
why do physical therapists hate
chiropractors

why do physical therapists hate chiropractors is a question that arises
frequently within the healthcare community, particularly among professionals
involved in musculoskeletal care. The relationship between physical
therapists and chiropractors is complex and sometimes fraught with
misunderstanding, professional rivalry, and differing philosophies of
treatment. This article explores the reasons behind the tension, examining
differences in education, treatment methodologies, patient care approaches,
and professional ethics. Understanding these factors helps clarify the source
of discord and sheds light on how collaborative care might improve patient
outcomes. The discussion will cover historical context, clinical practices,
evidence-based medicine perspectives, and the impact on patient trust and
safety.

Historical and Educational Differences

Treatment Approaches and Philosophical Conflicts

Evidence-Based Practice and Scientific Scrutiny

Professional Ethics and Patient Care

Impact on Patient Outcomes and Healthcare Collaboration

Historical and Educational Differences
The foundational differences between physical therapists and chiropractors
begin with their educational backgrounds and historical development as
professions. Physical therapy emerged from rehabilitation medicine with a
strong emphasis on anatomy, physiology, and evidence-based practices. In
contrast, chiropractic care originated in the late 19th century with a focus
on spinal manipulation and the belief in the body's innate ability to heal
itself through adjustments.

Training and Certification
Physical therapists typically complete a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT)
degree, which involves extensive training in musculoskeletal anatomy,
neurology, biomechanics, and rehabilitative techniques. Their education is
heavily grounded in scientific research and clinical practice guidelines.
Chiropractors earn a Doctor of Chiropractic (DC) degree, which includes



studies in anatomy and spinal manipulation but often incorporates non-
conventional theories such as vertebral subluxation as a cause of disease.
This divergence in training contributes to differing treatment philosophies
and skepticism toward each other's methods.

Historical Rivalry
The origins of chiropractic care were marked by contentious relations with
mainstream medicine and physical therapy. Chiropractors historically
positioned themselves as alternative healers, sometimes leading to
competition for patients and professional recognition. This rivalry has
persisted, fostering a sense of mistrust and professional defensiveness that
continues to influence interactions today.

Treatment Approaches and Philosophical
Conflicts
One of the primary reasons why do physical therapists hate chiropractors
relates to their contrasting treatment approaches and underlying
philosophies. Physical therapy emphasizes restoring function through
exercise, manual therapy, education, and modalities based on biomechanical
principles and patient-specific rehabilitation plans.

Manual Therapy vs. Spinal Manipulation
While both professions utilize manual techniques, chiropractors focus
predominantly on spinal manipulation or adjustments aimed at correcting
perceived misalignments. Physical therapists use manual therapy as one
component of a comprehensive treatment program, integrating it with
strengthening, stretching, and functional training. The chiropractor’s
reliance on spinal manipulation alone is often criticized by physical
therapists as overly simplistic and lacking sufficient evidence for certain
conditions.

Holistic vs. Mechanistic Views
Chiropractic care often adopts a holistic view, sometimes incorporating
wellness and lifestyle counseling, and emphasizing the nervous system's role
in health. Physical therapists, although holistic in their patient-centered
approach, prioritize biomechanical correction and functional improvement.
These differing worldviews can lead to professional disagreements over
treatment goals and methods.



Evidence-Based Practice and Scientific Scrutiny
Another significant factor in the tension between physical therapists and
chiropractors is the emphasis on evidence-based practice. Physical therapy is
widely recognized for its commitment to scientific research and adherence to
clinical guidelines. Chiropractors, however, face criticism for some
practices that lack robust scientific validation.

Research and Clinical Guidelines
Physical therapists rely heavily on peer-reviewed research to guide treatment
decisions, ensuring interventions are supported by clinical evidence. Many
physical therapy organizations promote continuous education and integration
of new scientific findings. In contrast, chiropractic practices vary widely;
some practitioners adhere to evidence-based protocols, while others maintain
traditional methods that have been questioned by the scientific community.

Controversial Practices
Physical therapists often express concern about chiropractic techniques that
are not supported by strong evidence, such as the treatment of non-
musculoskeletal conditions through spinal manipulation. This skepticism is
rooted in patient safety considerations and the desire to provide effective,
scientifically validated care.

Professional Ethics and Patient Care
Professional ethics and standards of patient care are critical areas where
conflicts arise between physical therapists and chiropractors. Issues related
to scope of practice, patient referrals, and treatment transparency
contribute to professional tensions.

