wood county historical society

wood county historical society plays a vital role in preserving and promoting the rich heritage of Wood
County. Established to safeguard the historical artifacts, documents, and stories that define the region, the
society acts as an invaluable resource for researchers, educators, and the general public. This article explores
the history, mission, collections, and community involvement of the Wood County Historical Society. It also
highlights its educational programs and events, emphasizing the significance of local history in fostering
community identity and pride. By understanding the operations and impact of this institution, readers gain
insight into how historical societies contribute to cultural preservation. The following sections provide a

comprehensive overview of the Wood County Historical Society’s activities and resources.
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History and Mission of Wood County Historical Society

The Wood County Historical Society was founded with the primary objective of preserving the history
and heritage of Wood County. Over the years, it has developed into a cornerstone institution dedicated to
collecting, maintaining, and interpreting historical materials related to the county’s past. The society’s
mission emphasizes the importance of education, preservation, and public engagement in promoting an

understanding of Wood County’s cultural and historical significance.

Founding and Development

Established in the early 20th century, the Wood County Historical Society began as a grassroots effort by
local historians and community leaders who recognized the importance of safeguarding the county’s
historical records and artifacts. Through decades of growth, the society expanded its collections and facilities,

securing a dedicated museum and archive space to serve the community effectively.



Mission and Vision

The society’s mission focuses on preserving Wood County’s history for future generations by collecting
artifacts, documents, and oral histories. It also seeks to provide educational opportunities that foster a deeper
appreciation of the county’s unique heritage. The vision includes becoming a leading resource in historical

scholarship and community engagement within the region.

Collections and Archives

The Wood County Historical Society maintains an extensive collection of artifacts, documents, photographs,
and ephemera that chronicle the county’s development from its earliest days to the present. These
collections serve as a critical resource for historians, genealogists, students, and community members

interested in local history.

Artifacts and Exhibits

The society’s artifact collection includes items related to the county’s industrial, agricultural, and cultural
history. Objects such as tools, clothing, household items, and machinery represent the everyday lives of
‘Wood County residents throughout different time periods. These artifacts are often displayed in rotating

exhibits that highlight various aspects of local history.

Document and Photograph Archives

One of the society’s most valuable assets is its archival collection, which contains historical documents, maps,
newspapers, and photographs. These materials provide detailed insights into the political, social, and
economic history of Wood County. The archives are carefully preserved and organized to facilitate research

and public access.

Genealogical Resources

For individuals researching family histories, the Wood County Historical Society offers specialized
genealogical collections. These resources include census records, birth and death certificates, cemetery
records, and family histories, making the society a vital tool for genealogists tracing their ancestry in the

region.



Educational Programs and Community Outreach

Education is a central component of the Wood County Historical Society’s activities. The organization
develops and implements a variety of programs aimed at increasing public knowledge and appreciation of

local history.

School Programs and Curriculum Support

The society collaborates with local schools to provide history-based educational programs that align with
curriculum standards. These programs include guided tours, classroom presentations, and hands-on activities

designed to engage students with the county’s history in an interactive manner.

Workshops and Lectures

Throughout the year, the society organizes workshops and lecture series featuring historians, authors, and
experts on topics related to Wood County’s history and heritage. These events provide opportunities for

lifelong learning and community dialogue.

Community Partnerships

By partnering with libraries, museums, and civic organizations, the Wood County Historical Society
extends its reach and impact. These collaborations enhance the availability of historical resources and

promote shared cultural initiatives within the community.

Events and Exhibitions

The Wood County Historical Society hosts a variety of events and exhibitions that celebrate the county’s
history and engage the public in meaningful ways. These activities help to sustain interest in local heritage

and support the society’s mission.

Annual Historical Exhibits

Each year, the society curates special exhibits that showcase significant themes, anniversaries, or collections.
These exhibits often feature rare artifacts and newly researched histories, attracting visitors from across the

region.



Heritage Festivals and Commemorations

The society participates in and organizes heritage festivals and commemorative events that celebrate Wood
County’s cultural traditions and historical milestones. These events provide a festive atmosphere for

community involvement and historical education.

