
women speaking in public
women speaking in public have historically faced unique challenges and barriers, yet their
presence and influence in this arena continue to grow significantly. Public speaking is a powerful
tool for communication, leadership, and advocacy, and women who master this skill can inspire
change, build confidence, and advance their careers. This article explores the importance of women
speaking in public, the obstacles they encounter, and effective strategies to improve public speaking
skills. Additionally, it highlights notable women public speakers, the role of public speaking in
professional development, and tips for overcoming common fears. Understanding these aspects can
empower more women to take the stage confidently and make their voices heard.

The Importance of Women Speaking in Public

Challenges Faced by Women in Public Speaking

Effective Strategies for Women Speaking in Public

Impact of Women Speakers on Society and Leadership

Notable Women Public Speakers and Their Influence

Overcoming Fear and Building Confidence in Public Speaking

The Importance of Women Speaking in Public
The act of women speaking in public holds significant societal and cultural value. Public speaking
allows women to express their ideas, advocate for their rights, and share expertise across various
fields. Representation in public forums promotes gender equality and challenges traditional
stereotypes that have historically limited women's voices. Furthermore, women who engage in
public speaking serve as role models, inspiring younger generations to participate actively in civic,
professional, and social dialogues. Through public speaking, women bring diverse perspectives that
enrich conversations and influence decision-making processes at all levels.

Advancing Gender Equality through Public Speaking
Women speaking in public contribute to advancing gender equality by addressing issues such as
discrimination, workplace inclusion, and social justice. Public platforms enable women to raise
awareness about challenges they face and propose solutions, fostering greater understanding and
support among audiences. This visibility helps break down barriers and encourages policy changes
that promote equal opportunities.



Empowering Women’s Leadership
Public speaking is a critical skill for leadership development. Women who communicate effectively in
public settings gain credibility and authority, enhancing their leadership potential. Whether in
politics, business, education, or activism, women leaders use public speaking to motivate teams,
negotiate, and advocate for causes, strengthening their influence and impact.

Challenges Faced by Women in Public Speaking
Despite progress, women speaking in public often encounter specific challenges that can hinder
their confidence and effectiveness. These obstacles include societal biases, gender stereotypes, and
limited access to speaking opportunities. Recognizing these challenges is essential for creating
supportive environments that encourage women to engage more actively in public discourse.

Gender Stereotypes and Bias
Women speakers frequently face preconceived notions about their communication style, such as
being perceived as less authoritative or too emotional. These stereotypes can undermine women’s
messages and affect audience reception. Overcoming such biases requires both individual resilience
and cultural shifts toward valuing diverse communication styles.

Lack of Representation and Role Models
The underrepresentation of women in high-profile speaking roles can discourage emerging speakers.
Without visible role models, women may struggle to envision themselves in influential public
speaking positions. Increasing representation is critical to fostering a more inclusive speaking
landscape.

Work-Life Balance and Time Constraints
Women often juggle multiple responsibilities, including family and professional duties, which can
limit their availability for public speaking engagements or preparation time. Addressing these
constraints through flexible opportunities and support systems can help more women participate in
public speaking.

Effective Strategies for Women Speaking in Public
Developing strong public speaking skills requires deliberate practice and the use of proven
techniques. Women speaking in public can benefit from tailored strategies that address their unique
challenges and enhance their communication effectiveness.



Preparation and Practice
Thorough preparation is fundamental for successful public speaking. Women should research their
topics extensively, organize their speeches clearly, and rehearse multiple times. Practice helps
reduce anxiety, improve delivery, and ensure confidence when addressing audiences.

Using Storytelling and Emotional Connection
Incorporating storytelling can make speeches more engaging and relatable. Women speakers often
excel at creating emotional connections with their audiences, which enhances message retention
and impact. Sharing personal experiences or anecdotes can build trust and authenticity.

Body Language and Vocal Techniques
Effective use of body language, eye contact, and vocal variety strengthens communication. Women
speaking in public should focus on posture, gestures, and tone to convey confidence and emphasize
key points. Controlled breathing and pacing contribute to clarity and audience engagement.

Seeking Feedback and Continuous Improvement
Constructive feedback from peers, mentors, or speaking coaches is invaluable for growth. Women
should actively seek evaluations and incorporate suggestions to refine their skills. Participating in
public speaking groups or workshops provides opportunities for practice and development.

