wisconsin professional engineer continuing
education requirements

wisconsin professional engineer continuing education requirements are essential for
maintaining licensure and ensuring that engineers stay current with evolving industry standards,
technologies, and ethical practices. In Wisconsin, licensed professional engineers must fulfill specific
continuing education mandates to renew their licenses every two years. These requirements are
designed to uphold public safety, promote professional development, and ensure that engineers
continue to provide competent services throughout their careers. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the continuing education obligations for professional engineers in
Wisconsin, including the number of required hours, acceptable course formats, reporting
procedures, and exemptions. Understanding these regulations helps engineers comply fully with
state laws and enhances their professional expertise. The following sections will delve into the
details of the Wisconsin professional engineer continuing education requirements, offering clarity
for both new and experienced license holders.
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Overview of Wisconsin Professional Engineer
Continuing Education Requirements

The Wisconsin professional engineer continuing education requirements are established by the
Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services (DSPS). These regulations ensure that
licensed engineers engage in ongoing learning and professional development to maintain their
competence and adhere to ethical standards. Continuing education serves as a mechanism for
engineers to keep abreast of technological advances, regulatory updates, and best practices in
engineering disciplines. The requirements apply to all licensed professional engineers who seek
license renewal and are mandatory for maintaining active licensure status in Wisconsin.

Purpose and Importance

The primary purpose of continuing education for professional engineers in Wisconsin is to protect



public health, safety, and welfare by ensuring that practitioners remain knowledgeable and skilled.
This ongoing education supports lifelong learning and encourages engineers to integrate new
knowledge into their professional work. Compliance with continuing education requirements
promotes accountability and professionalism within the engineering community.

Governing Authority

The Wisconsin DSPS oversees the continuing education program for professional engineers. The
agency sets forth the rules, evaluates course approvals, audits compliance, and enforces disciplinary
actions for non-compliance. Professional engineers must adhere to the guidelines established by the
DSPS to avoid penalties and license suspension.

Continuing Education Credit Requirements

Wisconsin professional engineers are required to complete a specified number of continuing
education credits during each renewal cycle. These credits quantify the time and effort dedicated to
professional development activities recognized by the state board.

Number of Required Hours

Licensed professional engineers in Wisconsin must complete a minimum of 30 professional
development hours (PDHs) every two years. These PDHs represent actual hours spent in approved
continuing education activities relevant to the engineering profession. The requirement encourages
consistent involvement in educational opportunities that enhance technical skills and knowledge.

Renewal Cycle and Deadlines

The license renewal period for professional engineers in Wisconsin is biennial. License holders must
submit proof of completed continuing education credits when applying for renewal. The deadline for
submission aligns with the license expiration date, and failure to meet this deadline may result in
penalties or license suspension.

Approved Continuing Education Activities

Not all educational activities qualify toward Wisconsin professional engineer continuing education
requirements. The DSPS specifies acceptable courses, seminars, and learning formats that count
toward the PDH total.

Types of Acceptable Activities

Activities that typically qualify include:



Formal courses offered by accredited institutions or professional organizations

Technical seminars and workshops related to engineering practice

Self-study programs and online courses with verifiable content

Presentation or instruction of engineering topics (with some limits)

Participation in professional engineering conferences

e Engineering-related research and publication efforts

Each activity must be relevant to the professional practice of engineering and promote the
engineer’s knowledge and competence.

Restrictions and Limitations

The DSPS restricts the number of PDHs that can be earned through certain activities, such as
teaching or self-study, to ensure balanced learning. Additionally, courses must be free of commercial
bias and focused on technical content rather than marketing or sales.

Reporting and Documentation Procedures

Proper documentation and reporting are critical components of compliance with the Wisconsin
professional engineer continuing education requirements. Engineers must maintain accurate records
of their completed PDHs and submit proof when renewing their licenses.

Recordkeeping Requirements

Licensees must keep detailed records of all continuing education activities, including certificates of
completion, agendas, attendance logs, and descriptions of the content. These records should be
retained for at least four years following the renewal period in which the credits were claimed.

Submission Process

When renewing a professional engineer license, the DSPS requires submission of a completed
renewal application along with attestation of compliance with continuing education requirements.
The agency may request supporting documentation during random audits to verify the legitimacy of
reported PDHs.

Exemptions and Special Considerations

Some licensed professional engineers may qualify for exemptions or modifications to the continuing



education requirements based on specific circumstances. Understanding these provisions is crucial
for compliance and planning.

Exemptions for New Licensees

Engineers who obtain their initial license within a renewal cycle may be exempt from continuing
education requirements for that period. This exemption acknowledges the recent completion of
education and examination prerequisites prior to licensure.

Military Service and Hardship

Licensees called to active military duty or facing significant hardship may apply for a temporary
exemption or extension to fulfill continuing education obligations. Appropriate documentation must
be submitted to the DSPS to support such requests.

Compliance and Enforcement

Compliance with Wisconsin professional engineer continuing education requirements is mandatory,
and failure to meet these obligations can result in disciplinary actions, including fines, license
suspension, or revocation.

