,
modernization efforts, and current status of the woodrow wilson bridge. The
following sections provide a detailed overview of its historical context,
construction phases, and operational significance.
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Origins and Early Development

The woodrow wilson bridge history begins in the mid-20th century as regional
planners sought to improve transportation links between Maryland and Virginia
across the Potomac River. Prior to the bridge’s construction, traffic relied
heavily on other crossings such as the 14th Street Bridge and the American
Legion Memorial Bridge. With the expanding suburban populations in Northern
Virginia and Maryland, there was a growing need for additional river
crossings to alleviate congestion and support economic growth.

Named after Woodrow Wilson, the 28th President of the United States, the
bridge was envisioned as part of the larger Capital Beltway system
(Interstate 495) encircling Washington, D.C. The strategic importance of the
bridge was recognized early, as it would serve as a key artery for both local
commuters and interstate travelers.

Planning and Approval Process

Planning for the woodrow wilson bridge began in the 1950s, with federal,



state, and regional transportation agencies collaborating to design a
crossing that could handle increasing traffic volumes. The approval process
involved environmental studies, public hearings, and coordination among
Virginia, Maryland, and the federal government. The bridge was designed to
accommodate both vehicular traffic and river navigation, requiring a movable
span to allow the passage of ships on the Potomac River.

Significance of the Name

The bridge was named in honor of Woodrow Wilson to recognize his
contributions to national unity and leadership during World War I. The choice
reflected a tradition of naming major infrastructure projects after prominent
American presidents, linking the bridge’s importance to the nation’s history
and identity.

Design and Construction of the Original Bridge

The original woodrow wilson bridge was constructed from 1961 to 1964 and
opened to traffic in 1961 as a four-lane drawbridge. It was designed as a
double-1leaf bascule bridge, allowing the central span to lift and provide
clearance for marine traffic on the Potomac River. The bridge’s design
balanced the needs of road transportation and river navigation, making it a
critical piece of infrastructure for the region.

Engineering Features

The bridge’s bascule mechanism was a notable engineering feature, enabling
large vessels to pass through without hindering road traffic for extended
periods. The steel truss design provided the necessary strength and
flexibility, while the movable span was operated by an electric motor system
controlled from a tower on the bridge.

Construction Challenges

Building the original bridge involved overcoming several logistical and
technical challenges, including:

e Managing construction over a navigable river with active commercial
traffic

e Ensuring structural stability while accommodating a movable span
e Coordinating between multiple jurisdictions and agencies

e Minimizing environmental impacts during construction



Despite these challenges, the project was completed on schedule, and the
bridge quickly became a vital link on the Capital Beltway.

Challenges and Traffic Growth

Following its opening, the woodrow wilson bridge experienced steady increases
in traffic volume, reflecting the rapid suburban growth in the Washington
metropolitan area. By the 1980s and 1990s, the original four-lane
configuration was insufficient to handle peak traffic loads, leading to
significant congestion and delays.

Traffic Congestion Issues

As the population and vehicle ownership expanded, the bridge became a
notorious bottleneck on the Capital Beltway. Peak hour delays extended for
miles, affecting commuter traffic and freight movement. The bridge’s limited
capacity and the time required to open the drawbridge for river traffic
further exacerbated congestion problems.

Safety and Structural Concerns

Over time, wear and tear on the aging structure raised concerns about safety
and durability. Maintenance costs increased, and the bridge’s movable
components required frequent repairs and inspections. These factors
underscored the need for a comprehensive solution to upgrade or replace the
bridge to meet future transportation demands.

Reconstruction and Modernization Project

In response to growing traffic and infrastructure challenges, a major
reconstruction and modernization project for the woodrow wilson bridge was
initiated in the late 1990s and completed in the late 2000s. This ambitious
project aimed to replace the original drawbridge with a wider, fixed-span
bridge capable of handling increased traffic volumes and eliminating delays
caused by bridge openings.

