
won't in sign language

won't in sign language is an important phrase to understand for effective communication
within the Deaf and Hard of Hearing community. Learning how to express negation,
especially the contraction "won't," enhances fluency and clarity when using American Sign
Language (ASL) or other sign languages. This article explores the meaning and usage of
"won't" in sign language, its grammatical construction, and various ways to sign negation.
Additionally, it will cover common variations and tips for mastering this essential aspect of
sign language communication. Whether you are a beginner or seeking to refine your skills,
understanding how to convey "won't" accurately is crucial. The following sections will
provide a comprehensive guide to signing "won't" and related expressions in sign language.

Understanding the Meaning of "Won't" in Sign Language

How to Sign "Won't" in American Sign Language

Grammar and Structure of Negation in Sign Language

Common Variations and Regional Differences

Tips for Practicing and Using "Won't" in Sign Language

Understanding the Meaning of "Won't" in Sign
Language
The term "won't" is a contraction of "will not," expressing future tense negation. In sign
language, conveying the concept of "won't" involves combining the idea of future action
with negation. Unlike spoken English, which uses contractions, sign language relies on
specific signs and facial expressions to indicate tense and negation. Understanding how
"won't" functions within the broader context of sign language grammar is essential for
accurate communication. It is not just about the hand movements but also the non-manual
signals such as head shakes and facial expressions that reinforce the meaning. This section
explains the semantic significance of "won't" and its role in everyday conversation among
signers.

Semantic Role of "Won't"
"Won't" signals that an action or event is predicted not to happen in the future. In sign
language, this involves two key concepts: the future tense and negation. Sign languages
like ASL often express these ideas separately but in conjunction to communicate the full
meaning of "won't."



Importance in Communication
Using "won't" correctly avoids misunderstandings and helps convey refusals, denials, or
predictions about future events. It is particularly useful in discussions about plans,
intentions, or rules.

How to Sign "Won't" in American Sign Language
In American Sign Language, "won't" is not a single sign but rather a combination of signs
expressing "will" and "not." The typical method involves signing "will" followed by a
negation sign, often accompanied by a head shake. This sequence clearly communicates
the future negation implied by "won't."

Signing "Will" in ASL
The sign for "will" is made by forming a flat hand with fingers extended and moving it
forward from the shoulder area. This indicates a future tense action or event.

Signing "Not" in ASL
The word "not" is signed by placing the index finger near the chin and then flicking it away.
This negates the preceding sign, indicating that the action will not take place.

Combining Signs to Express "Won't"
To sign "won't," first perform the "will" sign, then immediately follow with the "not" sign. A
subtle or pronounced head shake during the "not" sign emphasizes the negation. The facial
expression is also crucial; a serious or negating expression enhances clarity.

Sign "will" with a flat hand moving forward

Follow immediately with the "not" sign near the chin

Use a head shake to reinforce negation

Maintain a negating facial expression

Grammar and Structure of Negation in Sign



Language
Negation in sign language, including expressions like "won't," follows specific grammatical
rules that differ from spoken English. Understanding the structure helps in forming correct
sentences and conveying intended meanings precisely.

Negation Placement in Sentences
In ASL, negation typically follows the verb or auxiliary verb, unlike English where "not" is
placed before the main verb. For example, "I won't go" in ASL is signed as "I go will not" or
"I will not go," with the negation sign placed after the future tense indicator.

Non-Manual Signals (NMS)
Non-manual signals such as head shakes, eyebrow movements, and mouth morphemes
play a critical role in negation. A consistent head shake while signing negation words like
"not" or phrases equivalent to "won't" is essential for clear communication.

Contextual Variations
Depending on the context, the intensity and speed of negation signs may vary. For stronger
refusals or emphatic "won't" expressions, signers may exaggerate facial expressions and
head movements.

Common Variations and Regional Differences
Sign language is not universal; regional dialects and cultural differences influence how
"won't" and other negations are signed. Awareness of these variations is important for
effective communication across different Deaf communities.

