WOOD COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION PARKERSBURG WV

WOOD COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION PARKERSBURG WV PLAYS A PIVOTAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE EDUCATIONAL LANDSCAPE OF
Woob COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. AS THE GOVERNING BODY RESPONSIBLE FOR OVERSEEING PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN PARKERSBURG
AND SURROUNDING AREAS, THE BOARD ENSURES THAT STUDENTS RECEIVE QUALITY EDUCATION IN A SAFE AND SUPPORTIVE
ENVIRONMENT. THIS ARTICLE OFFERS AN IN-DEPTH EXPLORATION OF THE W oob CoUNTY BoARD oF EDUCATION'S STRUCTURE,
FUNCTIONS, POLICIES, AND IMPACT ON THE LOCAL COMMUNITY. IT HIGHLIGHTS THE BOARD’S COMMITMENT TO ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE, STUDENT WELFARE, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT. READERS WILL GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE BOARD’S GOVERNANCE,
KEY INITIATIVES, AND HOW IT COLLABORATES WITH EDUCATORS, PARENTS, AND STAKEHOLDERS. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS
WILL PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE BOARD’S RESPONSIBILITIES AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE TO PARKERSBURG’S
EDUCATIONAL FRAMEW ORK.
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OVERVIEW oF Woob CouNTY BoARD OF EDUCATION

THe Woob CounTY BoARD OF EDUCATION IN PARKERSBURG, W'V, SERVES AS THE PRIMARY AUTHORITY FOR PUBLIC
EDUCATION WITHIN W 00D COUNTY. |T IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ESTABLISHING POLICIES, MANAGING BUDGETS, AND ENSURING
COMPLIANCE WITH STATE AND FEDERAL EDUCATION LAWS. THE BOARD'S MISSION FOCUSES ON PROVIDING EQUITABLE
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO ALL STUDENTS, PROMOTING LIFELONG LEARNING, AND PREPARING STUDENTS FOR COLLEGE AND
CAREERS. THROUGH STRATEGIC PLANNING AND OVERSIGHT, THE W/ 0ob COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION SEEKS TO ELEVATE
ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND FOSTER AN INCLUSIVE ENVIRONMENT THAT SUPPORTS DIVERSE LEARNING NEEDS.

HisTorY AND MISSION

THe Woob CouNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION HAS A LONGSTANDING HISTORY OF DEDICATION TO EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN
THE REGION. ESTABLISHED TO ADMINISTER AND REGULATE SCHOOLS IN W/ 00D COUNTY, THE BOARD HAS EVOLVED TO ADDRESS
MODERN EDUCATIONAL CHALLENGES WHILE MAINTAINING A FOCUS ON STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT. THE MISSION CENTERS ON
DELIVERING QUALITY EDUCATION, ENCOURAGING INNOVATION IN TEACHING, AND SUPPORTING THE OVERALL WELL-BEING OF
STUDENTS.

JURISDICTION AND SCHOOLS SERVED

THE BOARD GOVERNS ALL PUBLIC SCHOOLS WITHIN \W 00D COUNTY/ INCLUDING ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE, AND HIGH SCHOOLS
LOCATED IN PARKERSBURG AND SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES. THIS JURISDICTION INCLUDES MANAGING OVER 20 SCHOOLS THAT
SERVE THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS. BY OVERSEEING THESE INSTITUTIONS, THE BOARD ENSURES CONSISTENCY IN CURRICULUM
DELIVERY, RESOURCE ALLOCATION, AND ADHERENCE TO EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS.



GOVERNANCE AND ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

THE GOVERNANCE OF THE W ooD COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE TRANSPARENT AND ACCOUNTABLE
LEADERSHIP FOR THE SCHOOL DISTRICT. THE BOARD CONSISTS OF ELECTED MEMBERS WHO REPRESENT VARIOUS DISTRICTS
WITHIN W/ oob COUNTY. THESE MEMBERS WORK COLLABORATIVELY TO MAKE DECISIONS THAT IMPACT EDUCATIONAL POLICY,
FUNDING, AND ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS.