Project Scope and Goals

The reconstruction project included:

e Replacing the original four-lane drawbridge with a new twelve-lane
fixed-span bridge

e Improving traffic flow on Interstate 495 and U.S. Route 1 approaches



e Enhancing safety features and structural durability
e Providing pedestrian and bicycle access on designated paths

e Minimizing environmental impacts through advanced engineering and
construction techniques

Engineering and Construction Highlights

The new bridge, completed in 2008, features a continuous steel tied-arch
design that allows for unimpeded marine traffic without the need for a
movable span. This design significantly improves traffic reliability by
eliminating delays related to bridge openings. Construction included complex
staging to maintain traffic flow during replacement and extensive use of
modern materials and technologies to enhance longevity.

Funding and Collaboration

The project was funded through a combination of federal, state, and regional
sources, reflecting a collaborative effort among the Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT), the Maryland State Highway Administration (MDSHA), and
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Public-private partnerships and
innovative financing mechanisms helped manage costs and expedite completion.

Current Role and Impact

Today, the woodrow wilson bridge serves as a critical component of the
Capital Beltway, facilitating the daily movement of hundreds of thousands of
vehicles between Virginia and Maryland. Its expanded capacity and modern
design have alleviated congestion and improved safety, supporting economic
activity and regional connectivity.

Traffic and Transportation Significance

The bridge carries Interstate 95 and Interstate 495 traffic, making it one of
the few crossings that accommodate both interstate and beltway traffic
simultaneously. It supports commuter, commercial, and recreational travel,
reflecting its importance in the national and regional transportation
network.

Environmental and Community Benefits

The bridge’s design and construction incorporated measures to protect the



Potomac River ecosystem and surrounding communities. Pedestrian and bicycle
paths promote alternative transportation modes, contributing to healthier
lifestyles and reduced vehicle emissions.

Ongoing Maintenance and Future Outlook

Regular inspections and maintenance ensure the bridge remains in good
condition, with plans for continued monitoring to address emerging needs. The
woodrow wilson bridge history demonstrates a commitment to evolving
infrastructure to meet changing demands, positioning it to serve the region
well into the future.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Woodrow Wilson Bridge originally
opened?

The Woodrow Wilson Bridge originally opened in 1961 as a major crossing over
the Potomac River, connecting Virginia and Maryland.

Why is the Woodrow Wilson Bridge historically
significant?

The Woodrow Wilson Bridge is historically significant because it is the only
bridge across the Potomac River that carries Interstate 95 and Interstate

495, linking the northern and southern United States and facilitating major
regional traffic.

Who was the Woodrow Wilson Bridge named after?

The Woodrow Wilson Bridge was named after Woodrow Wilson, the 28th President
of the United States, who was born in Virginia.

What major reconstruction did the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge undergo?

Between 1999 and 2008, the Woodrow Wilson Bridge underwent a major
reconstruction project that replaced the original drawbridge with a wider,
more modern bridge to accommodate increased traffic and improve safety.

How did the Woodrow Wilson Bridge impact regional
transportation?

The Woodrow Wilson Bridge significantly improved regional transportation by



providing a critical connection for commuters and freight between Virginia
and Maryland, reducing congestion on other Potomac River crossings.

What challenges were faced during the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge replacement project?

Challenges during the Woodrow Wilson Bridge replacement included maintaining
traffic flow during construction, environmental concerns related to the
Potomac River, and coordinating between multiple state and federal agencies.

Is the Woodrow Wilson Bridge a drawbridge, and why?

The original Woodrow Wilson Bridge was a drawbridge to allow river traffic to
pass through the Potomac River. The new replacement bridge maintains a high
clearance to reduce the need for openings, improving traffic flow.

Additional Resources

1. The Woodrow Wilson Bridge: A Historical Overview

This book offers a comprehensive history of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge,
tracing its conception, design, and construction. It explores the bridge’s
role in connecting Virginia and Maryland and its impact on regional
transportation. Rich with archival photos and engineering insights, it is an
essential read for history and infrastructure enthusiasts.

2. Bridging the Potomac: The Story of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge

Delving into the challenges and triumphs of building the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge, this book highlights the political, economic, and social factors
involved. It details the bridge’s importance in the development of the
Washington metropolitan area and includes interviews with key figures in its
history.

3. Engineering the Woodrow Wilson Bridge: Innovation Over the Potomac
Focusing on the technical aspects, this volume covers the engineering feats
that made the Woodrow Wilson Bridge a landmark structure. It examines the
bridge’s unique design features and the innovative construction techniques
used to address environmental and logistical challenges.

