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why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology is a fundamental
question in molecular biology and genetic engineering. Plasmids serve as
vital tools in the manipulation and transfer of genes, enabling the
development of recombinant DNA technology. This technology has revolutionized
scientific research, medicine, agriculture, and biotechnology by allowing
precise gene cloning, expression, and modification. Understanding the role of
plasmids helps clarify how recombinant DNA molecules are constructed and
propagated within host cells. This article explores the characteristics of
plasmids, their function in gene cloning vectors, and the reasons they are
indispensable for recombinant DNA techniques. Additionally, it discusses the
features that make plasmids ideal carriers of foreign DNA and how they
facilitate the expression and replication of recombinant genes.
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Characteristics of Plasmids
Plasmids are small, circular, double-stranded DNA molecules independent of
the chromosomal DNA in bacteria and some eukaryotic cells. They naturally
occur in many microorganisms and can replicate autonomously within the host
cell. Unlike chromosomal DNA, plasmids often carry genes that confer
advantageous traits such as antibiotic resistance, virulence factors, or
metabolic capabilities. Their size typically ranges from a few thousand to
several hundred thousand base pairs, making them manageable for manipulation
in the laboratory. Plasmids are crucial in bacterial survival and adaptation
but have been harnessed as essential tools for recombinant DNA technology due
to their unique properties.

Types of Plasmids
Plasmids can be classified based on their function and the traits they confer
to host cells. These types include:



Conjugative plasmids: Capable of transferring themselves between
bacteria through conjugation.

Non-conjugative plasmids: Unable to mediate their own transfer but can
be mobilized by conjugative plasmids.

Resistance plasmids (R plasmids): Carry antibiotic resistance genes.

Virulence plasmids: Contain genes that enhance pathogenicity.

Metabolic plasmids: Encode enzymes for specific metabolic pathways.

Role of Plasmids in Recombinant DNA Technology
Plasmids function as vectors—vehicles that carry foreign genetic material
into host cells. In recombinant DNA technology, plasmids are engineered to
accept and propagate DNA fragments from other organisms. Their ability to
replicate independently allows for the amplification of inserted genes, which
is essential for gene cloning and expression studies. The process involves
cutting both the plasmid and foreign DNA with restriction enzymes, ligating
the foreign DNA into the plasmid, and introducing the recombinant plasmid
into a host organism, commonly bacteria. This facilitates the production of
multiple copies of the recombinant DNA, enabling detailed analysis and
practical applications.

Gene Cloning and Expression
Plasmids enable the cloning of genes by serving as carriers that replicate
inserted DNA sequences within bacterial cells. After transformation, bacteria
harboring the recombinant plasmid multiply, producing numerous copies of the
target gene. Moreover, plasmids often contain promoter sequences and
regulatory elements that enable the expression of cloned genes, allowing
researchers to produce proteins of interest. This feature is fundamental in
producing pharmaceuticals such as insulin, growth hormones, and vaccines.

Features of Plasmid Vectors
Plasmids used in recombinant DNA technology are modified to include specific
features that enhance their utility as vectors. These features contribute to
the efficiency of cloning, selection, and expression of recombinant genes.
Understanding these characteristics clarifies why plasmids are essential
tools in genetic engineering.



Key Features of Plasmid Vectors

Origin of replication (ori): Ensures autonomous replication within the
host cell, allowing plasmid copies to multiply independently of
chromosomal DNA.

Multiple cloning site (MCS): Contains several unique restriction enzyme
sites that facilitate the insertion of foreign DNA fragments.

Selectable marker genes: Typically antibiotic resistance genes that
allow identification of successfully transformed cells by survival under
selective conditions.

Promoter sequences: Enable transcription and expression of the inserted
gene within the host cell.

Reporter genes: Sometimes included to monitor gene expression or plasmid
presence through measurable traits such as fluorescence.

Applications of Plasmids in Genetic Engineering
Plasmids are indispensable tools in numerous applications within recombinant
DNA technology. Their versatility and reliability have facilitated
advancements across various scientific and industrial fields. Some key
applications illustrate the broad utility of plasmids in genetic engineering.

Gene Cloning and Protein Production
Plasmids enable the cloning of specific genes from various organisms,
allowing detailed study and manipulation. Once cloned, these genes can be
expressed in host cells to produce proteins for research or therapeutic
purposes. Examples include insulin production for diabetes treatment and the
synthesis of enzymes used in industrial processes.