Variations in Sign Languages Worldwide
While this article focuses on American Sign Language, other sign languages such as British
Sign Language (BSL), Australian Sign Language (Auslan), and others have distinct signs and
methods to express negation and future tense. The concept of "won't" may be signed
differently, requiring separate learning.

Regional Differences within ASL
Within ASL itself, some regional differences may affect how "won't" is signed. Some signers
may use a single negation sign combined with future indication, while others may rely more
heavily on facial expressions or alternative signs.



Influence of Context and Register
The formality of the setting or the conversational register can also influence how negation
and "won't" are expressed. Informal conversations might use more relaxed or abbreviated
signs, while formal settings may require clearer, more precise signing.

Tips for Practicing and Using "Won't" in Sign
Language
Mastering the sign for "won't" involves practice, observation, and understanding of the
linguistic and cultural context. The following tips can help learners improve their
proficiency.

Practice Combining Signs Smoothly
Practice signing "will" and "not" fluidly together, ensuring the transition is natural. Work on
timing the head shake with the negation sign for better clarity.

Focus on Facial Expressions and Non-Manual Markers
Since sign language relies heavily on non-manual signals, practice appropriate facial
expressions such as head shakes and mouth movements to reinforce negation.

Engage with Native Signers
Interacting with fluent signers provides valuable feedback and exposure to authentic usage
of "won't" and other negations. Observing conversations helps internalize proper grammar
and style.

Utilize Visual Learning Tools
Videos, tutorials, and sign language dictionaries can demonstrate the correct execution of
"won't" signs, allowing learners to mimic and practice effectively.

Practice "will" and "not" signs together1.

Incorporate consistent head shakes and facial expressions2.

Observe and mimic native signers3.

Use visual resources for reinforcement4.



Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'won't' mean in American Sign Language
(ASL)?
In ASL, 'won't' is typically expressed by signing 'will' followed by a headshake to indicate
negation, conveying the meaning of 'will not' or 'won't.'

How do you sign 'won't' in ASL?
To sign 'won't' in ASL, first sign 'will' by making a flat hand and moving it forward slightly
from the forehead, then shake your head to show negation, meaning 'will not' or 'won't.'

Is there a single sign for 'won't' in ASL?
No, there is no single sign for 'won't' in ASL. It is usually conveyed by combining the sign for
'will' with a negative headshake to indicate 'will not.'

Can facial expressions change the meaning of 'won't' in
sign language?
Yes, facial expressions such as headshake and a slight frown are important in sign language
to indicate negation, which is essential for expressing 'won't.'

Are there regional variations in signing 'won't' in ASL?
While the general concept of signing 'won't' by combining 'will' with a negative headshake
is consistent, minor regional variations in movement or facial expression may exist among
ASL users.

How to teach the sign for 'won't' to beginners?
Teach beginners to first learn the sign for 'will,' then explain the importance of shaking the
head to express negation, combining both to effectively communicate 'won't.'

Is body language important when signing 'won't' in
ASL?
Yes, body language like headshake and facial expressions are crucial to convey negation,
which is necessary to accurately sign 'won't' in ASL.

Can 'won't' be fingerspelled in ASL?
While 'won't' can be fingerspelled letter by letter, it is more efficient and natural to sign
'will' with a negative headshake to express 'won't' in ASL.



Additional Resources
1. Understanding "Won't" in American Sign Language: A Beginner's Guide
This book introduces the concept of negation and refusal in ASL, focusing specifically on the
sign "won't." It covers basic grammar rules and common phrases where "won't" is used.
Beginners will find clear illustrations and step-by-step instructions to master this essential
sign.

2. Mastering Negative Expressions in ASL: The Role of "Won't"
Dive deeper into the use of negative expressions in American Sign Language with an
emphasis on "won't." This book explains how "won't" differs from other negative signs and
how to use it naturally in conversation. It includes exercises and video resources to
reinforce learning.