Impact of Women Speakers on Society and Leadership
Women speaking in public have transformed societies by influencing public opinion, shaping
policies, and fostering cultural change. Their contributions in leadership roles have led to more
inclusive and diverse decision-making processes across sectors.

Shaping Public Policy and Advocacy
Women public speakers often champion causes related to health, education, human rights, and
environmental issues. Their advocacy through speeches, panels, and conferences helps direct
attention to critical social matters and mobilizes community action.

Inspiring Future Generations
Visible women speakers serve as inspirations for girls and young women, encouraging them to
pursue their ambitions and participate confidently in public life. This inspiration nurtures a cycle of
empowerment and leadership development.



Notable Women Public Speakers and Their Influence
Throughout history and in contemporary times, many women have distinguished themselves as
powerful public speakers. Their eloquence and passion have left lasting impacts on audiences
worldwide.

Historical Figures
Figures such as Susan B. Anthony and Sojourner Truth used public speaking to advocate for
women’s suffrage and civil rights, breaking new ground for women’s participation in public
discourse.

Contemporary Leaders
Modern women leaders like Michelle Obama, Malala Yousafzai, and Oprah Winfrey continue to
inspire through compelling speeches that address education, empowerment, and social justice. Their
ability to connect with global audiences demonstrates the evolving role of women in public speaking.

Overcoming Fear and Building Confidence in Public
Speaking
Fear of public speaking, or glossophobia, is common among women and men alike but can be
especially challenging due to societal pressures on women. Building confidence is a gradual process
supported by practical techniques and mindset shifts.

Understanding and Managing Anxiety
Recognizing the physical and psychological symptoms of speaking anxiety is the first step toward
managing it. Techniques such as deep breathing, visualization, and mindfulness help reduce stress
before and during speeches.

Positive Self-Talk and Visualization
Replacing negative thoughts with positive affirmations can boost self-esteem. Visualizing successful
speaking experiences prepares the mind for actual performance and fosters a positive outlook.

Joining Supportive Communities
Engaging with groups like Toastmasters or women’s speaking clubs provides a supportive
environment for practice and encouragement. Sharing experiences and learning from others reduces
isolation and builds resilience.



Setting Realistic Goals and Celebrating Progress
Setting achievable milestones for public speaking helps maintain motivation. Acknowledging
improvements, no matter how small, reinforces confidence and commitment to continuous growth.

Recognize and address common fears

Practice consistently in supportive settings

Develop a strong speech structure

Use feedback constructively

Embrace authenticity and personal style

Frequently Asked Questions

What are common challenges women face when speaking in
public?
Women often face challenges such as gender bias, lack of confidence due to societal expectations,
interruptions, and being underestimated in public speaking settings.

How can women overcome the fear of public speaking?
Women can overcome the fear of public speaking by practicing regularly, joining supportive groups
like Toastmasters, preparing thoroughly, focusing on their message, and using relaxation techniques
to manage anxiety.

Why is it important to encourage women to speak in public?
Encouraging women to speak in public promotes gender equality, empowers women to share their
perspectives, enhances leadership diversity, and helps break down stereotypes.

What role do female public speakers play in inspiring other
women?
Female public speakers serve as role models, demonstrating confidence and expertise, which
inspires other women to pursue leadership roles and express their ideas publicly.

How can organizations support women in becoming better



public speakers?
Organizations can support women by providing training opportunities, creating inclusive
environments, encouraging female participation in meetings and conferences, and offering
mentorship programs.

What are effective public speaking tips specifically for
women?
Effective tips include owning your voice and body language, preparing thoroughly, addressing
audience needs, handling interruptions gracefully, and building a supportive network for feedback
and encouragement.

How does public speaking empower women professionally?
Public speaking empowers women by enhancing their visibility, building credibility, expanding their
professional network, and opening up career advancement opportunities.

Are there any famous female public speakers who have
influenced the speaking landscape?
Yes, figures like Michelle Obama, Malala Yousafzai, Brené Brown, and Oprah Winfrey have
significantly influenced public speaking by addressing important social issues with authenticity and
impact.

What impact does cultural background have on women
speaking in public?
Cultural background can influence confidence levels, communication styles, and societal
expectations, which may either encourage or hinder women from speaking publicly depending on
cultural norms.

How can women handle interruptions or being talked over
during public speaking?
Women can handle interruptions by calmly asserting their right to speak, using strong body
language, redirecting the conversation politely, and preparing responses to maintain control of their
message.