Genetic Modification of Organisms
Plasmids are used to introduce new traits into plants, animals, and
microorganisms. In agriculture, genetically modified crops with enhanced
resistance to pests or environmental stress are developed using plasmid
vectors. In medicine, plasmids facilitate the creation of gene therapies and
vaccines by delivering therapeutic genes into patient cells.



Functional Genomics and Gene Regulation Studies
Researchers utilize plasmids to study gene function by overexpressing,
silencing, or mutating genes within model organisms. This approach helps
elucidate genetic pathways and molecular mechanisms underlying biological
processes and diseases.

Advantages of Using Plasmids in Recombinant DNA
Technology
Plasmids offer multiple advantages that make them ideal tools for recombinant
DNA technology. Their inherent properties and modifiable features contribute
to their widespread use in molecular biology laboratories worldwide.

Benefits of Plasmid Vectors

Autonomous replication: Plasmids replicate independently, ensuring high1.
copy numbers of recombinant DNA.

Easy manipulation: Their small size and defined restriction sites allow2.
straightforward genetic engineering.

Selectable markers: Facilitate identification of transformed cells,3.
increasing experimental efficiency.

Versatility: Applicable across different host organisms, including4.
bacteria, yeast, and mammalian cells.

Stable inheritance: Plasmids are reliably maintained during cell5.
division, preserving recombinant DNA.

Facilitation of gene expression: Inclusion of promoters and regulatory6.
elements enables controlled protein production.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role do plasmids play in recombinant DNA
technology?
Plasmids act as vectors that carry foreign DNA into host cells, enabling the
replication and expression of the inserted genes within the host organism.



Why are plasmids preferred as vectors in genetic
engineering?
Plasmids are preferred because they can replicate independently of
chromosomal DNA, have multiple cloning sites for gene insertion, and often
contain selectable marker genes for easy identification of successful
recombinants.

How do plasmids facilitate gene cloning in
recombinant DNA technology?
Plasmids facilitate gene cloning by allowing the insertion of a target DNA
fragment into their sequence, which can then be introduced into bacteria
where the plasmid replicates, producing multiple copies of the inserted gene.

Can recombinant DNA technology be performed without
plasmids? Why or why not?
Recombinant DNA technology is significantly more difficult without plasmids
because plasmids provide a stable and efficient means to carry and propagate
foreign DNA within host cells, which is essential for gene expression and
cloning.

What features of plasmids make them essential tools
in recombinant DNA technology?
Key features include their small size, ability to replicate independently,
presence of selectable markers, and multiple cloning sites, all of which
facilitate the insertion, selection, and propagation of foreign genes in host
cells.

Additional Resources
1. Plasmids: Tools for Genetic Engineering
This book provides a comprehensive overview of plasmids and their crucial
role in recombinant DNA technology. It explains the molecular biology of
plasmids, their replication mechanisms, and how they serve as vectors for
gene cloning. The book also covers practical applications and experimental
techniques used in genetic engineering.

2. Recombinant DNA Technology: Principles and Applications
Focusing on the foundational principles of recombinant DNA technology, this
book highlights the importance of plasmids as essential vectors. It details
the processes of gene insertion, cloning, and expression, emphasizing how
plasmids facilitate these steps. Readers gain insights into both the
theoretical and practical aspects of plasmid use in biotechnology.



3. Genetic Engineering: The Role of Plasmids
This text explores the significance of plasmids in the development and
advancement of genetic engineering. It discusses plasmid structure, types,
and their utility in gene transfer and expression. The book also addresses
challenges and innovations related to plasmid-based recombinant DNA
techniques.

4. Molecular Cloning: A Laboratory Manual
Widely regarded as a foundational text in molecular biology, this manual
includes detailed protocols for using plasmids in cloning experiments. It
explains why plasmids are essential for recombinant DNA work, including their
features like selectable markers and multiple cloning sites. The manual is an
invaluable resource for hands-on understanding and application.

5. Plasmid Vectors in Biotechnology
This book focuses on the design and application of plasmid vectors in modern
biotechnology. It covers the engineering of plasmids to optimize gene
cloning, expression, and protein production. The text also discusses plasmid-
host interactions and the importance of plasmids in recombinant DNA
technology.