3. Communicating Refusal: Using "Won't" in Sign Language Conversations
This practical guide explores how to express refusal politely and effectively using the sign
"won't." Through dialogues and real-life scenarios, readers learn appropriate contexts and
cultural nuances. The book also discusses tone and facial expressions that accompany
"won't."

4. The Grammar of Negation in ASL: Understanding "Won't" and Beyond
A comprehensive look at negation in American Sign Language, with a significant focus on
the modal verb "won't." It explains grammatical structures, syntax, and how "won't"
interacts with other signs. This resource is ideal for intermediate to advanced learners.

5. Expressing Future Negation: The Use of "Won't" in Sign Language Narratives
Learn how to incorporate "won't" into storytelling and future tense narration in ASL. This
book provides examples of narrative techniques where refusal or negation of future actions
is essential. It encourages creative usage and fluency in expressive signing.

6. Teaching "Won't" in ASL: Lessons for Educators and Students
Designed for both teachers and learners, this book offers structured lesson plans focused
on the sign "won't." It includes interactive activities, assessment tools, and tips for
reinforcing comprehension. The resource supports classroom and individual learning
environments.

7. Visualizing "Won't": Illustrated Dictionary of ASL Negation Signs
An illustrated dictionary that highlights various signs related to negation, with detailed
entries on "won't." Each sign is accompanied by handshape diagrams, motion descriptions,
and common phrases. This book is a handy reference for quick look-up and review.

8. Cultural Contexts of Negation: Understanding "Won't" in Deaf Communities
Explore the cultural significance and social usage of the sign "won't" within Deaf
communities. This ethnographic study examines how refusal and negation are expressed
differently across regions and social groups. Readers gain insight into respectful and
effective communication practices.

9. From "Won't" to "Can't": A Comparative Study of Negative Modal Verbs in ASL
This comparative study analyzes the nuances between "won't," "can't," and other modal
negative verbs in American Sign Language. It provides detailed explanations and examples
to help users distinguish subtle differences in meaning. The book is ideal for advanced



