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women in politics in india have played a pivotal role in shaping the nation’s democratic
and social landscape. From the early days of the independence movement to the
contemporary political arena, women leaders have contributed significantly to policy-
making, governance, and social reform. Despite facing numerous challenges such as
gender bias, societal restrictions, and political marginalization, women in India have
persevered to establish their presence in various political offices at local, state, and
national levels. This article explores the historical context, challenges, achievements, and
future prospects of women in Indian politics. It also delves into landmark legislation,
prominent women politicians, and the ongoing efforts to enhance female political
participation. The discussion provides a comprehensive overview of the evolving role of
women in India’s political sphere and highlights the importance of gender inclusivity in
governance and development. The following sections outline the key aspects covered in
this article.

Historical Evolution of Women in Indian Politics

Challenges Faced by Women in Politics in India

Prominent Women Leaders and Their Contributions

Legislative Measures and Policies Supporting Women in Politics

Women’s Political Representation at Different Levels

Future Prospects and Strategies for Enhancing Women’s Participation

Historical Evolution of Women in Indian Politics
The involvement of women in Indian politics has deep roots that trace back to the pre-
independence era. Women actively participated in the freedom struggle, with leaders like
Sarojini Naidu, Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, and Aruna Asaf Ali playing crucial roles. Their
engagement laid the foundation for women’s political activism and representation in
independent India. Post-independence, the Indian Constitution guaranteed equal political
rights to women, enabling them to contest elections and hold public office.

Women in the Freedom Movement
During the Indian independence movement, women broke traditional barriers by joining
protests, civil disobedience, and social reform initiatives. Figures such as Rani Lakshmibai
of Jhansi symbolized female leadership and resistance. The active participation of women
in political activities during this period was instrumental in shaping the narrative for
gender equality in governance.



Post-Independence Political Participation
After India gained independence in 1947, women began to occupy formal political
positions. The first general elections in 1952 saw several women elected to the
Parliament. However, their numbers remained modest, reflecting the societal challenges
and patriarchal norms prevalent at the time. Despite this, women continued to influence
policy reforms and social legislation.

Challenges Faced by Women in Politics in India
Women in politics in India confront multiple obstacles that impede their full participation
and influence. These challenges range from socio-cultural constraints to systemic political
barriers. Understanding these hurdles is essential to addressing gender disparities in
political representation and empowerment.

Societal and Cultural Barriers
The deeply entrenched patriarchal mindset in many parts of India often limits women’s
political aspirations. Traditional gender roles, family responsibilities, and societal
expectations discourage many women from entering politics. Additionally, women
politicians frequently face discrimination, harassment, and stereotyping, which can deter
active involvement.

Political and Institutional Challenges
Within political parties and institutions, women often struggle to secure leadership
positions or nominations for winnable seats. Male-dominated party hierarchies and lack of
mentorship reduce women’s opportunities. Moreover, limited access to financial resources
and campaigning infrastructure further restrict their political competitiveness.

Prominent Women Leaders and Their
Contributions
Throughout India’s political history, several women leaders have made remarkable
contributions at various levels, inspiring generations and breaking glass ceilings. Their
leadership has been instrumental in advancing women’s rights and bringing diverse
perspectives to governance.

Indira Gandhi: The First Woman Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi remains one of the most iconic figures in Indian politics, serving as the
Prime Minister for over 15 years. Her tenure was marked by significant political decisions,
economic reforms, and efforts to strengthen India’s global standing. As the first female



Prime Minister of India, she set a precedent for women’s leadership in the highest
echelons of power.

Other Influential Women Politicians
Beyond Indira Gandhi, many other women have left an indelible mark, including:

Sonia Gandhi – Former President of the Indian National Congress

Mayawati – Leader of the Bahujan Samaj Party and former Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh

Mamata Banerjee – Current Chief Minister of West Bengal and founder of the All
India Trinamool Congress

Sushma Swaraj – Former Minister of External Affairs known for her diplomatic
prowess

Pratibha Patil – First woman President of India

Legislative Measures and Policies Supporting
Women in Politics
The Indian government and various institutions have introduced multiple legislative
initiatives to enhance the political participation of women. These measures aim to create a
more gender-inclusive political environment and ensure equitable representation.

