
wisconsin society of ornithology

wisconsin society of ornithology is a prominent organization dedicated to the
study, conservation, and enjoyment of birds in Wisconsin. Established to
foster a deeper understanding of avian species, the society serves as a hub
for bird enthusiasts, researchers, and conservationists across the state.
This article provides an in-depth look at the Wisconsin Society of
Ornithology, highlighting its history, mission, activities, and contributions
to bird conservation and education. With its rich legacy and active
community, the society plays a crucial role in promoting ornithological
knowledge and protecting Wisconsin’s diverse bird habitats. Readers will gain
insight into the society’s educational programs, research initiatives,
membership benefits, and upcoming events. The following sections also detail
how the society collaborates with other organizations and engages the public
in birdwatching and conservation efforts.
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History and Mission of the Wisconsin Society of
Ornithology

The Wisconsin Society of Ornithology (WSO) was founded to unite bird lovers
and professionals dedicated to the study and preservation of Wisconsin’s bird
populations. Since its inception, the society has emphasized supporting
scientific research, promoting public awareness, and encouraging responsible
birdwatching practices. Its mission focuses on advancing ornithological
knowledge while advocating for the conservation of avian habitats statewide.
Over the years, the WSO has grown into a respected organization that combines
academic rigor with community involvement.

Founding and Growth

Established in the mid-20th century, the Wisconsin Society of Ornithology
began as a small group of dedicated birders and ornithologists. It quickly
expanded, attracting members from diverse backgrounds including educators,
students, wildlife biologists, and amateur birdwatchers. The society’s growth
reflects its commitment to inclusivity and broad participation in bird
conservation efforts.



Core Mission and Goals

The core mission of the WSO is to promote the appreciation, study, and
conservation of birds in Wisconsin. This includes:

Supporting scientific research on bird species and their habitats.

Providing educational resources to the public and schools.

Encouraging ethical birdwatching and data collection.

Advocating for policies that protect avian environments.

Membership and Community Engagement

The Wisconsin Society of Ornithology offers membership to individuals
passionate about birds and wildlife conservation. Membership is open to all,
ranging from novice birdwatchers to experienced ornithologists. The society
fosters a vibrant community that encourages sharing knowledge, participating
in citizen science projects, and networking with fellow enthusiasts.

Benefits of Membership

Members of the WSO receive numerous benefits designed to enhance their
birding experience and support their educational interests. These include:

Subscription to the society’s journal featuring research articles and
birding news.

Access to exclusive field trips and birdwatching events.

Opportunities to participate in statewide bird counts and surveys.

Discounts on educational workshops and materials.

Volunteer Opportunities

The WSO encourages members to engage actively through volunteer programs.
Volunteers assist with data collection, event organization, habitat
restoration projects, and public outreach. This involvement helps strengthen
the society’s impact on bird conservation across Wisconsin.

Educational Programs and Resources

Education is a cornerstone of the Wisconsin Society of Ornithology’s work.
The organization develops and offers a variety of programs aimed at schools,
community groups, and the general public to increase awareness and
understanding of birds and their environments.



Workshops and Seminars

Regular workshops and seminars cover topics such as bird identification,
migration patterns, habitat needs, and conservation strategies. These
educational sessions are designed to cater to different skill levels, from
beginners to advanced birders.

Publications and Online Resources

The society publishes a quarterly journal that presents scientific studies,
bird reports, and conservation news relevant to Wisconsin’s avifauna.
Additionally, the WSO maintains an online repository of resources, including
bird checklists, identification guides, and educational materials accessible
to members and the wider community.

Research and Conservation Initiatives

The Wisconsin Society of Ornithology actively supports and conducts research
projects that contribute to the understanding and protection of bird species
within the state. Conservation initiatives spearheaded by the society address
challenges such as habitat loss, climate change, and species decline.