students and interpreters seeking precision.
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Ryan, 2009-02-03 You had me at ~wave~ More and more parents are learning and using baby sign
language to communicatewith their little ones. This guide introduces parents to the 150 most
common signs babies can understand and use, including 50 new illustrations. Included are steps to
teach the signs, an expanded section on verbal development, and much more. - Signing boosts
baby's language skills, literacy, and brainpower - A popular topic in the parenting section - 50 new
illustrations for this edition - Includes fun activities and a special 'Sign Language Express' for
parents with little time - Download a sample chapter
  won t in sign language: The Syntax of American Sign Language Carol Jan Neidle, 2000
Recent research on the syntax of signed language has revealed that, apart from some
modality-specific differences, signed languages are organized according to the same underlying
principles as spoken languages. This book addresses the organization and distribution of functional
categories in American Sign Language (ASL), focusing on tense, agreement and wh-constructions.
  won t in sign language: Sign Languages and Linguistic Citizenship Ellen Foote,
2020-12-30 This critical ethnographic account of the Yangon deaf community in Myanmar offers
unique insights into the dynamics of a vibrant linguistic and cultural minority community in the
region and also sheds further light on broader questions around language policy. The book examines
language policies on different scales, demonstrating how unofficial policies in the local deaf school
and wider Yangon deaf community impact responses to higher level interventions, namely the 2007
government policy aimed at unifying the country’s two sign languages. Foote highlights the need for
a critical and interdisciplinary approach to the study of language policy, unpacking the interplay
between language ideologies, power relations, political and moral interests and community
conceptualisations of citizenship. The study’s findings are situated within wider theoretical debates
within linguistic anthropology, questioning existing paradigms on the notion of linguistic
authenticity and contributing to ongoing debates on the relationship between language policy and
social justice. Offering an important new contribution to critical work on language policy, the book
will be of particular interest to students and scholars in sociolinguistics, linguistic anthropology and
language education.
  won t in sign language: Baby Sign Language Basics Monta Z. Briant, 2018-06-26 In this newly
expanded edition, a renowned baby-signing expert provides more than 300 American Sign Language
(ASL) signs, illustrated with the same clear, easy-to-understand photos and descriptions. Since 2004,
Baby Sign Language Basics has introduced hundreds of thousands of parents and caregivers around
the globe to the miracle of signing with their babies—and left them wanting more! Baby-specific
signing techniques, songs, and games are also included to make learning fun and to quickly open up
two-way communication. Parents will meet real signing families and learn how to make sign
language a part of their everyday interactions with their children. Also included is a video signing
dictionary featuring all the signs from the book. Just point and click, and see the sign you want to
learn come alive! This is a must-have for all parents, grandparents, and anyone else who spends time
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with preverbal children. After all, what parent or caregiver doesn’t want to know what their baby is
trying to tell them? Now includes streaming video, additional tips, advice, and updated resources!
  won t in sign language: Sign Languages of Aboriginal Australia Adam Kendon, 1988 This 1988
book was the first full-length study ever to be published on the subject of sign language as a means
of communication among Australian Aborigines. Based on fieldwork conducted over a span of nine
years, the volume presents a thorough analysis of the structure of sign languages and their
relationship to spoken languages.
  won t in sign language: The Everything Sign Language Book Irene Duke, 2009-03-17 Discover
the intricacies of American Sign Language with this comprehensive, essential guide to learning the
basics of sign language. The appeal of American Sign Language (ASL) has extended beyond the Deaf
community into the mainstream—it’s even popular as a class in high school and college. You are
guided through the basics of ASL with clear instruction and more than 300 illustrations. With a
minimum of time and effort, you will learn to sign: the ASL alphabet; questions and common
expressions; numbers, money, and time. With info on signing etiquette, communicating with people
in the Deaf community, and using ASL to aid child development, this book makes signing fun for the
entire family.
  won t in sign language: Taboo in Sign Languages Donna Jo Napoli, Jami Fisher, Gene Mirus,
2023-10-26 Taboo topics in deaf communities include the usual ones found in spoken languages, as
well as ones particular to deaf experiences, both in how deaf people relate to hearing people and
how deaf people interact with other deaf people. Attention to these topics can help linguists
understand better the consequences of field method choices and lead them to adopt better ones.
Taboo expressions in American Sign Language are innovative regarding the linguistic structures
they play with. This creativity is evident across the grammar in non-taboo expressions, but seems to
revel in profane ones. When it comes to the syntax, however, certain types of structures occur in
taboo expressions that are all but absent elsewhere, showing grammatical possibilities that might
have gone unnoticed without attention to taboo. Taboo expressions are innovative, as well, in how
they respond to changing culture, where lexical items that are incoherent with community
sensibilities are 'corrected'.
  won t in sign language: Teaching Sign Language to Chimpanzees R. Allen Gardner,
Beatrix T. Gardner, Thomas E. Van Cantfort, 1989-01-01 In this volume, the Gardners and their
co-workers explore the continuity between human behavior and the rest of animal behavior and find
no barriers to be broken, no chasms to be bridged, only unknown territory to be charted and fresh
discoveries to be made. With the beginning of Project Washoe in 1966, sign language studies of
chimpanzees opened up a new field of scientific inquiry by providing a new tool for looking at the
nature of language and intelligence and the relation between human and nonhuman intelligence.
Here, the pioneers in this field review the unique procedures that they developed and the extensive
body of evidence accumulated over the years. This close look at what the chimpanzees have actually
done and said under rigorous laboratory conditions is the best answer to the heated controversies
that have been generated by this line of research among ethologists, psychologists, anthropologists,
linguists, and philosophers.
  won t in sign language: The Third Branch , 2006
  won t in sign language: The Everything Baby Sign Language Book Teresa R Simpson,
2008-02-01 Signing babies are taking over, asking for more milk and later nap times. Sure, they
might not get their way, but signing gives them a way to express themselves. Frustrated
communication is often the root cause of crying and tantrums in babies and toddlers. Usually it is
caused by the lag between a child's desire to be understood and their ability to form words. Sign
language bridges this gap.The Everything Baby Sign Language Book teaches parent and children to
use a combination of sign language and homemade gestures to communicate needs, wants and
feelings. Using this book and instructional DVD, baby and parent will be well on their way to using
their hands to speak! Please note: DVD is not included with the e-book version of this title
  won t in sign language: Beginning with Disability Lennard J. Davis, 2017-09-20 While there