BoAarD COMPOSITION AND ELECTION

THe Woob CounTY BoARD OF EDUCATION IS COMPOSED OF SEVEN ELECTED MEMBERS, EACH SERVING STAGGERED TERMS TO
ENSURE CONTINUITY. MEMBERS ARE ELECTED BY RESIDENTS OF W 00D COUNTY DURING GENERAL ELECTIONS. THESE
REPRESENTATIVES BRING DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES AND EXPERTISE TO THE BOARD, REFLECTING THE COMMUNITY’S COMMITMENT TO
QUALITY EDUCATION.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

THE BOARD’S RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE SETTING DISTRICT POLICIES, APPROVING BUDGETS, HIRING AND EVALUATING THE
SUPERINTENDENT, AND OVERSEEING ACADEMIC PROGRAMS. IN ADDITION, THE BOARD MONITORS COMPLIANCE WITH STATE AND
FEDERAL EDUCATIONAL REGULATIONS AND FACILITATES COMMUNITY INPUT ON SCHOOL MATTERS. TS ROLE IS CRITICAL IN
FOSTERING AN ENVIRONMENT CONDUCIVE TO STUDENT SUCCESS AND OPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES

THe Woob CounTY BOARD OF EDUCATION PRIORITIZES INNOVATIVE INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS AND STUDENT-CENTERED
INITIATIVES TO ENHANCE LEARNING OUTCOMES. |T SUPPORTS A WIDE RANGE OF ACADEMIC AND EXTRACURRICULAR OFFERINGS
DESIGNED TO MEET THE NEEDS OF A DIVERSE STUDENT POPULATION.

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT AND STANDARDS

THE BOARD ENSURES THAT THE CURRICULUM ALIGNS WITH WEST VIRGINIA STATE STANDARDS AND INCORPORATES BEST
PRACTICES IN EDUCATION. |IT PROMOTES THE INTEGRATION OF TECHNOLOGY, STEM EDUCATION, AND LITERACY PROGRAMS TO
PREPARE STUDENTS FOR THE DEMANDS OF THE 2 1ST CENTURY. REGULAR CURRICULUM REVIEWS ARE CONDUCTED TO KEEP
INSTRUCTION RELEVANT AND EFFECTIVE.

SPECIAL EDUCATION AND SUPPORT SERVICES

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF INCLUSIVE EDUCATION, THE BOARD PROVIDES ROBUST SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES AND
SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES. THIS INCLUDES INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PLANS (|EPS), COUNSELING, AND
RELATED SERVICES TO FOSTER ACADEMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT. THE BOARD ALSO EMPHASIZES MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES
AND INTERVENTION PROGRAMS.

EXTRACURRICULAR AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

T O ENCOURAGE WELL-ROUNDED DEVELOPMENT, THE W oob COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION SUPPORTS VARIOUS
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES SUCH AS ATHLETICS, ARTS, MUSIC, AND CLUBS. THESE PROGRAMS CONTRIBUTE TO STUDENT
ENGAGEMENT, LEADERSHIP SKILLS, AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT.



FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE MANAGEMENT

THE BOARD IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MAINTENANCE, SAFETY, AND MODERNIZATION OF SCHOOL FACILITIES WITHIN Woob
COUNTY. EFFECTIVE INFRASTRUCTURE MANAGEMENT IS ESSENTIAL TO PROVIDING A SAFE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT AND
SUPPORTING EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION.

ScHooL BUILDING MAINTENANCE AND UPGRADES

THe Woob CounTY BOARD OF EDUCATION REGULARLY ASSESSES THE CONDITION OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS AND UNDERTAKES
NECESSARY REPAIRS AND RENOVATIONS. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLANS ARE DEVELOPED TO ADDRESS AGING INFRASTRUCTURE
AND ACCOMMODATE ENROLLMENT GROWTH. THESE EFFORTS ENSURE THAT SCHOOLS REMAIN FUNCTIONAL, ACCESSIBLE, AND
CONDUCIVE TO LEARNING.

SAFETY AND SECURITY MEASURES

ENSURING STUDENT AND STAFF SAFETY IS A TOP PRIORITY. THE BOARD IMPLEMENTS COMPREHENSIVE SAFETY PROTOCOLS,
INCLUDING EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PLANS, SECURITY PERSONNEL, AND SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS. COLLABORATION WITH LOCAL
LA ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES ENHANCES THE OVERALL SECURITY FRAMEWORK WITHIN SCHOOLS.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND PARTNERSHIPS

THE Woob CoUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION ACTIVELY FOSTERS RELATIONSHIPS WITH PARENTS, LOCAL BUSINESSES, AND
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS TO SUPPORT EDUCATIONAL GOALS AND ENHANCE STUDENT EXPERIENCES. COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT IS INTEGRAL TO THE DISTRICT’S SUCCESS.

