
who said well behaved women seldom make history

who said well behaved women seldom make history is a phrase that has resonated through generations,
capturing the essence of female empowerment and the challenge to social norms. This powerful quote highlights
the idea that women who conform strictly to societal expectations rarely leave a mark on history, whereas
those who defy conventions often become influential figures. This article explores the origin of this famous
saying, its cultural and historical significance, and the impact it has had on feminist movements and popular
culture. Additionally, it will examine notable women who embody the spirit of this phrase by breaking barriers
and shaping history. Understanding the context behind this quote provides valuable insight into the ongoing
struggle for gender equality and the role of women in shaping society. The following sections will delve into
the historical background, the phrase’s author, its influence on modern feminism, and examples of well-behaved
and revolutionary women throughout history.
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Origin and Attribution of the Quote

The phrase "well behaved women seldom make history" is widely attributed to Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, a
renowned American historian. She first wrote the phrase in a 1976 scholarly article focusing on Puritan
women in 17th century New England. The original context was academic, emphasizing how the contributions of
ordinary women often go unnoticed in historical records. Over time, the phrase transcended its initial academic
use and became a popular slogan symbolizing women's resistance to oppression and conformity.

Laurel Thatcher Ulrich and the Original Context

Laurel Thatcher Ulrich coined the phrase while researching the lives of women in colonial America. Her work
highlighted how many women who conformed to societal expectations were not historically documented
because they did not engage in overtly rebellious acts. Ulrich’s intent was to acknowledge the quiet, often
invisible acts of women’s daily lives that shaped history in subtle ways. The phrase was part of a larger
argument about the importance of recognizing women’s contributions to history, even when those contributions
were not dramatic or public.

Evolution into a Feminist Slogan

Over the years, the phrase was adopted by feminist groups and activists as a rallying cry. It became
synonymous with challenging traditional gender roles and celebrating women who dared to defy social norms.
Its catchy and provocative nature made it popular on posters, apparel, and in speeches, further embedding it in
popular culture. The transformation from an academic observation to an empowering feminist motto
illustrates how language can evolve and inspire societal change.



Historical and Cultural Significance

The phrase "well behaved women seldom make history" carries significant cultural weight by questioning the
value of conformity in historical narratives. It challenges traditional histories that often marginalize or
overlook women’s achievements, especially those who did not adhere to expected behavioral standards. This
shift has encouraged a more inclusive approach to history that recognizes the diverse ways women have
influenced society.

Challenging Traditional Gender Roles

Historically, women were expected to behave in ways that were submissive, modest, and compliant. This limited
their opportunities for leadership, education, and public influence. The phrase critiques these restrictive norms
by implying that only by stepping outside these boundaries can women create lasting change. It encourages a re-
examination of historical figures who were once dismissed for their unconventional behavior, highlighting their
importance in shaping political, social, and cultural landscapes.

Influence on Historical Scholarship

The phrase has had a profound effect on the study of history, particularly in the field of women’s history.
Scholars have used it to justify exploring the lives of women previously excluded from mainstream narratives.
This has led to a richer, more nuanced understanding of history that includes the experiences of women from
various backgrounds, social classes, and cultures. It has also inspired research into how societal
expectations have shaped women’s opportunities and legacies.

Impact on Feminist Movements

The phrase has become an emblematic statement within feminist discourse, symbolizing the struggle against
patriarchal structures and the celebration of female agency. It encapsulates the spirit of activism that seeks
to dismantle barriers and create spaces where women can influence history on their own terms.

Use in Feminist Activism

Feminist activists have embraced "well behaved women seldom make history" as a call to action. It encourages
women to challenge unjust laws, societal expectations, and institutional discrimination. The phrase has been
featured in rallies, campaigns, and educational materials aimed at promoting gender equality and women’s
rights. Its empowering message resonates across diverse feminist groups and generations.