6. Fundamentals of Recombinant DNA Technology
Providing a clear and concise introduction to recombinant DNA technology,
this book emphasizes the role of plasmids as indispensable tools. It covers
plasmid biology, cloning techniques, and the steps involved in constructing
recombinant DNA molecules. The book is ideal for students and researchers
seeking to understand the essentials of genetic manipulation.

7. Plasmid Biology and Genetic Engineering
This work delves into the biology of plasmids and their exploitation in
genetic engineering. It explains the molecular features that make plasmids
ideal vectors, such as their autonomous replication and transfer
capabilities. The book also covers methods for plasmid isolation,
modification, and application in recombinant DNA technology.

8. Advanced Techniques in Recombinant DNA Research
Aimed at researchers and advanced students, this book explores sophisticated
methods involving plasmids in recombinant DNA research. It discusses vector
construction, gene cloning strategies, and plasmid-based expression systems.
The text highlights why plasmids remain essential tools in cutting-edge
genetic engineering projects.

9. Introduction to Genetic Vectors: Plasmids and Beyond
This introductory book provides an overview of various genetic vectors, with
a strong focus on plasmids. It explains their role in gene cloning, the
features that make plasmids effective, and compares them to other vectors
used in recombinant DNA technology. The book serves as a foundational
resource for understanding why plasmids are indispensable in molecular
biology.
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  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Self-Help to ISC Biology
Class 12 (For 2025-26 Examinations) H.S. Bishnoi, The ISC Biology Class 12 book by H.S.
Bishnoi and Shabnam Joshi is a comprehensive guide designed to help students master both
theoretical concepts and examination techniques as per the latest ISC syllabus. Each chapter begins
with clearly defined learning objectives and presents detailed explanations enriched with
well-labeled diagrams and flowcharts to simplify complex biological processes. The content is
structured to promote conceptual clarity while also catering to exam readiness. Alongside the core
theory, the book includes a wide range of question formats such as short answer questions, long
answer essays, multiple choice questions, assertion-reason types, and diagram-based problems. This
enables students to familiarize themselves with the types of questions commonly asked in ISC
exams. To enhance learning, each chapter is followed by a set of practice questions with detailed
answers, allowing students to assess their understanding and improve their writing skills. Model test
papers and solved sample papers based on previous years' board questions provide additional
support for self-assessment and revision. The book also includes quick revision notes, important
definitions, and concept-based highlights that are helpful during last-minute preparation. Emphasis
is placed on data interpretation and experiment-based questions, aligning the content with lab work
and practical exams. Overall, the book strikes a perfect balance between textbook knowledge and
exam-oriented preparation, making it an essential resource for ISC Biology students aiming for
academic excellence.
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Samaranayake's
ESSENTIAL MICROBIOLOGY FOR DENTISTRY -E-Book Lakshman Samaranayake, 2024-01-29
A sound knowledge of microbiology is essential for all dental professionals – it's the key to
understanding major oral pathologies, from tooth decay to gum disease, as well as the regimentation
of infection control in a successful dental practice. Samaranayake's Essential Microbiology for
Dentistry once again, provides a comprehensive coverage of the basics of clinical oral microbiology
and immunology and their relevance to oral disease, as well as the cotemporary discoveries of the
oral microbiome, and the constituent flora. Both the novice student, as well as the experienced
professionals are guided, in a stepwise manner, through a tour of the microbial world and how they
impact oral health. The reasoned, bare bones approach to the essential elements of the subject is, as
in previous editions fresh, lucid and logical. The sixth edition of this popular book, now translated
into four different languages, has been fully revised and reformatted and includes brand new
sections on emerging topics such as COVID-19 and infection control. - Latest evidence throughout,
updated to incorporate discoveries appertaining to the oral microbiome, and the international
guidelines on infection control. - Ample artwork and clinical pictures to explain complex structures,
intricate pathological processes, and disease management principles. - Friendly accessible writing
style that helps students better understand and retain key information. - Self-assessment tasks to