Scope of Practice Disputes
Physical therapists sometimes view chiropractors as overstepping their scope,
particularly when chiropractic care is promoted as a cure-all solution.
Conversely, chiropractors may feel that their role is misunderstood or
undervalued by the physical therapy community. This lack of clarity and
mutual recognition can lead to friction.

Patient Communication and Transparency
Ethical concerns also arise regarding how each profession communicates with
patients about treatment options, risks, and expected outcomes. Physical



therapists advocate for informed consent based on realistic expectations and
evidence. Disagreements occur when chiropractic care is perceived to promise
unrealistic results or to delay more appropriate interventions.

Impact on Patient Outcomes and Healthcare
Collaboration
Ultimately, the discord between physical therapists and chiropractors affects
patient care and the broader healthcare system. Understanding the reasons
behind why do physical therapists hate chiropractors can inform efforts to
improve collaboration and patient outcomes.

Challenges in Interprofessional Collaboration
Professional rivalry and differing philosophies can hinder effective
communication and referrals between physical therapists and chiropractors.
This fragmentation can lead to inconsistent care, patient confusion, and
suboptimal treatment outcomes.

Opportunities for Integrated Care
Despite conflicts, there are opportunities for collaboration that leverage
the strengths of both professions. Combining physical therapy’s evidence-
based rehabilitation with chiropractic spinal adjustments may benefit certain
patient populations when coordinated properly. Promoting mutual respect and
understanding can foster integrated approaches that prioritize patient-
centered care.

Recognize and respect differing educational backgrounds

Focus on evidence-based treatments and clinical guidelines

Enhance communication and referral networks

Prioritize patient safety and informed consent

Encourage collaborative care models for musculoskeletal conditions

Frequently Asked Questions



Why is there tension between physical therapists and
chiropractors?
The tension often arises from differences in treatment philosophies,
professional boundaries, and competition for patients, as both professions
aim to address musculoskeletal issues but use different approaches.

Do physical therapists hate chiropractors
professionally or personally?
Most physical therapists do not hate chiropractors personally; however,
professional disagreements and skepticism about certain chiropractic
practices can create friction between the two groups.

Are physical therapists concerned about the safety
of chiropractic treatments?
Some physical therapists express concerns about the safety and efficacy of
certain chiropractic techniques, especially spinal manipulations, due to
risks of injury if not performed correctly.

How do physical therapists view the scientific basis
of chiropractic care?
Many physical therapists prefer evidence-based practices and may view some
chiropractic methods as lacking sufficient scientific support, leading to
professional criticism.

Is the dislike based on competition for patients?
Yes, competition for patients can contribute to the strained relationship, as
both physical therapists and chiropractors often treat similar conditions,
leading to overlapping scopes of practice.

Do differences in education contribute to the
conflict?
Differences in educational training and clinical emphasis can contribute to
misunderstandings and skepticism between physical therapists and
chiropractors.

How do chiropractic adjustments differ from physical
therapy treatments?
Chiropractic adjustments primarily focus on spinal manipulation to restore
alignment, while physical therapy uses exercises, manual therapy, and
modalities to improve movement and function.



Can collaboration between physical therapists and
chiropractors benefit patients?
Yes, when physical therapists and chiropractors collaborate and respect each
other’s expertise, patients can receive comprehensive care that addresses
various aspects of musculoskeletal health.

What steps can improve the relationship between
physical therapists and chiropractors?
Improving communication, increasing mutual understanding of each profession’s
scope and evidence-based practices, and focusing on patient-centered care can
help reduce animosity and foster collaboration.

Additional Resources
1. Physical Therapy vs. Chiropractic: Understanding the Professional Divide
This book explores the historical and professional tensions between physical
therapists and chiropractors. It delves into differences in education,
treatment philosophies, and patient care approaches. Readers will gain
insight into why misunderstandings and rivalries have developed between these
two healthcare fields.

2. When Hands Collide: The Conflict Between Physical Therapy and Chiropractic
Care
Examining the overlapping scopes of practice, this book discusses how
physical therapists and chiropractors often compete for patients. It
highlights the clinical and ethical disagreements that fuel animosity. The
author presents case studies illustrating how both professions can sometimes
misunderstand each other’s methods.

3. Bridging the Gap: Collaboration Challenges Between Physical Therapists and
Chiropractors
Focusing on the potential for cooperation, this book investigates why
collaboration can be difficult despite shared goals of patient recovery. It
discusses professional biases, communication barriers, and regulatory
hurdles. Practical strategies for fostering mutual respect and teamwork are
also provided.