PARENT AND FAMILY INVOLVEMENT

THE BOARD ENCOURAGES PARENTAL PARTICIPATION THROUGH ADVISORY COMMITTEES, SCHOOL COUNCILS, AND REGULAR
COMMUNICATION. ENGAGED FAMILIES CONTRIBUTE TO IMPROVED STUDENT PERFORMANCE AND SCHOOL CLIMATE. PARENT
EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES FURTHER STRENGTHEN THIS PARTNERSHIP.

LocAL BusiNess AND CoOMMUNITY COLLABORATION

PARTNERSHIPS WITH LOCAL BUSINESSES AND NONPROFITS PROVIDE ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS. THESE COLLABORATIONS INCLUDE INTERNSHIP PROGRAMS, SPONSORSHIPS, AND JOINT
COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS THAT ENRICH THE EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT.

CHALLENGES AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

LIKE MANY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, THE W oob CounTY BoARD OF EDUCATION FACES CHALLENGES SUCH AS BUDGET
CONSTRAINTS, EVOLVING EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS, AND ADDRESSING THE DIVERSE NEEDS OF ITS STUDENT POPULATION. THE
BOARD REMAINS FOCUSED ON STRATEGIC PLANNING TO OVERCOME THESE OBSTACLES AND IMPROVE DISTRICT PERFORMANCE.

BUDGET AND FUNDING

SECURING ADEQUATE FUNDING IS A CONTINUAL CHALLENGE. THE BOARD WORKS TO BALANCE FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY WITH THE
NEED TO MAINTAIN HIGH-QUALITY PROGRAMS AND FACILITIES. ADVOCACY FOR STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDING IS A CRITICAL PART



OF THE BOARD’S EFFORTS TO SUPPORT DISTRICT PRIORITIES.

ADAPTING TO EDUCATIONAL TRENDS

THE BOARD IS COMMITTED TO STAYING ABREAST OF EDUCATIONAL INNOVATIONS, INCLUDING PERSONALIZED LEARNING, DIGITAL
TOOLS, AND EQUITY INITIATIVES. ONGOING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR EDUCATORS AND DATA-DRIVEN DECISION-MAKING
ARE KEY STRATEGIES TO ENHANCE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT.

LoNG-TERM VISION

LoOKING AHEAD, THE W oob COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION AIMS TO STRENGTHEN ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, EXPAND
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS, AND CREATE SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS. ITS VISION INCLUDES PREPARING ALL
STUDENTS FOR SUCCESS IN AN INCREASINGLY COMPLEX AND COMPETITIVE WORLD.

e COMMITMENT TO QUALITY EDUCATION AND STUDENT SUCCESS

TRANSPARENT AND RESPONSIBLE GOVERNANCE

e FOCUS ON INNOVATION AND INCLUSIVITY
® STRONG COMMUNITY AND PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

® PROACTIVE FACILITY AND SAFETY MANAGEMENT

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE WooD COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION IN PARKERSBURG,
\AVES

THe Woob CounTY BOARD OF EDUCATION OVERSEES PUBLIC EDUCATION IN W oob COUNTY, INCLUDING PARKERSBURG, W/ V,
MAKING DECISIONS ON POLICIES, BUDGETS, AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION TO ENSURE QUALITY EDUCATION FOR STUDENTS.

How cAN | ATTEND A WooD COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING IN
P ARKERSBURG, W/ V?

MEETINGS OF THE W oob COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION ARE TYPICALLY OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AND HELD AT THE W/ 0OD
COUNTY SCHOOLS CENTRAL OFFICE IN PARKERSBURG. THE SCHEDULE IS POSTED ON THEIR OFFICIAL WEBSITE.

\X/HERE CAN | FIND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE W/ 00D COUNTY BOARD OF
EbucaTION IN PARKERSBURG, W/ VP

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE W/ oob COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION CAN BE FOUND ON THE W ooD COUNTY SCHOOLS
WEBSITE, INCLUDING PHONE NUMBERS, EMAIL ADDRESSES, AND THE PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF THEIR CENTRAL OFFICE IN P ARKERSBURG.

\W/HAT RECENT INITIATIVES HAS THE WoobD CouNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION IN



P ARKERSBURG IMPLEMENTED?

RECENT INITIATIVES BY THE W oob COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION IN PARKERSBURG INCLUDE IMPROVEMENTS IN SCHOOL
SAFETY MEASURES, UPDATES TO CURRICULUM STANDARDS, AND INVESTMENT IN TECHNOLOGY FOR CLASSROOMS.

