
who can make a special education referral
who can make a special education referral is a critical question for parents, educators, and
professionals involved in the education and care of children with disabilities. Identifying the right
individuals or entities authorized to request a special education evaluation ensures timely support
and tailored educational plans for students who need them. This process involves understanding
legal frameworks, school district policies, and the roles of various stakeholders such as teachers,
parents, and medical professionals. This article explores who can make a special education referral,
the procedures involved, and the importance of early identification. Additionally, it discusses the
rights of parents and the responsibilities of schools in managing referrals effectively. Understanding
these elements is essential for ensuring that children receive appropriate educational
accommodations and services. The following sections will guide readers through the key aspects of
special education referrals.

Who Can Initiate a Special Education Referral

Role of Parents and Guardians in Referrals

Educators and School Staff as Referral Sources

Medical and Allied Health Professionals’ Contributions

Referral Procedures and Legal Considerations

Common Signs That Trigger a Special Education Referral

Who Can Initiate a Special Education Referral
Determining who can make a special education referral is fundamental to the process of identifying
students who may require special education services. Generally, referrals can be made by a variety
of individuals who observe or suspect that a child has a disability impacting their educational
performance. This includes parents, teachers, school counselors, principals, and healthcare
providers. State and federal laws, such as the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), do
not limit referrals to only school personnel or parents, allowing flexibility to ensure no child who
needs services is overlooked. The referral is the first step toward a comprehensive evaluation to
determine eligibility for special education programs.

Authorized Individuals to Make Referrals
Special education referrals may be initiated by:

Parents or legal guardians who notice developmental or academic challenges

Teachers or school staff who observe learning difficulties or behavioral concerns



School psychologists or counselors who assess student needs

Medical or allied health professionals such as pediatricians, speech therapists, or occupational
therapists

Childcare providers or early intervention specialists working with young children

Each of these individuals plays a vital role in recognizing potential disabilities and ensuring that
students receive appropriate evaluations.

Role of Parents and Guardians in Referrals
Parents and guardians are often the primary advocates for their children and play a crucial role in
the special education referral process. They have the legal right under IDEA to request an evaluation
at any time if they believe their child has a disability. Their observations at home and knowledge of
the child's development can provide valuable insights that might not be evident in the school setting.
Schools are required to consider parental requests seriously and initiate the evaluation process in a
timely manner.

Parental Rights and Responsibilities
Parents should be informed about their rights to refer their child for special education evaluation.
These rights include:

Requesting an evaluation in writing or verbally to school officials

Receiving information about the evaluation process and timelines

Participating in meetings regarding the referral and evaluation

Providing consent before any formal evaluation begins

Accessing their child’s educational records and reports

Active parental involvement can help ensure that the referral process is comprehensive and that the
child’s needs are accurately identified.

Educators and School Staff as Referral Sources
Teachers and other school personnel frequently identify students who may require special education
services. Their daily interaction with students positions them to notice academic struggles, social-
emotional issues, or physical challenges that interfere with learning. Because educators are familiar
with expected developmental milestones and curriculum standards, they are often the first to
suggest a referral for special education evaluation.



Teacher Observations and Referral Procedures
When educators suspect a disability, they typically follow a structured protocol within the school to
initiate a referral. This often includes:

Documenting specific concerns and academic performance data1.

Implementing classroom interventions or accommodations2.

Requesting assistance from school specialists such as special educators or psychologists3.

Submitting a formal referral to the school’s special education team or committee4.

Schools have established timelines to respond to these referrals and to conduct evaluations if
appropriate, ensuring compliance with federal and state regulations.

Medical and Allied Health Professionals’ Contributions
Medical practitioners and allied health professionals play an important supporting role in the special
education referral process. While they may not directly initiate referrals within the school system,
their evaluations and diagnoses can prompt referrals or support existing concerns raised by parents
or educators. Professionals such as pediatricians, speech-language pathologists, occupational
therapists, and psychologists often identify developmental delays or disabilities that impact
educational performance.