Scientific Research Programs

Research programs focus on monitoring bird populations, studying behavioral
ecology, and assessing environmental impacts on avian health. The society
often collaborates with universities, government agencies, and conservation
organizations to ensure scientific rigor and practical application of
findings.

Habitat Preservation Efforts

Conservation activities include habitat restoration, advocacy for protected
areas, and promoting sustainable land management practices. The WSO supports
efforts to maintain wetlands, forests, and grasslands critical for nesting,
feeding, and migration stopovers.

Events, Field Trips, and Birding Activities

The Wisconsin Society of Ornithology organizes a variety of events designed
to engage members and the public in birdwatching and conservation activities.
These events provide opportunities to observe Wisconsin’s diverse bird
species in their natural habitats.

Annual Bird Counts and Surveys

Key events include annual bird counts such as the Christmas Bird Count and
spring migration surveys. These citizen science projects generate valuable
data used to track population trends and inform conservation strategies.



Guided Field Trips

Guided field trips led by experienced ornithologists offer participants
hands-on learning experiences. These excursions visit key birding locations
throughout Wisconsin, allowing for observation of both common and rare
species.

Educational Outreach Events

The WSO hosts lectures, family birdwatching days, and school programs aimed
at raising awareness and inspiring a new generation of bird enthusiasts.

Collaborations and Partnerships

The Wisconsin Society of Ornithology works closely with other organizations
to amplify its impact on bird conservation and education. These partnerships
extend across government agencies, nonprofit groups, academic institutions,
and local communities.

State and National Conservation Organizations

Collaborations with agencies such as the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources and national organizations like the Audubon Society enhance the
society’s ability to influence conservation policy and participate in large-
scale projects.

Academic and Research Institutions

The WSO partners with universities and research centers to support
ornithological studies, facilitate student involvement, and disseminate
scientific knowledge.

Community and Volunteer Networks

Engagement with local birding clubs, environmental groups, and volunteer
networks helps broaden outreach efforts and fosters a collaborative approach
to wildlife stewardship.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Wisconsin Society of Ornithology?

The Wisconsin Society of Ornithology (WSO) is a non-profit organization
dedicated to the study and conservation of birds in Wisconsin through
education, research, and birdwatching activities.



How can I become a member of the Wisconsin Society of
Ornithology?

You can become a member by visiting the WSO website and signing up online,
where you can choose from various membership levels that support bird
conservation and provide access to society resources.

What types of events does the Wisconsin Society of
Ornithology organize?

WSO organizes birdwatching field trips, educational workshops, annual bird
counts, lectures, and conservation projects throughout Wisconsin to engage
members and the public.

Does the Wisconsin Society of Ornithology publish any
journals or newsletters?

Yes, WSO publishes 'The Passenger Pigeon,' a quarterly journal featuring
articles on bird identification, research, conservation, and news relevant to
Wisconsin birders.

How does the Wisconsin Society of Ornithology
contribute to bird conservation?

WSO contributes by supporting habitat preservation, conducting bird
population surveys, advocating for environmental policies, and educating the
public about the importance of bird conservation.

Are there opportunities for citizen scientists to get
involved with WSO?

Absolutely, WSO encourages citizen scientists to participate in bird counts,
monitoring programs, and data collection projects to help track bird
populations across Wisconsin.

What are some popular birding locations recommended
by the Wisconsin Society of Ornithology?

Popular birding spots include Horicon Marsh, Kettle Moraine State Forest,
Crex Meadows Wildlife Area, and the Apostle Islands, all known for diverse
bird species and accessible trails.

How does WSO support young birders and educational
outreach?

WSO offers youth programs, scholarships, and educational materials to schools
and families to foster interest in ornithology and promote bird conservation
among younger generations.



Additional Resources
1. Birds of Wisconsin: A Comprehensive Guide
This book serves as an essential field guide for bird enthusiasts in
Wisconsin, detailing the identification, habitat, and behaviors of over 300
bird species found in the state. It includes vivid photographs, range maps,
and seasonal migration patterns. The guide is perfect for both novice bird
watchers and experienced ornithologists.