Additional Resources
1. Speak Up: The Essential Guide for Women in Public Speaking
This book offers practical advice and strategies tailored specifically for women who want to improve
their public speaking skills. It addresses common challenges women face, such as overcoming
anxiety and finding their authentic voice. Readers will find tips on body language, storytelling, and
audience engagement to boost confidence on any stage.



2. Women Who Lead: Mastering the Art of Public Speaking
Focusing on leadership and communication, this book empowers women to harness the power of
public speaking to advance their careers. It includes inspiring stories of successful women speakers
and actionable steps to develop persuasive presentations. The book also explores how to handle
difficult questions and manage stage presence effectively.

3. Fearless Voices: A Woman’s Guide to Speaking with Confidence
This guide helps women conquer fear and self-doubt related to public speaking. Through
mindfulness techniques, visualization exercises, and practical tips, it encourages women to embrace
their unique voice. The book emphasizes authenticity and connection with the audience as keys to
impactful communication.

4. From Silence to Strength: The Woman’s Path to Powerful Public Speaking
Addressing the societal and internal barriers that often silence women, this book inspires readers to
find strength in their stories. It offers a step-by-step approach to crafting compelling speeches and
building resilience in the face of criticism. Readers will learn how to use their voice as a tool for
change and empowerment.

5. Her Voice, Her Power: Public Speaking Skills for Women
Designed for women at any stage of their speaking journey, this book provides foundational
techniques and advanced strategies to captivate audiences. It covers everything from speech writing
and delivery to handling nerves and using technology effectively. The author emphasizes the
importance of owning one’s voice and message.

6. Breaking the Glass Ceiling: Public Speaking for Women Leaders
This book targets women aspiring to leadership roles, showing how public speaking can be a catalyst
for career advancement. It explores gender dynamics in communication and offers ways to assert
authority while remaining authentic. Readers will gain insights on networking, influencing, and
building a personal brand through speaking.

7. Speak Like a Woman: Embracing Your Unique Communication Style
Encouraging women to celebrate their distinct ways of communicating, this book challenges
conventional public speaking norms. It highlights diverse voices and styles, offering techniques to
enhance clarity, persuasion, and emotional impact. The book also discusses overcoming societal
expectations and embracing vulnerability as a strength.

8. The Confident Speaker: Public Speaking Tips for Women
This concise and practical guide delivers quick tips to boost confidence and effectiveness in public
speaking. It addresses posture, voice modulation, and audience interaction specifically from a
woman’s perspective. Ideal for busy professionals, it includes exercises designed to build speaking
skills in everyday situations.