Special Programs and Fundraisers

To support its operations, the society conducts fundraising events such as historical dinners, auctions, and
membership drives. These programs also serve as social occasions that connect members and supporters of

the local history community.

Membership and Volunteer Opportunities

Membership in the Wood County Historical Society offers individuals the chance to actively support
historical preservation and participate in a vibrant community of history enthusiasts. Volunteers are

essential to the society’s success and help with various activities and projects.

Benefits of Membership

Members receive benefits such as newsletters, early access to events and exhibits, and discounts on
educational programs. Membership supports the society’s mission and provides a sense of connection to the

county’s heritage.

Volunteer Roles

Volunteers assist with archival processing, exhibit installation, event coordination, and educational
programming. The society encourages community members with diverse skills and interests to contribute

their time and expertise.

How to Get Involved

Interested individuals can join the society or volunteer by contacting the organization directly.
Participation offers rewarding opportunities to engage with local history and help preserve Wood County’s

cultural legacy.

e Preserve historical artifacts and documents



Support educational initiatives and public programming

Participate in community events and heritage celebrations

Contribute to genealogical and archival research

e Engage with local historians and cultural organizations

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the mission of the Wood County Historical Society?

The mission of the Wood County Historical Society is to preserve, interpret, and promote the rich history

and heritage of Wood County through collections, exhibits, and educational programs.

Where is the Wood County Historical Society located?

The Wood County Historical Society is located in Bowling Green, Ohio, serving the local community and

visitors interested in the region's history.

‘What types of exhibits can visitors expect at the Wood County Historical
Society?

Visitors can explore exhibits featuring local artifacts, historical documents, photographs, and displays that

highlight Wood County's cultural, industrial, and social history.

Does the Wood County Historical Society offer educational programs?

Yes, the Wood County Historical Society offers various educational programs, including school tours,

lectures, workshops, and community events to engage all age groups.

Can individuals become members of the Wood County Historical Society?

Yes, individuals can become members to support the Society’s work and gain benefits such as event

invitations, newsletters, and volunteering opportunities.

Are there any special events hosted by the Wood County Historical



Society?

The Society hosts special events such as historical reenactments, heritage festivals, guest speaker

presentations, and seasonal celebrations to engage the community.

How can someone access the archives or research materials at the Wood
County Historical Society?

Researchers can access the archives by appointment, where they can review historical documents,

photographs, and genealogical resources with assistance from staff and volunteers.

Is the Wood County Historical Society involved in preservation projects?

Yes, the Society actively participates in preserving historic buildings, landmarks, and artifacts within Wood

County to maintain the area's historical integrity.

How can people support the Wood County Historical Society?

Support can be provided through memberships, donations, volunteering, attending events, and spreading

awareness about the Society’s mission and activities.

Additional Resources

1. Echoes of the Past: The Wood County Historical Society Chronicles

This book offers an in-depth look into the founding and development of the Wood County Historical
Society. It explores how the organization has preserved local history through artifacts, documents, and
community engagement. Readers gain insight into the society’s pivotal role in maintaining Wood County’s

cultural heritage.

2. Timeless Treasures: Artifacts and Stories from Wood County

Focusing on the unique artifacts collected by the Wood County Historical Society, this volume tells the
stories behind some of the most significant pieces. It highlights the everyday lives of Wood County
residents through objects ranging from household items to industrial tools. The book serves as a visual and

narrative journey through the county’s rich past.

3. Wood County Through the Ages: A Historical Society Perspective
This comprehensive history of Wood County is told through the lens of the Historical Society’s archives.
Covering major events, influential figures, and social changes, the book showcases how the county evolved

over centuries. It also details the society’s efforts to document and share these stories with the public.

4. Preserving Heritage: The Wood County Historical Society’s Restoration Projects

Highlighting key restoration efforts, this book features the society’s work in preserving historic buildings



and landmarks. It explains the challenges and successes encountered during various projects, emphasizing
the importance of conservation. Readers come away with a greater appreciation for the dedication involved

in maintaining Wood County’s historical sites.

5. Faces of Wood County: A Photographic History by the Historical Society

A captivating collection of photographs curated by the Wood County Historical Society, this book captures
the people and places that shaped the region. From early settlers to modern-day citizens, the images
provide a visual narrative of community life. Accompanying captions and essays offer context and personal

stories behind the photographs.