4. Behind the Scenes: The Professional Politics of Physical Therapy and
Chiropractic
This title uncovers the political and economic factors that contribute to
friction between physical therapists and chiropractors. It covers lobbying
efforts, insurance reimbursement conflicts, and professional accreditation
issues. Readers will understand how external pressures exacerbate personal
and professional disagreements.

5. The Battle for Back Pain: Physical Therapy and Chiropractic Perspectives



Focusing specifically on back pain treatment, this book contrasts the
diagnostic and therapeutic approaches of physical therapists and
chiropractors. It analyzes scientific evidence supporting each method and
discusses why practitioners may distrust one another’s techniques. The book
encourages evidence-based dialogue for patient benefit.

6. Professional Turf Wars: Why Physical Therapists and Chiropractors Clash
This book details the origins of professional rivalries and how they manifest
in clinical practice and healthcare policy. It explains how differences in
philosophy, training, and patient interaction styles contribute to
misunderstandings. The author also addresses how these conflicts impact
patient care and outcomes.

7. Beyond the Stereotypes: Debunking Myths About Physical Therapists and
Chiropractors
By addressing common misconceptions each group holds about the other, this
book aims to reduce prejudice and promote empathy. It highlights positive
examples of cross-disciplinary respect and cooperation. The reader is
encouraged to rethink biases and appreciate the unique contributions of both
professions.

8. Chiropractic vs. Physical Therapy: A Clash of Paradigms
This book analyzes the fundamental philosophical differences between
chiropractic and physical therapy practices. It explains how these paradigms
influence treatment choices and patient communication. The author discusses
how understanding these differences can lead to better interprofessional
relationships.

9. Healing Hands or Hurdles? Navigating the Tensions Between Physical
Therapists and Chiropractors
Focusing on patient-centered care, this book explores how professional
tensions sometimes hinder optimal treatment. It offers insights into
improving dialogue and cooperation to enhance patient outcomes. The book is a
call for unity and understanding in musculoskeletal healthcare.
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now hell-bent on making radical changes in this disastrous health care system he helped to create 30
years ago. This book is an insider's look at the sequence of events and decisions that led to the
demise of our health care system. This book is designed to educate you to:
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: The Back Pain Chronicles Paul Parsons,
2005-01-01 The Back Pain Chronilces is a back pain sufferer's guide to pain-free living. Included in
the book is a common sense explaination for why it is so many people are plagued with back pain as
well as a number of steps that people can take to chase pain out of their lives.
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: Popular Mechanics , 1994-05 Popular
Mechanics inspires, instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world.
Whether it’s practical DIY home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on
the newest cars or the latest breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech
lifestyle.
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: WHOLE Melissa Moore, Michele
Matrisciani, 2016-09-13 A five-point plan to usher you through heartache and toward a stronger,
healthier place. “I know how to kill someone and get away with it.” The words spoken by her father
when Melissa was a teen haunt her to this day. Two years later, after confessing that he was the
serial killer nationally known as the Happy Face Killer, Keith Jesperson was arrested for the murder
of eight women. The pain, guilt, and shame that followed her father’s conviction stigmatized Melissa
for years until she figured out a way to use her emotions as fuel to free herself from self-imposed
limits and set out on a journey to rebuild her fragmented life. Through her work as an
Emmy-nominated investigative journalist, television host, educator, and advocate, Melissa created
WHOLE, a five-step program to better develop her own approach to healing: Watch the Storm, Heal
Your Heart, Open Your Mind, Leverage Your Power, and Elevate Your Spirit. Among other things,
she found that the commitment to your core values makes all the difference in getting unstuck; that
forgiveness gives the greatest chance of making a future not defined by the past; that there is great
value in vulnerability; that creativity is essential to living a full life; and that hope is the basis for
everything we feel, believe, and do. In each phase of the program, Melissa inspires you to embrace
your past to find wholeness within the parts of your life that you believe to be “broken.” If you are
stuck in the rut of a painful experience—whether depression, trauma, pain, fear, addiction, or
guilt—you will find comfort in this book’s advice, self-evaluation, and action plans. WHOLE is a
powerful journey of recovery and awakening that reframes the pain experience so it can be used as a
way to invite understanding, growth, and transformation into your life.
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: Beyond Training Ben Greenfield, 2014
Ironically, many people who appear to be fit and healthy on the outside struggle with health and
lifestyle issues like insomnia, gas, bloating, low libido, aging too fast, injuries, performance plateaus,
brain fog, and a basic lack of time for career, family, and friends. So this book supplies a
step-by-step, done-for-you guide to eliminating all these issues, helping you get the most out of life
while still achieving amazing feats of physical performance.
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: House Legislative Record of the ...
Legislature of the State of Maine Maine. Legislature, 1992
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: The 60 Second Sale David V. Lorenzo,
2018-07-18 Every sale is made or lost in 60 seconds—make them count Cold calling and pushing
your way into an office or a living room creates an atmosphere of adversity and distrust you must
overcome before you close the deal. With those tired tactics, you’re swimming upstream, against a
strong current, with a bag of rocks tied to your waist. Sales has changed. Legacy sales gimmicks
destroy relationships right from the first minute. The 60 Second Sale is a turnkey system for building
profitable, lifelong relationships. Whether you work with affluent consumers or sell to senior
executives in FORTUNE 500 companies, this step-by-step guide will help you open doors, close
deals, and make more money in a way that leverages your natural strengths. That’s the magnificence
of the 60 second sale system. You get to be yourself and build your business. In this book you will
discover: How to start a sales conversation in 60 seconds Who to target for immediate income A