Reservation Policies
One of the most significant legislative efforts is the reservation of seats for women in local
self-government bodies, known as Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs). The 73rd and 74th
Constitutional Amendments mandate that at least one-third of seats be reserved for
women in rural and urban local bodies, respectively. This policy has dramatically
increased women’s grassroots political engagement.

Women’s Reservation Bill
The Women’s Reservation Bill, also known as the Constitution (108th Amendment) Bill,
proposes reserving 33% of seats in the Parliament and State Legislative Assemblies for
women. Although it has faced political hurdles and remains pending, this bill represents a
critical step toward enhancing women’s representation at higher political levels.



Women’s Political Representation at Different
Levels
Women’s participation in Indian politics varies significantly across different governance
levels. While representation at the grassroots has improved due to reservation policies,
challenges remain at state and national levels.

Local Governance
Women’s representation in Panchayats and Municipalities has seen a substantial rise
following reservation mandates. This empowerment at the local level enables women to
influence development policies, social welfare programs, and community decision-making
directly.

State and National Legislatures
Despite gradual improvements, women still constitute a relatively small proportion of
elected representatives in State Legislative Assemblies and the Parliament. Efforts
continue to increase these numbers through party nominations and advocacy for
legislative quotas.

Future Prospects and Strategies for Enhancing
Women’s Participation
Advancing the role of women in politics in India requires multifaceted strategies that
address existing barriers and promote gender equality in political processes.

Education and Capacity Building
Empowering women through education, political training, and leadership development
programs is essential. These initiatives can enhance women’s confidence, skills, and
understanding of political mechanisms, enabling more effective participation.

Political Party Reforms and Support
Political parties must adopt internal reforms to promote women’s leadership, provide
equitable opportunities for candidacy, and support female politicians with resources and
mentorship. Transparent and inclusive party structures can foster greater gender
diversity.



Public Awareness and Advocacy
Raising public awareness about the importance of women’s political participation helps
challenge stereotypes and societal biases. Advocacy campaigns, media representation, and
civil society engagement can create a more supportive environment for women leaders.

Legal and Institutional Measures
Strengthening and implementing laws related to women’s political rights, ensuring
protection against harassment, and promoting gender-sensitive policies are critical for
sustaining women’s active involvement in politics.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the current representation of women in the
Indian Parliament?
As of 2024, women constitute about 14% of the Lok Sabha (House of the People) and
approximately 11% of the Rajya Sabha (Council of States), reflecting a gradual increase in
female political representation in India.

Who was the first woman Prime Minister of India?
Indira Gandhi was the first woman Prime Minister of India, serving from 1966 to 1977 and
again from 1980 until her assassination in 1984.

What are some significant challenges faced by women in
Indian politics?
Women in Indian politics often face challenges such as gender bias, patriarchal societal
norms, limited access to party leadership roles, safety concerns, and balancing political
careers with family responsibilities.

How has the Women’s Reservation Bill impacted
women’s participation in politics?
The Women’s Reservation Bill, proposing 33% reservation for women in Parliament and
state legislatures, has sparked widespread debate. Although not yet passed at the national
level, it has raised awareness and led to increased women’s participation in local
governance through Panchayati Raj institutions.

Which Indian state has the highest number of women in



its legislative assembly?
As of recent data, states like Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh have shown significant female
representation in their legislative assemblies, with Rajasthan often highlighted for actively
promoting women candidates.

What role do women leaders play in shaping policy in
India?
Women leaders in India have been instrumental in advocating for policies related to
women’s rights, education, health, and social welfare, contributing to a more inclusive and
equitable political agenda.

Can you name some prominent contemporary women
politicians in India?
Prominent contemporary women politicians in India include Sushma Swaraj, Mamata
Banerjee, Nirmala Sitharaman, Sonia Gandhi, and Smriti Irani, who have held key
positions at both state and national levels.

How has the participation of women in local governance
evolved in India?
Since the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments in the 1990s, which mandated one-
third reservation for women in Panchayati Raj institutions, women’s participation in local
governance has significantly increased, empowering many at the grassroots level.

