
wood burning fireplace construction

wood burning fireplace construction is a specialized process that combines both craftsmanship and

technical knowledge to create efficient, safe, and aesthetically pleasing fireplaces. This article explores

the critical aspects of constructing a wood burning fireplace, including design principles, materials

selection, safety standards, and installation techniques. Understanding the fundamentals of chimney

design, firebox structure, and ventilation ensures optimal performance and longevity. Additionally,

insight into building codes and environmental considerations plays a vital role in responsible

construction. Whether for new construction or remodeling, mastering these elements is essential for

anyone involved in wood burning fireplace construction. This comprehensive guide will provide detailed

information on every stage of the process, facilitating successful projects from planning through

completion.
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Design Considerations for Wood Burning Fireplaces

Design plays a pivotal role in the functionality and visual appeal of wood burning fireplaces. Proper

planning ensures the fireplace integrates well with the room's architecture while meeting performance



expectations. Key design elements include the size and shape of the firebox, chimney height, and the

placement within the building.

Fireplace Location and Room Integration

The location of the fireplace affects heat distribution and room ambiance. Central placement can

improve heat circulation, while corner installations may save space. Consideration of nearby

combustible materials and traffic flow is essential to ensure safety and convenience.

Firebox Dimensions and Shape

The firebox is the core combustion chamber where wood burns. Its dimensions must accommodate the

intended fire size while promoting efficient airflow and combustion. Typically, fireboxes are designed

with a depth of 20 to 24 inches and a width proportional to the room size. The shape, often

rectangular or trapezoidal, influences heat radiation and smoke control.

Chimney Design and Draft

A properly designed chimney is critical to maintaining adequate draft, which removes smoke and

gases safely. The chimney height, diameter, and flue lining material all impact draft efficiency.

Generally, the chimney should extend at least 3 feet above the roof and 2 feet higher than any

structure within 10 feet to ensure optimal airflow.

Materials and Components

Selecting the right materials and components is fundamental to wood burning fireplace construction.

The choice determines durability, safety, and compliance with standards. Common materials include

firebrick, refractory cement, steel, and masonry units designed for high temperatures.



Firebrick and Refractory Materials

Firebrick is specifically manufactured to withstand intense heat and thermal cycling. It lines the firebox

and helps retain heat, improving combustion efficiency. Refractory mortar or cement is used to bond

firebricks, ensuring a stable and heat-resistant structure.

Masonry and Structural Elements

Masonry fireplaces are typically constructed from brick or stone. These materials provide structural

stability and a classic aesthetic. Concrete blocks may form the foundation, but the visible portions

should be finished with heat-resistant materials to prevent damage.

Metal Components and Accessories

Steel elements such as smoke chambers, damper assemblies, and chimney liners contribute to

improved safety and functionality. Dampers control airflow and combustion rate, while chimney liners

protect masonry from corrosive byproducts.

Construction Process

The construction of a wood burning fireplace follows a methodical sequence to ensure safety and

performance. This process involves foundation preparation, firebox assembly, chimney building, and

finishing touches.

Foundation and Base Preparation

A solid, level foundation is essential to support the heavy masonry structure. Typically, a reinforced

concrete slab is poured below grade to prevent settling and cracking. The base must be insulated from

combustible flooring materials.



Firebox Assembly

The firebox is assembled using firebrick and refractory mortar according to the precise dimensions

specified in the design. Special attention is given to the throat area, where the firebox transitions to the

smoke chamber, to prevent smoke spillage and ensure proper draft.

Chimney Construction

Chimney construction involves stacking masonry units or installing prefabricated metal flues according

to local codes. The flue size must correspond with the firebox dimensions to maintain effective draft.

Flashing and waterproofing at roof penetrations protect the structure from water damage.

Finishing and Aesthetic Details

After structural completion, finishing materials such as stone veneers, mantels, and hearths are

installed to enhance the fireplace's visual appeal. These elements also serve functional purposes, such

as protecting surrounding surfaces from heat.

