
witty speech opening lines

witty speech opening lines are a powerful tool for capturing an audience's
attention and setting the tone for any presentation. Crafting the perfect
opening line can engage listeners immediately, establish rapport, and inject
humor that makes the speech memorable. This article explores the importance
of witty speech opening lines, their characteristics, and how to effectively
incorporate them into various speech contexts. It also provides practical
examples and tips for tailoring these lines to suit different audiences and
occasions. Whether delivering a formal keynote, a wedding toast, or a
business presentation, understanding how to use humor strategically can
elevate the overall impact. The following sections will guide you through the
essentials and creative approaches to mastering witty openings for speeches.
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Characteristics of Effective Witty Speech Opening Lines

Techniques for Crafting Witty Speech Opening Lines

Examples of Witty Speech Opening Lines for Various Occasions

Tips for Delivering Witty Speech Opening Lines with Impact

Understanding the Importance of Witty Speech
Opening Lines

Witty speech opening lines serve as the first impression in any public
speaking scenario. They can break the ice, reduce tension, and create a
positive atmosphere among the audience. Incorporating wit at the beginning of
a speech helps to engage listeners immediately and encourages them to pay
attention. This engagement is critical for conveying the speech’s message
effectively. Additionally, a clever opening can reflect the speaker’s
personality and confidence, making the audience more receptive. In a world
where attention spans are short, witty openings can distinguish a speech from
countless others, leaving a memorable mark.

Why Humor Works in Speech Openings

Humor, especially when delivered through witty lines, activates positive
emotions and fosters a connection between the speaker and the audience. It
serves to relax both parties, making the communication more natural and
effective. The right humorous opening can also set expectations for a lively
and enjoyable speech, boosting audience engagement. Furthermore, laughter
releases endorphins, which can improve the audience's mood and increase
receptiveness to the message.



Impact on Audience Engagement

Starting with witty speech opening lines grabs attention and maintains it
throughout the presentation. An engaged audience is more likely to listen
carefully, absorb information, and respond positively. Witty openings can
also encourage audience interaction, establish credibility, and demonstrate
the speaker’s expertise in communication. This initial connection is vital
for persuading, informing, or entertaining the audience effectively.

Characteristics of Effective Witty Speech
Opening Lines

Not all witty speech opening lines are created equal. Effective ones share
common characteristics that contribute to their success. Understanding these
traits can help speakers craft lines that resonate well and enhance their
speech.

Relevance to the Topic

A witty opening should relate to the speech’s theme or subject matter. This
relevance ensures the humor supports the overall message instead of
distracting from it. When the audience sees a clear connection, they
appreciate the cleverness and are more engaged.

Appropriateness for the Audience

Tailoring witty lines to suit the audience’s demographics, cultural
background, and expectations is crucial. What might be humorous in one
setting could be misunderstood or offensive in another. Assessing the
audience beforehand helps in selecting the right tone and style of wit.

Conciseness and Clarity

Effective witty speech opening lines are brief and easy to understand. Overly
complex jokes or lengthy anecdotes can lose the audience’s attention. A
concise, clear line delivers an immediate impact and sets the pace for the
rest of the speech.

Originality and Creativity

Original witty lines stand out and avoid clichés. Creative expressions or
unique twists on common ideas make the opening memorable. Speakers who invest
effort into originality demonstrate professionalism and respect for their
audience.

Techniques for Crafting Witty Speech Opening



Lines

Several proven techniques can aid in creating witty speech opening lines that
captivate and amuse. Employing these methods strategically enhances the
effectiveness of the humor.

Using Wordplay and Puns

Wordplay, including puns and double entendres, adds cleverness and
lightheartedness to speech openings. These linguistic twists can surprise the
audience and generate laughter while remaining relevant to the topic.

Incorporating Relevant Anecdotes

Brief, humorous stories related to the subject or the speaker’s experience
can personalize the speech and create rapport. Anecdotes that highlight irony
or unexpected outcomes often work well as witty openings.

Employing Self-Deprecating Humor

Self-deprecating jokes reveal humility and approachability. When used
appropriately, they create a bond with the audience by showing the speaker
does not take themselves too seriously, encouraging empathy and
attentiveness.

Starting with an Unexpected Statement

A surprising or paradoxical statement can pique curiosity and amuse
simultaneously. This technique challenges assumptions and invites the
audience to pay closer attention to the unfolding message.