How cAN PARENTS IN PARKERSBURG, W'V GET INVOLVED WITH THE Woob COUNTY
BoARD ofF EDUCATION?

PARENTS CAN GET INVOLVED BY ATTENDING BOARD MEETINGS, PARTICIPATING IN SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCILS, VOLUNTEERING
IN SCHOOLS, AND COMMUNICATING WITH BOARD MEMBERS TO STAY ENGAGED WITH EDUCATIONAL DECISIONS IN W oob COUNTY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. HisTory oF Woobp CoUNTY BoARD OF EDUCATION: SHAPING PARKERSBURG 'S FUTURE

THIS BOOK PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY OF THE W 00D COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION, DETAILING ITS
ESTABLISHMENT, GROWTH, AND IMPACT ON THE PARKERSBURG COMMUNITY. |T EXPLORES KEY POLICIES, EDUCATIONAL REFORMS,
AND NOTABLE FIGURES WHO HAVE INFLUENCED THE COUNTY'S EDUCATIONAL LANDSCAPE. READERS WILL GAIN INSIGHTS INTO
HOW THE BOARD HAS EVOLVED TO MEET THE CHANGING NEEDS OF STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS OVER THE DECADES.

2. EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE IN PARKERSBURG: THE RoLE oF Woop COUNTY SCHOOLS

FOCUSING ON THE ACHIEVEMENTS AND CHALLENGES OF W/ 0oD COUNTY’S PUBLIC SCHOOLS, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE BOARD
OF EDUCATION’S EFFORTS TO PROMOTE ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE. THROUGH CASE STUDIES AND SUCCESS STORIES, IT SHOWCASES
INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS, COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS, AND INITIATIVES THAT HAVE ENHANCED STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES.
THE NARRATIVE UNDERSCORES THE BOARD’S COMMITMENT TO FOSTERING AN INCLUSIVE AND SUPPORTIVE EDUCATIONAL
ENVIRONMENT.

3. LEADERSHIP AND GOVERNANCE: INSIDE THE Woop COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION

THIS TITLE DELVES INTO THE GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE AND LEADERSHIP DYNAMICS OF THE W/ 0oob COUNTY BOARD OF
EDUCATION. IT EXAMINES THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES, BOARD MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES, AND THE INTERACTION BETWEEN
THE BOARD AND THE COMMUNITY. THE BOOK PROVIDES A BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT HOW POLICIES ARE CRAFTED AND
IMPLEMENTED TO BENEFIT PARKERSBURG STUDENTS.

4. PARKERSBURG ScHoOLS: A CENTURY OF GROWTH AND CHANGE

TRACING THE DEVELOPMENT OF SCHOOLS WITHIN W/ 00D COUNTY, THIS BOOK CHRONICLES OVER 100 YEARS OF EDUCATIONAL
PROGRESS IN P ARKERSBURG. |IT COVERS THE CONSTRUCTION OF NEW SCHOOLS, DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGES, AND SHIFTS IN
CURRICULUM STANDARDS. THE NARRATIVE ALSO DISCUSSES HOW THE BOARD OF EDUCATION HAS ADAPTED TO SOCIAL AND
TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGES TO BETTER SERVE ITS STUDENTS.

5. INNoVATIONS IN EDucATION: Woop CoUNTY BoArD’S ViSION FOR THE FUTURE

HIGHLIGHTING FORW ARD-THINKING INITIATIVES, THIS BOOK EXPLORES HOW THE W oob COUNTY BoARD OF EDUCATION IS
EMBRACING TECHNOLOGY AND MODERN TEACHING METHODS. |T DISCUSSES PROGRAMS AIMED AT STEM EDUCATION, DIGITAL
LITERACY, AND CAREER READINESS THAT PREPARE P ARKERSBURG STUDENTS FOR THE 2 1ST CENTURY. THE BOOK SERVES AS AN
INSPIRING LOOK AT THE BOARD’S STRATEGIC PLANNING AND COMMITMENT TO CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT.

6. CoMMUNITY AND ScHooLs: THE PARTNERSHIP IN Woop County, WV

THIS BOOK EMPHASIZES THE VITAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE W/ 00D COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION AND THE P ARKERSBURG
COMMUNITY. |T DETAILS COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS INVOLVING PARENTS, LOCAL BUSINESSES, AND CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS TO
SUPPORT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS. THE TEXT HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT IN ENHANCING STUDENT
EXPERIENCES AND OUTCOMES.