How Health Professionals Influence Referrals
Medical and allied health providers contribute by:

Conducting developmental screenings and assessments

Providing documentation and reports that inform school evaluations

Recommending educational evaluations based on clinical findings

Collaborating with school personnel and families to support the referral process

Their expertise ensures that referrals are grounded in comprehensive clinical understanding,
enhancing the accuracy of eligibility determinations.

Referral Procedures and Legal Considerations
The special education referral process is governed by federal and state laws designed to protect the
rights of students and families while ensuring fair access to services. Once a referral is made,



schools must follow specific procedures to evaluate the student’s eligibility for special education
under IDEA. These procedures include timelines for evaluation, parental consent requirements, and
safeguards to prevent discrimination.

Key Steps in the Referral Process
The typical referral and evaluation process includes:

Receipt of the referral from an authorized individual1.

Notification to parents about the referral and their rights2.

Obtaining informed parental consent for evaluation3.

Conducting a multidisciplinary evaluation within designated timelines4.

Reviewing evaluation results to determine special education eligibility5.

Developing an Individualized Education Program (IEP) if the student qualifies6.

Understanding the legal framework surrounding referrals is essential for all parties to ensure
compliance and protect student rights.

Common Signs That Trigger a Special Education
Referral
Identifying when to make a special education referral can be challenging. Certain signs and
indicators often prompt educators, parents, or professionals to seek an evaluation. These signs may
vary depending on the student’s age and specific areas of need, but generally involve noticeable
delays or difficulties in learning, behavior, communication, or physical abilities.

Indicators Suggesting a Need for Referral

Consistent struggles with reading, writing, or math skills

Difficulty following instructions or completing tasks

Behavioral problems such as aggression, withdrawal, or inattentiveness

Speech or language delays impacting communication

Motor skill challenges affecting coordination or physical activities

Social-emotional difficulties interfering with peer relationships



Recognizing these signs early and understanding who can make a special education referral helps
ensure children receive timely and appropriate support tailored to their individual needs.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who can initiate a special education referral for a child?
Typically, parents, teachers, or other school staff can initiate a special education referral if they
suspect a child has a disability that affects learning.

Can a parent make a special education referral?
Yes, parents have the right to request a special education evaluation for their child if they believe
the child needs specialized instruction or services.

Are teachers allowed to make special education referrals?
Yes, teachers often observe students' learning challenges and can refer them for a special education
evaluation to determine eligibility for services.

Can a school counselor make a special education referral?
Yes, school counselors can identify students who may need special education services and can
initiate a referral for evaluation.

Is a doctor's referral required for special education
evaluation?
No, a doctor's referral is not required. Referrals are usually made by parents, teachers, or school
personnel based on educational concerns.

Can other school staff, like speech therapists, make a special
education referral?
Yes, related service providers such as speech therapists can recommend a referral if they observe
that a student may benefit from special education.

Does a student have the right to refer themselves for special
education evaluation?
Generally, students cannot refer themselves; referrals are made by parents or school personnel,
though older students can express concerns through parents or counselors.



What is the process after a special education referral is made?
After a referral, the school must obtain parental consent to conduct a comprehensive evaluation to
determine if the student qualifies for special education services.

Are there any restrictions on who can make a special
education referral?
No, anyone who has concerns about a student's learning or developmental progress can make a
referral, but the evaluation process requires parental consent.

Can community members or outside professionals make a
special education referral?
While community members or outside professionals can suggest that a child be evaluated, the
official referral usually must come from parents or school staff within the school system.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Special Education Referrals: A Guide for Parents and Educators
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the special education referral process, detailing who is
eligible to make referrals and the steps involved. It is designed to empower parents and teachers
with the knowledge needed to advocate effectively for children with special needs. The book also
covers legal rights and procedural safeguards to ensure appropriate educational support.