Inspiration for Contemporary Female Leaders

Many contemporary female leaders cite the phrase as inspiration for their work. It reinforces the idea that
boldness and resistance are necessary for progress. This mindset has influenced women in politics, business,
science, and the arts to push boundaries and redefine what it means to be successful and influential. The phrase
serves as both a historical reminder and a motivational tool for ongoing efforts toward equality.

Notable Women Who Defied Conventions

Throughout history, numerous women have exemplified the idea behind the phrase by defying social norms and
making significant contributions to their fields and societies. Their stories illustrate the power of challenging
expectations and the lasting impact of their actions.



Examples of Revolutionary Women

Harriet Tubman: An abolitionist and political activist who escaped slavery and led many others to
freedom via the Underground Railroad.

Marie Curie: A pioneering scientist who broke gender barriers in physics and chemistry, becoming the first
woman to win a Nobel Prize.

Rosa Parks: A civil rights activist whose refusal to give up her bus seat sparked the Montgomery Bus
Boycott and advanced the fight against racial segregation.

Susan B. Anthony: A key figure in the women's suffrage movement who tirelessly campaigned for women's
right to vote.

Frida Kahlo: An artist known for her bold self-portraits and exploration of identity, challenging norms
related to gender, disability, and culture.

Characteristics Shared by These Women

Women who made history by defying conventions often share traits such as courage, resilience, innovation, and
a commitment to justice. They challenged the status quo despite facing significant opposition and personal risk.
Their legacies demonstrate that history is shaped not only by those who conform but often by those who dare
to be different.

Interpretations and Critiques of the Phrase

While "well behaved women seldom make history" is widely embraced, it has also been subject to various
interpretations and critiques. Understanding these perspectives adds depth to the discussion about gender,
behavior, and historical recognition.

Positive Interpretations

The phrase is celebrated for encouraging women to be bold, assertive, and unafraid to challenge oppressive
systems. It empowers individuals to embrace their uniqueness and reject limiting stereotypes. Many view it as a
call to recognize the diverse ways women contribute to societal progress.

Critiques and Limitations

Some critics argue that the phrase oversimplifies the complex nature of history and behavior. They caution
against glorifying rebellion without acknowledging the value of different forms of influence, including those
exercised within social norms. Additionally, the phrase may inadvertently marginalize women who choose or are
forced to conform for various reasons, including safety, cultural context, or personal preference.

Broader Implications for Gender and History

The phrase invites ongoing reflection on how society defines "well behaved" and who gets to write history. It
challenges historians and the public to reconsider whose stories are told and celebrated. This discourse
contributes to a more inclusive understanding of history that values diverse experiences and expressions of
womanhood.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who originally said 'Well-behaved women seldom make history'?

The phrase 'Well-behaved women seldom make history' was popularized by Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, a historian
who first wrote it in a 1976 academic article.

What is the meaning behind 'Well-behaved women seldom make history'?

The phrase means that women who conform to societal expectations and do not challenge the status quo are
less likely to be remembered or make a significant impact in history.

In what context did Laurel Thatcher Ulrich say 'Well-behaved women
seldom make history'?

Ulrich used the phrase in her 1976 scholarly article about 17th-century Puritan funeral services, implying
that the quiet, obedient women are often overlooked in historical records.

Has the quote 'Well-behaved women seldom make history' been
misattributed?

Yes, the quote is often mistakenly attributed to famous figures like Marilyn Monroe or Eleanor Roosevelt, but
it was actually coined by historian Laurel Thatcher Ulrich.

Why has the phrase 'Well-behaved women seldom make history' become
popular in modern culture?

The phrase resonates as a feminist rallying cry encouraging women to defy norms, challenge injustices, and make
bold contributions that change society, thus making history.

Additional Resources
1. Well-Behaved Women Seldom Make History by Laurel Thatcher Ulrich
This influential book by historian Laurel Thatcher Ulrich explores the lives of women who defied societal
expectations throughout history. Ulrich argues that many women who challenged norms have been overlooked,
and she celebrates their courage and impact. The title itself comes from a phrase Ulrich coined, which has since
become a rallying cry for feminist movements. This book combines historical anecdotes with feminist analysis to
highlight the importance of disruptive women in shaping history.