Additional Resources
1. Women in Indian Politics: Empowerment and Leadership
This book explores the journey of women in Indian politics, highlighting their struggles,
achievements, and the barriers they face. It provides a comprehensive analysis of women’s
political participation from independence to the present day. The author also discusses
policies and initiatives aimed at increasing women’s representation in governance.

2. Breaking Barriers: The Rise of Women Politicians in India
Focusing on prominent women leaders, this book narrates inspiring stories of women who
have broken societal and political barriers to emerge as influential figures in Indian
politics. It examines the socio-cultural challenges and the changing landscape of political
opportunities for women. The book also sheds light on grassroots movements led by
women.

3. Gender and Governance: Women’s Role in Indian Politics
This academic work delves into the intersection of gender and politics in India, analyzing
how governance structures impact women’s participation. It critiques existing political
frameworks and suggests reforms to create a more inclusive political environment. Case
studies from various states provide a detailed understanding of regional dynamics.



4. From Purdah to Parliament: Women Making History in Indian Politics
Tracing the historical evolution of women’s political involvement, this book covers the
transition from traditional roles to prominent positions in the Indian Parliament. It
highlights pioneering women leaders and their contributions to policy-making and social
change. The narrative emphasizes the cultural shifts that have facilitated women’s
political empowerment.

5. Women in Local Governance: Panchayati Raj and Beyond
This book focuses on the critical role of women in local self-government institutions in
India, particularly after the 73rd and 74th constitutional amendments. It evaluates the
impact of reservation policies for women in Panchayats and Municipalities. The author
provides insights into how local governance has empowered women and transformed rural
and urban political landscapes.

6. Political Participation and Representation of Women in India
Offering a statistical and qualitative analysis, this book examines the levels of women’s
political participation and representation across different political parties and regions. It
discusses factors influencing women’s electoral success and the role of women’s wings
within parties. The book also addresses challenges such as gender bias and political
violence.

7. Iconic Women Leaders of India: Politics and Power
Highlighting biographies of iconic women leaders like Indira Gandhi, Sushma Swaraj, and
Mayawati, this book provides insights into their leadership styles, political strategies, and
legacies. It explores how these leaders have shaped Indian politics and inspired
subsequent generations of women. The book also reflects on the complex interplay
between gender and power.

8. Women, Politics, and Social Change in India
This interdisciplinary work examines how women’s political engagement has contributed
to broader social transformations in India. It covers movements related to women’s rights,
education, and economic empowerment alongside political participation. The book
underscores the role of women politicians in advocating progressive policies and social
justice.

