wku ncaa tournament history

wku ncaa tournament history chronicles the Western Kentucky University
Hilltoppers' journey through the prestigious NCAA basketball tournament. Over
the decades, WKU has established itself as a competitive force in college
basketball, with numerous appearances, memorable victories, and standout
players contributing to its rich legacy. This article delves into the key
moments, team performances, notable players, and overall impact of WKU in the
NCAA tournament context. By examining the Hilltoppers’ tournament history,
readers gain insight into how the program has evolved and its significance
within college basketball. The following sections will cover the historical
timeline of WKU’s NCAA tournament appearances, highlight significant
achievements and milestones, analyze prominent players and coaches, and
discuss the program’s influence on college basketball culture. This
comprehensive overview aims to provide a detailed understanding of WKU’s NCAA
tournament history and its lasting impact on the sport.

e Historical Timeline of WKU NCAA Tournament Appearances
e Significant Achievements and Milestones
e Notable Players and Coaches in WKU Tournament History

e WKU's Impact on College Basketball through NCAA Tournament Participation

Historical Timeline of WKU NCAA Tournament
Appearances

The Western Kentucky University Hilltoppers have a long and storied history
in the NCAA tournament, marked by multiple entries spanning several decades.
WKU's presence in the tournament began in the mid-20th century and has
continued with varying degrees of success, reflecting the program’s growth
and competitiveness. Tracking the timeline of appearances provides a clear
view of the evolution of WKU's basketball program within the national
collegiate scene.

Early Appearances and Breakthroughs

WKU made its first NCAA tournament appearance in 1942, signaling the start of
its journey on the national stage. The early years saw the Hilltoppers
gradually establishing themselves as a formidable team. Throughout the 1950s
and 1960s, WKU participated in several tournaments, gaining valuable
experience and recognition. Notably, the 1954 NCAA tournament marked a
breakthrough when WKU advanced to the Elite Eight, showcasing their



competitive potential.

Peak Performance Era in the 1970s

The 1970s represented a golden era in WKU NCAA tournament history. During
this decade, the Hilltoppers made multiple deep runs, including a memorable
appearance in the 1971 NCAA Championship game. This period was highlighted by
consistent tournament qualifications and significant victories against highly
ranked opponents. The team’s style of play and strategic coaching contributed
to their status as a top-tier program during this time.

Modern Era Appearances and Trends

In recent decades, WKU has maintained a solid presence in the NCAA
tournament, although with less frequency compared to the peak years. The
program has continued to develop talent and secure tournament berths, often
competing strongly in the early rounds. These modern appearances reflect the
ongoing ambition and resilience of the Hilltoppers in college basketball’s
evolving landscape.

Significant Achievements and Milestones

Throughout its NCAA tournament history, WKU has accumulated several
remarkable achievements and milestones that highlight its competitive
stature. These accomplishments are critical to understanding the impact and
legacy of the Hilltoppers within the tournament context.

Memorable Tournament Runs

WKU's deepest run came in 1971 when the Hilltoppers reached the NCAA
Championship game, ultimately finishing as runners-up. This remains one of
the most significant milestones in WKU NCAA tournament history. Other notable
runs include multiple appearances in the Sweet Sixteen and Elite Eight
rounds, demonstrating the team’s consistent ability to compete at high
levels.

Record-Setting Performances

The Hilltoppers have set several records during their tournament appearances,
including scoring feats and defensive performances. WKU’'s 1971 team is often
cited for its balanced offense and tenacious defense, leading to some of the
most memorable game statistics in the program’s history. These performances
have cemented WKU’s reputation as a tough and capable tournament contender.



Conference Championships and Automatic Bids

Success in conference tournaments has been pivotal for WKU's NCAA tournament
qualifications. Winning the Ohio Valley Conference and later the Sun Belt
Conference championships has granted the Hilltoppers automatic bids to the
NCAA tournament multiple times. These conference achievements underscore the
team’s dominance at the regional level and its ability to translate that
success into national tournament opportunities.

Notable Players and Coaches in WKU Tournament
History

The success of WKU in the NCAA tournament has been driven by several
outstanding players and influential coaches who have left an indelible mark
on the program’s legacy. Their contributions are central to understanding the
team’s historical performance and reputation.