Audit Procedures

The DSPS conducts random audits of professional engineers’ continuing education records to ensure
adherence to state requirements. Selected licensees must provide documentation verifying
completed PDHs within a specified time frame.

Penalties for Non-Compliance

Consequences of non-compliance may include:

e Denial of license renewal
e Monetary fines
¢ License suspension or revocation

e Requirement to complete additional education hours

Maintaining compliance safeguards professional standing and legal authorization to practice
engineering in Wisconsin.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the continuing education requirements for
professional engineers in Wisconsin?

Professional engineers in Wisconsin are required to complete 30 professional development hours
(PDHs) during each two-year renewal period to maintain their license.

How often do Wisconsin professional engineers need to renew
their licenses?

Licenses for professional engineers in Wisconsin must be renewed every two years.

What types of activities qualify as continuing education for
Wisconsin professional engineers?

Qualifying activities include attending seminars, workshops, technical courses, conferences,
webinars, and completing college or university courses related to engineering.

Are there specific subjects that Wisconsin professional
engineers must study for continuing education?

While there are no mandated specific subjects, the continuing education must be relevant to the
practice of professional engineering.

Can self-study count towards continuing education hours for
Wisconsin PEs?

Yes, self-study activities such as reading technical materials or completing online courses can count
towards continuing education hours if they are verifiable and relevant.

Is there a limit to how many continuing education hours can
be earned through self-study in Wisconsin?

Wisconsin does not specify a limit on self-study hours, but engineers should ensure all activities
meet the board's criteria for PDHs.

What records should Wisconsin professional engineers keep
for continuing education compliance?

Engineers should keep certificates of completion, transcripts, attendance records, and any other
documentation that verifies their continuing education activities for at least four years.



What happens if a professional engineer in Wisconsin fails to
meet continuing education requirements?

Failure to meet the continuing education requirements may result in license suspension or denial of
renewal until the requirements are fulfilled.

Additional Resources

1. Wisconsin Professional Engineer Licensing and Continuing Education Guide

This comprehensive guide covers the licensing requirements and continuing education (CE)
standards for professional engineers in Wisconsin. It explains the state's specific rules for
maintaining licensure, including the number of CE hours needed, acceptable course topics, and
reporting procedures. Ideal for both new and experienced engineers, it helps ensure compliance
with the Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services (DSPS).

2. Continuing Education for Engineers: A Wisconsin Perspective

Focusing on the importance of lifelong learning, this book outlines the continuing education
requirements that Wisconsin professional engineers must fulfill. It includes tips on selecting
approved courses, documenting credits, and avoiding common pitfalls in license renewal. The book
also discusses the benefits of CE in advancing technical knowledge and professional development.

3. State-Specific Professional Engineer CE Compliance: Wisconsin Edition

This title provides a detailed overview of Wisconsin’s continuing education compliance rules for
professional engineers. It offers step-by-step instructions on how to track, report, and renew CE
credits in accordance with state regulations. Case studies and sample forms help engineers navigate
the administrative aspects of licensure renewal smoothly.

4. Ethics and Professional Responsibility in Wisconsin Engineering CE

Specializing in the ethics component of continuing education, this book explores the ethical
standards required by Wisconsin’s professional engineer board. It explains how ethics courses fit
into the CE requirements and highlights real-world scenarios where ethical decision-making is
crucial. The book serves as a valuable resource for engineers aiming to uphold professional
integrity.

5. Engineering Continuing Education Handbook for Wisconsin Professionals

This handbook serves as a practical tool for Wisconsin engineers to manage their continuing
education activities efficiently. It includes planners, checklists, and summaries of approved
educational providers. The book also addresses frequently asked questions and provides updates on
legislative changes affecting CE requirements.

6. Technical Topics and Courses for Wisconsin PE Continuing Education

Focusing on the technical content required for CE, this book catalogs recommended courses and
seminars that meet Wisconsin'’s licensing board standards. It covers a variety of engineering
disciplines and emphasizes emerging technologies and best practices. Engineers can use this
resource to identify relevant learning opportunities that enhance both compliance and expertise.

7. Professional Engineer License Renewal in Wisconsin: A Step-by-Step Guide
This guide simplifies the renewal process for Wisconsin professional engineers by detailing each
requirement, including continuing education hours, fees, and deadlines. It provides strategies for



timely completion of CE credits and tips to avoid penalties or license suspension. The book is a must-
have for maintaining uninterrupted professional practice.

8. Online and In-Person Continuing Education Options for Wisconsin Engineers

Highlighting the flexibility of learning formats, this book reviews various online and classroom-based
CE programs approved by Wisconsin authorities. It compares the advantages of different delivery
methods and offers recommendations for balancing work schedules with education requirements.
This resource helps engineers choose the most convenient and effective CE options.

9. Updates and Changes in Wisconsin PE Continuing Education Regulations

Keeping engineers informed about the latest regulatory developments, this book tracks amendments
and policy shifts in Wisconsin’s PE continuing education framework. It explains the implications of
new rules and provides guidance on adapting CE plans accordingly. Regularly updated, this resource
is essential for staying current with state licensure mandates.
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