4. The Woodrow Wilson Bridge Expansion: A Modern Infrastructure Marvel
This book documents the recent expansion and modernization of the Woodrow
Wilson Bridge, explaining how the project addressed increasing traffic
demands. It provides insights into the planning process, environmental
considerations, and the bridge’s role in regional growth.

5. Crossing Boundaries: The Cultural Significance of the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge

Exploring beyond engineering, this book investigates the cultural and social
impact of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge on the communities it connects. It
discusses how the bridge has influenced local identities, economies, and the



broader Washington, D.C. metropolitan region.

6. The Politics of Infrastructure: The Woodrow Wilson Bridge Case Study
This title examines the political debates and decision-making processes
surrounding the planning and construction of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. It
offers a detailed look at how federal, state, and local governments
collaborated and conflicted over this critical infrastructure project.

7. Potomac Crossings: Bridges and Their Stories

While covering multiple bridges over the Potomac River, this book includes a
detailed chapter on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. It places the bridge within
the broader context of regional transportation history and highlights its
unique contributions.

8. From Idea to Icon: The Making of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge

This narrative traces the origins of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge from initial
proposals through decades of planning and construction. It emphasizes the
visionaries behind the project and the evolving needs of the Washington
metropolitan area.

9. Transportation and Transformation: The Woodrow Wilson Bridge and Regional
Growth

Focusing on the broader implications, this book analyzes how the Woodrow
Wilson Bridge has influenced economic development and urban growth in the
region. It combines historical data with contemporary analysis to show the
bridge’s lasting impact on transportation and land use.
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woodrow wilson bridge history: Hidden History of Northern Virginia Charles A. Mills,
2010-02-19 Had General George Washington lived anywhere other than Mount Vernon, Virginia,
Washington, D.C., might not exist. In this exciting collection of hidden tales from Northern Virginia,
author Charles Mills highlights the important role that this region played in our nation's history from
colonial to modern times. Read about the Rebel blockade of the Potomac River, the imprisonment of
German POWs at super-secret Fort Hunt during World War II and the building of the Pentagon on
the same site and in the same configuration as Civil War, era Fort Runyon. Meet Annandale's bunny
man, ? who inspired one of the country's wildest and scariest urban legends; learn about the slaves
in Alexandria's notorious slave pens; and witness suffragists being dragged from the White House
lawn and imprisoned in the Occoquan workhouse. Mills masterfully relates these and other colorful
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tales of the people and events that left their imprints on Northern Virginia and the nation.

woodrow wilson bridge history: Woodrow Wilson Edwin A. Weinstein, 2014-07-14
Throughout this narrative the author combines the historical material with an expert understanding
of Wilson's ailments to point out ways in which the state of his health changed the course of national
and international events. Originally published in 1981. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest
print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of
these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in
the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

woodrow wilson bridge history: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress,
2013

woodrow wilson bridge history: The Routledge Handbook of American Military and
Diplomatic History Christos Frentzos, Antonio Thompson, 2013-08-29 The Routledge Handbook of
U.S. Military and Diplomatic History provides a comprehensive analysis of the major events,
conflicts, and personalities that have defined and shaped the military history of the United States in
the modern period. Each chapter begins with a brief introductory essay that provides context for the
topical essays that follow by providing a concise narrative of the period, highlighting some of the
scholarly debates and interpretive schools of thought as well as the current state of the academic
field. Starting after the Civil War, the chapters chronicle America's rise toward empire, first at home
and then overseas, culminating in September 11, 2001 and the War on Terror. With authoritative
and vividly written chapters by both leading scholars and new talent, maps and illustrations, and
lists of further readings, this state-of-the-field handbook will be a go-to reference for every American
history scholar's bookshelf.

woodrow wilson bridge history: Routledge Library Editions: Education Mini-Set H History of
Education 24 vol set Various, 2021-07-14 Mini-set H: History of Education re-issues 24 volumes
which span a century of publishing:1900 - 1995. The volumes cover Education in Ancient Rome, Irish
education in the 19th century, schools in Victorian Britain, changing patterns in higher education,
secondary education in post-war Britain, education and the British colonial experience and the
history of educational theory and reform.