2. Wisconsin's Avian Heritage: History and Conservation
Exploring the historical relationship between Wisconsin’s communities and its
bird populations, this book delves into conservation efforts and the role of
the Wisconsin Society of Ornithology. It highlights key species that have
been protected and the ongoing challenges faced due to habitat loss and
climate change. The narrative integrates scientific research with personal
stories from local birders.

3. Migration Patterns of Wisconsin Birds
Focusing on the fascinating migratory routes of birds passing through
Wisconsin, this book offers insights into the timing, pathways, and
environmental factors influencing migration. It includes data collected by
the Wisconsin Society of Ornithology and features case studies of prominent
migratory species. The work emphasizes the importance of stopover habitats
within the state.

4. Birdwatching Hotspots in Wisconsin
This guide highlights the best locations across Wisconsin for birdwatching
year-round, including state parks, wildlife refuges, and urban green spaces.
The book provides tips on the optimal times to visit each site and the
species most commonly observed. It also includes maps, access information,
and recommendations from members of the Wisconsin Society of Ornithology.

5. Ornithology Research Advances in Wisconsin
A compilation of recent scientific studies conducted by researchers
affiliated with the Wisconsin Society of Ornithology, this book presents
cutting-edge findings in avian biology, ecology, and conservation. Topics
range from breeding behaviors to the impact of environmental pollutants on
bird populations. It is a valuable resource for academics, students, and
dedicated birders.

6. The Role of Wetlands in Wisconsin Bird Ecology
This publication examines the critical importance of Wisconsin’s wetlands for
supporting diverse bird species. It discusses wetland types, their ecological
functions, and how they serve as breeding and feeding grounds for both
resident and migratory birds. The book also covers conservation strategies
promoted by the Wisconsin Society of Ornithology to protect these vital
habitats.

7. Birdsong of Wisconsin: An Audio and Visual Guide
Designed to help readers identify birds by their songs and calls, this book
features detailed descriptions and accompanying audio files accessible via QR
codes. It covers the distinctive vocalizations of many Wisconsin bird species
and explains their significance in communication and mating. The resource is
especially useful for those involved with the Wisconsin Society of
Ornithology’s field studies.

8. Citizen Science and Bird Monitoring in Wisconsin
Highlighting the contributions of amateur birders, this book showcases how
citizen science projects coordinated by the Wisconsin Society of Ornithology



have enhanced understanding of bird populations and trends. It includes
guidance on how to participate in monitoring programs, record data, and
contribute to statewide databases. The book emphasizes community involvement
in avian conservation.