powerful yet easy-to-use system to generate relationship revenue Five ways to initiate new
relationships What to say to make sure your business meetings result in money in the bank The
secret to getting a “yes” every time, even in the most competitive sales environment The winning
mindset that removes the stress, uncertainty, and fear from income generation And so many other
effective business growth strategies, your competition won’t know what hit them Business
relationships are built one minute at a time. From introduction to closing, every 60 seconds you have
an opportunity to strengthen your relationship or destroy it. Isn’t it time you started leveraging your
expertise, demonstrating your value, and building trust with your clients? When you do, they buy
into who you are and how you can help them – right from the first minute. The 60 Second Sale is a
fail-proof system for succeeding in today’s relationship-focused sales environment.
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: Directory of Licensed Chiropractors, Doctors
of Medicine, Doctors of Osteopathy, Optometrists, Podiatrists, and Registered Physical Therapists ,
1982
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: The New Yorker Harold Wallace Ross,
William Shawn, Tina Brown, David Remnick, Katharine Sergeant Angell White, Rea Irvin, Roger
Angell, 1993-05
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: BNA's Health Care Policy Report , 1997
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: The Highly Intelligent Body Ben Dorfman,
2023-02-24 Have you ever felt a strong sense of knowing in your body when you entered an
environment or met a new person? A body sense that you knew to be true? How were you able to
feel this? And where did this information come from? In The Highly Intelligent Body, Ben Dorfman,
acupuncturist and life coach, takes the reader through an in-depth look at the amazing intelligence
and energetic sensitivities of the human body. In this book you will learn: · How the body uses
thoughts, feelings, and body sensations to communicate information to you. · How highly attuned
your body is to the emotional and energetic information that is all around you. · How your body is
attuned to your true-life path, helping you become the healthiest version of yourself. · How to listen
to your body as a guide for physical and emotional healing.
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: Linda Page's Healthy Healing Linda G.
Rector-Page, 2000 A guide which offers advice on healthy living including diet, nutrition, hygiene,
health care, and fitness.
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: General Laws of Rhode Island, 1956 Rhode
Island, 1957
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: Iowa Code Annotated Iowa, 1949
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: Turning Point Glenn Plaskin, 1992 Based
on the nationally-syndicated column by Glenn Plaskin, this inspirational book reveals how more than
100 celebrities have overcome the critical problems that affect us all. In crisply succinct,
no-holds-barred confessions, the famous and infamous reveal the moments that changed their lives
forever. Illustrated with photos throughout, many rare.
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: Parliamentary Debates (Hansard). Great
Britain. Parliament. House of Commons, 1999
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: Saints or Quacks? Norman Ross, B.S. D.C.,
2021-03-08 In your hands you hold what could very well change the future not only for you but your
family, community, and beyond. It is a book that explains the amazing world of chiropractic along
with exposing some of its darker side. If you have contemplated utilizing chiropractic for your health
care, this is a must read. If you know nothing about the profession, by all means pick this up. If you
believe chiropractic is a sham or hoax, please read this book. If you have been disgruntled with a
chiropractor or chiropractor's care, you will want to peruse this book. If you are one of the ten
million people who utilize chiropractic care, you must read this to reinforce your confidence and love
for the profession.I wrote this book for chiropractors, their patients, and the public who may be
considering chiropractic care. Saints or Quacks is a guide to inform about the successes along with
the pitfalls that may be encountered when dealing with the chiropractic profession.Come with me on