woodrow wilson bridge history: How Myth Became History John Emory Dean, 2016-03-17
The book explores how border subjects have been created and disputed in cultural narratives of the
Texas-Mexico border, comparing and analyzing Mexican, Mexican American, and Anglo literary
representations of the border--Provided by publisher.

woodrow wilson bridge history: World War II, Film, and History John Whiteclay Chambers
II, David Culbert, 1996-10-10 The immediacy and perceived truth of the visual image, as well as film
and television's ability to propel viewers back into the past, place the genre of the historical film in a
special category. War films--including antiwar films--have established the prevailing public image of
war in the twentieth century. For American audiences, the dominant image of trench warfare in
World War I has been provided by feature films such as All Quiet on the Western Front and Paths of
Glory. The image of combat in the Second World War has been shaped by films like Sands of Iwo
Jima and The Longest Day. And despite claims for the alleged impact of widespread television
coverage of the Vietnam War, it is actually films such as Apocalypse Now and Platoon which have
provided the most powerful images of what is seen as the reality of that much disputed conflict. But
to what degree does history written with lightning, as Woodrow Wilson allegedly said, represent the
reality of the past? To what extent is visual history an oversimplification, or even a distortion of the
past? Exploring the relationship between moving images and the society and culture in which they
were produced and received, World War II, Film, and History addresses the power these images
have had in determining our perception and memories of war. Examining how the public memory of
war in the twentieth century has often been created more by a manufactured past than a
remembered one, a leading group of historians discusses films dating from the early 1930s through




the early 1990s, created by filmmakers the world over, from the United States and Germany to Japan
and the former Soviet Union. For example, Freda Freiberg explains how the inter-racial
melodramatic Japanese feature film China Nights, in which a manly and protective Japanese naval
officer falls in love with a beautiful young Chinese street waif and molds her into a cultured,
submissive wife, proved enormously popular with wartime Japanese and helped justify the invasion
of China in the minds of many Japanese viewers. Peter Paret assesses the historical accuracy of
Kolberg as a depiction of an unsuccessful siege of that German city by a French Army in 1807, and
explores how the film, released by Hitler's regime in January 1945, explicitly called for civilian
sacrifice and last-ditch resistance. Stephen Ambrose contrasts what we know about the historical
reality of the Allied D-Day landings in Normandy on June 6, 1944, with the 1962 release of The
Longest Day, in which the major climactic moment in the film never happened at Normandy. Alice
Kessler-Harris examines The Life and Times of Rosie the Riveter, a 1982 film documentary about
women defense workers on the American home front in World War II, emphasizing the degree to
which the documentary's engaging main characters and its message of the need for fair and equal
treatment for women resonates with many contemporary viewers. And Clement Alexander Price
contrasts Men of Bronze, William Miles's fine documentary about black American soldiers who
fought in France in World War I, with Liberators, the controversial documentary by Miles and Nina
Rosenblum which incorrectly claimed that African-American troops liberated Holocaust survivors at
Dachau in World War II. In today's visually-oriented world, powerful images, even images of images,
are circulated in an eternal cycle, gaining increased acceptance through repetition. History becomes
an endless loop, in which repeated images validate and reconfirm each other. Based on archival
materials, many of which have become only recently available, World War II, Film, and History offers
an informative and a disturbing look at the complex relationship between national myths and filmic
memory, as well as the dangers of visual images being transformed into reality.

woodrow wilson bridge history: The President Woodrow Wilson House Elizabeth A.
Karcher, 2024-05-20 The timeless home of our 28th president, perfectly preserved from the 1920s,
serves as an unforgettable backdrop for learning about our past as Americans. The Trust opened the
doors of the museum in 1963 for visitors to explore this significant site with over 8,400 one-of-a-kind
historic artifacts. The book boasts a treasure trove of images from the Trust museum's archives,
offering a visually stunning journey through history. On March 4, 1921, Woodrow and Edith Wilson
moved from the White House into their new home - just a mile and a half away - at 2340 S Street NW
in Washington, DC's Kalorma neighborhood. The former president lived here until his death in 1924.
Edith called it home until her passing in 1961, at which time she bequeathed the house and its
furnishing to the National Trust for Historic Preservation to serve as a monument to President
Wilson. A century after Woodrow Wilson left office, his policies and legacy continue to animate our
national conversations about American foreign policy, race relations, and the meanings of
progressivism and democracy. The President Woodrow Wilson House's executive director, Elizabeth
A. Karcher, presents a meticulously researched and engaging narrative that illuminates the house's
evolution from private residence to a dynamic cultural institution. The National Trust for Historic
Preservation, a private, nonprofit organization that works to save America's historic places, owns
and operates the Woodrow Wilson House.