9. Rare and Endangered Birds of Wisconsin
This focused volume profiles the rarest and most threatened bird species in
Wisconsin, detailing their habitats, threats, and recovery efforts. It offers
comprehensive accounts supported by research from the Wisconsin Society of
Ornithology and partnering conservation agencies. The book aims to raise
awareness and inspire action to protect these vulnerable birds.
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  wisconsin society of ornithology: Wisconsin Birds Norval R. Barger, Samuel D. Robbins,
Stanley A. Temple, 1988
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Wisconsin's Natural Communities Randy Hoffman,
2002-09-20 Cattails grow in a marsh, pitcher plants grow in a bog, jewelweed grows in a swamp,
right? Do sandhill cranes live among sandy hills? Frogs live near lakes and ponds, but can they live
on prairies, too? What is a pine barrens, an oak opening, a calcareous fen? Wisconsin’s Natural
Communities is an invitation to discover, explore, and understand Wisconsin’s richly varied natural
environment, from your backyard or neighborhood park to stunning public preserves.Part 1 of the
book explains thirty-three distinct types of natural communities in Wisconsin—their characteristic
trees, beetles, fish, lichens, butterflies, reptiles, mammals, wildflowers—and the effects of geology,
climate, and historical events on these habitats. Part 2 describes and maps fifty natural areas on
public lands that are outstanding examples of these many different natural communities: Crex
Meadows, Horicon Marsh, Black River Forest, Maribel Caves, Whitefish Dunes, the Blue Hills, Avoca
Prairie, the Moquah Barrens and Chequamegon Bay, the Ridges Sanctuary, Cadiz Springs, Devil’s
Lake, and many others. Intended for anyone who has a love for the natural world, this book is also
an excellent introduction for students. And, it provides landowners, public officials, and other
stewards of our environment with the knowledge to recognize natural communities and manage
them for future generations.
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Wisconsin Library Bulletin , 1963
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Wisconsin Birdlife Samuel D. Robbins, 1991 As initially
planned in 1939 by Owen J. Gromme, then curator of birds at the Milwaukee Public Museum,
Wisconsin Birdlife would not only describe and document every species of bird known to have visited
this state, but would also depict each species with his own original paintings. During the next two
decades, Gromme concentrated primarily on the latter, resulting in the separate publication in 1963
of his now classic Birds of Wisconsin. Work on the present volume was assumed in the late 1960s by
Samuel D. Robbins, whose labors of more than 20 years give us a veritable encyclopedia of the
state's ornithological knowledge. A complement and supplement to field guides, picture books, and
recordings, the book is designed to enlarge the reader's understanding and appreciation of
statewide history, abundance, and habitat preference of every species reliably recorded in
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Wisconsin. The volume opens with a summary of the ornithological history of the state and an
exposition of its ecological setting. The heart of Wisconsin Birdlife ensues: detailed accounts of
nearly 400 species, with information on status (population and distribution), habitat, migration
dates, breeding data, and wintering presence, followed by extensive discussion and commentary. Dr.
James Hall Zimmerman, Senior Lecturer in Landscape Architecture at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, provides a special discussion of bird habitats for the book. In addition,
Wisconsin Birdlife features a comprehensive status and seasonal distribution chart, a detailed
habitat preference chart, and an exhaustive bibliography. The ultimate resource, Wisconsin Birdlife
belongs within easy reach of everyone from armchair appreciators and casual birdwatchers to
ardent birders and professional ornithologists.
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Ornithology in Laboratory and Field Olin Sewall Pettingill
Jr., 2012-12-02 This new edition of Ornithology in Laboratory and Field continues to offer up-to-date
coverage of the important aspects of modern ornithology. Beginning with an overview of ornithology
today, Pettingill explores such topics as external and internal anatomy, physiology, ecology, flight,
behavior, migration, life histories, and populations.
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Conservation Directory , 1970
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Ornithology in Laboratory and Field Olin Sewall
Pettingill, 2013-10-02 Ornithology in Laboratory and Field is intended as an aid to ornithological
study at the college or university level. Students who lack the background knowledge usually
acquired during a course in general zoology or biology should keep it handy for ready reference a
standard elementary text on the subject. This book contains extensive material for purely
informational reading, possibly enough to supplant the need of an additional textbook. Its principal
purpose still complies with the title of its predecessors for it is essentially a manual to guide and
assist the student in direct observations. All twenty sections, except the last (The Origin, Evolution,
and Decrease of Birds), suggest methods and provide instructions for studies; and all conclude with
an extensive list of references, frequently annotated, for further information. The twenty sections of
the book can be taken up in almost any order and some may be omitted without affecting the
instructional value of the others. A feature of this new edition is an introduction to birds and
ornithology, intended for reading at the beginning of a course. The purpose is twofold: to show the
significance of birds for study and to give an overall preview of ornithology, the subject, with
emphasis on its wide scope, how it is studied, and some of the continuing and exciting opportunities
that it offers for investigation.
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Midwest Birding Companion Stan Tekiela, 2021-11-09 Get
the guide to bird-watching in the Midwest that’s part how-to book, part field guide, and part journal.
Peaceful, relaxing, and inspiring—birding can yield a lifetime of satisfaction. For some, simple
observation of birds is enough to fill them with joy. Others prefer to make it more interactive,
striving to see a variety of species and learning to identify them. If you’re among the latter, the
Midwest Birding Companion is just for you. Written by award-winning author, naturalist, and wildlife
photographer Stan Tekiela (known throughout the country for his best-selling bird identification
guides), the Midwest Birding Companion is part how-to book, part field guide, and part journal. Read
Stan’s tips for identifying birds, and learn about everything from reporting a rare bird to dealing
with injured birds. The field guide section organizes nearly 150 species by color. When you see a
yellow bird, go to the yellow section to discover what it is. There, you can also find range maps, as
well as such information as nest descriptions, migration habits, and tips for attracting the species to
your feeder. At the bottom of every page, there’s room to log information about when and where you
saw that species. You can also keep track of your birding life list on the book’s closing pages—so
you’ll always have a running total of the different birds you’ve seen. The Midwest Birding
Companion is ideal for birding in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota,
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. Use your birding companion
on its own, or pair it with Stan’s bird identification guides. It will enhance your birding experience
and bring even more enjoyment to the hobby that you love.