monitor progress and prepare for graduate and postgraduate examinations - Easy to follow -
highlighted important information, and helpful summaries of key facts. - A comprehensive glossary
and a list of abbreviations - Definitions and descriptors of the oralome, the oral microbiome and oral
microbiota - revealed by novel, next-generation sequencing technologies - SARS-CoV-2 infection, the
COVID-19 pandemic, and its impact on dentistry - MPox and other emerging viral infections and oral
manifestations - Oral mycobiome and emerging and re-emerging oral fungal diseases - Oral
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microbiota, the oral-systemic axis and systemic health - Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and its
mitigation by good antimicrobial prescribing - The recently proclaimed `One health` concept basics -
A guide to new vaccines and immunisation protocols - Extended and fully updated sections on
infection control
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: A Textbook of
Biotechnology Dr. Rashmi Tyagi, 2009
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: A Guide to Methods in the
Biomedical Sciences Ronald B. Corley, 2006-01-16 A Guide to Methods in the Biomedical Sciences
gives a basic description of common methods used in research. This is not intended to be a methods
book. Rather, it is intended to be a book that outlines the purpose of the methods described, their
limitations and provide alternative approaches as appropriate. Thousands of methods have been
developed in the various biomedical disciplines and those covered in this book represent the basic,
essential and most widely used methods in several different disciplines. The historical background
(including some interesting anecdotes) leading to the development of ground-breaking techniques is
described, especially of those that significantly advanced the field of biomedical research. Advances
that earned their inventors prestigious Nobel Prizes are emphasized. The book is divided into six
sections, highlighting selected methods in protein chemistry, nucleic acids, recombinant DNA
technology (including forensic-based methods), antibody-based techniques, microscopy and imaging,
and the use of animals in biomedical sciences.
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Theory Book Cover All 14 Chapters As Per Latest Syllabus , 2025-04-04 CUET-PG Zoology
SCQP28 Theory Book For 2026 Exam Cover All 14 Chapters As Per Latest Syllabus Highlight of The
Book Cover all 14 Chapters Use Diagram,Table & Flow Charts Easy to Understand Language As Per
Latest Syllbaus
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Recombinant DNA
Technology: Concepts and Applications Dr. Mrs.Bhawana Pandey , Dr.Shama Afroze Baig,
2025-01-07 Introduction This book provides a comprehensive introduction to the field of
recombinant DNA (rDNA) technology, a cornerstone of modern biotechnology and genetic
engineering. Designed for students and professionals, it explores both foundational principles and
advanced applications of rDNA, which allows scientists to manipulate genetic material, enabling
groundbreaking advancements in medicine, agriculture, and environmental science. Recombinant
DNA Technology: Concepts and Applications begins with an overview of essential prerequisites,
including the molecular tools and techniques central to DNA manipulation, such as restriction
enzymes, ligases, and polymerases. Readers are then guided through gene transfer methods, vector
selection, and screening techniques, which are crucial for successful genetic modification.
Subsequent chapters delve into genome mapping and the analytical techniques used to study
genetic sequences. Methods like Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR), gel electrophoresis, and
microarray analysis are discussed in detail, highlighting their role in DNA analysis and genetic
research. The final sections focus on the transformative applications of rDNA technology, such as
gene therapy, stem cell research, and advanced sequencing techniques. These applications
underscore the power of rDNA to address genetic disorders, develop new medical treatments, and
advance personalized medicine. Through this book, readers will gain both a theoretical
understanding and practical insights into the methodologies of recombinant DNA technology,
equipping them with the knowledge to contribute to this rapidly evolving field.
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Current Protocols
Essential Laboratory Techniques Sean R. Gallagher, Emily A. Wiley, 2012-03-19 The latest title
from the acclaimed Current Protocols series, Current Protocols Essential Laboratory Techniques, 2e
provides the new researcher with the skills and understanding of the fundamental laboratory
procedures necessary to run successful experiments, solve problems, and become a productive
member of the modern life science laboratory. From covering the basic skills such as measurement,
preparation of reagents and use of basic instrumentation to the more advanced techniques such as