woodrow wilson bridge history: Geotechnical Engineering Jean-Louis Briaud, 2023-07-11
GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING While there are many textbooks on the market that cover
geotechnical engineering basics, Geotechnical Engineering is unique in that it is the only textbook
available that is rooted within the three phase unsaturated soil mechanics framework. Written by
world-renowned, award-winning geotechnical engineering expert Dr. Jean-Louis Briaud, this Second
Edition offers the most comprehensive coverage of geotechnical engineering topics on the market,
from theory to real-world application. In addition to many updates and revisions, a major chapter has
been added, covering 22 geo-engineering case histories. They are: Washington Monument (shallow
mat foundation) Rissa Landslide (slope stability) Seattle 46 M-High MSE Wall (retaining wall) The
New Orleans Charity Hospital Foundation (deep foundation) The Eurotunnel Linking France and



England (tunnel) The Teton Dam (earth dam erosion) The Woodrow Wilson Bridge (bridge scour)
San Jacinto Monument (shallow mat foundation) Pointe du Hoc Cliffs (rock erosion) The Tower of
PISA (shallow foundation) The Transcona Silo (shallow foundation) The Saint John River Bridge
Abutment (slope stability) Foundation of Briaud’s House (shrink swell soils) The Eiffel Tower (deep
foundation) St. Isaac Cathedral (mat foundation) National Geotechnical Experimentation Sites at
Texas A&M University (full scale infrastructure tests) The 827 M-High Burj Khalifa Tower
Foundation (combined pile raft foundation) New Orleans Levees and Katrina Hurricane (overtopping
erosion) Three Gorges Dam (concrete dam) The Kansai International Airport (earth fill in the sea)
The Panama Canal (excavated slopes) The Nice Airport Slope Failure (slope stability) From site
investigation and geophysics to earthquake engineering and deep foundations, Geotechnical
Engineering is an ideal resource for upper-level undergraduate and graduate courses, as well as
practicing professionals in geotechnical engineering and soil mechanics.

woodrow wilson bridge history: Public Roads , 2003

woodrow wilson bridge history: Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century, 1998
The contents are presented in five sections, followed by an Authorization Table indicating the
amounts, in millions of dollars, allocated to the different programs. The first section, Investing in
Our Future, discusses funding level, highway funding equity, the Highway Trust Fund, and other
revenue provisions. The next section, Improving Safety, discusses funding for driver and vehicle
safety programs, infrastructure safety, motor carrier safety, recreational boating safety, and one-call
notification (to reduce unintentional damage to underground facilities). The third section, Rebuilding
America's Infrastructure, discusses TEA-21 provisions for Disadvantaged Business Enterprises,
highway construction programs, transit programs, rail programs, and special programs such as
Welfare to Work, the Appalachian Development Highway System, Ferry Boats, National Historic
Covered Bridge Preservation, and the Woodrow Wilson Memorial Bridge. The fourth section,
Protecting Our Environment, discusses TEA-21 provisions for congestion mitigation and air quality
improvement, transportation enhancements, bicycle transportation and pedestrian walkways, the
recreational trails program, the National Scenic Byways Program, the Transportation and
Community and System Preservation Pilot, planning, streamlining, and ozone and particulate matter
standards. The final section, Advancing Research and Technology, addresses TEA-21 provisions for
research and technology and Intelligent Transportation Systems.