Safety and Building Codes

Compliance with safety regulations and building codes is mandatory in wood burning fireplace

construction. These rules govern clearances, materials, chimney design, and installation practices to

minimize fire hazards and ensure occupant safety.

Clearance Requirements

Fireplaces must maintain specified clearances from combustible materials, including walls, flooring, and

mantels. These distances vary depending on local codes but typically require at least 12 inches of

noncombustible material around the firebox opening.



Ventilation and Air Supply

Proper ventilation is necessary to supply combustion air and prevent the buildup of dangerous gases.

Some designs incorporate dedicated air ducts or vents to provide outside air directly to the firebox,

improving efficiency and indoor air quality.

Inspection and Certification

After construction, fireplaces should be inspected by qualified professionals to confirm adherence to

codes and standards. Certifications may be required for insurance and resale purposes, ensuring the

installation is both legal and safe.

Maintenance and Longevity

Regular maintenance extends the lifespan of wood burning fireplaces and maintains safe operation.

Routine inspections, cleaning, and repairs prevent deterioration and hazards such as chimney fires

and carbon monoxide leaks.

Chimney Cleaning and Inspection

Creosote buildup inside the chimney is a common cause of chimney fires. Annual cleaning by certified

chimney sweeps removes deposits and checks for structural damage or blockages. Inspections also

evaluate flue liners and dampers for wear.

Firebox and Hearth Upkeep

The firebox should be inspected for cracked or damaged firebrick and mortar joints. Repairs using

refractory materials help maintain heat containment and structural integrity. Hearth surfaces must

remain intact to protect floors from sparks and embers.



Upgrades and Improvements

Modernizing older wood burning fireplaces with improved dampers, glass doors, or chimney liners can

enhance efficiency and safety. These upgrades reduce heat loss and emissions while making the

fireplace easier to use and maintain.

Annual chimney inspection and cleaning

Regular firebox and hearth repairs

Monitoring and upgrading ventilation systems

Ensuring compliance with evolving safety codes

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the essential components of a wood burning fireplace

construction?

The essential components include the firebox, chimney, damper, hearth, mantel, and flue. The firebox

contains the fire, the chimney vents smoke outside, the damper controls airflow, the hearth protects

the floor, and the mantel serves as a decorative element.

What materials are best suited for building a wood burning fireplace?

Fire-resistant materials such as firebrick for the firebox, concrete or stone for the hearth, and metal or

clay for the flue liner are best suited. Masonry materials like brick or natural stone are commonly used

for the outer structure.



How important is proper chimney construction in a wood burning

fireplace?

Proper chimney construction is crucial to ensure efficient smoke ventilation, prevent creosote buildup,

and reduce the risk of chimney fires. It must be properly sized, insulated, and lined to maintain safety

and performance.

What safety considerations should be taken into account during

fireplace construction?

Safety considerations include using non-combustible materials around the firebox, ensuring adequate

clearance from combustible materials, installing a proper chimney cap, and including a damper to

control airflow and prevent smoke backdrafts.

Can a wood burning fireplace be built indoors and outdoors?

Yes, wood burning fireplaces can be built both indoors and outdoors. Indoor fireplaces require more

stringent ventilation and safety measures, while outdoor fireplaces offer more flexibility in design but

still need proper construction for safety and durability.

How does the size of the firebox affect fireplace performance?

The size of the firebox affects heat output and efficiency. A firebox that is too large may waste heat

and consume more wood, while one that is too small may not produce enough heat. Proper sizing

based on room size and heating needs is essential.

What are the common maintenance requirements for a wood burning

fireplace?

Common maintenance includes regular chimney cleaning to remove creosote buildup, inspecting and

repairing the firebox and chimney structure, checking the damper functionality, and ensuring the hearth

and surrounding areas are free of combustible debris.



Additional Resources

1. The Art of Wood-Burning Fireplace Construction

This comprehensive guide covers the fundamentals of building wood-burning fireplaces from start to

finish. It includes detailed instructions on design, materials selection, and safety considerations.

Whether you're a beginner or an experienced builder, this book offers practical advice to create

efficient and beautiful fireplaces.