2. The Role of Teachers in Special Education Referrals
Focusing on educators, this resource explains how teachers identify and document concerns that
may lead to a special education referral. It highlights the importance of early intervention and
collaboration with specialists and families. The book includes practical strategies for monitoring
student progress and initiating the referral process responsibly.

3. Parents as Advocates: Initiating Special Education Referrals
This guide is dedicated to parents seeking to understand their role in referring their child for special
education evaluation. It clarifies common misconceptions about who can make referrals and
provides actionable advice on communicating with schools. The book also reviews how to navigate
meetings and assessments to ensure the child receives appropriate services.

4. School Psychologists and the Special Education Referral Process
Targeting school psychologists and related professionals, this title explores their critical role in
evaluating referrals and conducting assessments. It discusses collaborative approaches with
teachers, parents, and administrators to determine eligibility for special education. The book
emphasizes ethical considerations and best practices in evaluation.

5. Legal Perspectives on Special Education Referrals
This volume examines the legal frameworks governing who can make special education referrals,
including state and federal regulations. It provides insight into rights, responsibilities, and timelines
that affect the referral and evaluation process. Attorneys, educators, and parents will find this book
useful for understanding the legal context of special education services.



6. Collaborative Teams: Who Can Refer for Special Education?
Highlighting the importance of teamwork, this book discusses the roles of various school personnel,
including counselors, nurses, and administrators, in the referral process. It promotes a
multidisciplinary approach to identifying students who may need special education. Readers will
learn how effective communication among team members can ensure timely and appropriate
referrals.

7. The Referral Process Explained: A Handbook for School Administrators
Designed for school leaders, this handbook outlines policies and procedures related to special
education referrals. It clarifies who within a school can initiate referrals and how to support staff
and families through the process. The book also addresses challenges and solutions in managing
referrals to comply with educational standards.

8. Early Childhood Special Education Referrals: Who and How?
This book focuses on the referral process for young children, emphasizing the roles of early
childhood educators, pediatricians, and parents. It discusses developmental milestones and warning
signs that may trigger referrals. The resource also provides guidance on navigating the early
intervention system and preparing families for evaluations.