Legendary Players

WKU has produced numerous players who excelled during NCAA tournament play
and went on to achieve professional success. Clem Haskins and Jim McDaniels
are among the most celebrated, both for their collegiate excellence and
impact on the Hilltoppers’ tournament runs. More recent stars have continued
this tradition of talent, contributing crucial performances that have helped
WKU remain competitive on the national stage.

Influential Coaches

Coaching leadership has been instrumental in shaping WKU'’'s NCAA tournament
history. Coaches like John Oldham, who led the team during its 1971
championship game run, and Edgar Diddle, a Hall of Fame coach, played
foundational roles in developing the program’s winning culture. Their
strategic vision and ability to motivate players were key factors in the
Hilltoppers’ tournament successes.

Coaching Philosophy and Style

The coaching philosophy at WKU has often emphasized disciplined defense,
fast-paced offense, and strong fundamentals. This approach has historically
translated well in the high-pressure environment of the NCAA tournament,
allowing WKU teams to compete effectively against top-tier opponents. The
coaching staff’s adaptability and focus on player development continue to
influence WKU’s tournament strategies.



WKU’s Impact on College Basketball through NCAA
Tournament Participation

The Western Kentucky University Hilltoppers’ NCAA tournament history extends
beyond wins and losses, contributing significantly to the broader landscape
of college basketball. The program’s influence is reflected in its
competitive spirit, development of talent, and role in shaping tournament
traditions.

Contribution to Basketball Culture

WKU'’s tournament appearances have helped popularize college basketball in the
region and nationally. The Hilltoppers’ passionate fan base and exciting
style of play have contributed to the vibrant atmosphere surrounding the NCAA
tournament. WKU’'s success stories inspire future generations of basketball
players and fans alike.

Development of Professional Talent

Many WKU alumni who showcased their skills during the NCAA tournament have
gone on to professional basketball careers in the NBA and overseas leagues.
This development pipeline highlights WKU’s role in nurturing high-caliber
talent and underscores the importance of its NCAA tournament performances as
a platform for player exposure.

Influence on Mid-Major Programs

As a mid-major program, WKU’s NCAA tournament history serves as a benchmark
for other similar institutions striving for national recognition. The
Hilltoppers’ ability to compete effectively against power conference teams
during the tournament exemplifies the potential for mid-major schools to make
significant impacts on the national stage. WKU’s legacy encourages
competitive balance and diversity within college basketball.

First NCAA tournament appearance: 1942

Elite Eight appearances: multiple in the 1950s and 1960s

NCAA Championship game appearance: 1971

Numerous Sweet Sixteen and second-round appearances

Conference tournament championships leading to automatic bids



Frequently Asked Questions

How many times has WKU appeared in the NCAA
tournament?

Western Kentucky University (WKU) has appeared in the NCAA tournament 22
times as of 2024.

What is WKU's best performance in the NCAA
tournament?

WKU's best performance in the NCAA tournament was reaching the Final Four in
1971.

When did WKU make its first NCAA tournament
appearance?
WKU made its first NCAA tournament appearance in 1942.

Has WKU ever won an NCAA tournament game?

Yes, WKU has won multiple NCAA tournament games, including an Elite Eight
appearance in 1971.

Who was the head coach during WKU's most successful
NCAA tournament run?

John Oldham was the head coach during WKU's most successful NCAA tournament
run in 1971.

What seed does WKU typically receive in the NCAA
tournament?

WKU has typically received mid-range seeds in the NCAA tournament, often
between 8 and 12.

Has WKU produced any NBA players who played in the
NCAA tournament?

Yes, WKU has produced NBA players like Courtney Lee and others who played in
the NCAA tournament.

What conference does WKU compete in for NCAA



tournament qualification?

WKU competes in Conference USA (C-USA) for NCAA tournament qualification.

How has WKU's NCAA tournament performance evolved in
recent years?

In recent years, WKU has made several NCAA tournament appearances but has
faced early exits, reflecting a competitive but challenging environment.

Additional Resources

1. Hilltopper Triumphs: WKU’s NCAA Tournament Journey

This book chronicles the Western Kentucky University Hilltoppers' history in
the NCAA tournament, highlighting key games, memorable players, and coaching
strategies. It offers an in-depth look at the team’s most significant
tournament runs and how they shaped the program’s legacy. Readers will find
detailed analysis and firsthand accounts from former players and coaches.