2. Fireplace Masonry: Building and Repairing Wood-Burning Fireplaces

Focused on the masonry aspect, this book delves into bricklaying, stonework, and mortar techniques

crucial for durable fireplace construction. It also covers common repair methods to extend the lifespan

of existing wood-burning fireplaces. Illustrated with step-by-step photos, it is ideal for DIY enthusiasts

and professionals alike.

3. Efficient Wood Burning Fireplaces: Design and Construction

This title emphasizes energy efficiency and environmental impact, guiding readers on how to design

wood-burning fireplaces that maximize heat output while minimizing emissions. It includes tips on

proper chimney design, firebox dimensions, and insulation. The book is perfect for those interested in

sustainable home heating solutions.

4. DIY Wood Fireplace Building: A Step-by-Step Manual

A hands-on manual that walks readers through each phase of constructing a wood-burning fireplace. It

breaks down complex processes into manageable steps, making it accessible for homeowners wanting

to build their own fireplaces. Safety tips and maintenance advice ensure the longevity of your project.

5. Wood-Burning Fireplaces: Materials, Tools, and Techniques

This book provides an in-depth look at the materials and tools necessary for building wood-burning

fireplaces. It explains the properties of different bricks, stones, and mortars, as well as the tools

required for masonry and assembly. The book also explores various construction techniques to suit

different architectural styles.

6. The Complete Guide to Chimney and Fireplace Construction



Covering both chimneys and fireplaces, this guide addresses the integration of these components for

optimal wood burning performance. It discusses venting, draft control, and code compliance to ensure

safe and efficient operation. Readers will find valuable information for both new builds and renovations.

7. Traditional Wood-Burning Fireplace Construction and Design

Focusing on classic and timeless fireplace designs, this book explores traditional building methods and

aesthetic considerations. It highlights historical styles and how to replicate them using modern

materials and techniques. Ideal for those wanting to add character and charm to their homes through

fireplace construction.

8. Wood Fireplace Safety and Maintenance Handbook

This essential resource emphasizes the importance of safety when building and using wood-burning

fireplaces. It includes guidance on proper installation, regular maintenance, and troubleshooting

common issues like creosote buildup. The book ensures that readers can enjoy their fireplaces safely

and efficiently.

9. Innovations in Wood-Burning Fireplace Technology

Exploring the latest advancements in fireplace design and construction, this book looks at modern

technologies that improve efficiency and reduce environmental impact. It covers features such as

catalytic converters, glass doors, and advanced airflow systems. Perfect for those interested in cutting-