woodrow wilson bridge history: The American Historical Register , 1897

woodrow wilson bridge history: Guidance for Cost Estimation and Management for
Highway Projects During Planning, Programming, and Preconstruction Stuart D. Anderson,
Keith Robert Molenaar, Cliff J. Schexnayder, National Cooperative Highway Research Program,
2007

woodrow wilson bridge history: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress. Cataloging Policy and Support Office, 2009

woodrow wilson bridge history: The Third Century Mark T. Gilderhus, David C. LaFevor,
Michael J. LaRosa, 2017-01-05 This text focuses on U.S. relations with Latin America from the
advent of the New Diplomacy late in the nineteenth century to the present. Providing a balanced
perspective, it presents both the United States’ view that the Western Hemisphere needed to unite
under a common democratic, capitalistic society and the Latin American countries’ response to U.S.
attempts to impose these goals on its southern neighbors. The authors examine the reciprocal
interactions between the two regions, each with distinctive purposes, outlooks, interests, and
cultures. They also place U.S.-Latin American relations within the larger global political and
economic context.

woodrow wilson bridge history: Historical Dictionary of the Cold War Joseph Smith,
Simon Davis, 2017-03-15 “Cold war” was a term coined in 1945 by left-leaning British writer George
Orwell to predict how powers made unconquerable by having nuclear weapons would conduct future
relations. It was popularized in 1947 by American journalist Walter Lippmann amid mounting
tensions between the erstwhile World War II Allies - the capitalist democracies - the United States of



America and Britain - versus the Soviet Union, a communist dictatorship. As the grand alliance of the
“Big Three” they had defeated Nazi Germany, its satellites and Japan in World War II but became
rivals who split the world into an American-led Western “bloc” and Soviet-led Eastern “bloc.” Both
were secured from direct attack by arraying ever-greater nuclear and conventional forces against
the other while seeking global supremacy by other means. The 45-year Cold War lasted until the
Soviet Union collapsed between 1989 and 1991. This second edition of Historical Dictionary of the
Cold War contains a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary
section has over 400 cross-referenced entries on important personalities, crucial countries and
peripheral conflicts, the increasingly lethal weapons systems, and the various political and military
strategies. This book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know
more about this crucial period in history.

woodrow wilson bridge history: History The Teacher Frederick Gould, 2012-05-16 Organized
chronologically this volume examines education in England in the early twentieth century by
discussing education through the ages, from pre-history to 1919. The author’s proposals were
radical at the time of original education, although they embrace concepts which are now taken for
granted in schools: that education of the whole person is vital; that the arts should enjoy equal
prominence with the sciences; that schools are communities and that the educational experience will
be richer for individuals if they work as and for a community.

woodrow wilson bridge history: Lithic Technology in the Middle Potomac River Valley of
Maryland and Virginia Wm. Jack Hranicky, 2012-12-06 The archaeological focus on a single
geographical area offers an opportunity to present projectile point typology as a microtechnology
even though some of the types have widespread distributions. The area of the Middle Potomac River
Valley presents a physical artefact collection for a view of prehistory. This volume, which includes
several hundred images of the investigation, artefacts and archaeological research compiled and
recorded from over 30 years of work in the area, includes: -an overview of the Middle Potomac River
Valley archaeology including the peoples and sites; -new data and interpretations for the lithic
technology of the area; and -classification and typology of artefacts including the usage of projectile
point, axe, celt, drill, and knife implements. This work will be of great interest to prehistory
archaeologists, especially those working in the Middle Atlantic region of the United States.

woodrow wilson bridge history: Traces and Memories of Slavery in the Atlantic World
Lawrence Aje, Nicolas Gachon, 2019-06-28 Traces and Memories deals with the foundation,
mechanisms and scope of slavery-related memorial processes, interrogating how descendants of
enslaved populations reconstruct the history of their ancestors when transatlantic slavery is one of
the variables of the memorial process. While memory studies mark a shift from concern with
historical knowledge of events to that of memory, the book seeks to bridge the memorial
representations of historical events with the production and knowledge of those events. The book
offers a methodological and epistemological reflection on the challenges that are raised by archival
limitations in relation to slavery and how they can be overcome. It covers topics such as the
historical and memorial legacy/ies of slavery, the memorialization of slavery, the canonization and
patrimonialization of the memory of slavery, the places and conditions of the production of
knowledge on slavery and its circulation, the heritage of slavery and the (re)construction of
(collective) identity. By offering fresh perspectives on how slavery-related sites of memory have been
retrospectively (re)framed or (re)shaped, the book probes the constraints which determine the
inscription of this contentious memory in the public sphere. The volume will serve as a valuable
resource in the area of slavery, memory, and Atlantic studies.
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