2. Bad Girls Throughout History by Ann Shen
Ann Shen’s book presents a vibrant and engaging collection of stories about women who broke the rules and
made significant marks on society. From pirates to rebels, these women defied conventions in various ways,
challenging the idea of what it means to be a “good” or “well-behaved” woman. Illustrated with bold
artwork, the book is both educational and inspiring for readers of all ages. It emphasizes the power of rebellion
and resilience.

3. Rad American Women A-Z by Kate Schatz
This alphabetically arranged book profiles 26 American women who made extraordinary contributions to
culture, politics, and society. Each entry highlights a woman who challenged the status quo in her own unique
way. The book celebrates diversity and defiance, encouraging readers to embrace their individuality and strive
for change. It’s a colorful and empowering resource for understanding the impact of women who refused to
conform.



4. Feminists Don't Wear Pink (And Other Lies) edited by Scarlett Curtis
A collection of essays, stories, and poems from a diverse group of women and non-binary writers that
challenge traditional gender roles and celebrate feminist ideals. The contributors share personal experiences
and reflections on activism, identity, and breaking boundaries. This book amplifies voices that embody the spirit
of well-behaved women seldom making history, showing that change often comes from those willing to disrupt
norms. It’s an inspiring read for anyone interested in contemporary feminist thought.

5. Women Who Dared: 52 Stories of Fearless Daredevils, Adventurers, and Rebels by Linda Skeers
Linda Skeers compiles stories of women who ventured beyond the limits set by society, whether through
adventure, activism, or innovation. Each story showcases a woman’s bravery and determination to forge her
own path. The book serves as a reminder that history is filled with women who refused to be constrained by
expectations of proper behavior. It’s a motivational collection that encourages readers to embrace courage
and ambition.

6. Rebel Girls: 100 Tales of Extraordinary Women by Elena Favilli and Francesca Cavallo
This bestselling book features inspiring biographies of women from around the world and across history who
challenged conventions and achieved remarkable feats. The stories cover a wide range of fields, including
science, politics, art, and sports. With vibrant illustrations and accessible language, Rebel Girls empowers
young readers to dream big and defy limitations. It celebrates the impact of women who didn’t settle for being
“well-behaved.”

7. Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly
This nonfiction work tells the true story of the African-American women mathematicians at NASA whose
calculations were critical to the success of the U.S. space program. These women overcame racial and gender
discrimination, quietly breaking barriers in a male-dominated field. The book highlights how their brilliance and
perseverance made history despite societal constraints. It’s an important narrative about the power of
resilience and challenging norms.

8. The Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan
Published in 1963, this groundbreaking book is credited with sparking the second wave of feminism in the United
States. Friedan critiques the limited roles available to women in mid-20th-century America and explores the
dissatisfaction many women felt despite societal pressures to conform to domesticity. The book encouraged
women to seek fulfillment beyond traditional expectations, embodying the spirit behind “well-behaved women
seldom make history.” It remains a foundational text in feminist literature.