6. Wood County’s Industrial Roots: A Historical Society Exploration

This book delves into the industrial history of Wood County, highlighting factories, transportation, and
technological advances documented by the Historical Society. It examines how industry influenced the
county’s economy and social fabric. The narrative is enriched with archival materials and firsthand accounts

preserved by the society.

7. Legends and Lore: Folklore of Wood County Collected by the Historical Society

A fascinating compilation of local legends, myths, and folklore gathered by the Wood County Historical
Society. The book explores the cultural traditions and stories passed down through generations, shedding
light on the county’s unique identity. It is an engaging read for anyone interested in the mystical and

anecdotal aspects of Wood County’s history.

8. The Pioneer Spirit: Early Settlers of Wood County Documented by the Historical Society

This title focuses on the lives and contributions of Wood County’s earliest settlers, as recorded by the
Historical Society. It provides biographical sketches, settlement patterns, and challenges faced by pioneers.
The book honors their legacy and illustrates how their efforts laid the foundation for the modern

community.

9. Community Celebrations: Festivals and Events in Wood County History

Exploring the social and cultural events that have defined Wood County, this book highlights annual
festivals, fairs, and public gatherings preserved in the Historical Society’s records. It showcases how these
celebrations foster community spirit and continuity over time. Rich with photographs and personal

anecdotes, the book is a tribute to local traditions.
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wood county historical society: All-Name Index of Wood County Miriam Hayley Dougherty,
Wood County Genealogical Society, 1987

wood county historical society: Wood County, 1850-1900 Mrs. T. Roy Hodson, Herman F.
Benthul, Wood County Historical Society (Tex.), 1976

wood county historical society: Commemorative Historical and Biographical Record of Wood
County, Ohio: Historical record , 1897

wood county historical society: Ohio's Infirmary Buildings Holly Hartlerode Kirkendall,
2023 Ohio's Infirmary Buildings uses historic and documentary photography as a tool to examine the
structures once used to house Ohio's poor. Ohio became a state in 1803, and it took 48 years to
establish all 88 counties. On February 26, 1816, the Ohio General Assembly officially authorized
boards of county commissioners to obtain farms that included housing for paupers (or the poor), and
by 1874, each county in Ohio had what was originally called the poor farm. The former Wood County
Infirmary story serves as an example of how superintendents and matrons managed people in need
before modern programs helped designate specialized care. Collaboration with all 88 counties
across the state of Ohio shows a unified story of public charity and highlights the importance of
historic preservation. As early as 1937, Ohio counties began tearing down infirmaries, leaving
behind few photographic records and institutional documentation--Page 4 of cover.

wood county historical society: Bowling Green Frederick N. Honneffer, 2004 The Great
Black Swamp may have slowed the settlement of northwest Ohio, but it couldn't stop a little town
south of Toledo called Bowling Green. It blossomed into an agricultural gold mine with natural gas
and oil booms that prospered the modest Wood County seat late in the Nineteenth Century. Now as
the home of internationally known Bowling Green State University, the National Championship
Tractor Pulling Competition, and the Black Swamp Arts Festival, this formerly uninhabitable swamp
continues to attract its fair share of attention. In this pictorial history you will learn how Bowling
Green beat the odds to become the city everybody wants to revisit.

wood county historical society: Publication , 1991

wood county historical society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section
170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue Service, 2002

wood county historical society: Genealogist's Address Book. 6th Edition Elizabeth Petty
Bentley, 2009-02 This book is the answer to the perennial question, What's out there in the world of
genealogy? What organizations, institutions, special resources, and websites can help me? Where do
I write or phone or send e-mail? Once again, Elizabeth Bentley's Address Book answers these
questions and more. Now in its 6th edition, The Genealogist's Address Book gives you access to all
the key sources of genealogical information, providing names, addresses, phone numbers, fax
numbers, e-mail addresses, websites, names of contact persons, and other pertinent information for
more than 27,000 organizations, including libraries, archives, societies, government agencies, vital
records offices, professional bodies, publications, research centers, and special interest groups.