2. March Madness on the Hill: WKU’s Road to Glory

Focusing on Western Kentucky’s thrilling moments in March Madness, this book
captures the excitement and intensity of the NCAA tournament through the eyes
of the Hilltoppers. It covers landmark seasons, upset victories, and the
basketball culture at WKU. The narrative blends statistics with personal
stories to celebrate the team’s competitive spirit.

3. Red and White Warriors: The WKU NCAA Tournament Saga

This volume explores the evolution of the WKU basketball team as they compete
on the national stage. It discusses the impact of legendary coaches and
standout players who propelled the Hilltoppers into NCAA tournament
prominence. The book also examines how the program’s style of play adapted
over the decades.

4. Hilltopper Hoops: A Legacy in the NCAA Tournament

Highlighting the rich tradition of WKU basketball, this book delves into the
Hilltoppers' multiple NCAA tournament appearances and their quest for a
national title. It provides detailed game recaps, tournament statistics, and
profiles of key contributors. The work celebrates the team’s perseverance and
passion for the game.

5. From the Hill to the Hardwood: WKU’s NCAA Tournament Highlights

This book compiles the most unforgettable moments of WKU’s NCAA tournament
history, from buzzer-beaters to dominant performances. It features vivid
storytelling and photographic documentation that bring the Hilltoppers’
tournament exploits to life. The narrative also discusses the broader impact
of these games on WKU's basketball reputation.

6. Underdogs Unleashed: WKU’s NCAA Tournament Upsets
Focusing on WKU’s surprising and thrilling upset victories in the NCAA



tournament, this book celebrates the team’s ability to defy expectations. It
analyzes key games where the Hilltoppers toppled higher-ranked opponents and
the factors behind their success. The book also reflects on how these moments
energized the WKU fanbase and community.

7. The Hilltopper Blueprint: Building a NCAA Tournament Contender

This title investigates how WKU has developed and maintained a competitive
basketball program capable of consistent NCAA tournament appearances. It
discusses recruiting philosophies, coaching philosophies, and program
management. Through interviews and research, readers gain insight into what
makes WKU a formidable tournament team.

8. WKU Warriors: Defining Moments in NCAA Tournament History

This book highlights pivotal games and turning points in WKU'’s NCAA
tournament history that defined the program’s identity. It includes firsthand
accounts from players, coaches, and commentators, providing a multi-
dimensional perspective. The work celebrates the Hilltoppers’ resilience and
competitive excellence.

9. The Hilltopper Tradition: WKU Basketball and the NCAA Tournament
Exploring the deep-rooted basketball culture at Western Kentucky University,
this book connects the team’s NCAA tournament history with the broader
traditions of the school and its supporters. It covers historical milestones,
community impact, and the passion that drives the Hilltoppers every March.
The narrative is enriched with anecdotes and archival materials.
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wku ncaa tournament history: Western Kentucky University Lowell H. Harrison, 2021-12-14
Most Hilltoppers believe that Western Kentucky University is unique. They take pride in its lovely
campus, its friendly spirit, the loyalty of its alumni, and its academic and athletic achievements. But
Western's development also illustrates a major trend in American higher education during the past
century. Scores of other institutions have followed the Western pattern, growing from private
normal school to state normal school, to teachers college, to general college, finally emerging as an
important state university. Historian Lowell Harrison traces the Western story from the school's
origin in 1875 to the January 1986 election of its seventh president. For much of its history, Western
has been led by paternalistic presidents whose major battles have been with other state schools and
parsimonious legislatures. In recent years the presidents have been challenged by students and
faculty who have demanded more active roles in university governance, and by a Board of Regents
and the Council on Higher Education, which have raised challenging new issues. Harrison's account
of the institution's development is laced with anecdotes and vignettes of some of the school's
interesting personalities: President Henry Hardin Cherry, whose chapel talks convinced countless
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students that the Spirit Makes the Master; Uncle Ed Diddle, whose flying towel and winning teams
earned national basketball fame; Daddy Bur-ton who could catch flies while lecturing; Miss Gabie
Robertson, who held students into the next class period; the lone Japanese student who was on
campus during World War II. Harrison also recalls steamboat excursions, the Great Depression and
the Second World War, the astounding boom in enrollment and buildings in the 1960s, the period of
student unrest, and the numerous fiscal crises that have beset the school. This is the story of an
institution proud of its past and seeking to chart its course into the twenty-first century.