Examples of Witty Speech Opening Lines for
Various Occasions

Different speech contexts require tailored witty openings to suit the tone
and audience. Below are examples categorized by setting to illustrate
effective applications.

Business Presentations: "I was going to start with a joke about
spreadsheets, but I figured today’s numbers are funny enough."

Wedding Toasts: "Marriage is like a deck of cards: in the beginning, all
you need are two hearts and a diamond."

Keynote Speeches: "They say public speaking is the number one fear, so
if you’re nervous, just remember—I’m right up here with you."

Academic Lectures: "If knowledge is power, then consider this lecture
your daily dose of electricity."



Charity Events: "I promise to keep this brief, unlike my last donation
receipt."

Customizing Examples to Fit Your Style

When adapting witty speech opening lines, consider personal speaking style
and comfort level. Authenticity enhances delivery and audience connection.
Modifying examples to reflect individual voice or experiences improves
naturalness and effectiveness.

Tips for Delivering Witty Speech Opening Lines
with Impact

Crafting witty speech opening lines is only half the equation; delivering
them effectively is equally important. Proper delivery ensures the humor
resonates and sets the desired tone.

Timing and Pausing

Well-timed pauses before or after the witty line allow the audience to
process and react. Avoid rushing through the opening, as this can diminish
the humor’s impact.

Confident Tone and Body Language

Confidence in voice and gestures reinforces the humor and helps the audience
perceive the speaker as credible and engaging. Smiling and maintaining eye
contact contribute to a positive atmosphere.

Reading the Audience

Being attentive to the audience’s reactions allows for adjustments in
delivery. If a witty line falls flat, transitioning smoothly maintains
professionalism and keeps the speech on track.

Practice and Refinement

Rehearsing witty speech opening lines helps perfect timing and intonation.
Feedback from peers or mentors can identify areas for improvement and ensure
the humor aligns with the overall speech.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are witty speech opening lines?

Witty speech opening lines are clever, humorous, or thought-provoking
statements used at the beginning of a speech to grab the audience's attention
and set a positive tone.

Why are witty opening lines effective in speeches?

Witty opening lines are effective because they engage the audience
immediately, create a relaxed atmosphere, and make the speaker appear more
relatable and confident.

Can you give an example of a witty speech opening
line?

Sure! An example is: "I was going to tell you a joke about time travel, but
you didn’t like it." This line is humorous and intriguing, encouraging the
audience to listen further.

How can I create my own witty speech opening line?

To create your own witty opening line, consider using puns, wordplay,
surprising facts, or light self-deprecation related to your speech topic to
spark curiosity and laughter.

Are witty opening lines suitable for all types of
speeches?

Witty opening lines work best in informal or semi-formal settings; however,
for serious or sensitive topics, a more respectful or solemn opening may be
appropriate.

How do I balance wit and professionalism in my speech
opening?

Balance wit and professionalism by ensuring your humor is appropriate,
inclusive, and relevant to the topic, avoiding offensive or controversial
jokes while maintaining a polished delivery.

What are common mistakes to avoid when using witty
opening lines?

Common mistakes include using humor that may offend, being too long-winded,
confusing the audience, or using jokes unrelated to the speech topic, which
can detract from your message.

Can a witty opening line improve audience retention?

Yes, a witty opening line can improve audience retention by capturing
attention early, making the speech memorable, and encouraging listeners to
stay engaged throughout.



Where can I find inspiration for witty speech opening
lines?

Inspiration can come from comedians, famous speeches, books on public
speaking, online articles, or by reflecting on personal anecdotes and current
events relevant to your topic.

Additional Resources
1. Sharp Starts: Crafting Witty Opening Lines for Any Occasion
This book delves into the art of beginning conversations with humor and
intelligence. It provides a variety of examples and exercises to help readers
create memorable and engaging opening lines. Whether for speeches,
presentations, or social gatherings, this guide ensures your first words
leave a lasting impression.

2. First Impressions: Mastering the Wit in Your Opening Remarks
Explore techniques to captivate audiences right from the start with clever
and sharp opening lines. The author combines psychology and humor studies to
show how wit can break the ice and build rapport. Practical tips and real-
life examples make this book a go-to resource for speakers and writers.

3. Opening Acts: The Wit and Wisdom Behind Memorable Speech Starters
This collection features famous opening lines from history’s most witty
speakers, accompanied by analysis and writing strategies. Readers learn how
to adapt these techniques to their own style and context. The book also
includes exercises to spark creativity and confidence in speech openings.