9. Challenges and Triumphs: Women Politicians in Contemporary India
Focusing on the contemporary political scene, this book discusses the ongoing challenges
women face, such as patriarchal norms, media representation, and political violence. It
also celebrates recent successes and increasing visibility of women in national and state
legislatures. The author offers policy recommendations to enhance women’s political
empowerment in the future.
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  women in politics in india: Women in State Politics in India Pam Rajput, Usha Thakkar,
2023-04-28 The dynamics of Indian politics is reflected in the flexible and fluctuating relations
between the centre and the states as well as in the equations within the multiparty political system.
This book is one of the first to explore the participation of women in state politics in India and how
women navigate the dynamic spaces and hierarchies of the Indian political system. With the help of
in-depth studies of 16 states in India, it analyses the gender profile of political parties and legislative
bodies in these states; the question of women’s representation which is miniscule in legislative
assemblies and women voters and their voting choices. It also explores the roadblocks and barriers
they face, along with a study of women’s participation in informal politics. The chapters in this book
underline the need for women’s active participation both inside and outside the party system to
make democracy more robust and meaningful. Topical, rich in empirical data, this book will be an
essential read for scholars and researchers of Indian politics, gender studies, political science,
sociology, public administration, and South Asia studies.
  women in politics in india: Women in Indian Politics and Media Coverage Dr. Yogesh
Babu Thunga, 2024-12-07 This Book is about Women in Indian politics, one cannot overlook the
indispensable role that women have played, are playing, and will continue to play in shaping the
destiny of our nation. The journey of women in Indian politics is not merely a historical account but a
testament to resilience, determination, and the quest for equality. In this meticulously crafted
volume, the authors delve deep into the multifaceted dimensions of women's participation in Indian
politics and the pivotal role of media in shaping public perception. From a historical overview to a
forward-looking vision, each chapter provides invaluable insights into the challenges faced, the
triumphs achieved, and the road ahead for achieving gender parity in our political discourse. The
socio-cultural context in which Indian politics operates is intricately intertwined with the status of
women in society. Through a meticulous examination of this context, the authors shed light on the
structural barriers, gender-based discrimination, and societal expectations that have hindered
women's political participation for centuries. However, this book does not dwell solely on the
challenges; it also highlights the remarkable evolution of women's participation in Indian politics.
From the pre-independence era to the present day, the narrative is replete with examples of women
who defied the odds and rose to positions of power and influence. Crucially, the authors critically
analyse the role of media in both perpetuating biases and stereotypes and amplifying women's
voices in the political arena. By dissecting the representation and portrayal of women in mainstream
media, this volume offers valuable insights into the impact of media coverage on women's political
participation. Moreover, through compelling case studies, readers are introduced to the success
stories and challenges faced by prominent women politicians. These stories serve as a source of
inspiration and a reminder of the transformative power of political leadership. As we chart the
course for the future, this book serves as a roadmap for enhancing women's political participation
and reforming media representation. By offering concrete recommendations and a long-term vision
for gender-inclusive politics, the authors invite stakeholders to join hands in building a more
equitable and inclusive political landscape. In conclusion, Women in Indian Politics & Media
Coverage is not just a scholarly endeavor; it is a call to action for all those committed to the
principles of gender equality and social justice. I commend the authors for their insightful analysis
and their unwavering commitment to advancing the cause of women in Indian politics. May this book
serve as a catalyst for change and inspire future generations to strive for a more inclusive and
democratic society.
  women in politics in india: Women Legislators in Indian Politics Pitam Singh, 2003 It Is A
Longitudinal Study Of Women Legislators In U.P. From 1952 To 2002. Seeks To Analyse Their Role
Both In The Legislators And The Party Organisation. Main Areas Concerned Are Their
Socio-Economic Porofiles, The Routes They Took To Reach Their Position, Their Performance, The
Kind Of Issues Raised And The Problems Faced By Them.
  women in politics in india: Women in Modern India Geraldine Forbes, Geraldine Hancock