9. From Concern to Referral: Navigating the Special Education Process
Offering a step-by-step look at the journey from initial concern to formal referral, this title explains
who can initiate referrals and how to document student needs effectively. It includes case studies to
illustrate common scenarios and decision points. The book is intended for educators, parents, and
specialists seeking a clear understanding of the referral pathway.
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  who can make a special education referral: Brotherhood & Sisterhood: A Historical
Survey of Special Education Law in Macau, 1991-2014 Wen Ru Jia, 2023-01-01 With the society
developing, the legislators of education would naturally put more attention to special education in
order to protect the minority and those neglected. The history of special education mirrors the social
development of Macau, it is an important indicator of the status in Macau society, reflecting the
cultural quality at present and predicting the prospects in the future.
  who can make a special education referral: A Guide to School Services in Speech-Language
Pathology Trici Schraeder, Courtney Seidel, 2020-04-22 A Guide to School Services in
Speech-Language Pathology, Fourth Edition serves as a comprehensive textbook for school-based
speech-language pathology (SLP) courses and college students who are ready to embark on their
student teaching experiences. With its summaries of cutting-edge research, evidence-based clinical
approaches, workload solutions, and strategies for professionalism, the book is also a useful
resource for practicing, school-based SLPs. The text begins by providing a brief history of
school-based SLP services. It highlights the legal mandates set forth in the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Improvement Act; provides a review of the No Child Left Behind Act; offers
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new information about the Every Student Succeeds Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act; and
summarizes court cases that have influenced and shaped school services. Then, the text delves into a
description of service delivery models; provides valuable information about a workload analysis
approach to caseload standards in schools; offers examples of how to write IEPs that reflect
workload solutions; shares examples of implementation strategies; and offers concrete, real-life
workload success stories. In addition, this text provides practical strategies for using evidence-based
practice, proactive behavior management, conflict resolution, professional collaboration,
conferencing and counseling skills, cultural competencies, goal writing, informal assessment
procedures, and testing accommodations, including methods for conducting assessments for dual
language learners. The final chapter provides the evidence base for links between language, literacy,
and the achievement of school standards. This chapter is a must-read for every school SLP. New to
the Fourth Edition: * New coauthor, Courtney Seidel, MS, CCC-SLP. * Examples of how to write IEPs
that reflect workload. * Current court cases that have influenced school practice. * Information on
implementing the 3:1 Model of service delivery and other evidence-based workload solutions. *
Information on conducting assessments with dual language learners as well as evidence-based
clinical strategies for this growing population. * Strategies to combat compassion fatigue. *
Information about behavior management, conflict resolution, and mindfulness training. * Updated
tables of evidence-based clinical strategies related to each disorder type. * Updated references
throughout to reflect the current state of research. Key Features: * End of chapter summaries and
questions to refresh critical information and improve comprehension. * Related vocabulary at the
beginning of each chapter. * Real-life scenarios based on experiences from public school SLPs. *
Links to useful strategies, materials, and resources such as the ASHA workload calculator and free
Apps for intervention purposes. * An Oral Language Curriculum Standards Inventory (OLCSI) that
provides checklists of what students should know and be able to do at each grade level from Pre-K to
12th grade. The OLCSI is a must-have tool for every school-based SLP. * Information and strategies
about current topics such as Telepractice, children affected by the opioid crisis, assessment of dual
language learners, and much more! Disclaimer: Please note that ancillary content (such as
documents, audio, and video, etc.) may not be included as published in the original print version of
this book.
  who can make a special education referral: Education for All Handicapped Children,
1973-74 United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Labor and Public Welfare. Subcommittee
on the Handicapped, 1973
  who can make a special education referral: Teaching in Inclusive Classrooms Diane P.
Bryant, Deborah D. Smith, Brian R. Bryant, 2024-02-20 Teaching in Inclusive Classrooms guides
educators through inclusive education using the ADAPT framework. Packed with practical examples,
evidence-based practices, and hands-on strategies, the Third Edition empowers educators to
effectively teach students with disabilities in inclusive environments.
  who can make a special education referral: Encyclopedia of Diversity in Education James A.
Banks, 2012-05-17 The diversity education literature, both nationally and internationally, is broad
and diffuse. Consequently, there needs to be a systematic and logical way to organize and present
the state of research for students and professionals. American citizens need to understand the
dynamics of their increasingly diverse communities and institutions and the global world in which
we live, work, and lead. With continually evolving information on diversity policies, practices, and
programs, it is important to have one place where students, scholars, teachers, and policymakers
can examine and explore research, policy, and practice issues and find answers to important
questions about how diversity in U.S. education—enriched with theories, research and practices in
other nations—are explained and communicated, and how they affect institutional change at both
the K-12 and postsecondary levels. With about 700 signed entries with cross-references and
recommended readings, the Encyclopedia of Diversity in Education (4 volumes, in both print and
electronic formats) will present research and statistics, case studies, and best practices, policies,
and programs at pre- and postsecondary levels. Diversity is a worldwide phenomenon, and while