  wisconsin society of ornithology: Wisconsin's Outdoor Treasures Tim Bewer, 2003-04 From
the Mississippi River bluffs and backwaters to the forests of the great Northwoods, there is a world
of natural beauty, often hidden and frequently undiscovered. Author Tim Bewer has traveled the
state in search of the best of these outdoor treasures. This guidebook describes more than 150 of
Wisconsin's best outdoor treasures places to hike, canoe and kayak, bicycle, view wildlife, take a
scenic drive, cross-country ski or snowshoe, or just enjoy the solitude of rushing waterfalls, clear
lakes, scenic bluffs, and deep forests.
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Disposal of Badger Army Ammunition Plant , 2003
  wisconsin society of ornithology: The Animal Substitute Marjolein Efting Dijkstra, 2010
Presents an interdisciplinary study that combines art history, ethnology and sociology to examine
the ways in which such animal substitutes as North American duck decoys and other utilitarian
objects from a variety of cultures have influenced modern and contemporary art practices.
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Environmental Hotline '77 United States. Environmental
Protection Agency. Region V., 1977
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Communicating in the Anthropocene C. Vail Fletcher, Alexa
M. Dare, 2021-02-04 The purpose of Communicating in the Anthropocene: Intimate Relations is to
tell a different story about the world. Humans, especially those raised in Western traditions, have
long told stories about themselves as individual protagonists who act with varying degrees of free
will against a background of mute supporting characters and inert landscapes. Humans can be
either saviors or destroyers, but our actions are explained and judged again and again as emanating
from the individual. And yet, as the coronavirus pandemic has made clear, humans are unavoidably
interconnected not only with other humans, but with nonhuman and more-than-human others with
whom we share space and time. Why do so many of us humans avoid, deny, or resist a view of the
world where our lives are made possible, maybe even made richer, through connection? In this
volume, we suggest a view of communication as intimacy. We use this concept as a provocation for
thinking about how we humans are in an always-already state of being-in-relation with other
humans, nonhumans, and the land.
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Conservation Directory 1980 Jeannette Bryant, 1980-02
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Recovering Lost Species in the Modern Age Dolly
Jorgensen, 2019-10-29 A groundbreaking study of how emotions motivate attempts to counter
species loss. This groundbreaking book brings together environmental history and the history of
emotions to examine the motivations behind species conservation actions. In Recovering Lost
Species in the Modern Age, Dolly Jørgensen uses the environmental histories of reintroduction,
rewilding, and resurrection to view the modern conservation paradigm of the recovery of nature as
an emotionally charged practice. Jørgensen argues that the recovery of nature—identifying that
something is lost and then going out to find it and bring it back—is a nostalgic practice that looks to
a historical past and relies on the concept of belonging to justify future-oriented action. The recovery
impulse depends on emotional responses to what is lost, particularly a longing for recovery that
manifests itself in such emotions as guilt, hope, fear, and grief. Jørgensen explains why emotional
frameworks matter deeply—both for how people understand nature theoretically and how they
interact with it physically. The identification of what belongs (the lost nature) and our longing (the
emotional attachment to it) in the present will affect how environmental restoration practices are
carried out in the future. A sustainable future will depend on questioning how and why belonging
and longing factor into the choices we make about what to recover.
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Wisconsin Birds Stanley A. Temple, 1997 Wisconsin Birds is
a comprehensive and useful guide to the distribution and abundance of all common bird species
found in the state. Meant as a supplement to the colorful field guides that identify birds, this little
book of maps and graphs will tell you where to find them. Based on data collected on weekly
checklists by members of the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology since 1982, this book's first edition
was the first of its kind for any state. Each page of the book is devoted to a single species - 266 in all
- showing the areas of the state in which that species can be found, its relative abundance in those