Forbes, 1999-04-28 In a compelling study of Indian women, Geraldine Forbes considers their recent
history from the nineteenth century under colonial rule to the twentieth century after Independence.
She begins with the reform movement, established by men to educate women, and demonstrates
how education changed women's lives enabling them to take part in public life. Through their own
accounts of their lives and activities, she documents the formation of their organisations, their
participation in the struggle for freedom, their role in the colonial economy and the development of
the women's movement in India since 1947.
  women in politics in india: Women in Indian Politics Niroja Sinhā, 2000 Recent years have
witnessed a concern at the marginal presence of women in Politics. The concern has been voiced
through international for a on the one hand and national and local level women groups and
academics on the other. The involvement of women in politics in now regarded as an important
factor for a healthy democracy. No democracy can be termed as healthy, if half on the population
does not participate in the political process. It is also being increasingly realized that participation
as mere voters is not enough. It has to be followed by large scale participation in the
policy-formulation and decision making process. This book is an attempt at analyzing the problems
related to women's political participation in the Indian context. Gender and patriarchy have been
used as the conceptual framework. The environmental factors-socio-economic, political and
cultural-are in some way or the other, directly related to the norms of gender and patriarchy . About
The Author: - Dr. Niroj Sinha, presently Principal of M.M. College, Patna University. She has been
engaged in women studies since 1981 and has undertaken research on various aspects of women's
life. She has completed two projects, funded by Union Ministry of Welfare and Ministry of Human
Resources Development. She has also worked for two international projects-Women in Public
Admin., International Perspectives and Women and Politics World-Wide, which have published in
book form from Haywarth and Yale, in USA. She has been attending the World Congresses of
Political Science since 1979 regularly and has widely travelled in North America, South America,
Europe and erstwhile USSR. She has also visited some of the South Asian countries. Contents: - List
of Tables List of Contributors Introduction Demystifying Gender: A Step to Social Equity Patriarchy,
Politics and Women Women and Political Participation Women's Participation in National Freedom
Struggle The Political Scenario in India and Women
  women in politics in india: Women and Politics in India Bhawana Jharta, 1996
  women in politics in india: Women and Politics Worldwide Barbara J. Nelson, Najma
Chowdhury, Nājamā Caudhurī, 1994-01-01 This is the first book to analyse the complexities of
women's political participation on a cross-national scale and from a feminist perspective. Surveying
forty-three countries, chosen to represent a variety of political systems, regions, and levels of ecomic
development, questions of women's status, power, means, and methods of reform, are addressed on
a global scale. Includes chapters on the following countries: Argentina, Australia, Bangladesh,
Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, China, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia(former), Egypt, France, Germany,
Ghana, Great Britain, Greece, Hong Kong, Hungary, India, Israel, Japan, Kenya, Korea, Rebpublic
of(South Korea), Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, The Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Palestine, Papua New
Guinea, Peru, The Philippines, Poland, Puerto Rico, South Africa, Spain, Sudan, Switzerland, Turkey,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics(former), United States, Uruguay.
  women in politics in india: The Oxford Handbook of Indian Politics Sumit Ganguly, Eswaran
Sridharan, 2024-07-11 The study of Indian politics has witnessed a dramatic revival worldwide in the
last few decades. There have been significant developments in national politics since 2014 with the
advent of the single-party majority government of the Bharatiya Janata Party, the first such majority
since 1984. Moreover, the results of the 17th Lok Sabha (Lower House) election in India in 2019
have had major implications for the party system in India. In the light of these developments, The
Oxford Handbook of Indian Politics provides the most comprehensive, up-to-date coverage of the
state of contemporary Indian politics. To that end, it examines the evolution of core institutions,
processes, policies, and associated issues that are being debated in India's politics. It also provides
historical contexts, discusses the state of the extant literature in each issue area, and suggests



avenues for future research. The contributors to this volume are all noted scholars and researchers
in their respective fields of specialization located both in India and around the world. The major
topics covered include the Constitution, citizenship, the houses of Parliament, the Cabinet, the
judiciary, federalism and local governments, elections, parties and coalitions, secularism and
minorities, caste, gender and migration, political violence, political finance, political economy, and
foreign and defence policies. In effect, The Oxford Handbook of Indian Politics offers scholars,
analysts, and students a sweeping overview of the current landscape of Indian politics, with
particular attention to issues that have emerged over the past decade.
  women in politics in india: The Palgrave Handbook of Women’s Political Rights Susan
Franceschet, Mona Lena Krook, Netina Tan, 2018-10-26 This Palgrave Handbook provides a
definitive account of women’s political rights across all major regions of the world, focusing both on
women’s right to vote and women’s right to run for political office. This dual focus makes this the
first book to combine historical overviews of debates about enfranchising women alongside analyses
of more contemporary efforts to increase women’s political representation around the globe.
Chapter authors map and assess the impact of these groundbreaking reforms, providing insight into
these dynamics in a wide array of countries where women’s suffrage and representation have taken
different paths and led to varying degrees of transformation. On the eve of many countries
celebrating a century of women’s suffrage, as well as record numbers of women elected and
appointed to political office, this timely volume offers an important introduction to ongoing
developments related to women’s political empowerment worldwide. It will be of interest to
studentsand scholars across the fields of gender and politics, women’s studies, history and sociology.
  women in politics in india: Women and Political Process Mr. Rohit Manglik, 2023-01-23 In
this book, we will study about women and the political process. It discusses women’s participation in
governance, policymaking, and political movements.
  women in politics in india: Indian Women Across Generations Uma Narula, 2005 The Book
Indian Women Across Generations Brings Forth The Life And Predicament Of Women, Including In
Its Narration The Discriminations And Denials To Them In The Past As Well As In The Present In
Particular Areas Of Activities. It Attempts To Chronicle The Struggles And Achievements Of The
Generations Highlighted Through Their Experiences. The Study Derives Much Of Its Strength And
Sophistication From The Basis Of Women S Experiences Of Oppression That They Continued To
Experience Daily And Exclusions Of Various Kinds.The Pain, Anger, Helplessness, And Mental
Turmoil Of Women Of The Bygone Eras; The Anger, Assertiveness Of The Present Age All Put
Together Created New Identity For Women. The Book Provides A Wider Perspective On The Roots
Of Women S Lifestyles In General And Interrelated Development Issues Of Women Across Five
Generations Over A Period Dating Back To A Century 1900 To 2000 In Particular. The Focus Is To
Assess The Forces Which Goaded Women To Act Against The Currents Of Their Times; The
Conditions Which Insulated Them From Society S Expectations Giving Them Strength, Energy, And
A Sense Of Destiny And Determination To Not To Accept The Conventional, Or Say Pathetic And
Submissive Female Roles.Women Have Come A Long Way Since A Century Back Though All
Development Are Not Universally Applicable. The Book Interestingly Highlights The Insights And
Challenges Of Indian Women Belonging To Different Generations And Different Age Groups.This
Book Will Be An Asset For Those Interested In Women Studies And An Illuminating And Provocative
Book For All Others Concerned With Women Issues.
  women in politics in india: Women Voters in Indian Elections Sanjay Kumar, 2021-08-12 This
book looks at different dimensions of political participation of women voters in India. Elections in
India have witnessed an increasing electoral participation of women, both as political actors and as
voters. Taking note of this positive development, the book looks at what has contributed to this
increased turnout among women voters in Indian elections and discusses in detail the factors that
facilitate or hinder this participation. Drawing on empirical data from 11 Indian states, it looks at
key issues like the voting behaviour and political activities of Indian women; individual and
motivational factors affecting participation; the political socialization of women at home; the role of