7. Woop CoUNTY BoARD oF EDUCATION: POLICIES THAT SHAPE LEARNING

AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF THE KEY POLICIES ENACTED BY THE W/ 00D COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION, THIS BOOK EXPLAINS
THEIR RATIONALE AND IMPACT ON SCHOOLS. TOPICS INCLUDE STUDENT DISCIPLINE, CURRICULUM STANDARDS, TEACHER
EVALUATION, AND EQUITY INITIATIVES. THE BOOK IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR EDUCATORS, PARENTS, AND POLICYMAKERS
INTERESTED IN UNDERSTANDING THE GOVERNANCE OF LOCAL EDUCATION.

8. VoicEes FroM PARKERSBURG: STORIES FROM Woop CounTy CLASSROOMS



THIS COLLECTION OF ESSAYS AND INTERVIEWS FEATURES STUDENTS, TEACHERS, AND ADMINISTRATORS SHARING THEIR
EXPERIENCES WITHIN W ooD COUNTY SCHOOLS. |T OFFERS PERSONAL PERSPECTIVES ON THE EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT,
CHALLENGES FACED, AND SUCCESSES ACHIEVED UNDER THE BOARD’S GUIDANCE. THE BOOK BRINGS A HUMAN ELEMENT TO THE
DISCUSSION OF EDUCATION IN P ARKERSBURG.

Q. FUTURE DIRECTIONS: STRATEGIC PLANNING BY THE Woop CoOUNTY BoARD OF EDUCATION

FOCUSING ON THE BOARD’S LONG-TERM GOALS AND STRATEGIC PLANS, THIS BOOK OUTLINES INITIATIVES DESIGNED TO IMPROVE
EDUCATIONAL QUALITY AND ACCESSIBILITY. IT COVERS TOPICS SUCH AS INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT, FUNDING STRATEGIES,
AND PROGRAMS AIMED AT CLOSING ACHIEVEMENT GAPS. THE NARRATIVE PROVIDES A ROADMAP FOR HOW THE W oob COUNTY
BoARD OF EDUCATION INTENDS TO MEET FUTURE EDUCATIONAL DEMANDS.
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exists as one of West Virginia's most populous areas. A unique history drives forward the county's
diverse communities, and today's residents enjoy a varied palette of opportunities offered by both
metropolitan centers and smaller, more rural hamlets. Wood County, West Virginia honors an
integral chapter of The Mountain State's storied past, offering readers the opportunity to meet a
variety of the county's personalities, including the wealthy-and later infamous-Irish immigrant
Harman Blennerhassett, the industrial magnates who arrived with the harvesting of oil and natural
gas, and even some everyday individuals. More than 200 vintage photographs also invite readers to
experience the county's defining moments, such as the growth of the Volcano oil field after the War
between the States, along with the county's tragedies, such as the 1909 collapse of Parkersburg's
water tanks on Quincy Hill, which swept a newly married couple to their deaths. Capable of enjoying
the prosperous times and of overcoming the difficult ones, Wood Countians have proven themselves
time and again since its founding in 1799. This volume is a fitting tribute to the strength and will of
all who have called Wood County home.
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Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Subcommittee on Select Education, 1983

wood county board of education parkershburg wv: Education Legislation, 1967, Hearings
Before the Subcommittee on Education United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Labor and
Public Welfare, 1967

wood county board of education parkersbhurg wv: Soldier of Courage, Soldier of
Compassion: The Story of Captain Bennett L. Munger Company C, 44th New York State Infantry
Brian Stuart Kesterson, 2017-06-02 Soldier of Courage, Soldier of Compassion is drawn from the
letters and diaries of Captain Bennett L. Munger of company C, 44th New York state volunteer
infantry. Munger's regiment was known as Ellsworth's Avengers, in honor of their fallen comrade,
Col. Elmer Ellsworth. The regiment was a seasoned fighting unit, and saw action in many important
battles during the civil war. Munger's career would eventually place him in the position of prison
inspector for the north's most notorious, Confederate prisoner of war camp, Elmira. Elmira was little
better than a death camp, that in some ways was on par with the horror of Andersonville. Munger's
letters and diaries give an important firsthand account and insight into a moment in time that
otherwise would be lost without this small volume that is dedicated to his unwavering service to his
country and his steadfast compassion to ease the sufferings of his fellow man.
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