areas, and seasonal patterns of abundance in southern and northern Wisconsin. New to this edition
are graphs showing whether the species has increased, decreased, or remained stable over the last
fourteen years. Also included in Wisconsin Birds are an explanation of how to interpret the maps and
graphs and a description of the Wisconsin Checklist Project.
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forests (N.F.),
Proposed Land and Resource Management Plan 2003 , 2004
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Women in the Biological Sciences Carol A. Biermann,
Louise S. Grinstein, Rose K. Rose, 1997-07-16 Biology textbooks and books on the history of science
generally give a limited picture of the roles women have played in the growth and development of
the biological sciences, mentioning primarily the Nobel laureates. This book provides a definitive
archival collection of essays on a larger group of women, profiling both their work and their lives.
The volume includes 65 representative women from different countries and eras, and from as many
branches of biological investigation as possible. In addition to biographical information and an
evaluation of the woman's career and significance, each entry provides a full bibliographic listing of
works by and about the subject. The volume includes entries on women who have gained recognition
through attainment of advanced degrees despite familial and societal pressures, innovative research
results, influence exerted in teaching and guidance of students, active participation and leadership
in professional societies, extensive scholarly publication, participation on journal editorial boards,
extensive field experience, and influence on public and political scientific policymaking. A woman
was considered eligible for inclusion if she met several of these criteria. Providing a historical
perspective, the book is limited to women who were born before 1930 or are deceased.
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Conservation Directory 2000 National Wildlife Federation,
1999 The Lyons Press is proud to present the forty-fifth annual edition of the National Wildlife
Federation's Conservation Directory of U.S. and international organizations and agencies working to
protect the environment -- the most vital resource of its kind. Included are: members of the United
States Congress; government agencies; citizens' groups; educational institutions; databases,
services, periodicals, and other directories; federally protected conservation areas; indexes; and
more. This annual directory is essential for colleges and universities, libraries, environmental
activists, students, outdoor writers, science editors, natural-resource agencies, those seeking
employment in the field of conservation, researchers, and all individuals interested in wildlife and
ecology.
  wisconsin society of ornithology: Wildlife Abstracts U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 1954
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Manitowoc, Baraboo, and Door County, noted for their
42 Fun Things To Do In Wisconsin - Attractions & Activities   Explore Wisconsin’s top
attractions and unique activities. Plan your adventure now to discover must-see destinations and
hidden gems!
Wisconsin Map | Counties, Cities, Highways, Rivers and Attractions Explore a map of
Wisconsin showing counties, cities, highways, rivers, and boundaries with neighboring states for
better geographic understanding
Home - Discover Wisconsin   Celebrate Fall in Sauk County: Festivals & Fun Await! Follow Us!
Wisconsin tourism, things to do and popular attractions Discover things to do and popular
attractions in Wisconsin. With four distinct seasons, hearty food and outdoor fun, Wisconsin is a
hidden gem
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