edge fireplace solutions.
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Rosemary Kilmer, W. Otie Kilmer, 2016-01-27 A complete guide to preparing construction
documentation from a design perspective Construction Drawings and Details for Interiors has
become a must-have guide for students of interior design. It covers the essentials of traditional and
computer-aided drafting with a uniquely design-oriented perspective. No other text provides this
kind of attention to detail. Inside, you'll find specialty drawings, a sensitivity to aesthetic concerns,
and real-world guidance from leaders in the field of interior design. Updated content is presented
here in a highly visual format, making it easy to learn the basics of drawing for each phase of the
design process. This new Third Edition includes access to a full suite of online resources. Students
and designers studying for the National Council for Interior Design Qualification (NCIDQ) will
especially appreciate these new materials. This revision also keeps pace with evolving construction
standards and design conventions. Two new chapters, 'Concept Development and the Design
Process' and 'Structural Systems for Buildings,' along with expanded coverage of building
information modeling (BIM), address the latest design trends. Includes online access to all-new
resources for students and instructors Provides real-world perspective using countless example
drawings and photos Focuses on interior design-specific aspects of construction documentation
Serves as a perfect reference for the contract documents section of the NCIDQ exam Written by
designers, for designers, Construction Drawings and Details for Interiors remains a standout choice
for the fields of interior design, technical drawing, and construction documentation. From
schematics through to working drawings, learn to communicate your vision every step of the way.
  wood burning fireplace construction: Construction Drawings and Details for Interiors W.
Otie Kilmer, Rosemary Kilmer, 2009-04-13 As interior designers assume an expanding role
coordinating interior projects, producing construction drawings has become even more integral to
their job. This book provides interior designers with the information and skills they need to create
construction documents that clearly communicate the interior space of new construction,
remodeling, or installation projects. Organized in two parts, this book discusses graphic language as
a communication tool in design and architecture and details the construction document process,
from overall concepts and organization to current practices and topics such as floor plans, sections,
elevations, millwork, schedules, finish and furniture plans, lighting and electrical plans, HVAC and
plumbing plans, and preparing specifications.
  wood burning fireplace construction: Minimum Construction Requirements for New
Dwellings ... United States. Federal Housing Administration, 1936
  wood burning fireplace construction: Fundamentals of Residential Construction Edward
Allen, Alexander C. Schreyer, Rob Thallon, 2022-07-13 FUNDAMENTALS OF RESIDENTIAL
CONSTRUCTION THE NEW EDITION OF THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL HOME
CONSTRUCTION, FULLY UPDATED AND REVISED Fundamentals of Residential Construction
provides clear, accurate, and accessible guidance to every step of single family and multifamily
home construction, covering site preparation, project delivery methods, scheduling, foundations,
framing, roofing, finishes, heating and cooling, plumbing and electrical, as well as emerging
techniques such as prefabricated construction. Illustrated with more than 1,250 high-quality
drawings, photographs, and photorealistic renderings throughout, this thorough textbook addresses
all major construction systems: light wood frame, heavy timber, masonry, light gauge steel, steel
frame, reinforced concrete construction, and outdoor structures. The fifth edition is thoroughly
revised to reflect the industry’s latest methods, materials, technologies, and green building
approaches, offering the most up-to-date explanations of today’s residential construction systems
and current building codes, including the International Residential Code (IRC) and energy codes.
This edition features entirely new materials sections on metals, plastics, and composite construction
as well as expanded and updated content on ventilation, air-sealing, decks, and outdoor structures.
Provides a solid foundation in residential construction methods, tools, and processes Discusses the
latest codes, costs, trends, and best practices in design and construction Offers timely coverage of
sustainable building, energy efficiency, multifamily construction, prefabricated building components,
CAD/BIM planning tools, and carbon-conscious construction Includes access to a newly updated



companion website with an instructor’s manual, chapter exercises, hands-on 3D interactive
activities, and other supplementary resources Fundamentals of Residential Construction, Fifth
Edition, remains essential reading for anyone looking to successfully complete a residential project.
It is a perfect textbook for students in architecture, construction science, construction management,
and building technology, and is a valuable reference for professional builders, construction
managers, and designers.
  wood burning fireplace construction: Log Home Living , 2001-10 Log Home Living is the
oldest, largest and most widely distributed and read publication reaching log home enthusiasts. For
21 years Log Home Living has presented the log home lifestyle through striking editorial,
photographic features and informative resources. For more than two decades Log Home Living has
offered so much more than a magazine through additional resources–shows, seminars, mail-order
bookstore, Web site, and membership organization. That's why the most serious log home buyers
choose Log Home Living.
  wood burning fireplace construction: Minimum Construction Requirements for New
Dwellings Located in the State of Kansas United States. Federal Housing Administration, 1938
  wood burning fireplace construction: Modern Residential Construction Practices David
A. Madsen, David P. Madsen, 2017-07-06 Modern Residential Construction Practices provides
easy-to-read, comprehensive and highly illustrated coverage of residential building construction
practices that conform to industry standards in the United States and Canada. Each chapter
provides complete descriptions, real-world practices, realistic examples, three-dimensional (3D)
illustrations, and related tests and problems. Chapters cover practices related to every construction
phase including: planning, funding, permitting, codes, inspections, site planning, excavation,
foundations and flatwork, floors, walls, roofs, finish work and cabinetry; heating, ventilating, and air
conditioning (HVAC); electrical, and plumbing. The book is organized in a format that is consistent
with the process used to take residential construction projects from preliminary concept through all
phases of residential building construction. An ideal textbook for secondary and college level
construction programs, the book is packed with useful features such as problems that challenge
students to identify materials and practices, along with research and document information about
construction materials and practices, useful summaries, key notes, a detailed glossary, and online
materials for both students and educators.
  wood burning fireplace construction: Minimum Construction Requirements for New
Dwellings ...: Indiana-New Jersey United States. Federal Housing Administration, 1939
  wood burning fireplace construction: Building Systems for Interior Designers Corky
Binggeli, 2003-01-07 The first desk reference on technical building systems for interior designers
Building Systems for Interior Designers is the first book to explain technical building systems and
engineering issues in a clear and accessible way to interior designers. The technical knowledge and
vocabulary presented here allow interior designers to communicate more effectively with architects,
engineers, and contractors while collaborating on projects, leading to more accurate solutions for
problems related to a broad range of other building considerations with an impact on interior
design. Information on sustainable design is integrated throughout the book, making it a relevant
tool for current and emerging trends in building design. Written in a straightforward, nontechnical
style that maintains depth and accuracy, this book is the first complete text applicable to interior
design courses and provides thorough preparation for the NCIDQ exam. Engaging, clear illustrations
support the text, which is accessible to those without a math or physics background. Topics covered
include: Heating and air conditioning systems Environmental issues Water and waste Thermal
comfort HVAC systems Electricity Lighting Security and communications systems Fire safety
Transportation systems With numerous case examples illustrating how interior designers apply this
material in the real world, Building Systems for Interior Designers is a valuable book for students, as
well as a practical desktop reference for professionals. Content from this book is available as an
online continuing professional education course at
http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-320255.html#fire_safety. WileyCPE courses are