9. Bad Feminist by Roxane Gay
In this collection of essays, Roxane Gay explores the complexities and contradictions of modern feminism. She
discusses topics ranging from race and gender to culture and politics, challenging rigid definitions of what it
means to be a feminist. Gay’s candid and provocative writing encourages readers to embrace imperfection and
question societal norms. The book aligns with the idea that making history often involves pushing boundaries
and rejecting neat categorizations.
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seldom make history. Today these words appear on t-shirts, mugs, bumper stickers, greeting cards,
and all sorts of Web sites and blogs. Ulrich explains how that happened and what it means by
looking back at women of the past who challenged the way history was written. She ranges from the
fifteenth-century writer Christine de Pizan, who wrote The Book of the City of Ladies, to the
twentieth century’s Virginia Woolf, author of A Room of One's Own. Ulrich updates their attempts to
reimagine female possibilities and looks at the women who didn't try to make history but did. And
she concludes by showing how the 1970s activists who created second-wave feminism also created a
renaissance in the study of history.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: Well-Behaved Women Seldom
Make History Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, 2008-09-23 From admired historian—and coiner of one of
feminism's most popular slogans—Laurel Thatcher Ulrich comes an exploration of what it means for
women to make history. In 1976, in an obscure scholarly article, Ulrich wrote, Well behaved women
seldom make history. Today these words appear on t-shirts, mugs, bumper stickers, greeting cards,
and all sorts of Web sites and blogs. Ulrich explains how that happened and what it means by
looking back at women of the past who challenged the way history was written. She ranges from the
fifteenth-century writer Christine de Pizan, who wrote The Book of the City of Ladies, to the
twentieth century’s Virginia Woolf, author of A Room of One's Own. Ulrich updates their attempts to
reimagine female possibilities and looks at the women who didn't try to make history but did. And
she concludes by showing how the 1970s activists who created second-wave feminism also created a
renaissance in the study of history.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: Lotte Reiniger Whitney Grace,
2017-08-11 For three years during the 1920s, in an attic in Potsdam, a young woman crafted what is
today the oldest surviving animated feature film. Equipped with scissors, cardboard, sheets of lead,
glass panes and a camera, animation pioneer Lotte Reiniger filmed Die Abenteuer des Prinzen
Achmed (The Adventures of Prince Achmed) using a technique of frame-by-frame silhouette
animation she developed, inspired by Chinese shadow puppetry. As the result of a number of
factors--her gender, her German ethnicity, World War II and a lack of funding--Reiniger became a
footnote in animation history. Yet her 60-plus films plainly show her skill and dedication to her craft.
This detailed account of her life and work describes her significant contributions to animation,
puppetry, Weimar cinema and modern filmmaking.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: Destroying the Joint Jane Caro, 2013 In
'Destroying the joint: why women have to change the world', Australian women reply to
commentator Alan Jones's comment and the broader issues of sexism and misogyny in our
culture.--Back cover.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: Who Made My Bed? Edward Bronstien,
2009 Travel with the authors from 19th century Russia to St. Paul, Minnesota to discover the true
identity of Samuel Bronstien, the founder of the United States Bedding Co. Despite the jealousy and
resentment that often exists in a family, Samuel, his wife and children work together to make the
business the leading bedding company in the Upper Midwest. When the three sons retire from the
company the third generation takes over. Edward Bronstien Jr., the new president, makes tough
decisions to take the company - now popularly called King Koil -- to a leader in the industry, and to
its ultimate sale. You'll discover how an acquisition almost failed and how the sale of the company
affected the family. Over 25 years later, when Horwitz and Bronstien decide to write a book about
the family and the bedding business, they discover a leather envelope containing papers and
documents - some 144 years old. The real name of Samuel Bronstien is revealed: Simcha
Shapotshnick! And the envelope unveils much more about the family he left in Russia.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: Finding Nevo Nevo Zisin, 2017-05-01
Meet Nevo: girl, boy, he, she, him, her, they, them, daughter, son, teacher, student, friend, gay,
bisexual, lesbian, transgender, homosexual, Jew, dyke, masculine, feminine, androgynous, queer.
Nevo was not born in the wrong body. Nevo just wants everyone to catch up with all that Nevo is.
Personal, political and passionate, Finding Nevo is an autobiography about gender and everything