most of the entries in the Encyclopedia will focus on the United States, diversity issues and
developments in nations around the world, including the United States, are intricately connected.
Consequently, to illuminate the many aspects of diversity, this volume will contain entries from
different nations in the world in order to illuminate the myriad aspects of diversity. From A-to-Z, this
Encyclopedia will cover the full spectrum of diversity issues, including race, class, gender, religion,
language, exceptionality, and the global dimensions of diversity as they relate to education. This
four-volume reference work will be the definitive reference for diversity issues in education in the
United States and the world.
  who can make a special education referral: A Guide to School Services in Speech-Language
Pathology, Fifth Edition Trici Schraeder, Courtney Seidel, 2024-07-26 A Guide to School Services in
Speech-Language Pathology, Fifth Edition serves as a must read for school-based speech-language
pathologists (SLPs), college instructors, and students-in-training. The text begins by providing a
brief history of school-based SLP services. The foundations of school services are highlighted,
including the legal mandates set forth in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement
Act (IDEA); Every Student Succeeds Act, Americans with Disabilities Act; and landmark court cases
that have influenced school services – such as the 2023 Midthun-Hensen & Hensen v. GHC court
ruling regarding evidence-based practices. Pedagogical features include related vocabulary at the
beginning of each chapter to promote equity in comprehension, end of chapter summaries with
guiding questions to reinforce important information, facilitate class discussions, and enhance
understanding, concrete, real-life success stories from public school SLPs, and links to useful
strategies, materials, and resources. This comprehensive textbook addresses issues paramount to
school-based SLPs: Options to expand and diversify service delivery models Step-by-step instructions
to implement a workload analysis Examples of IEP goals that support flexible scheduling and
workload solutions Tables that describe evidence-based practices and provide links to the supportive
research Template for writing IEP goals that align with IDEA mandates Methods for assessing
multilingual language learners including dynamic, authentic, and criterion-referenced tools
Guidance for implementing proactive behavior management, conflict resolution, professional
collaboration, conferencing and counseling and cultural competencies Evidence bases that link
language, literacy, and the achievement of school standards New to the Fifth Edition: New content
regarding COVID-19 impacts and the expansion of telepractice Current references throughout that
reflect state-of-the-art research Updated evidence-based content for practices in the areas of: *
articulation and phonology * language and literacy * voice, feeding, and swallowing * augmentative
and alternative communication * social and cognitive aspects of communication * hearing
habilitation * general clinical strategies Modernized use of pronouns and terms that reflect our
diverse society Scenarios that promote reflection of neurodiverse practices Please note: Ancillary
content such as downloadable forms and checklists may not be included as in the original print
version of this book.
  who can make a special education referral: Encyclopedia of Cross-Cultural School
Psychology Caroline S. Clauss-Ehlers, 2010-02-18 With contributions from leading school
psychology practitioners, this encyclopedia provides a one-of-a-kind guide to cross-cultural school
psychology. Some 400 entries explore concepts, themes, and the latest research findings to answer
your questions in all aspects of the field. Moreover, the encyclopedia offers support at all levels of
primary and secondary education, from pre-K to 12th grade. Each entry offers a description of a
particular term, a bibliography, and additional readings. The editor is widely known for her
bi-weekly Spanish-language columns and her appearances on television and radio as a cross-cultural
expert.
  who can make a special education referral: The SAGE Handbook of African American
Education Linda C. Tillman, 2008-07-17 This Handbook received an honorable mention at the 2009
PROSE Awards. The PROSE Awards annually recognize the very best in professional and scholarly
publishing by bringing attention to distinguished books, journals, and electronic content in over 40
categories. This volume fills the tremendous void that currently exists in providing a much-needed