internalized patriarchy and political opinions; along with the challenges faced by women in attaining
representation in Indian politics. An important contribution in the study of voting patterns, this book
will be indispensable to scholars and researchers of political studies, women’s studies, gender
studies, sociology, Indian politics, political sociology, voting behaviour and South Asian studies. It
will also be useful for journalists and activists.
  women in politics in india: Women and Politics Malliga Och, 2023-02-14 Focusing on the
distinct identities and diverse lived experiences of women in a wide range of countries and cultures,
this book provides a comprehensive overview of women in local, regional, and national politics
around the world. Woman and Politics takes on the historical challenges women have and continue
to face, and the victories they have achieved, in political cultures and structures around the world.
The introduction walks readers through the key issues, pressing concerns, and foremost questions
that researchers confront in their studies of women in various political roles across the globe. The
remainder of the book, divided into eight chapters, covers such topics as women's suffrage, the
status of women in politics today, women as national leaders, barriers to women's political
representation, and others. Leading experts and emerging scholars come together in this volume to
ask and provide answers to the question of why gender parity is so important in politics. They
answer that only women, who as a group have a distinct identity and lived experiences that differ
from men's collective identities and interests, can accurately represent themselves both at home and
on the world stage.
  women in politics in india: Women’s Empowerment in India Anjoo Sharan Upadhyaya,
Åshild Kolås, Eileen Connolly, 2024-03-19 The volume brings together readings describing a range
of less-traversed aspects and transferences of women’s rights and struggles in India and develops a
comprehensive understanding of the interface between women’s activism and politics. The book
documents and discusses diverse ways in which Indian women have struggled for empowerment,
political voice and representation, and rallied against injustice and discrimination. Against the
backdrop of women’s assertion of rights and negotiations for empowerment, the chapters in this
volume explore diverse facets of collective agency, and emanations of women’s politico-legal
struggles against stereotypes of gender and class in post-independence India. While the
donor-driven international community has been eager to celebrate the successes of its global
normative agenda-setting and ‘best practices’ approach, this book - based primarily on field research
by the contributors - showcases authentic local ownership and women’s own agency, taking
seriously the need to understand the cultural context and pay attention to intersectionality. It
presents various examples of women’s activism for change, reflecting on the quotidian struggles and
dynamic assertions of voice and political power, within and outside of formal political institutions.
The book is a contribution to the debate about agency and ownership as key aspects of
empowerment, highlighting women who defy dominant narratives. It will be an essential read for
students and academics of political science, gender studies, sociology and social sciences, and
cultural studies. It will also be of interest to readers interested in the history of women’s movements
and their participation in national and local politics in India.
  women in politics in india: Women, Politics, and Power Pamela Paxton, Melanie M.
Hughes, Tiffany D. Barnes, 2020-03-17 Women, Politics, and Power: A Global Perspective provides a
clear, detailed introduction to women’s political participation and representation across a wide
range of countries and regions. Through broad statistical overviews and detailed case-study
accounts, the authors document both historical trends and the contemporary state of women’s
political strength. Readers see the cultural, structural, political, and international influences on
women’s access to political power, and the difference women make once in political office. The
fourth edition includes the latest information available on women in politics around the world,
including current events as they have unfolded across the globe. The newest thinking in the field is
presented, including on violence against women in politics. Approach and Features Nine thematic
chapters explain women’s access to office in the executive, legislative, and judicial branches, and
why it matters. Six chapters cover women’s political power in specific geographic regions with