wku ncaa tournament history: ESPN College Basketball Encyclopedia Espn, 2009 A
comprehensive reference provides historical overviews of all 335 Division 1 teams, season-by-season
summaries, ESPN/Sagarin rankings of top-selected college basketball programs, and more.

wku ncaa tournament history: The Ultimate Book of March Madness Tom Hager,
2012-10-21 Every March, millions of Americans have their minds fixated on one thing: the NCAA
men’s basketball tournament. From bracket pools in offices worldwide to students on campuses in
all corners of the nation, “March Madness” takes the country by storm. From the “First Four” to the
Final Four, collegiate heavyweights such as Duke and North Carolina, Kansas and Kentucky, Indiana
and Michigan, Texas and UCLA mix it up with Cinderella underdogs such as VCU, George Mason,
and Penn, reminding the world that anything is possible. The magic of the tournament and the purity
of the amateur game keep fans coming back year after year. From the birth of the tournament in
1939 to the most recent on-court drama, The Ultimate Book of March Madness explores the
stories—both the legendary and the forgotten—behind each year’s tournament, and author Tom
Hager selects the 100 greatest games from tournament history. With insight from dozens of players
and coaches, this book reveals the tension, strategy, and even the behind-the-scenes humor of the
tournament’s history. Featuring a unique blend of storytelling, quotes, vintage photographs, and
game descriptions, The Ultimate Book of March Madness provides the average hoops fan with a
deeper understanding of the history of the Final Four, while providing true fanatics with memorable
and amazing stories they’ve never heard before.

wku ncaa tournament history: The Kentucky Basketball Encyclopedia Tom Wallace, 2002 The
Kentucky Wildcats are the winningest program ever in the history of college basketball, and The
University of Kentucky Basketball Encyclopedia is the most comprehensive book ever assembled on
the history of the team. Written in a unique, easy-to-read style that brings to life the exploits of
Wildcat teams and players, the book includes details about The Fabulous Five, The Fiddlin? Five,
Rupp?s Runts, The Unforgettables, Jamal Mashburn, Rex Chapman, Melvin Turpin, Kenny Walker,
John Wall, and more. Coaching greats Adolph Rupp, Joe B. Hall, Eddie Sutton, Rick Pitino, Tubby
Smith, and John Calipari are also featured, as are each of their seven NCAA championships. This is a
must read for all Kentucky basketball fans.

wku ncaa tournament history: Basketball David L. Porter, 2005-07-30 From its beginnings at
the turn of the 20th century to its pervasive presence in 21st-century America, basketball has grown
into an undeniably important sport. The 575 entries in this biographical dictionary present concise
narratives on the lives and careers on the most important names in basketball history. Entries
include both classic players such as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Bob Cousy as well as more recently
established and up-and-coming stars such as Carmelo Anthony, Kevin Garnett, and LeBron James.
Entries for coaches such as the Boston Celtics' Red Auerbach and Mike Krzyzewski from Duke
University present the figures who have shaped the game from courtside, while the inclusion of
female players and coaches such as Lisa Leslie, Diana Taurasi, and Pat Summitt show that
basketball is not just a sport for men. From its beginnings at the turn of the 20th century to its
pervasive presence in 21st-century America, basketball has grown into an undeniably important
sport. The 575 entries in this biographical dictionary present concise narratives on the lives and
careers on the most important names in basketball history. Entries include both classic players such
as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Bob Cousy as well as more recently established and up-and-coming
stars such as Carmelo Anthony, Kevin Garnett, and LeBron James. Entries for coaches such as the
Boston Celtics' Red Auerbach and Mike Krzyzewski from Duke University present the figures who



have shaped the game from courtside, while the inclusion of female players and coaches such as Lisa
Leslie, Diana Taurasi, and Pat Summitt show that basketball is not just a sport for men. This volume
is an ideal reference for students seeking easily accessed information on the greats of the game.