lens for cultural leadership and proficiency. The approach provides a wide divergence of
perspectives on African American forms of leadership in a variety of diverse leadership settings.
—Len Foster, Washington State University The SAGE Handbook of African American Education is a
unique, comprehensive collection of theoretical and empirical scholarship in six important areas:
historical perspectives, teaching and learning, PK–12 school leadership, higher education, current
issues, and education policy. The purpose of the Handbook is to articulate perspectives on issues
affecting the participation and leadership of African Americans in PK–12 and postsecondary
education. This volume also addresses historical and current issues affecting the education of
African Americans and discusses current and future school reform efforts that directly affect this
group. Key Features Promotes inquiry and development of questions, ideas, and dialogue about
critical practice, theory, and research on African Americans in the United States educational system
Makes significant contributions to the scholarship on African Americans in the broad context of U.S.
education and society Addresses the central question—in what ways do African Americans in
corporate, private, and public positions influence and shape educational policy that affects African
Americans? The SAGE Handbook of African American Education is a unique, comprehensive
collection of theoretical and empirical scholarship in six important areas: historical perspectives,
teaching and learning, Pre-K-12 school leadership, higher education, current issues, and education
policy. —TEACHERS OF COLOR A wise scientist once argued that to doubt everything or to believe
everything often results in the same solution set; both eliminate the need for reflection. This
handbook provides an intellectual space for those interested in true reflection on the human ecology
of the African American experience in schools, communities, and society. The /Handbook of African
American Education/ is a repository of information developed to advance the human service
professional. —William F. Tate IV, Washington University in St. Louis This handbook represents the
most comprehensive collection of research on African Americans in education to date. Its breadth
spans the historical, the political, institutional and community forces that have shaped educational
opportunities and attainment among African Americans. The review of extant research on a range of
topics from the role of culture and identity in learning, teacher preparation, educational leadership,
to higher education and educational policy is far-reaching and cutting edge. This volume has historic
significance and will become a classic collection on African American education for scholars and
practitioners alike. —Carol D. Lee, Professor, Northwestern University Vice-President, Division G,
American Educational Research Association This handbook is needed as a basic reference for
professors and graduate students conducting research on the education of Blacks in America.
—Frank Brown, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
  who can make a special education referral: A Practical Approach to Special Education
Administration James B. Earley, Robert J. McArdle, 2022-06-21 The goal of the authors is to share
what they have learned as veteran special education administrators to assist those in the job or
looking to move into the job. The comprehensiveness and complexities of the position can be and are
at times overwhelming. Throughout their careers the authors made mistakes, and this book with its
short chapters and conversational tone provides insight into decision-making and
relationship-building. Included are tips like face-to-face interactions and classroom visitations are
essential in assisting staff, students, and building principals; and topics such as the importance of
parents in the process, the significance of confidentiality, due process, program development, and
working with advocates. This book is a critical tool in the special education administrator's box, and
provides practical and friendly advice for a difficult job--
  who can make a special education referral: The Preemie Parents' Companion Susan L.
Madden, 2000-08-30 “This book helps parents to meet the high needs of the premature baby and
thereby enjoy the unique rewards of this special type of parenting.” —from the foreword by William
Sears, M.D. author of The Birth Book and The Baby Book A comprehensive guide for parents of
preemies, from birth and care in the NICU, to how to hold a preemie, deal with feeding issues,
growth, health, learning and development. Includes real life stories from parents of preemies and
lots of day to day tips.