4. Witty Words: The Power of Clever Openings in Public Speaking
Learn how to harness humor and clever wordplay to create impactful speech
openings. This book covers the balance between wit and appropriateness,
ensuring your lines resonate without offending. It also offers advice on
timing, tone, and delivery to maximize effectiveness.

5. Kickstart Your Speech: Witty Openers to Engage Any Audience
Designed for speakers at all levels, this guide presents a toolkit of witty
opening lines tailored to different audiences and occasions. It emphasizes
the importance of relevance and personalization to enhance connection with
listeners. Readers will find templates and prompts to customize their own
openings.

6. Laugh Lines: Using Humor to Open Your Speech with Style
Focusing on humor as a key element, this book shows how to craft opening
lines that entertain and engage. It discusses various types of humor, from
puns to anecdotes, and how to use them effectively in speeches. The author
provides strategies to overcome fear and gain confidence in delivering witty
openings.

7. Say It Smart: Crafting Witty and Memorable Speech Openers
This practical guide breaks down the components of successful witty openings
and offers step-by-step instructions to create them. It includes examples
from different speech genres, from business to social events. Readers will
learn how to tailor their wit to suit their message and audience.

8. The Art of the Opening Line: Witty Speech Starters That Captivate
Dive into the nuances of language and timing that make witty opening lines
work. The book explores rhetorical devices and storytelling techniques that



enhance wit. With exercises and expert tips, it equips readers to start their
speeches with confidence and charm.