9. Voices Rising: Empowering Women Through Public Speaking
This inspiring book combines motivational stories with expert guidance to help women find and
amplify their voices. It covers topics such as storytelling, overcoming imposter syndrome, and
creating memorable presentations. Readers learn how public speaking can be a transformative tool
for personal and professional growth.
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vibrant and expansive scholarship. Doing Women’s History in Public: A Handbook for Interpretation
at Museums and Historic Sites connects that scholarship with the tangible resources and the
sensuality that form museums and historic sites-- the objects, architecture and landscapes-- in ways
that encourage visitor fascination and understanding and center interpretation on the women active
in them. With numerous examples that focus on all women and girls, it appropriately includes
everyone, for women intersect with every other human group. This book provides arguments,
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technology-assisted interpretation and provides Tools to implement Doing Women’s History in
Public. Using a hospitality model, museums and historic sites are the locales where we assemble,
learn from each other, and take our insights into a more gender-shared future.
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a student delivering a presentation, a professional giving a pitch, or an activist advocating for a
cause, Women's Voices: Powerful Expression in Public Speaking empowers you to harness the power
of your voice and make a lasting impact. Its user-friendly approach makes it accessible to speakers
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use powerful language, and deliver your message with confidence. The book also emphasizes the
importance of adapting your speaking style to different audiences and situations. Whether you're
addressing a large conference or a small group of colleagues, you'll discover how to tailor your
message to resonate with your listeners and achieve your desired outcomes. With its clear and
concise writing style, Women's Voices: Powerful Expression in Public Speaking is an invaluable
resource for anyone looking to improve their public speaking skills. Its practical advice and
actionable strategies will help you become a confident and persuasive speaker, enabling you to
communicate your ideas effectively and make a difference in the world. So, embark on this journey
of self-improvement and unlock the full potential of your public speaking abilities with Women's
Voices: Powerful Expression in Public Speaking. It's time to take your voice to the next level and
leave a lasting impression on your audience. If you like this book, write a review on google books!
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2011-01-07 Women and Public Life in Early Meiji Japan focuses on women’s activities in the new
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students, and teachers, on social and political groups women created, on female employment, and on
women’s participation in print media, this book offers a new perspective on nineteenth- and early
twentieth-century Japanese history. Women’s founding of and participation in conflicting discourses
over the value of women in Meiji public life demonstrate that during this period active and vocal
women were everywhere, that they did not meekly submit to the dictates of the government and
intellectuals over what women could or should do, and that they were fully integrated in the
production of Meiji culture. Mara Patessio shows that the study of women is fundamental not only in
order to understand fully the transformations of the Meiji period, but also to understand how later
generations of women could successfully move the battle forward. Women and Public Life in Early
Meiji Japan is essential reading for all students and teachers of 19th- and early 20th-century
Japanese history and is of interest to scholars of women’s history more generally.
  women speaking in public: American Women Speak Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2016-10-24 This
A-to-Z compendium explores more than 150 American women activists from colonial times to the
present, examining their backgrounds and the focus of their activism, and provides examples of their
speeches. Throughout history, American women's oratory has crusaded for religious rights,
abolitionism, and peace, as well as for Zionism, immigration, and immunization. This text examines
more than 150 influential American women activists and their speeches on vital issues. Each entry
outlines the speaker's motivation and provides examples of their speeches in context, supplying
information about the setting, audience, reception, and lasting historical significance. This collection
of women's speeches emphasizes primary sources that underscore the goals of the Common Core
Standards. Entries support classroom discussion on a range of topics, from women's suffrage and
birth control to civil rights and 20th- and 21st-century labor law. No other reference work compiles
examples of female activism and oration across a 400-year span of history along with analysis of the
speaker's intent, forum, listeners, and public and media response.
  women speaking in public: Speaking Out J. Baxter, 2016-01-26 Focusing on the female voice
in public contexts, language and gender specialists consider the barriers and opportunities
encountered by women in gaining recognition in politics, law, the church, education, business and
the media, where people are increasingly judged by their speech and where male and female speech
is often evaluated differently.
  women speaking in public: Women Speaking Up C. Ford, 2008-04-01 Countering popular
myths of women's deficiencies in communicating in traditionally male professions, the author uses
women's talk to illustrate the interactional skills required to contribute effectively to workplace
meetings, and presents new insights on the organization of talk in meetings while celebrating
women's clear competence.
  women speaking in public: The House of My Sojourn Jane S. Sutton, 2010-11-30 Envisions
the relationship between women and rhetoric as a house: a structure erected in ancient Greece by
men that, historically, has made room for women but has also denied them the authority and agency