are many introductions to disability and disability studies, most presume an advanced academic
knowledge of a range of subjects. Beginning with Disability is the first introductory primer for
disaibility studies aimed at first year students in two- and four-year colleges. This volume of essays
across disciplines—including education, sociology, communications, psychology, social sciences, and
humanities—features accessible, readable, and relatively short chapters that do not require
specialized knowledge. Lennard Davis, along with a team of consulting editors, has compiled a
number of blogs, vlogs, and other videos to make the materials more relatable and vivid to students.
Subject to Debate boxes spotlight short pro and con pieces on controversial subjects that can be
debated in class or act as prompts for assignments.
  won t in sign language: Try Your Hand at This Kathy MacMillan, 2005-11-10 American Sign
Language is more than just an assortment of gestures. It is a full-fledged unique language, with all
the characteristics of such. This helpful and user-friendly guide for librarians and other library
personnel involved in library programming demonstrates everything from how to set up
programming involving sign language for all ages to dealing with and paying interpreters. The book
also discusses how to publicize programs to the public and within the deaf community and how to
evaluate and improve the library's sign language collection. Kathy MacMillan's impressive
understanding and knowledge of the deaf community and the importance of sign language_as well as
her exceptional handling of the numerous erroneous myths about deafness and sign language that
are, unfortunately, still often current_make this handbook an indispensable tool for all library
personnel looking to reach out to the deaf and hard-of-hearing community.
  won t in sign language: Sign Language Ideologies in Practice Annelies Kusters, Mara Green,
Erin Moriarty, Kristin Snoddon, 2020-08-10 This book focuses on how sign language ideologies
influence, manifest in, and are challenged by communicative practices. Sign languages are minority
languages using the visual-gestural and tactile modalities, whose affordances are very different from
those of spoken languages using the auditory-oral modality.
  won t in sign language: Sign Language Linguistics Howard Burton, 2020-10-01 This book is
based on an in-depth filmed conversation between Howard Burton and renowned researcher of sign
languages Carol Padden, the Sanford I. Berman Chair in Language and Human Communication at
UC San Diego. This extensive conversation covers topics such as growing up with ASL, Carol’s early
work with Bill Stokoe, the linguistic complexity, structure and properties of ASL and other sign
languages, the development of new sign languages throughout the world, the role of gesture and
embodiment, and much more. This carefully-edited book includes an introduction, Heeding the
Signs, and questions for discussion at the end of each chapter: I. Choosing languages - Faulty
assumptions and different sides II. Distance Education - A formative experience III. Signing as
Language - Bill Stokoe and the development of ASL IV. Diversity and Structure - The many shades of
sign languages V. Distinctiveness - Language, identity, and the question of affordances VI.
Embodiment - Making sense of the world around us through our bodies VII. A Cultural Window -
Change, humour and balance VIII. Predictions and Proclivities - Speculations on the future, fillers
and gender markers IX. Examining Diversity - Brain scans, sign-twisters and gesturing Italians X.
Making Comparison - Efficiency, community and complexity About Ideas Roadshow Conversations:
Presented in an accessible, conversational format, Ideas Roadshow books not only explore frontline
academic research but also reveal the inspirations and personal journeys behind the research.
  won t in sign language: Sign Languages Joseph C. Hill, Diane C. Lillo-Martin, Sandra K. Wood,
2025-04-30 Sign Languages: Structures and Contexts provides a succinct summary of major findings
in the linguistic study of natural sign languages. Focusing on American Sign Language (ASL), this
book offers a comprehensive introduction to the basic grammatical components of phonology,
morphology, and syntax with examples and illustrations. Revised throughout, this new edition:
demonstrates how sign languages are acquired by Deaf children with varying degrees of input
during early development, including no input where children create a language of their own
discusses the contexts of sign languages, including how different varieties are formed and used,
attitudes toward sign languages, and how language planning affects language use includes a new