wood county historical society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 1987

wood county historical society: National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections Library of
Congress, Library of Congress. Descriptive Cataloging Division, Library of Congress. Manuscripts
Section, 1993 Based on reports from American repositories of manuscripts.

wood county historical society: STH-54 Reconstruction, Re-routing, Wisconsin Rapids
to USH-51, Wood and Portage Counties, 1991

wood county historical society: Native American Graves Protection and Repatriations Act
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Indian Affairs (1993- ), 2000

wood county historical society: Breweries of Wisconsin Jerry Apps, 2005-04-20 The story of
the Dairy State’s other major industry—beer! From the immigrants who started brewing here during
territorial days to the modern industrial giants, this is the history, the folklore, the architecture, the
advertising, and the characters that made Wisconsin the nation’s brewing leader. Updated with the
latest trends on the Wisconsin brewing scene. Apps adeptly combines diligent scholarship with




fascinating anecdotes, vividly portraying brewmasters, beer barons, saloonkeepers, and corporate
raiders. All this plus color reproductions of popular beer labels and a detailed recipe for home
brew.—Wisconsin Magazine of History In a highly readable style Apps links together ethnic
influence, agriculture, geography, natural resources, meteorology, changing technology, and
transportation to explore some of the mystique, romance and folklore associated with beer from
antiquity to the present day in Wisconsin.—The Brewers Bulletin

wood county historical society: Wood County, 1850-1900 Wood County Historical Society
(Texas), 1976 The history of Wood County and it's people.

wood county historical society: Roster, 2001

wood county historical society: Wisconsin Quilts Ellen Kort, 2008-05-30 Provides a new state
quilt books to add to your collection, while you enjoy the projects and historical inspiration it
provides Only book to cover quilts documented by the Wisconsin Quilt History Project - part of a
nationwide effort to preserve quilting Storytelling - is as old as humanity, and quilting is among the
most prolific mediums. Wisconsin Quilts brings readers 100 antique quilts stitched by immigrants
between the 1800s and the mid-20th century, through times of war, economic development and
depression, with continued perseverance. You will learn about the history of the day, and gain
information about 10 of the quilt blocks used to create each the various quilts featured.

wood county historical society: United States Highway 10, Marshfield-Waupaca, Wood,
Portage and Waupaca Counties, Wisconsin , 1998

wood county historical society: North Baltimore and Its Neighbors Thomas W. Boltz, 2009
Located 25 miles south of Toledo, North Baltimore and its neighboring communities have seen
dramatic changes since being settled in the 1830s. Pioneers labored to establish small farms and
villages in the midst of what was then the Black Swamp, gradually achieving modest but precarious
success. Then, in the 1880s, oil was discovered. The area flourished, attracting speculators, turning
farmers into millionaires, and transforming quiet villages into rough-and-tumble boomtowns. It was
a colorful period that also brought large homes, imposing commercial buildings, and grand town
halls. However, by 1915, the oil field was depleted, and North Baltimore and its neighbors returned
to their existence as quiet towns. Since then, many of the beautiful old buildings have disappeared,
obscuring evidence of the area's dynamic history. With over 200 pictures, many from private
collections, North Baltimore and Its Neighbors helps ensure that this history will not be forgotten.

wood county historical society: Artists in Ohio, 1787-1900 Mary Sayre Haverstock,
Jeannette Mahoney Vance, Brian L. Meggitt, 2000 A three-volume guide to the early art and artists
of Ohio. It includes coverage of fine art, photography, ornamental penmanship, tombstone carving,
china painting, illustrating, cartooning and the execution of panoramas and theatrical scenery.

wood county historical society: A Davidson-Stewart Genealogy of Wood County, Ohio
Berniece C. Smith, 1988 Robert Davidson (ca.1790-1834) married Margaret Murdock, and they
immigrated in 1834 from Scotland to land in Webster Township, Wood County, Ohio. His brother
William immigrated with them, and settled in Illinois. Descendants and relatives lived in Ohio,
Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin and elsewhere. To a major degree, the book lists the descendants and
relatives who lived (at one time or another) in Wood County, Ohio.
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