that comes with it. Australian author Nevo Zisin identifies as queer, transmasculine and non-binary.
They are a young activist, writer and public speaker. Finding Nevo is a captivating coming-of-age
book perfect for young adult readers aged 14+. “A gorgeous coming of age story about one person’s
journey to discover themselves. Zisin is a compelling storyteller with a delightful and exciting new
voice.” Clementine Ford “Memoir for a YA readership is becoming increasingly popular, and Finding
Nevo is a thought-provoking addition to the subgenre … With its strong themes of self-acceptance
and tolerance, this is not just a memoir for gender-questioning teens seeking advice and support …
Finding Nevo is sure to resonate with a broad readership.” Books+Publishing Finding Nevo: How I
Confused Everyone by Nevo Zisin is the joint winner of the Australian Family Therapists’ Award in
the Older Readers category, 2018.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: Making the Best out of Life Chibesa
Emmanuel, 2013-05-16 The greatest person is he or she who lives the finest life. But there is only
one sure way to a finest life, and that may be attained by those who have known the secret
ingredients for making the best out of life. These secret ingredients are offered to you here in the
pages of this extraordinary book. This book describes step-by-step the meaning of life and a practical
philosophy of acquiring happiness, wealth, influence, and how to turn your dreams into success. To
make it more appetizing, poems, verses, proverbs, and quotes from great thinkers of our time have
been included. This book will speak volumes to your life in a unique and fashionable manner.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: Louisiana Women Janet Allured,
Judith F. Gentry, 2009 Moving chronologically from the colonial period to the present, this collection
of seventeen biographical essays provides a window into the social, cultural, and geographic milieu
of women's lives in the state. Within the context of the historical forces that have shaped Louisiana,
the contributors look at ways in which the women they profile either abided by prevailing gender
norms or negotiated new models of behavior for themselves and other women.Louisiana
Womenconcludes with an essay that examines women's active responses to problems that emerged
in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina. The women whose absorbing life stories are collected here
include Marie Therese Coincoin, who was born a slave but later became a successful entrepreneur,
and Oretha Castle Haley, civil rights activist and leader of the New Orleans chapter of CORE. From
such well-known figures as author Kate Chopin and Voudou priestess Marie Laveau, to lesser known
women such as Cajun musician Cleoma Breaux Falcon, this volume reveals a compelling cross
section of historical figures. The women profiled vary by race, class, political affiliation, and religious
persuasion, but they all share an unusual grit and determination that allowed them to turn trying
circumstances into opportunity. Lively yet rigorous, these essays introduce readers to the
courageous, dedicated, and inventive women who have been an essential part of Louisiana's history.
Historical figures included: Marie Th?r?se Coincoin The Baroness Pontalba Marie Laveau Sarah
Katherine (Kate) Stone Eliza Jane Nicholson Kate Chopin Grace King Louisa Williams Robinson, Her
Daughters, and Her Granddaughters Clementine Hunter Dorothy Dix True Methodist Women
Cleoma Breaux Falcon Caroline Dormon Mary Land Rowena Spencer Oretha Castle Haley Louisiana
Women and Hurricane Katrina
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: Sal and Gabi Break the Universe
Carlos Hernandez, 2019-03-05 Best-selling author Rick Riordan presents a brilliant sci-fi romp with
Cuban influence that poses this question: What would you do if you had the power to reach through
time and space and retrieve anything you want, including your mother, who is no longer living (in
this universe, anyway)? How did a raw chicken get inside Yasmany's locker? When Sal Vidon meets
Gabi Real for the first time, it isn't under the best of circumstances. Sal is in the principal's office for
the third time in three days, and it's still the first week of school. Gabi, student council president and
editor of the school paper, is there to support her friend Yasmany, who just picked a fight with Sal.
She is determined to prove that somehow, Sal planted a raw chicken in Yasmany's locker, even
though nobody saw him do it and the bloody poultry has since mysteriously disappeared. Sal prides
himself on being an excellent magician, but for this sleight of hand, he relied on a talent no one
would guess . . . except maybe Gabi, whose sharp eyes never miss a trick. When Gabi learns that