chapter on the similarities between signed and spoken languages offers additional visuals and
explanations as well as more coverage of signed languages other than ASL is accompanied by
updated online support material, which hosts links to video clips This engaging and accessible
introduction to sign languages is essential reading for students studying this topic for the first time
with little or no background in linguistics.
  won t in sign language: I Can Hear You Whisper Lydia Denworth, 2014-04-17 “A skilled
science translator, Denworth makes decibels, teslas and brain plasticity understandable to
all.”—Washington Post Lydia Denworth’s third son, Alex, was nearly two when he was identified with
significant hearing loss that was likely to get worse. Denworth knew the importance of enrichment
to the developing brain but had never contemplated the opposite: deprivation. How would a child’s
brain grow outside the world of sound? How would he communicate? Would he learn to read and
write? An acclaimed science journalist as well as a mother, Denworth made it her mission to find
out, interviewing experts on language development, inventors of groundbreaking technology, Deaf
leaders, and neuroscientists at the frontiers of brain plasticity research. I Can Hear You Whisper
chronicles Denworth’s search for answers—and her new understanding of Deaf culture and the
exquisite relationship between sound, language, and learning.
  won t in sign language: Deaf Young People and Their Families Susan Gregory, Lesley Sheldon,
Juliet Bishop, 1995-06-30 An account of interviews with deaf young people giving a unique
perspective on the consequences of deafness.
  won t in sign language: Spectrum Reading Workbook, Grade 5 Spectrum, 2014-08-15
Strong reading skills are the basis of school success, and Spectrum Reading for grade 5 will help
children triumph over language arts and beyond. This standards-based workbook uses engaging text
to support understanding key ideas, details, knowledge integration, summarization, and theme.
--Spectrum Reading will help your child improve their reading habits and strengthen their ability to
understand and analyze text. This best-selling series is a favorite of parents and teachers because it
is carefully designed to be both effective and engagingÑthe perfect building blocks for a lifetime of
learning.
  won t in sign language: Sign Language Research, Uses and Practices Laurence Meurant,
Aurélie Sinte, Mieke Van Herreweghe, Myriam Vermeerbergen, 2013-06-26 The uses and practices
of sign languages are strongly related to scientific research on sign languages and vice versa.
Conversely, sign linguistics cannot be separated from Deaf community practices, including practices
in education and interpretation. Therefore, the current volume brings together work on sign
language interpreting, the use of spoken and sign language with deaf children with cochlear
implants and early language development in children exposed to both a spoken and sign language,
and reports on recent research on aspects of sign language structure. It also includes papers
addressing methodological issues in sign language research. The book presents papers by more
seasoned researchers and new kids on the block, as well as papers in which the two collaborate. The
contributions will be of interest to all those interested in linguistics, sociolinguistics, cultural studies,
interpreting and education. It will have particular relevance to those interested in sign linguistics,
sociolinguistics of deaf communities, Deaf studies, Deaf culture, sign language interpretation, sign
language teaching, and (spoken/signed) bilingualism. Given the scarcity of literature on Deaf
studies, the book will also appeal widely beyond the traditional academic milieu. As a result, it has
relevance for those teaching and learning sign languages, for professional and student interpreters
and for teachers of the deaf.
  won t in sign language: The Verbal Behavior Approach Mary Lynch Barbera, 2007-05-15
The Verbal Behavior (VB) approach is a form of Applied Behavior Analysis that is based on B.F.
Skinner's analysis of verbal behaviour. In this book Barbera draws on her experiences as a Board
Certified Behavior Analyst and also as a parent of a child with autism to explain VB and how to use
it.
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