a journey that could unlock an improved world for you and those around you.
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: How to Adjust Yourself and Avoid Seeing
a Chiropractor Staten Medsker, 2020-05-23 How to adjust yourself and avoid seeing a chiropractor
shows how you can learn to work with your own body and improve your physical health without
relying on other professionals to do the work for you. What if a few new yoga positions could
improve your personal health? What if you practiced these techniques every day without spending
more time in your busy life? What if you could improve your health and function of your body
creating a higher happiness in all your endeavors? Imagine waking up in the morning feeling well
rested, out of pain and ready to take on the day! Dr. Staten Medsker, Jr, in his first book, covers
multiple ways to improve your physical well being in just a few short-proven techniques. Here are a
few things that you will get out of How to Adjust Yourself and Avoid Seeing a Chiropractor: In this
book, you'll discover how: To get comfortable working on your own children The truths about
popping your joints Bones and joints function under stress and gravity To maintain proper body
postures especially in this electronic age There became a separation between Medicine and
Chiropractic Dentistry and Chiropractic are the same To work with your body using the appropriate
stretches, the most efficient exercises and traction to correct imbalances To self-adjust your neck,
mid back and lower back To find the best physical therapist, osteopath or chiropractor for you
BONUS: You will learn all my trade secrets that have been proven over 30 years of the proper way to
work with your own body including specific self-adjusting techniques. Buy this book NOW to
increase your overall personal physical and mental health! Pick up your copy today by clicking the
BUY NOW button at the top of this page! Be sure to like Dr. Medsker's pages on Facebook at:
ROCKnDOC (Official Fan Page) & DrStaten C Medsker Jr.
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: More Battles Among Licensed
Occupations Edward Timmons, 2018 Primary-care physicians, chiropractors, and physical
therapists (PTs) may all potentially treat patients experiencing back and neck painᔚ $300 billion
market. In this paper, we examine how state-level changes in chiropractic scope of practice and PT
direct access to patients influence the wages, hours worked, and employment of each practitioner.
Our results suggest that expansions in chiropractic scope of practice are associated with an increase
in average chiropractor wages and a slight reduction in the average hours chiropractors work per
week. We find little evidence that PT direct access has affected the labor market for any of the three
studied practitioners.
  why do physical therapists hate chiropractors: Chiropractic Medicine Robert Hartmann
McNamara, 2018-11-27 From its very beginning, chiropractic medicine has faced challenges about
the scientific validity of the treatment and the credibility of its practitioners. Since those early years,
many of these criticisms have remained, but legislation, licensure, and litigation have created an
environment where chiropractic care is allowed in all 50 states, and licenses are required of all
chiropractors who wish to practice medicine. The implementation of the Affordable Care Act has
changed the way insurance companies provide reimbursement for services by medical providers.
With a greater emphasis on administratively documenting how and in what ways a particular form of
treatment actually improves a patient’s health, coupled with a greater level of restriction on the
types of services medical providers can offer without justification and authorization, many medical
providers, including chiropractors, have had to re-examine the services they provide and how they
operate. This study attempts to explore the life of chiropractors in light of all the historical and
current changes taking place within the medical profession. It also seeks to understand the external
and internal threats posed to chiropractors, with an eye towards understanding how and in what
ways the future of medicine will impact the chiropractic profession. Despite the projected growth of
job opportunities for chiropractors between 2014 and 2024, which, according to the U.S.
Department of Labor is occurring at a much faster than average trajectory than other professions
(U.S. Department of Labor Statistics, 2015), given the costs involved in completing chiropractic
training (which can exceed $200,000) coupled with the low salary (recent data from the U.S.
Department of Labor Statistics shows that the median salary for a chiropractor is $64,440 per year),



along with the challenges of sustaining an individual practice (most chiropractors are self-employed
in solo practice), these obstacles are formidable ones. This is particularly true in light of the recent
development of large chiropractic chains such as the Joint, that offer spinal and neck adjustments at
a fraction of the cost of a traditional provider. This ethnographic study consisted of systematic
observation and interviews of 40 chiropractors in South Carolina from Fall 2016 to Fall 2017.
Additionally, interviews were conducted with staff members, patients, and other medical providers,
such as physicians, physical therapists, massage therapists, and representatives from the insurance
industry about their understanding and experiences with chiropractic medicine. Phone interviews
were also conducted with seven deans and provosts at chiropractic colleges around the country. In
total, over 100 interviews and informal conversations occurred during the course of the project. All
identifiers of participants and chiropractic colleges in the study were removed to ensure anonymity.
Instead, pseudonyms were created that were known only by the author of the study. Additionally,
data from the South Carolina Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation was obtained to
document changes in the number of chiropractors who are no longer in practice in the state between
2016 and 2017.
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