he's capable of conjuring things much bigger than a chicken--including his dead mother--and she
takes it all in stride, Sal knows that she is someone he can work with. There's only one slight
problem: their manipulation of time and space could put the entire universe at risk. A sassy entropy
sweeper, a documentary about wedgies, a principal who wears a Venetian bauta mask, and heaping
platefuls of Cuban food are just some of the delights that await in his mind-blowing novel
gift-wrapped in love and laughter.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: Feminists, Feminisms, and
Advertising Kim Golombisky, Peggy J. Kreshel, 2017-10-16 Women and advertising are both
globally ubiquitous. Yet advertising remains one of the most unabashedly misogynist, heterosexist,
and racist industries. This edited volume of original unpublished chapters is the first ever to offer
explicitly feminist views on advertising. Feminists, Feminisms, and Advertising provides feminist
analyses of the historical relationships between the advertising industry and the women’s movement
in the United States. Contributors consider the ways that advertisers encode race, ethnicity, gender,
and heteronormativity into advertising practices and messages exported around the world. They
further explore the ways that intersectional audiences such as women of color, Latinas, and lesbian
and gay audiences decode, reinterpret, resist, and subvert advertising. With this book, the editors
and contributors address the present lack of feminist scholarship, research, knowledge, or
curriculum in advertising, and begin a more honest dialogue about diversity and intersectional
gender in the advertising academy as well as the advertising industry.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: A Radical Guide for Women with
ADHD Sari Solden, Michelle Frank, 2019-07-01 Live boldly as a woman with ADHD! This radical
guide will show you how to cultivate your individual strengths, honor your neurodiversity, and learn
to communicate with confidence and clarity. If you are a woman with attention deficit/hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD), you’ve probably known—all your life—that you’re different. As girls, we learn
which behaviors, thinking, learning, and working styles are preferred, which are accepted and
tolerated, and which are frowned upon. These preferences are communicated in innumerable
ways—from media and books to our first-grade classroom to conversations with our classmates and
parents. Over the course of a lifetime, women with ADHD learn through various channels that the
way they think, work, speak, relate, and act does not match up with the preferred way of being in
the world. In short, they learn that difference is bad. And, since these women know that they are
different, they learn that they are bad. It’s time for a change. A Radical Guide for Women with ADHD
is the first guided workbook for women with ADHD designed to break the cycle of negative self-talk
and shame-based narratives that stem from the common and limiting belief that brain differences
are character flaws. In this unique guide, you’ll find a groundbreaking approach that blends
traditional ADHD treatment with contemporary treatment methods, such as acceptance and
commitment therapy (ACT), to help you untangle yourself from the beliefs that have kept you from
reaching your potential in life. If you’re ready to develop a strong, bold, and confident sense of self,
embrace your unique brain-based differences, and cultivate your individual strengths, this
step-by-step workbook will help guide the way.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: Demystifying Opioid Conversion
Calculations: A Guide for Effective Dosin Mary Lynn McPherson, 2018-08-28 Praised by
practitioners, students and instructors for its engaging approach to teaching a very complex subject,
Demystifying Opioid Conversion Calculations: A Guide for Effective Dosing, has long been the go-to
guide for learning how to calculate opioid conversions. Now in its second edition, this reference is a
must-have for clinicians involved in pain management at all levels. Written by pain management
expert Mary Lynn McPherson, PharmD, MA, MDE, BCPS, CPE, Demystifying Opioid Conversion
Calculations focuses on the calculations that practitioners use in actual practice, providing realistic
scenarios for decision making. The revised edition covers the entire spectrum of opioid analgesics
used to manage patients with moderate-to-severe pain and serious life-limiting illnesses.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: The Subversive Job Search Alan
Corey, 2013-04-22 Millionaire real estate investor Alan Corey reinvents himself as a career man