wku ncaa tournament history: On the Road Through Kentucky: A Tour Guide to the
Bluegrass State Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-11 Embark on a literary odyssey through the heart of
Kentucky, where history, nature, and culture intertwine like the threads of a rich tapestry. On the
Road Through Kentucky: A Tour Guide to the Bluegrass State invites readers to explore the
Bluegrass State's captivating landscapes, vibrant cities, and diverse heritage. Journey to the depths
of Mammoth Cave, where stalactites and stalagmites whisper tales of ancient times, and ascend the
majestic peaks of the Appalachian Mountains, where eagles soar and vistas stretch as far as the eye
can see. Discover Kentucky's cities and towns, each with a unique charm: from Lexington, the Horse
Capital of the World, to Bowling Green, home to the National Corvette Museum, to Covington, with
its thriving arts scene, and Paducah, renowned for its quilt and folk art heritage. Immerse yourself in
Kentucky's rich cultural tapestry through its lively festivals and traditions. Experience the rhythmic
pulse of bluegrass music, the smooth allure of bourbon, and the heartfelt warmth of the state's
people. Follow the Bourbon Trail, a pilgrimage for whiskey enthusiasts, and uncover the secrets of
Kentucky's signature spirit. Delve into Kentucky's educational institutions, from renowned
universities to community colleges and specialized schools, shaping the minds of future generations.
Explore the state's artistic expressions, from the haunting melodies of Appalachian music to the
vibrant canvases of local artists, capturing the essence of Kentucky's soul. And feel the pulse of its
sporting passions, from the excitement of horse racing to the electrifying atmosphere of college
basketball games, uniting Kentuckians in a shared spirit of pride and camaraderie. On the Road
Through Kentucky: A Tour Guide to the Bluegrass State paints a vivid portrait of Kentucky, a state of
contrasts, where the past and present coexist harmoniously. Journey through historic sites and
cultural landmarks, and embrace modern innovations and sustainable initiatives. Kentucky is a land
of endless surprises, a place where the old and the new, the natural and the man-made, blend
together to create a truly unique and unforgettable experience. If you like this book, write a review!

wku ncaa tournament history: Basketball Championships' Most Wanted™ David L.
Hudson Jr., 2007-03-01 Two books on hoops weren’t enough, so now there’s a third: Basketball
Championships’ Most Wanted™, focusing on the best, worst, greatest, and most amusing from
basketball’s long history of championships in college and the pros—mens’ and womens’, ABA and
CBA, and the Olympics as well! March Madness is one of the most exciting times of year, when
anything can happen and Cinderella looks for her prince, sometimes even finding him. And when
May and June roll around and the NBA playoffs are in full swing, the intensity ratchets up as the
professionals take center stage. Basketball Championships’ Most Wanted™ celebrates both of these
and more, with fifty top-ten lists on topics like unlikely heroes and fantastic freshmen in the NCAA
tournament, some of the best long-range gunners in play-off history, players who stepped up
big-time with a triple-double in important games, the best buzzer-beaters of all time, and even teams
that excelled in the regular season but withered in the pressure cooker. The championship hunt is
the most thrilling and action-packed time of the year in basketball, and now you can relive all the
excitement. Get in on all the “hoopla” with Basketball Championships’ Most Wanted™: The Top 10
Book of March Mayhem, Playoff Performances, and Tournament Oddities.

wku ncaa tournament history: The Kentucky Encyclopedia John E. Kleber, 2014-10-17 The
Kentucky Encyclopedia's 2,000-plus entries are the work of more than five hundred writers. Their
subjects reflect all areas of the commonwealth and span the time from prehistoric settlement to
today's headlines, recording Kentuckians' achievements in art, architecture, business, education,
politics, religion, science, and sports. Biographical sketches portray all of Kentucky's governors and
U.S. senators, as well as note congressmen and state and local politicians. Kentucky's impact on the
national scene is registered in the lives of such figures as Carry Nation, Henry Clay, Louis Brandeis,
and Alben Barkley. The commonwealth's high range from writers Harriette Arnow and Jesse Stuart,
reformers Laura Clay and Mary Breckinridge, and civil rights leaders Whitney Young, Jr., and



Georgia Powers, to sports figures Muhammad Ali and Adolph Rupp and entertainers Loretta Lynn,
Merle Travis, and the Everly Brothers. Entries describe each county and county seat and each
community with a population above 2,500. Broad overview articles examine such topics as
agriculture, segregation, transportation, literature, and folklife. Frequently misunderstood aspects of
Kentucky's history and culture are clarified and popular misconceptions corrected. The facts on such
subjects as mint juleps, Fort Knox, Boone's coonskin cap, the Kentucky hot brown, and Morgan's
Raiders will settle many an argument. For both the researcher and the more casual reader, this
collection of facts and fancies about Kentucky and Kentuckians will be an invaluable resource.