to speak from within
  women speaking in public: Men and Women in the Household of God Korinna Zamfir,
2013-04-10 Korinna Zamfir explores the manner in which the Pastoral Epistles redefine roles and
ministries within a changed ecclesiological framework (the ekkl?sia as oikos Theou). The contextual
investigation focuses on the cultural and social background of the station codes and church orders.
Applying the environmental approach advanced by Abraham MalherbeZamfir discusses the Pastoral
Epistles as writings intimately linked to their Greco-Roman social and cultural environment. The
volume addresses the mentalities reflected in moral philosophies, political theories, drama and
epigraphy, focusing on the discourse articulated in these sources. Exploring the adoption of
conservative mentalities, the monograph advances a reading of the Pastoral Epistles based on
ideology critique. It also incorporates insights gained from research on the social world of earliest
Christianity, in particular on private associations.Korinna Zamfir argues that the ecclesiology of the
Pastoral Epistles presupposes the metaphorical use of oikos Theou and shows that in Greco-Roman
antiquity oikos denotes larger social entities like the religious association, the polisand the cosmos.
The ekkl?sia is the oikos and polis of God. As a consequence the Pastoral Epistles define roles and
ministries based on the public-private divide and on honor and shame mentality. The theo-logical
and cosmic dimension of the »household of God«explains the essentialist understanding of social and
ecclesial roles. The author also tackles the contrast between discourse and ecclesial reality.
  women speaking in public: Shouting Above the Noisy Crowd: Biblical Wisdom and the
Urgency of Preaching Charles L. Aaron Jr., Dr. Jaime Clark-Soles, 2021-11-09 What could we
accomplish if only we acted more wisely? Could we mitigate the effects of diseases; help the
vulnerable feel safer; make progress on justice; cooperate on common problems? We don't see
enough wisdom, but neither did Woman Wisdom herself, who cried out in the streets wanting to gain
attention. For every preacher who feels the urgency for more wisdom, this book has heard you. We
know the urgency and we want to help.
  women speaking in public: Women’s Agency in the Dune Universe Kara Kennedy,
2022-01-01 This book undertakes the first large-scale analysis of women’s agency in Frank Herbert’s
six-book science fiction Dune series. Kara Kennedy explores how female characters in the Bene
Gesserit Sisterhood—from Jessica to Darwi Odrade—secure control and influence through five
avenues of embodied agency: mind-body synergy, reproduction and motherhood, voices, education
and memory, and sexuality. She also discusses constraints on their agency, tensions between
individual and collective action, and comparisons with other characters including the Mentats, Bene
Tleilaxu, and Honored Matres. The book engages with second-wave feminist theories and historical
issues to highlight how the series anticipated and paralleled developments in the women’s liberation
movement. In this context, it addresses issues regarding sexual difference and solidarity, as well as
women’s demand to have control over their bodies. Kennedy concludes that the series should be
acknowledged as a significant contribution to the genre as part of both New Wave and feminist
science fiction.
  women speaking in public: Milton and the Politics of Public Speech Helen Lynch, 2016-04-22
Using Hannah Arendt’s account of the Greek polis to explain Milton’s fascination with the idea of
public speech, this study reveals what is distinctive about his conception of a godly, republican
oratory and poetics. The book shows how Milton uses rhetorical theory - its ideas, techniques and
image patterns - to dramatise the struggle between ’good’ and ’bad’ oratory, and to fashion his own
model of divinely inspired public utterance. Connecting his polemical and imaginative writing in new
ways, the book discusses the subliminal rhetoric at work in Milton’s political prose and the
systematic scrutiny of the power of oratory in his major poetry. By setting Milton in the context of
other Civil War polemicists, of classical political theory and its early modern reinterpretations, and
of Renaissance writing on rhetoric and poetic language, the book sheds new light on his work across
several genres, culminating in an extended Arendtian reading of his ’Greek’ drama Samson
Agonistes.
  women speaking in public: Imagination and the Public Sphere Susan G. Cumings,



2020-05-15 Imagination and the Public Sphere is an interdisciplinary collection which explores the
politics of identities and the equally challenging politics of social space, seeking the potential for
authentic debate and dissent in a public sphere transformed by the mass media and consumer
culture. Using both contemporary and historical examples, contributors to this volume address such
intersecting, and at times competing, elements of lived experience and cultural practice as art and
politics, celebrity culture and staged display, gender and religion, religion and science, religion and
technology, and technology and teaching, aware of the dynamic interplays of expression and
regulation and alert for the emergence of unanticipated ways of living and making meaningful
connection. This collection asks, in an era that sees identities increasingly pre-packaged and lives
thoroughly mediatized and multiply surveyed, what it means to have collectivity, collective life, and
what it means to imagine new possibilities and perform them into being. It asks that we take part in
addressing these questions together.
  women speaking in public: The Woman's Column , 1892
  women speaking in public: Step In, Step Up Jane A. G. Kise, Barbara K. Watterston,
2019-04-03 Women have incredible potential to drive change in education if they step up to lead at
all levels. In Step In, Step Up, authors Jane A. G. Kise and Barbara K. Watterston guide current and
aspiring women leaders through a twelve-week leadership journey. An assortment of activities,
reflection prompts, and stories empower readers to overcome gender barriers to female leadership
and engage in opportunities to learn, grow, and lead within their school communities. This book will
inspire you to step into educational leadership with confidence. Examine the need for women in
leadership positions at schools and districts. Consider your own leadership identity and learn where
to make adjustments. Feel empowered to overcome gender barriers, female stereotypes, and the
double bind experienced by women in leadership roles. Gain tools and strategies for creating an
action plan for effective instructional leadership in schools. Learn about hard and soft leadership
skills and their value in educational leadership. Complete reflection activities to reinforce learning
and professional leadership development. Contents: About the Authors Introduction: The Why and
How of Women's Leadership Journey Chapter 1: Engaging Women in School Leadership Chapter 2:
Navigating Gender Barriers Chapter 3: Finding Time for the Leadership Journey Chapter 4:
Readying Yourself for Stepping Up Chapter 5: Taking the Path to Maturity Chapter 6: Knowing Your
Hardwired Strengths Chapter 7: Challenging Your High-Flying and Limiting Beliefs Chapter 8:
Exploring Emotional Intelligence Chapter 9: Making Yourself Heard Chapter 10: Finding the
Courage for Tough Conversations Chapter 11: Encouraging More Women to Lead Chapter 12:
Crafting Your Identity as a Female Leader A Final Note References and Resources Index
  women speaking in public: The Feminist Challenge to the Canadian Left, 1900-1918 Janice
Newton, 1995 The resurgence of feminism in the early 1970's created shock waves across Canadian
society that can be felt to this day. One of its results was a growing interest in women's history,
which initially focused on the struggle of women around the turn of the century to gain the right to
vote.
  women speaking in public: “Silence” in Translation Anna Sui Hluan, 2022-12-02 The role of
women in the church has long been a contentious topic for Christians. In this groundbreaking study,
Dr. Anna Sui Hluan critically examines the understanding of “silence” within the Myanmar context,
specically as it impacts the church’s interpretation of 1 Corinthians 14:34–35. She oers a
comparative study of the Judson Burmese Bible alongside versions of the Greek text, exploring the
role of translation in reinforcing cultural assumptions and codifying the translator’s interpretive
viewpoint. Analyzing the verses in question through the lens of three contemporary schools of
interpretation – literal traditional, feminist, and egalitarian – she demonstrates the need for
developing a satisfactory contextual hermeneutic for interpreting passages that concern women in
Myanmar today. This interdisciplinary study combines cultural and linguistic awareness, a critical
analysis of hermeneutics, and a deep commitment to Scripture as the foundation for faith and life.
Dr. Hluan oers the church a model of “believing criticism,” equipping believers to take responsibility
for their own interpretations of Scripture and its application in their societies. This is a powerful