  who can make a special education referral: Response to Intervention Rachel Brown-Chidsey,
Mark W. Steege, 2011-06-15 This bestselling work provides practitioners with a complete guide to
implementing response to intervention (RTI) in schools. The authors are leading experts who explain
the main components of RTI--high-quality instruction, frequent assessment, and data-based decision
making--and show how to use it to foster positive academic and behavioral outcomes for all students.
Implementation procedures are described in step-by-step detail. In a large-size format to facilitate
photocopying, the book includes reproducible planning and implementation worksheets. The
companion website features an accompanying PowerPoint presentation for use in RTI training. New
to this Edition *Includes extensive new research that reflects the increasing adoption of RTI
nationwide. *Expanded to include behavioral interventions. *Chapter on effective instructional
practices for general education. *Chapter on implementation at the whole-school and district levels.
*Chapter featuring multiple intervention case studies. See also Assessment for Intervention, Second
Edition, which details a wide range of assessment procedures ideal for implementation in an RTI
framework. This book is in The Guilford Practical Intervention in the Schools Series, edited by
Sandra M. Chafouleas.
  who can make a special education referral: Supporting English Learners in the
Classroom Eric M. Haas, Julie Esparza Brown, 2019-05-03 This resource offers educators
evidence-based best practices to help them address the individual needs of English learners with
academic challenges and those who have been referred for special education services. The authors
include guidance and specific tools to help districts, schools, and classrooms use multi-tiered
systems of support (MTSS) and other interventions.
  who can make a special education referral: Fundamentals of Audiology for the
Speech-Language Pathologist Deborah R. Welling, Carol A. Ukstins, 2017-09-06 Fundamentals of
Audiology for the Speech-Language Pathologist, Second Edition is specifically written for the
speech-language pathologist working with hearing impaired populations. This accessible text
incorporates the expertise of audiologists along with the knowledge and experience of
speech-language pathologists. The theories and training of both disciplines are combined in order to
facilitate the practical application of foundational audiological information into speech-language
pathology practice.
  who can make a special education referral: Creating Effective IEPs Nancy Burton,
2017-06-22 Creating Effective IEPs: A Guide to Developing, Writing, and Implementing Plans for
Teachers is a brief primer on Individualized Education Plans that provides practical instruction for
writing IEPs, leading IEP meetings, and implementing the goals in a classroom setting. Those who
are new to the IEP process will gain a clear and working knowledge of each component of the
process from pre-referral to implementation. Each step is presented as a part of a journey that each
student who has an IEP must travel and addresses many of the issues and concerns that both
pre-service and novice teachers encounter. Practical exercises, lesson development tools, and
real-world appendices help make the material accessible for students preparing to enter the
workforce.
  who can make a special education referral: Response to Intervention and Continuous
School Improvement Victoria Bernhardt, Connie Hebert, 2014-01-09 Ensure the success of your
school and improve the learning of all students by implementing Response to Intervention (RTI) as
part of a continuous school improvement (CSI) process. This book shows you how to get your entire
staff working together to design, implement, and evaluate a schoolwide prevention system. With
specific examples, CSI experts Victoria Bernhardt and Connie L. Hebert demonstrate each step of
the RTI process as it relates to continuous school improvement. By applying effective RTI strategies
in your classrooms, you'll put your school on a path toward continuous improvement. The strategies
in this book will help administrators, teachers, book study groups, and other educators use RTI to
achieve their CSI goals!
  who can make a special education referral: Language Disorders from Infancy Through
Adolescence - E-Book Rhea Paul, Courtenay Norbury, 2012-01-14 Language Disorders from