9. Quick Quips: Instant Witty Openers for Every Speech
Perfect for those who need on-the-spot inspiration, this book offers a
collection of ready-to-use witty opening lines categorized by theme and tone.
It also teaches how to improvise witty remarks in various speaking scenarios.
A handy resource for speakers seeking to add sparkle right from the first
sentence.
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  witty speech opening lines: When Bad Things Happen in Good Bikinis Helen Bailey,
2015-10-08 Writer Helen Bailey's world fell apart in early 2011 when she and her workaholic
husband took off on a well-earned break to Barbados and days after arriving Helen watched
helplessly from the beach as he was dragged out to sea in a rip-current and drowned. Alone and
more than three thousand miles from home, she was a wife at breakfast and a widow by lunchtime.
With her life as she knew it shattered, Helen began to chronicle living after such devastating and
shocking loss in a blog - Planet Grief - and gained a worldwide following from many who had
experienced huge loss, whether through death or divorce. And now her blog has become a book.
Anecdotal, witty, heartbreaking and utterly grounded, When Bad Things Happen to Good Bikinis
covers all the obvious struggles in the aftermath of a loss, as well as many not-so-obvious but just as
poignant everyday obstacles. Helen has emerged from her nightmare, and her story will bring wry
humour, comfort and hope to a huge number of people, whatever their circumstances.
  witty speech opening lines: Fighting Words LeRoy L. Lane, 2005-06-03 In Fighting Words,
an interesting and provocative picture of George W. Bush emerges, very different from the one often
presented in the press. Drawing on extensive research, the author brings together the man of faith,
the astute political leader, and the persuasive speaker. His treatment credits the President with
positive attributes and domestic and international accom- plishments. The book takes the view that
what we know about President Bush generally comes through the speeches that we hear him give,
beginning with his spontaneous, incisive remarks at Ground Zero. By focusing on truth as a vital sign
of viable political rhetoric, and giving a formula for producing effective persuasive speeches, the
author provides standards with which to appraise political leaders' rhetoric. An analysis of George
W's credibility as a leader uses the researched traits of competent, forward- looking, inspiring, and
honest. His intelligence is appraised on the basis of multiple intelligences theory. Highlighting
George W's transformation into an effective persuasive speaker are discussions of his two distinct
verbal styles; his rhetorical asset of humor; his dominant themes of value; and his speech delivery.
  witty speech opening lines: Public Speaking Basics Michael A. Griffin, 2015-04-03 This
textbook provides concise information, classroom exercises, homework assignments, and speeches
to enable college students to master public speaking. There is an emphasis on creating effective
thesis sentences, motivational appeals, introductions and conclusions, outlines, and supporting
information. The text includes sample speeches for each speaking assignment along with pertinent
speech evaluation forms. Chapter topics include speech anxiety, delivery, subject selection and
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audience analysis, thesis sentences, motivational appeals, organizing and outlining, introduction and
conclusion methods, supporting information, presentational aids, effective listening, Standard
American English sounds, and creating various informative, persuasive, and special occasion
speeches. A sample course syllabus is provided, as well as a test study guide. In this revised edition,
some of the chapter exercises have been revamped, some sample speech outlines updated, some of
the explanations clarified, and a new special occasion speech has been included.
  witty speech opening lines: Funny Election Moments Michael Davis, AI, 2025-03-29 Funny
Election Moments explores the often-unintentional humor found within political campaigns, from
bizarre speeches to campaign ads gone wrong. It examines why these moments occur and their
impact on elections, revealing the delicate balance politicians must strike between seriousness and
relatability. The book highlights the art of the political gaffe, the evolution of comical campaign
advertising, and how humor shapes public perception. For example, accidental insults can
sometimes humanize a candidate, while other times, they can be career-ending. Drawing from
historical archives and campaign records, the book analyzes pivotal election cycles from the 20th
century to today. It argues that these humorous moments are not trivial, but rather significant
indicators of campaign strategies and societal values. The rise of television and social media has
amplified these moments, making them even more crucial to understand. The book adopts a
chronological approach, categorizing funny moments by type and analyzing their influence on voter
behavior, media coverage, and the overall tone of campaigns, ultimately addressing the ethical
considerations of humor in politics.
  witty speech opening lines: Dick Enberg's Humorous Quotes for All Occasions Dick Enberg,
Brian Morgan, Wendy Morgan, 2000-10 Pearls of wisdom and downright funny lines are bountiful in
Dick Enberg's Humorous Quotes for All Occasions. Public speaking tops the list of things people fear
most--above fear of snakes, falling, or even death. But Dick Enberg has the antidote. With 28 general
subjects to choose from, you're bound to find just the right line to loosen your tongue and break the
ice on any occasion. As baby boomers increasingly are faced with occasion for public
speaking--graduations, weddings, retirement parties, anniversaries of all sorts--Dick Enberg's book
will no doubt become the book of choice. Laced with humorous personal anecdotes about Enberg's
own public speaking experiences throughout the years, the book is both an entertaining read and a
resource of humorous material for specific occasions. It also includes technical tips on how to
quickly and efficiently put together a successful humorous talk. Dick Enberg's Humorous Quotes for
All Occasions will pave the way toward making the speaker and his or her audience perfectly at ease
and ready for a good time.
  witty speech opening lines: Pivotal Lines in Shakespeare and Others Sidney Homan,
2023-06-29 Sidney Homan defines a pivotal line as “a moment in the script that serves as a pathway
into the larger play ... a magnet to which the rest of the play, scenes before and after, adheres.” He
offers his personal choices of such lines in five plays by Shakespeare and works by Beckett, Brecht,
Pinter, Shepard, and Stoppard. Drawing on his own experience in the theatre as actor and director
and on campus as a teacher and scholar, he pairs a Shakespearean play with one by a modern
playwright as mirrors for each other. One reviewer calls his approach “ground-breaking.” Another
observes that his “experience with the particular plays he has chosen is invaluable” since it allows us
to find “a wedge into such iconic texts.” Academics and students alike will find this volume
particularly useful in aiding their own discovery of a pivotal line or moment in the experience of
reading about, watching, or performing in a play.
  witty speech opening lines: A Survey of Human Communication Michael A. Griffin, 2015-12-14
This textbook provides a survey of the Speech and Communication Studies areas of Communication,
focusing on human communication through the transactional model of communication. Interpersonal
Communication chapters constitute the largest portion of the book, with the Public Speaking
chapters the next largest block, followed by the Intercultural and Small Group/Organizational
Communication chapters. Homework and/or classroom exercises are provided in nearly every
chapter to enable students to learn the related skills and/or reinforce their knowledge. There is a