available on demand, 24 hours a day, and are approved by the American Institute of Architects.
  wood burning fireplace construction: Architectural Graphic Standards for Residential
Construction American Institute of Architects, 2010-04-26 The residential construction market may
have its ups and downs, but the need to keep your construction knowledge current never lets up.
Now, with the latest edition of Architectural Graphic Standards for Residential Construction, you can
keep your practice at the ready. This edition was expertly redesigned to include all-new material on
current technology specific to residential projects for anyone designing, constructing, or modifying a
residence. With additional, new content covering sustainable and green designs, sample residential
drawings, residential construction code requirements, and contemporary issues in residential
construction, it’s a must-have resource. And now it's easier to get the information you need when
you need it with references to the relevant building codes built right into the details and
illustrations. These new smart details go beyond dimensions with references to the International
Residential Building Code—presenting all the information you need right at your fingertips. New
features and highlights include: Loads of previously unpublished content—over 80% is either new or
entirely revised Sustainable/ green design information in every chapter—a must today's practicing
building and construction professionals Coverage of contemporary issues in residential
construction—aging in place, new urbanism, vacation and small homes, historic residences...it’s all
here. Coverage of single- and multi-family dwellings—complete coverage of houses, row homes and
quadraplexes as dictated by the International Residential Building Codes.
  wood burning fireplace construction: Construction of Chimneys and Fireplaces , 1930
  wood burning fireplace construction: Minimum Construction Requirements for New
Dwellings Located in the State of Nebraska United States. Federal Housing Administration, 1940
  wood burning fireplace construction: Minimum Construction Requirements for New
Dwellings Located in the Western Pennsylvania District United States. Federal Housing
Administration, 1938
  wood burning fireplace construction: Barry's Introduction to Construction of Buildings
Stephen Emmitt, 2023-09-05 BARRY’S INTRODUCTION TO CONSTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS
Authoritative, well established, comprehensive, practical, and highly illustrated guide to
construction practice Barry’s Introduction to Construction of Buildings provides the basic material
an undergraduate student will need to understand how the majority of low-rise buildings are
constructed. The text explains construction technology through key functional and performance
requirements for the main elements common to all buildings. The material in the Fifth Edition has
been updated to ensure it covers the latest building regulations and current construction
technology, with particular attention paid to the decisions required on what and how to build to
achieve a low carbon, resilient built environment. Design, technology, site assembly, and
environmental issues are all covered, showing how buildings that are more efficient, with lower
embodied carbon, are constructed. New ‘in chapter’ questions better facilitate self-reflection and
learning. Barry’s Introduction to Construction of Buildings contains information on: General
principles of construction, regulations and approvals, making choices and sources of information,
and responding to climate change Site analysis, setup, security, bedrock and soil types, ground
stability, drainage, strip, pad, and raft foundations and scaffolding Functional requirements for
floors, including ground-supported concrete floor slabs, timber upper floors, floor finishes, and
suspended timber ground floors Pitched roofs and their coverings, sheet metal covering to
low-pitched roofs, flat roofs, thermal insulation in flat roofs, parapet walls, and green roofs Barry’s
Introduction to Construction of Buildings is an ideal learning resource for undergraduate students
and those working towards similar NQF level 5 and 6 qualifications in building and construction.
This title is a companion to Barry’s Advanced Construction of Buildings.
  wood burning fireplace construction: Crafting Your Perfect Fireplace: Designs,
Techniques, and More Pasquale De Marco, Unveil the warmth, elegance, and charm of Crafting
Your Perfect Fireplace: Designs, Techniques, and More. In this captivating exploration of one of the
most cherished features of any home, we invite you to embark on a journey through the world of