wku ncaa tournament history: Play-by-Play Ronald A. Smith, 2003-05-22 Noted sports
historian writes on the relationship of the media to college athletics. Chosen as an Outstanding
Academic Title for 2003 by Choice Magazine The phenomenal popularity of college athletics owes as
much to media coverage of games as it does to drum-beating alumni and frantic undergraduates.
Play-by-play broadcasts of big college games began in the 1920s via radio, a medium that left much
to the listener's imagination and stoked interest in college football. After World War II, the rise of
television brought with it network-NCAA deals that reeked of money and fostered bitter jealousies
between have and have-not institutions. In Play-by-Play: Radio, Television, and Big-Time College
Sport noted author and sports insider Ronald A. Smith examines the troubled relationship between
higher education and the broadcasting industry, the effects of TV revenue on college athletics
(notably football), and the odds of achieving meaningful reform. Beginning with the early days of
radio, Smith describes the first bowl game broadcasts, the media image of Notre Dame and coach
Knute Rockne, and the threat broadcasting seemed to pose to college football attendance. He
explores the beginnings of television, the growth of networks, the NCAA decision to control football
telecasts, the place of advertising, the role of TV announcers, and the threat of NCAA Robin Hoods
and the College Football Association to NCAA television control. Taking readers behind the scenes,
he explains the culture of the college athletic department and reveals the many ways in which
broadcasting dollars make friends in the right places. Play-by-Play is an eye-opening look at the
political infighting invariably produced by the deadly combination of university administrators,
athletic czars, and huge revenue.

wku ncaa tournament history: Runnin' Rebel Jerry Tarkanian, Dan Wetzel, 2013-03-06 No
matter where his basketball travels took him during his 31 seasons in NCAA Division I college
basketball, controversy was never been far behind Jerry Tarkanian. The legendary former coach of
the UNLV Runnin’ Rebels proved himself to be one of the greatest coaches in the game’s history,
however, amassing an incredible overall record of 778-202, more wins than all but a handful of
other coaches. His 19 seasons of amazing success and breathtaking teams in Las Vegas are the
foundation of Jerry Tarkanian’s revealing and often hilarious autobiography, Runnin’ Rebel, a book
poised to reveal the skeletons in the closet of the NCAA and some of the biggest names and
programs in college basketball over the past thirty-five years. Runnin' Rebel is Jerry Tarkanian
unplugged, dishing his wildest, most ridiculous, and most hilarious recruiting stories, capers, and
tales from a colorful career as college basketball’s ultimate loveable rogue. “Tark the Shark,” as fans
affectionately called him, details dirty tricks, recruiting battles, and so much more in this
one-of-a-kind memoir. A must-have for any college basketball fan.

wku ncaa tournament history: Golden Hurricane Basketball at the University of Tulsa
Chad Bonham, 2004 Traces the great sports moments, players, and coaches that have donned the
Blue and Gold of the University of Tulsa's basketball team, from Paul Pressey, Steve Harris, Tracy
Moore, Shea Seals, Michael Ruffin, and Kevin Johnson to coaches such as Nolan Richardson, Tubby
Smith, and Bill Self. Original.

wku ncaa tournament history: Lone Star Sports Legends: On This Day in History Ryan
Sprayberry, 2017 From the clash of college to the best married shooting duo in history, the Lone
Star State clears every hurdle the sports world offers. A former Texas Christian basketball player
became the first tenured African American professor at Harvard Business School. Aggie football
legend John Kimbrough's first professional contract required him to act in movies and serve as the



stadium's handyman. For every date on the calendar, Ryan Sprayberry provides a play-by-play of 365
memorable days in the state's athletic history, beginning with the birth of the Cotton Bowl on
January 1, 1937, and ending with the final snap of the Ice Bowl on December 31, 1967.