recent research and events.The book’s intersectional perspective attends to the ways gender
interacts with other forms of difference, both throughout the volume and in a dedicated chapter.A
bounty of figures, maps, and tables provide visual accounts of the variations in women’s access to
political power around the world, the growth in women’s political power over time, and persistent
obstacles to gender equality in politics.
  women in politics in india: Women's Political Participation and Representation in Asia Kazuki
Iwanaga, 2008 The ability of a small elite of highly educated, upper-class Asian women to obtain the
highest political positions in their country is unmatched elsewhere in the world and deserves study.
But there is a marked lack of relevant research as well as of comprehensive and user-friendly texts.
Aiming to fill the gap is this timely and important study of the various obstacles and opportunities
for women's political participation and representation in Asia.
  women in politics in india: Encyclopedia of Women and Islamic Cultures Suad Joseph,
Afsāna Naǧmābādī, 2003 Family, Law and Politics, Volume II of the Encyclopedia of Women &
Islamic Cultures, brings together over 360 entries on women, family, law, politics, and Islamic
cultures around the world.
  women in politics in india: Women and Politics in Twentieth Century Africa and Asia , 1981
  women in politics in india: Human Rights in Postcolonial India Om Prakash Dwivedi, V. G.
Julie Rajan, 2016-02-26 This volume looks at human rights in independent India through frameworks
comparable to those in other postcolonial nations in the Global South. It examines wide-ranging
issues that require immediate attention such as those related to disability, violence, torture,
education, LGBT, neoliberalism, and social justice. The essays presented here explore the discourse
surrounding human rights, and engage with aspects linked to the functioning of democracy, security
and strategic matters, and terrorism, especially post 9/11. They also discuss cases connected with
human rights violations in India and underline the need for a transparent approach and a more
comprehensive perspective of India’s human rights record. Part of the series Ethics, Human Rights
and Global Political Thought, the volume will be an important resource for academics, policy makers,
civil society organisations, lawyers and those concerned with human rights. It will also be useful to
scholars and researchers of Indian politics, law and sociology.
  women in politics in india: Globalisation, Governance and Human Rights: South Asian
Experiences Anisur Rahman, Niharika Tiwari, 2022-01-01 With increasing geo-strategic importance
in contemporary scenario, the South Asia can be accorded as a region of special relevance in context
of globalization and international politics. The present book delves deep into the pros and cons of
inter-linkages between globalization, governance and issues of human rights in South Asia. The book
discusses an array of issues relating to globalization, governance and issues of human rights. The
micro level issues are discussed in a way that it will give an insight to develop a framework and
better understanding at macro level. In this book, readers will find the debate between proponents
and critics of globalization in detail to comprehend the context in toto. The governance and its
connection with globalization is also dealt with accordingly. The issue of human rights in the
globalized world needs to be given proper attention so as to understand all indispensable aspects to
have a complete understanding of South Asia in a globalized world. The book throws light on issues
and challenges like conflicts, human rights issues, poor governance, gender imbalance, poverty and
unemployment. This will certainly help readers to understand the South Asia through
post-development perspective. It will also be helpful for scholars, general readers and policy-makers
in understanding and developing their own perspectives and formulating policy on South Asia in
contemporary globalized scenario.
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