fireplaces and mantels, where tradition meets modernity, and creativity knows no bounds. Delve into
the rich history and evolution of fireplaces as we guide you through the ages, from humble hearths
to exquisite focal points. Discover the art of designing your dream fireplace, where your unique style
takes center stage. Whether you prefer the timeless allure of classic designs or the sleek
sophistication of modern aesthetics, you'll find inspiration and guidance to bring your vision to life.
Master the craftsmanship of building your own mantel, from choosing the right materials to
unleashing your creativity through carving techniques. We provide step-by-step instructions and
expert tips to ensure your mantel becomes a work of art that not only warms your home but also
reflects your personality. Safety is paramount when it comes to fireplace installation, and we've got
you covered with comprehensive guidance. Explore energy-efficient options, eco-friendly choices,
and the importance of regular maintenance to keep your fireplace a secure and efficient source of
comfort. But your fireplace is more than just a source of heat; it's the heart of your home, where
memories are forged. Discover how to create the perfect ambiance for cozy evenings, family
gatherings, and entertaining guests. From indoor to outdoor settings, we share secrets to make
every moment by the fire special. And, as the final touch, explore the world of fireplace surrounds,
where you can express your unique style through a variety of materials and designs. Transform your
fireplace into a masterpiece that not only warms your space but also elevates its aesthetic. Crafting
Your Perfect Fireplace is your guide to creating a sanctuary of warmth and beauty. Whether you're a
seasoned homeowner or a first-time buyer, let this book ignite your imagination and help you craft
the fireplace of your dreams. Join us in celebrating the timeless allure of fireplaces, where tradition
meets innovation and the heart of your home finds its true soul.
  wood burning fireplace construction: Architectural Graphic Standards The American
Institute of Architects, 2007-03-30 Since 1932, the ten editions of Architectural Graphic Standards
have been referred to as the architect's bible. From site excavation to structures to roofs, this book
is the first place to look when an architect is confronted with a question about building design. With
more than 8,000 architectural illustrations, including both reference drawings and constructible
architectural details, this book provides an easily accessible graphic reference for highly visual
professionals. To celebrate seventy-five years as the cornerstone of an industry, this commemorative
Eleventh Edition is the most thorough and significant revision of Architectural Graphic Standards in
a generation. Substantially revised to be even more relevant to today's design professionals, it
features: An entirely new, innovative look and design created by Bruce Mau Design that includes a
modern page layout, bold second color, and new typeface Better organized-- a completely new
organization structure applies the UniFormat(r) classification system which organizes content by
function rather than product or material Expanded and updated coverage of inclusive, universal, and
accessible design strategies Environmentally-sensitive and sustainable design is presented and
woven throughout including green materials, LEEDS standards, and recyclability A bold,
contemporary new package--as impressive closed as it is open, the Eleventh Edition features a
beveled metal plate set in a sleek, black cloth cover Ribbon Markers included as a convenient and
helpful way to mark favorite and well used spots in the book All New material Thoroughly reviewed
and edited by hundreds of building science experts and experienced architects, all new details and
content including: new structural technologies, building systems, and materials emphasis on
sustainable construction, green materials, LEED standards, and recyclability expanded and updated
coverage on inclusive, universal, and accessible design strategies computing technologies including
Building Information Modeling (BIM) and CAD/CAM new information on regional and international
variations accessibility requirements keyed throughout the text new standards for conducting,
disseminating, and applying architectural research New and improved details With some 8,500
architectural illustrations, including both reference drawings and constructible architectural details,
Architectural Graphic Standards continues to be the industry's leading, easily accessible graphic
reference for highly visual professionals.
  wood burning fireplace construction: Log Home Living , 1998-08-01 Log Home Living is
the oldest, largest and most widely distributed and read publication reaching log home enthusiasts.