after having to go on a job hunt for the first time in 10 years at the worst possible time: during a
historic economic depression. As unemployment rates sky rocket, Alan begins his subversive job
hunt and details all the loopholes, back doors, and sly techniques it took to go from being hopelessly
ignored to being incessantly headhunted. The result: Alan was able to land an entry level $40,000
salary day job and turn it into a $190,000 a year career just 24 months later. The Subversive Job
Search details how you can do it too.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: Miss Behave Malebo Sephodi,
2017-06-06 Upon encountering historian Laurel Thatcher Ulrich’s quote, ‘well-behaved women
seldom make history’, Malebo Sephodi knew that she was tired of everyone else having a say on who
and what she should be. Appropriating this quote, Malebo boldly renounces societal expectations
placed on her as a black woman and shares her journey towards misbehavior. According to Malebo,
it is the norm for a black woman to live in a society that prescribes what it means to be a
well-behaved woman. Acting like this prescribed woman equals good behavior. But what happens
when a black woman decides to live her own life and becomes her own form of who she wants to be?
She is often seen as misbehaving. Miss-Behave challenges society’s deep-seated beliefs about what it
means to be an obedient woman. In this book, Malebo tracks her journey on a path towards
achieving total autonomy and self-determinism. Miss-Behave will challenge, rattle and occasionally
cause you to scream ‘yassss, yassss, yassss’ at various intervals.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: The Arbornaut Meg Lowman,
2021-08-10 “An eye-opening and enchanting book by one of our major scientist-explorers.” —Diane
Ackerman, author of The Zookeeper’s Wife Nicknamed the “Real-Life Lorax” by National
Geographic, the biologist, botanist, and conservationist Meg Lowman—aka “CanopyMeg”—takes us
on an adventure into the “eighth continent” of the world's treetops, along her journey as a tree
scientist, and into climate action Welcome to the eighth continent! As a graduate student exploring
the rain forests of Australia, Meg Lowman realized that she couldn’t monitor her beloved leaves
using any of the usual methods. So she put together a climbing kit: she sewed a harness from an old
seat belt, gathered hundreds of feet of rope, and found a tool belt for her pencils and rulers. Up she
went, into the trees. Forty years later, Lowman remains one of the world’s foremost arbornauts,
known as the “real-life Lorax.” She planned one of the first treetop walkways and helps create more
of these bridges through the eighth continent all over the world. With a voice as infectious in its
enthusiasm as it is practical in its optimism, The Arbornaut chronicles Lowman’s irresistible story.
From climbing solo hundreds of feet into the air in Australia’s rainforests to measuring tree growth
in the northeastern United States, from searching the redwoods of the Pacific coast for new life to
studying leaf eaters in Scotland’s Highlands, from conducting a BioBlitz in Malaysia to conservation
planning in India and collaborating with priests to save Ethiopia’s last forests, Lowman launches us
into the life and work of a field scientist, ecologist, and conservationist. She offers hope, specific
plans, and recommendations for action; despite devastation across the world, through trees, we can
still make an immediate and lasting impact against climate change. A blend of memoir and fieldwork
account, The Arbornaut gives us the chance to live among scientists and travel the world—even in a
hot-air balloon! It is the engrossing, uplifting story of a nerdy tree climber—the only girl at the
science fair—who becomes a giant inspiration, a groundbreaking, ground-defying field biologist, and
a hero for trees everywhere. Includes black-and-white illustrations
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: Nice Is Just a Place in France Betches,
2013-03-12 LOOK, MAYBE YOU’RE A NICE GIRL, but we’re guessing you’re more like us or you
probably wouldn’t have picked up this book. Not that we have a problem with girls who are nice
people. But being nice is just not the way to get what you want. And this book is about getting what
you want. Not in like a finding happiness, giving back to the world, being grateful for what you have
sort of way. But in a ruling your world, being the most desired, powerful badass in the room way, so
you can come out on top of any situation: guys, career, friends, enemies, whatever. How does a
betch make that happen? Here are some highlights: DON’T BE EASY. DON’T BE POOR. DON’T BE
UGLY. We didn’t come up with these life lessons. We’re just the ones who wrote it all down. This is