resource for translators, scholars, church leaders, and all those seeking to faithfully apply the Bible
in their contexts.
  women speaking in public: The Handbook of Rhetoric and Public Address Shawn J.
Parry-Giles, J. Michael Hogan, 2010-05-10 The Handbook of Rhetoric and Public Address is a
state-of-the-art companion to the field that showcases both the historical traditions and the future
possibilities for public address scholarship in the twenty-first century. Focuses on public address as
both a subject matter and a critical perspective Mindful of the connections between the study of
public address and the history of ideas Provides an historical overview of public address research
and pedagogy, as well as a reassessment of contemporary public address scholarship by those most
engaged in its practice Includes in-depth discussions of basic issues and controversies public
address scholarship Explores the relationship between the study of public address and contemporary
issues of civic engagement and democratic citizenship Reflects the diversity of views among public
address scholars, advancing on-going discussions and debates over the goals and character of
rhetorical scholarship
  women speaking in public: Lecturing Women in British Fiction, Periodicals and Public Orality,
1870–1910 Anne-Julia Zwierlein, 2025-03-31 This book examines the emergence of women as
audiences and speakers on the British metropolitan lecture circuit and in mass print representations
from 1870 to 1910. Bringing together research on Victorian lecturing, periodicals, voice studies and
the cultural history of feminism, it sheds new light on the interdependence of orality and print and
the rise of the British women’s movement. Sifting through the archives of lecture institutions (the
Birkbeck Literary and Scientific Institution, the London Institution and the Royal Institution), penny
fiction weeklies and feminist weeklies, New Woman and suffrage novels, autobiographical writings
and rhetorical manuals, this book reconstructs the changing mediascape of late Victorian London
and treats speech events, in print and on site, as catalysts for democratic participation. Undertaking
an archaeology of women’s presence in the lecture hall, it explores conservative fantasies in fiction
of the female speaking automaton alongside new writings that transformed women orators from
objects of sensation into public agents. By analysing women’s collective self-education in rhetoric
and elocution, this book traces the emergence in political fictions of key narrative tropes of oral
performance: the surprise encounter in the lecture hall, the moment of conversion during a lecture
and the symbolic ‘first speech’ of new suffrage recruits. Drawing on new and extensive primary
research, this book intervenes in several flourishing fields of inquiry: literary studies, oral culture
studies, sound and voice studies, performance studies, periodical studies and Victorian and
Edwardian cultural history.
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