wku ncaa tournament history: University of Kentucky Basketball Encyclopedia Tom
Wallace, 2016-10-18 The Kentucky Wildcats are the winningest program in the history of college
basketball, and this newly revised edition of the University of Kentucky Basketball Encyclopedia is
the most comprehensive book ever assembled on the history of this extraordinary team. Written in a
unique, easy-to-read style that brings to life the exploits of Wildcats teams and players, this
definitive source includes details about “The Fabulous Five,” “Rupp’s Runts,” “The Unforgettables,”
Jamal Mashburn, Rex Chapman, Melvin Turpin, Kenny Walker, John wall, and so many more.
Coaching greats Adolph Rupp, Joe B. Hall, Eddie Sutton, Rick Pitino, Tubby Smith, and John Calipari
are also featured, as are each of their eight NCAA championships. Without a doubt this is a
must-have for any Kentucky fan! Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing imprint, are
proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in sports—books about baseball, pro
football, college football, pro and college basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book about your
sport or your team. Whether you are a New York Yankees fan or hail from Red Sox nation; whether
you are a die-hard Green Bay Packers or Dallas Cowboys fan; whether you root for the Kentucky
Wildcats, Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins, or Kansas Jayhawks; whether you route for the Boston
Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs, Montreal Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a book for you.
While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we
are committed to publishing books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers
and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.

wku ncaa tournament history: Ebony, 1986-04 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.

wku ncaa tournament history: Illinois Basketball Guide , 2012

wku ncaa tournament history: Benching Jim Crow Charles H. Martin, 2010 Historians,
sports scholars, and students will refer to Benching Jim Crow for many years to come as the
standard source on the integration of intercollegiate sport.uMark S. Dyreson, author of Making the
American Team: Sport, Culture, and the Olympic Experience --

wku ncaa tournament history: The Winning Tradition Bert Nelli, Steve Nelli, 2014-07-15 In
its 95-year history, the Kentucky Wildcats have won more games than any other college basketball
team. Their winning percentage is the highest in the country. They share the record for the most
20-win seasons. They are second in all-time number one rankings. And despite no longer holding the
record for winningest coach, Adolph Rupp will always be a giant in the pantheon of college
basketball. When The Winning Tradition first appeared in 1984, it was the first complete history of
the Wildcat basketball program. Bert Nelli pointed out that, contrary to the accepted mythology,
Adolph Rupp arrived at a program already strong and storied. Nor did Rupp bring an entirely new
style of play to the Bluegrass. Instead he adopted—and perfected—that of his predecessor, John
Mauer. What Rupp did bring was an ability to charm the news media and a fierce determination to
turn out winning teams, making him the undisputed Baron of Basketball. This new and expanded
edition of The Winning Tradition brings the history of Kentucky basketball up to date. Nelli and his
son Steve turn the same unflinching gaze that characterized the honesty of the first edition on the
scandals that marred Eddie Sutton's tenure, the return to glory under Rick Pitino, and a full
accounting of Tubby Smith's history-making first year. The start of basketball season is welcomed in
the Bluegrass with an unmatched enthusiasm and intensity. Each year brings a new team, new stars,
and new glory. Other books have documented individual seasons, individual players, or individual
coaches. But The Winning Tradition remains the only complete and authoritative history of the most
celebrated college basketball program in the world. A book no fan can afford to be without, The
Winning Tradition brings alive the agonies, frustrations, and glories of each season of Kentucky
basketball, from the first team (fielded by women) to the surprising victory in the 1998 NCAA



tournament.

wku ncaa tournament history: Pittsburgh Sports Firsts Alliance of Esteemed Duquesne
Scribes, 2021-03-15 Countless groundbreaking moments in the nation's sports history were made on
the gridirons, courts, fields, ice rinks and ballparks of Pittsburgh. Duquesne's Chuck Cooper was the
first African American player drafted by the NBA. Beloved local radio station KDKA produced the
first-ever broadcast of a Major League Baseball game. The Pittsburgh Stars were the first NFL
champions in 1902. The first nighttime World Series game was played in the Steel City, and the only
game seven World Series walk-off homerun happened there too. The city boasts compelling claims
as the birthplace of pro hockey, pro football and college basketball. Some of the most preeminent
authors and sports historians of Western Pennsylvania capture the vivid moments that make
Pittsburgh a city of historic sports firsts.

wku ncaa tournament history: College Basketball's National Championships Morgan G.
Brenner, 1999 From 1937 to 1998, eight national athletic associations have organized 493 national
championship tournaments for men's and women's basketball, of which the NCAA tournament is
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