not self-help. Self-help is for fat people and divorcées. This is how to deal with your problems when
you have no problems. You’re welcome.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: 'And I quote...' Elizabeth Knowles,
2018-09-13 Quotations are an essential part of the fabric of the language. In And I quote, Elizabeth
Knowles draws on her experience editing the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations and employs a wide
repertoire of examples, ranging from the classical canon to contemporary popular culture, to
illuminate just how and why we quote. Her investigation focuses on how we find, choose, and use
quotations in 21st century English, but it also leads her back in time to follow the journeys taken by
individual quotes, as their meaning changes subtly - and sometimes not so subtly - over the decades
and in many cases the centuries. In following the often-surprising stories of individual quotations, we
gain an understanding of how they establish themselves, and to what degree they can develop a life
independent of their original coinage. Everyone has their own quotations 'vocabulary', and each
reader of the book will think of further items that they would use and wish to explore, but the
journeys mapped here illuminate the many fascinating ways in which quotations have embedded
themselves in the language, from the earliest dictionaries of quotations to the online world we
experience today.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: Bitch? Please! Megan Munroe,
2011-03-21 Megan Munroe’s Bitch? Please! delivers a saucy communiqué empowering nice girls to
kick passivity to the curb and instead use the strength of inward kindness to shake the foundation of
the bitch’s empire. Bitch? Please! provides compelling answers to questions that nice girls often ask,
like: How do I handle confrontation with the bitch in the next cubicle? Why does the bitch always
seem to get what she wants? If being nice is a good thing, why do I feel like a doormat? From
practical how-to-succeed scenarios to laugh-out-loud lessons, this humorous yet poignant dialogue
has something for every woman. A unique mix of rhetoric, real-life revelations, quizzes, and food for
thought, this is the perfect road map for your journey to create a successful life in a nice-girl fashion.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: The Dictionary of Modern Proverbs
, 2012-05-22 Collects more than 1,400 English-language proverbs that arose in the 20th and 21st
centuries, organized alphabetically by key words and including information on date of origin, history
and meaning.
  who said well behaved women seldom make history: On This Day in History Sh!t Went
Down James Fell, 2023-10-10 The hilarious, irreverent guide to world history you never knew you
needed, featuring 366 profanity-filled tales of triumph and terror, science and stupidity, courage and
cowardice Those who cannot remember the past . . . need a history teacher who says “f*ck” a lot.
Nazis are bad. The worst kind of bad. There are no very fine people among them. If you disagree,
you won’t like this book. Still here? Cool. You are about to receive an education unlike any you’ve
previously experienced. In this uproarious and informative tour from ancient times to the modern
day and everything in between, James Fell, the self-proclaimed “sweary historian,” reveals a past
replete with deeds both noble and despicable. Throughout the book, he provides insightful analysis
of all the sh!t that went down. Behold! • In 1927, actress Mae West was sent to jail for “corrupting
the morals of youth” with her first Broadway play, titled Sex. She served the time and followed up
with a play about homosexuality. • In 1419, church reformers in Prague, vexed over their leader
having been burned at the stake, defenestrated city leaders from a high window. They died, because
those kinds of Czechs don’t bounce. • If you were in the province of Shaanxi in China on January 23,
1556, then it sucked to be you. It wasn’t the biggest earthquake ever, but it was the deadliest day in
history. • In 362 B.C.E., a battle between Greek city states debilitated both sides, making the region
ripe for conquering by Phillip of Macedon—aka Alex the Great’s dad—and spelling the end of Greek
democracy. • In 1343, the husband of noblewoman Jeanne de Clisson was unjustly executed by the
king of France. Furious, Jeanne became a pirate, selling all her possessions to fund a fleet and exact
revenge. • During World War II, three Dutch teens used their beauty to lure Nazis into the forest
with the promise of a good time, then out came the guns and BLAM! They sent them off to Nazi hell.
If reading history doesn’t make you want to swear like a mom with a red-wine hangover walking



barefoot through a LEGO-filled living room, then you’re not reading the right history. Across the
ages, over 100 billion humans have lived and died. Some were motivated by greed, others by
generosity. Many dedicated themselves to the art of killing, while others were focused on curing.
There have been grave mistakes, and moments of greatness. And that is why . . . sh!t happens. Every
day.
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