blotting, chromatography and real-time PCR, this book will serve as a practical reference manual for
any life science researcher. Written by a combination of distinguished investigators and outstanding
faculty, Current Protocols Essential Laboratory Techniques, 2e is the cornerstone on which the
beginning scientist can develop the skills for a successful research career.
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Genetics of Microbes Brian
W. Bainbridge, 2013-03-14 Writing a textbook on microbial genetics in about 200 pages was un
doubtedly a difficult task, but I have been encouraged by the response from both students and
lecturers to the first edition. The requirement for a second edition is also a measure of the need for
such a book. My experience as a lecturer has shown that what is needed first is an intelligible
framework which can be read in a reasonable period of time. Armed with these principles, a student
can then go to reviews and the original literature with a reasonable chance of understanding the
jargon and the details. Molecular genetics is now so well advanced that it is easy to lose track of the
purpose of a set of experiments in the wealth of sequence data and complex interactions. I have
therefore kept the same format for this edition with a well-illustrated text giving original papers,
popular reviews, monographs and detailed reviews to enable the student to take the subject further
as required.
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Fundamentals of Food
Biotechnology Byong H. Lee, 2014-12-01 Food biotechnology is the application of modern
biotechnological techniques to the manufacture and processing of food, for example through
fermentation of food (which is the oldest biotechnological process) and food additives, as well as
plant and animal cell cultures. New developments in fermentation and enzyme technological
processes, molecular thermodynamics, genetic engineering, protein engineering, metabolic
engineering, bioengineering, and processes involving monoclonal antibodies, nanobiotechnology and
quorum sensing have introduced exciting new dimensions to food biotechnology, a burgeoning field
that transcends many scientific disciplines. Fundamentals of Food Biotechnology, 2nd edition is
based on the author’s 25 years of experience teaching on a food biotechnology course at McGill
University in Canada. The book will appeal to professional food scientists as well as graduate and
advanced undergraduate students by addressing the latest exciting food biotechnology research in
areas such as genetically modified foods (GMOs), bioenergy, bioplastics, functional
foods/nutraceuticals, nanobiotechnology, quorum sensing and quenching. In addition, cloning
techniques for bacterial and yeast enzymes are included in a “New Trends and Tools” section and
selected references, questions and answers appear at the end of each chapter. This new edition has
been comprehensively rewritten and restructured to reflect the new technologies, products and
trends that have emerged since the original book. Many new aspects highlight the short and longer
term commercial potential of food biotechnology.
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Genetic Engineering of Plants
and Microorganisms Important for Agriculture E. Magnien, D. de Nettancourt, 1985-02-28 A
Seminar held in the Framework of the Biomolecular Engineering Programma of the Commission of
the European Communities, at the Carlsberg Laboratory in Copenhagen, October 9-10, 1984
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Biochemistry Essentials:
Formulas Guide N.B. Singh, Biochemistry Essentials: Formulas Guide is a concise and
indispensable resource that distills the complex field of biochemistry into a user-friendly reference.
This book provides a comprehensive collection of essential formulas, equations, and key concepts
crucial for understanding the fundamental principles of biochemistry. Designed for students,
researchers, and professionals, it serves as a quick and accessible guide to navigate through the
core elements of biochemistry, facilitating a deeper comprehension of the molecular processes that
underlie life.
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Essential Microbiology for
Dentistry Lakshman P. Samaranayake, 2006-01-01 The new edition of a highly successful book, this
text covers both general and oral microbiology, concentrating on areas of direct relevance to clinical
dentistry. It offers information on systemic infections that patients may have, plus more specific