For 21 years Log Home Living has presented the log home lifestyle through striking editorial,
photographic features and informative resources. For more than two decades Log Home Living has
offered so much more than a magazine through additional resources–shows, seminars, mail-order
bookstore, Web site, and membership organization. That's why the most serious log home buyers
choose Log Home Living.
  wood burning fireplace construction: Archaeology of Households, Kinship, and Social
Change Lacey B. Carpenter, Anna Marie Prentiss, 2021-11-25 Archaeology of Households, Kinship,
and Social Change offers new perspectives on the processes of social change from the standpoint of
household archaeology. This volume develops new theoretical and methodological approaches to the
archaeology of households pursuing three critical themes: household diversity in human residential
communities with and without archaeologically identifiable houses, interactions within and between
households that explicitly considers impacts of kin and non-kin relationships, and lastly change as a
process that involves the choices made by members of households in the context of larger societal
constraints. Encompassing these themes, authors explore the role of social ties and their material
manifestations (within the house, dwelling, or other constructed space), how the household relates
to other social units, how households consolidate power and control over resources, and how these
changes manifest at multiple scales. The case studies presented in this volume have broader
implications for understanding the drivers of change, the ways households create the contexts for
change, and how households serve as spaces for invention, reaction, and/or resistance.
Understanding the nature of relationships within households is necessary for a more complete
understanding of communities and regions as these ties are vital to explaining how and why
societies change. Taking a comparative outlook, with case studies from around the world, this
volume will inform students and professionals researching household archaeology and be of interest
to other disciplines concerned with the relationship between social networks and societal change.
  wood burning fireplace construction: Beginnings of Interior Environments Lynn M.
Jones, 2021-10-12 The gold standard for entry-level interior design education, now published by
Wiley In this Eleventh Edition of Beginnings of Interior Environments, accomplished interior
designer and professor Lynn M. Jones delivers a balanced and comprehensive overview of
commercial and residential interior design. Written to offer coverage of the creative and technical
characteristics of the profession, the text also addresses Council for Interior Design Accreditation
(CIDA) content. The book presents topics on the scope of the profession, spatial development, and
visual literacy while also reviewing the factors of quality aesthetics. Hundreds of images from actual
design projects, supplied by national and international design firms, illustrate the design process.
“Design Scenarios,” or case studies, demonstrate examples of professional practice and in-house
production work students are likely to encounter during their career. The text discusses issues of
global importance, from sustainability to universal design; a pictorial essay reviews the history of
style. Readers will also enjoy: An introduction to interior environments, including the fundamentals
of interior design and the health, safety, and welfare benefits of interior design An exploration of
design fundamentals, including the elements and principles of design, with a special emphasis on
color Practical discussions on building construction, including construction components and codes,
as well as lighting, electrical, and communication systems An entire section dedicated to interior
finishes—upholstery, wallcoverings, and floorings—and furnishings—furniture, art, and accessories
In-depth examinations of the profession of interior design, including career opportunities Beginnings
of Interior Environments is perfect for students in an introductory interior design course, and an
indispensable resource for anyone seeking a balanced interior design perspective for their home or
office.
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