Infancy Through Adolescence, 4th Edition is the go-to text for all the information you need to
properly assess childhood language disorders and provide appropriate treatment. This core resource
spans the entire developmental period through adolescence, and uses a descriptive-developmental
approach to present basic concepts and vocabulary, an overview of key issues and controversies, the
scope of communicative difficulties that make up child language disorders, and information on how
language pathologists approach the assessment and intervention processes. This new edition also
features significant updates in research, trends, instruction best practices, and social skills
assessment. Comprehensive text covers the entire developmental period through adolescence.
Clinical application focus featuring case studies, clinical vignettes, and suggested projects helps you
apply concepts to professional practice. Straightforward, conversational writing style makes this
book easy to read and understand. More than 230 tables and boxes summarize important
information such as dialogue examples, sample assessment plans, assessment and intervention
principles, activities, and sample transcripts. UNIQUE! Practice exercises with sample transcripts
allow you to apply different methods of analysis. UNIQUE! Helpful study guides at the end of each
chapter help you review and apply what you have learned. Versatile text is perfect for a variety of
language disorder courses, and serves as a great reference tool for professional practitioners. Highly
regarded lead author Rhea Paul lends her expertise in diagnosing and managing pediatric language
disorders. Communication development milestones are printed on the inside front cover for quick
access. Chapter objectives summarize what you can expect to learn in each chapter. Updated
content features the latest research, theories, trends and techniques in the field. Information on
autism incorporated throughout the text Best practices in preliteracy and literacy instruction The
role of the speech-language pathologist on school literacy teams and in response to intervention
New reference sources Student/Professional Resources on Evolve include an image bank, video
clips, and references linked to PubMed.
  who can make a special education referral: Brief Reference of Student Disabilities Lee
Brattland Nielsen, 2008-08-27 This updated edition provides information about common
exceptionalities, ADHD and bipolar disorder, legal considerations, and discussions on postsecondary
transition, NCLB, and the reauthorization of IDEA 2004.
  who can make a special education referral: Descriptive Inquiry in Teacher Practice Cara E.
Furman, Cecelia E. Traugh, 2021 What does it mean to teach for human dignity? How does one do
so? This practical book shows how the leaders at four urban public schools used a process called
Descriptive Inquiry to create democratic schools that promote and protect human dignity. The
authors argue that teachers must attend to who a child is and find a way to create classrooms that
allow everyone to feel safe and express ideas. Responding to the perennial question of how to
cultivate teachers, they offer an approach that attends to both ethical development and instructional
methods. They also provide a way forward for school leaders seeking to listen to, and provide
guidance for, their staff. At its core, Descriptive Inquiry in Teacher Practice champions a
commitment to schools as places in which children, teachers, and leaders can learn how to live and
work well together. Book Features: 679;;Illustrates how to take an inquiry stance toward the difficult
issues that educators face every day. 679;;Examines how themes regularly addressed in foundations
can be used to improve schools. 679;;Includes engaging portraits of progressive urban schools that
showcase the qualities of the leaders that guide them. 679;;Demonstrates the power of a progressive
and humanistic education for children of color and for those from lower-income backgrounds.
  who can make a special education referral: Inclusive Educational Administration Mary
Konya Weishaar, Phillip M. Weishaar, John C. Borsa, 2014-01-30 The belief that regular and special
education administrators should work together to create and maintain successful education
programs for all students is not new, nor is the assumption that administrator preparation programs
should foster the development of an inclusive approach—yet this critical educational partnership has
not reached its full potential. Despite the lack of agreement within the federal legislative branch on
exactly what should be changed within our education system, some promising points of consensus
have emerged: competitive grants, college and career readiness, multi-tiered systems of support,



common core standards, a rewards-based (rather than punitive) system for school improvement, the
critical role of effective teachers and principals, increased school choice options, and evidence-based
learning strategies, particularly in high-need schools. The third edition stresses the importance of
these key points. Each chapter features case studies that simulate real-life situations readers are
likely to encounter in their careers as administrators. Within the safety of the classroom, they will
rehearse controversial scenarios involving inclusive school governance, school reform, identification
and placement, conflict resolution, program evaluation, fiscal issues, transportation, and discipline.
Enhanced practice situations and role-play exercises emphasize the special education
administrator’s role in resolving difficult situations. The case-study approach is an effective learning
tool for aspiring special and regular education administrators and instructors alike, fostering
enthusiastic classroom discussion and critical thinking about potential solutions to today’s complex
problems in inclusive educational administration.
  who can make a special education referral: Handbook of Response to Intervention and
Multi-Tiered Systems of Support Paige C. Pullen, Michael J. Kennedy, 2018-10-04 Of the many issues
facing special education (and general education) today, it is difficult to imagine one more important
or timely than response to intervention (RTI). Almost overnight RTI has become standard practice
across the nation. Unfortunately, RTI remains ill-defined, falls far short of its evidence-based
practice goal, is almost invariably misused, and often results in more harm than good. Nevertheless,
as a conceptual framework RTI has great potential for ensuring that students with disabilities
receive appropriate, evidence-based instruction. The mission of this handbook is to present a
comprehensive and integrated discussion of response to intervention (RTI) and its relation to
multi-tiered systems of support (MTSS) in both special education and general education. Although
the two terms are currently used interchangeably, distinct differences exist between them.
Therefore, chapters are dedicated to distinguishing the two concepts—RTI and MTSS—and
describing each one’s unique role in both general and special education. In addition, the authors
recommend a third term, Multi-Tiered Instruction, to differentiate the practices related to the
purpose of the specific intervention.
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