unique money talk section in the Relationship Communication chapter, an in-depth problem-solving
exercise with sample content information in the Small Group/Organizational Communication
chapter, an overview of controversial Intercultural topics in the Intercultural Communication
chapter that can be optional reading, and a step-by-step process for learning how to write thesis
sentences in one of the Public Speaking chapters. In addition, instructions for and samples of seven
different types of speeches are provided, as well as evaluation forms, to give instructors suitable
choices.
  witty speech opening lines: Aleksandr Griboedov's Woe from Wit Mary Hobson, 2005 Seeks to
account for the disparity between Aleksander Griboedov's Woe from Wit and his other works, by
examining his plays and poems, letters and travel notes, the memoirs of his contemporaries, his
literary sources and social milieu. Positive and negative influences are discussed.
  witty speech opening lines: Average Joe to Speaking Pro Bill Haubrich, Chris Peters,
2012-08-18 Weddings. Banquets. Celebrations. Workshops. Funerals. Chances are, you will be called
to speak in public! Average Joe to Speaking Pro supplies the tools to make you a more relaxed,
effective, and commanding public speaker. You will find yourself keeping this book handy and
dipping into it when you are preparing your next presentation.
  witty speech opening lines: The Political Speechwriter′s Companion Robert A. Lehrman,
Eric Schnure, 2019-07-17 Can you really learn to write speeches? The Political Speechwriter′s
Companion guides students through a systematic LAWS approach (language, anecdote, wit, and
support) that politicians can use to persuade their audiences into taking action. In the highly
anticipated Second Edition, esteemed speechwriter and author Robert A. Lehrman has teamed up
with one of the go-to-guys for political humor, Eric Schnure, to offer students an entertaining yet
practical introduction to political speechwriting. This how-to guide explains how speakers can
deliver: language the audience will understand and remember, anecdotes that make listeners laugh
and cry, wit that pokes fun at opponents but also shows their own lighter side, and support in the
way of statistics, examples, and testimony. Packed with annotated speeches from the most recent
elections, technology tips, and interviews from speechwriting luminaries, this edition offers the most
practical advice and strategies for a career in political communication.
  witty speech opening lines: Catullus Through his Books John Kyrin Schafer, 2020-03-19 A
new, holistic reading of Catullus emerges from convincing solutions to centuries-old problems
concerning the nature of his surviving text.
  witty speech opening lines: The Review of Reviews Albert Shaw, 1895
  witty speech opening lines: American Monthly Review of Reviews Albert Shaw, 1895
  witty speech opening lines: Yannai on Genesis Laura S. Lieber, 2010-09-15 Piyyut is the art
of Hebrew or Aramaic poetry composed either in place of or as adornments to Jewish statutory
prayers. Laura S. Lieber uses the piyyutim of a single poet, Yannai (ca. sixth century C.E.), to
introduce readers to this important but largely unfamiliar body of writings. Yannai, the first Hebrew
poet to sign his name to his works (by means of an acrostic), influenced Hebrew sacred poetry for
centuries beyond his lifespan. He was the first to consistently use true end rhyme, and he was
among the first to have written for the weekly service and festivals rather than just particular
holidays. As literary works, his poems are as dazzling as they are complex, rich with sound and play,
allusion and linguistic beauty. Lieber presents the Hebrew texts of Yannai's 31 extant piyyutim
which embellish the Book of Genesis. She translates, annotates, and analyzes these complex poems,
which display the poet's transformative treatments of some of the most familiar biblical narratives.
She contextualizes these poems and teaches readers how to read and appreciate piyyut by studying
Yannai's poetic language and the formal structures of the poems; his exegetical, cultural, and
societal importance; and intriguing motifs in Yannai's worldview such as mysticism, holiness,
Jewish-Christian relations, and the role of women. Lieber's groundbreaking study is an invitation to
those with interests in areas such as liturgical studies, rabbinic literature and targum studies, the
early synagogue and its art, Byzantine Christian culture and society, and the history of biblical
interpretation to engage with these beautiful and neglected texts and include them in larger