information on oral infections that may cause caries or periodontal disease. In-depth coverage
includes immunology, infection control, and a glossary of immunological and bacteriological terms.
Comprehensive but concise coverage of general microbiology, immunology, microbes and infections
of relevance to dentistry, oral microbiology, and cross-infection and control.Careful integration of
clinical dentistry throughout, bringing the subject alive for the dental student and facilitating the
new problem-based learning curricula used in many dental schools.Covers both general and oral
microbiology in one book.Key Fact boxes, tables, colour illustrations, and concise text make the book
easy to use and learn from. Total update of the text.New question-and-answer sections for
self-review at the end of each chapter.New sections on uncultivable bacteria, biofilms, emerging
infections, SARS coronavirus infection, avian flu, prion diseases, drug resistant bacteria and the
latest American and British recommendations on infection control procedures.New material on
advances in molecular biology relevant to infectious diseases and on new taxonomy and
nomenclature.
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Essential Cell Biology
Bruce Alberts, Dennis Bray, Karen Hopkin, Alexander D Johnson, Julian Lewis, Martin Raff, Keith
Roberts, Peter Walter, 2015-01-01 Essential Cell Biology provides a readily accessible introduction
to the central concepts of cell biology, and its lively, clear writing and exceptional illustrations make
it the ideal textbook for a first course in both cell and molecular biology. The text and figures are
easy-to-follow, accurate, clear, and engaging for the introductory student. Molecular detail has been
kept to a minimum in order to provide the reader with a cohesive conceptual framework for the
basic science that underlies our current understanding of all of biology, including the biomedical
sciences. The Fourth Edition has been thoroughly revised, and covers the latest developments in this
fast-moving field, yet retains the academic level and length of the previous edition. The book is
accompanied by a rich package of online student and instructor resources, including over 130
narrated movies, an expanded and updated Question Bank. Essential Cell Biology, Fourth Edition is
additionally supported by the Garland Science Learning System. This homework platform is
designed to evaluate and improve student performance and allows instructors to select assignments
on specific topics and review the performance of the entire class, as well as individual students, via
the instructor dashboard. Students receive immediate feedback on their mastery of the topics, and
will be better prepared for lectures and classroom discussions. The user-friendly system provides a
convenient way to engage students while assessing progress. Performance data can be used to tailor
classroom discussion, activities, and lectures to address students’ needs precisely and efficiently.
For more information and sample material, visit http://garlandscience.rocketmix.com/.
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Educart CBSE Question
Bank Class 12 Biology 2024-25 (As per latest CBSE Syllabus 23 Mar 2024) Educart,
2024-06-17 What You Get: Time Management ChartsSelf-evaluation ChartCompetency-based
Q’sMarking Scheme Charts Educart ‘ Biology’ Class 12 Strictly based on the latest CBSE Curriculum
released on March 31st, 2023All New Pattern Questions including past 10 year Q’s & from DIKSHA
platformLots of solved questions with Detailed Explanations for all questionsCaution Points to work
on common mistakes made during the exam Special focus on Competency-based Questions including
all New Pattern Q’sSimplified NCERT theory with diagram, flowcharts, bullet points and
tablesTopper Answers of past 10 year board exams, along with Marks Breakdown Tips4 Solved
Sample Papers as per the latest Sample paper design released with syllabus Why choose this book?
You can find the simplified complete with diagrams, flowcharts, bullet points, and tablesBased on
the revised CBSE pattern for competency-based questionsEvaluate your performance with the
self-evaluation charts
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Essentials of Microbiology
Mr. Rohit Manglik, 2024-07-24 Covering the basics of microbial structure, growth, and classification,
this book serves as an essential foundation for beginners in microbiology and related life sciences.
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Essential Genetics Daniel L.
Hartl, Elizabeth W. Jones, 2002 bull; bull;Genetics bull;Principles of Genetics bull;Introduction to



Genetics
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Biochemistry Student
Companion Jeremy M. Berg, Frank H. Deis, Nancy Counts Gerber, Richard Gumport, Roger E.
Koeppe, 2011-03-04 Since its first edition in 1975, this extraordinary textbook has helped shape the
way biochemistry is taught, offering exceptionally clear writing, innovative graphics, coverage of the
latest research techniques and advances, and a signature emphasis on physiological and medical
relevance. Those defining features are at the heart of this edition.
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Milwaukee Railroad
Financial Crisis United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation. Subcommittee on Surface Transportation, 1979
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Somatic Cell Genetics of
Woody Plants M.R. Ahuja, 2012-12-06 Most forest tree species were considered recalcitrant a
decade ago, but now with the improved in vitro techniques some progress has been made towards
culture-of tree species. Micro propagation has been achieved from the juvenile tissues of a number
of forest tree species. On the other hand, tissues from most mature trees are still very difficult to
grow and differen tiate in vitro. Nevertheless, there has been slow but steady progress in the
application of tissue culture technology for culture of tissues, organs, cells and protoplasts of tree
species. As compared to most agricultural crops, and herbaceous plant species, trees are a different
lot. They have long gene ration cycles. They are highly heterozygous and have a large reservoir of
genetic variability. Because of this genetic variability, their response in vitro is also variable. On a
single medium, the response of tissues from different trees (genotypes) of a single species may be
quite different: some responding by induction of growth and differentiation, while others showing
minimal or no growth at all. That makes the somatic cell genetics of woody plants somewhat
difficult, but at the same time interesting.
  why are plasmids essential for recombinant dna technology: Enzymes Finger Printing
Arvind N. Shukla, 2009
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