intellectual conversations.
  witty speech opening lines: Commentary on Shakespeare's Richard III Wolfgang Clemen,
2013-10-11 First published in 1968. Providing a detailed and rigorous analysis of Richard III, this
Commentary reveals every nuance of meaning whilst maintaining a firm grasp on the structure of
the play. The result is an outstanding lesson in the methodology of Shakespearian criticism as well
as an essential study for students of the early plays of Shakespeare.
  witty speech opening lines: Thomas Middleton and Early Modern Textual Culture Gary Taylor,
John Lavagnino, 2007-11-22 Thomas Middleton and Early Modern Textual Culture is not only a
companion to The Collected Works of Thomas Middleton, which every scholar of Renaissance
literature will find indispensable. It is also essential reading for anyone interested in the history of
the book in early modern Europe. The book is divided into two parts. The first part, on 'The Culture',
situates Middleton within an historical and theoretical overview of early modern textual production,
reproduction, circulation, and reception. An introductory essay by Gary Taylor ('The Order of
Persons') surveys lists of persons written by or connected to Middleton, using the complex
relationship between textual and social orders to trace the evolution of textual culture in England
during the 'Middleton century' (1580-1679). Ten original essays then focus on Middleton's
connections to different aspects of textual culture in that century: authorship (by MacD. P. Jackson),
manuscripts (Harold Love), legal texts (Edward Geiskes), censorship (Richard Burt), printing (Adrian
Weiss), visual texts (John Astington), music (Andrew Sabol), stationers and living authors (Cyndia
Clegg), posthumous publishing (Maureen Bell), and early readers (John Jowett). The second part,
'The Texts', supplies the documentation for claims made in the first part. This includes detailed
evidence for the canon and chronology of Middleton's works in all genres, greatly extending
previous scholarship, and using the latest corpus-based attribution techniques. A full editorial
apparatus is supplied for each item in The Collected Works: an Introduction, which summarizes and
extends previous scholarship, is followed by textual notes, recording substantive departures from
the control-text, variants between early texts, press-variants, discussions of emendations, and (for
plays) an exact transcription of all original stage directions. Cross-references make it easy to move
between the two volumes. This authoritative account of the early texts includes some extraordinarily
complicated cases, which have never before been systematically collated: 'Hence, all you vain
delights' (the most popular song lyric from the Renaissance stage), The Two Gates of Salvation, The
Peacemaker, and A Game at Chess (the most complex editorial problem in early modern drama, with
eight extant texts and numerous reports of the early performances).
  witty speech opening lines: The Comedy of Errors William Shakespeare, 2016-12-15
Shakespeare's dextrous comedy of two twin masters and two twin servants continually mistaken for
one another is both farce and more than farce. The Comedy of Errors examines the interplay
between personal and commercial relationships, and the breakdown of social order that follows the
disruption of identity. As well as detailed on-page commentary notes, this new edition has a long,
illustrated introduction exploring the play's performance and crtitical history, as well as its place in
the comic tradition from Classical to modern times.
  witty speech opening lines: Approaches to Teaching Austen's Mansfield Park Marcia
McClintock Folsom, John Wiltshire, 2014-10-01 There were no reviews of Mansfield Park when it
first appeared in 1814. Austen's reputation grew in the Victorian period, but it was only in the
twentieth century that formal and sustained criticism began of this work, which addresses the
controversies of its time more than Austen's earlier novels did. Lionel Trilling praised Mansfield Park
for exploring the difficult moral life of modernity; Edward Said brought postcolonial theory to the
study of the novel; and twenty-first-century critics scrutinize these and other approaches to build on
and go beyond them. This volume is the third in the MLA Approaches series to deal with Austen's
work (Pride and Prejudice and Emma were the subject of the first and second volumes on Austen,
respectively). It provides information about editions, film adaptations, and digital resources, and
then nineteen essays discuss various aspects of Mansfield Park, including the slave trade, the theme
of reading, elements of tragedy, gift theory, landscape design, moral improvement in the spirit of



Samuel Johnson and of the Reformation, sibling relations, card playing, and interpretations of Fanny
Price, the heroine, not as passive but as having some control.
  witty speech opening lines: Sophocles: Electra Sophocles, 2007-08-09 Full-scale 2007
commentary on a revised Greek text, with original metrical analyses of the lyrical sections.
  witty speech opening lines: On the Comic and Laughter Vladimir Propp, 2009-11-07 An
extensive investigation of the forms and functions of the comic, this lively and engaging English
critical edition will be welcomed by those interested in laughter, comedy, folklore, Russian
literature, and specific authors such as Gogol, Pushkin, Chekhov, Rabelais, Molière, and
Shakespeare. The direct, humorous, and provocative style of this work, which tackles the subject of
humour with a vast array of vivid examples encountered on every page, will certainly appeal to the
contemporary reader. Vladimir Propp takes various forms of laughter in literature and real life and
addresses questions such as the comic of similarity, the comic of difference, parody, duping,
incongruity, lying, ritual laughter, and carnival laughter. The author of the widely acclaimed
Morphology of the Folktale has written an original, comprehensive, and exciting study on how
humour works, and on everything you wanted to know about the genre, in a clear, approachable, and
insightful manner.
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