
who invented dry cleaning method for
clothing
who invented dry cleaning method for clothing is a question that traces back to the
early 19th century, marking the beginning of a significant advancement in garment care.
Dry cleaning, a process that uses chemical solvents instead of water to clean clothes,
revolutionized the way delicate fabrics and intricate garments were maintained. This
method offers an effective alternative to traditional washing, especially for materials prone
to damage or shrinkage when exposed to water. Understanding the origins of dry cleaning
helps appreciate the innovation that shaped modern garment maintenance. This article
explores the inventor behind this method, the historical context, the evolution of dry
cleaning techniques, and its impact on the textile industry. It also discusses the chemical
solvents initially used and how dry cleaning has advanced to meet contemporary
environmental and safety standards.
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The Origins of Dry Cleaning
The concept of cleaning fabrics without water dates back centuries, with various cultures
utilizing solvents like turpentine and petroleum-based substances to remove stains from
delicate textiles. Before the invention of modern dry cleaning, hand washing with water was
the primary method for cleaning clothes, which posed risks to fragile fabrics such as silk,
wool, and velvet. The need for a gentler cleaning method that preserved the integrity and
appearance of expensive garments led to experimentation with chemical solvents. This
early pursuit set the foundation for the invention of the dry cleaning method for clothing.

The Inventor: Jean Baptiste Jolly
Jean Baptiste Jolly, a French dye-works owner, is widely credited as the inventor of the dry
cleaning method for clothing. In 1825, Jolly observed that a chandelier maid accidentally
spilled kerosene on a tablecloth, which surprisingly removed stains without damaging the
fabric. This observation inspired Jolly to develop a systematic approach to cleaning clothes
using petroleum-based solvents. He named his process "nettoyage à sec," which translates
to "dry cleaning" in English. Jolly's innovation marked a turning point in garment care, as it



introduced a method that could efficiently clean fabrics without the use of water, thereby
preserving their quality and lifespan.

Jean Baptiste Jolly’s Contributions
Jolly’s contributions extended beyond merely discovering the solvent method; he was
instrumental in promoting and commercializing dry cleaning as a service. He opened one of
the first dry cleaning shops in Paris, setting a precedent for the industry. His pioneering
work laid the groundwork for future innovations in solvent types and cleaning machinery,
transforming dry cleaning from a curious experiment into a viable commercial enterprise.

Early Dry Cleaning Techniques and Solvents
Following Jolly’s initial discovery, early dry cleaning techniques primarily involved the use of
petroleum-based solvents such as kerosene and gasoline. These solvents effectively
dissolved oils and fats that water-based cleaning could not remove. However, these
solvents were highly flammable and posed significant safety risks.

Common Early Solvents

Kerosene: One of the first solvents used, appreciated for its cleaning power but
noted for its flammability.

Gasoline: Used due to its solvent properties but later discontinued for safety reasons.

Carbon Tetrachloride: Introduced later for its non-flammable properties, though it
presented health hazards.

Perchloroethylene (PERC): Became the industry standard solvent due to its
effectiveness and lower flammability.

The transition between solvents reflected ongoing efforts to balance cleaning efficiency,
fabric safety, and operator health. Early machines consisted of hand-operated drums where
garments were soaked in solvents, followed by drying and ventilation phases.

Evolution and Modernization of Dry Cleaning
Since its invention, the dry cleaning process has undergone significant evolution to
enhance safety, environmental sustainability, and cleaning effectiveness. The 20th century
saw the introduction of mechanical dry cleaning machines that automated and
standardized the process. These machines facilitated controlled solvent use, reducing risks
associated with flammable liquids.



Advancements in Dry Cleaning Technology

Introduction of Closed-Loop Systems: These systems recycle solvents, minimizing
emissions and waste.

Shift to Safer Solvents: Modern dry cleaning often uses perchloroethylene or
alternative solvents like silicone-based or liquid CO2 cleaning to reduce environmental
impact.

Environmental Regulations: Stricter laws have prompted the industry to adopt eco-
friendly practices and solvent recovery technologies.

Improved Fabric Care: Technological advancements have enabled gentle cleaning
cycles tailored to various fabric types.

These improvements reflect ongoing responses to health concerns, environmental
challenges, and consumer demand for high-quality garment care.

Impact on the Textile and Fashion Industries
The invention and development of the dry cleaning method for clothing have had profound
effects on the textile and fashion industries. Dry cleaning has enabled the widespread use
of delicate fabrics and intricate designs that would otherwise be impractical to maintain
through conventional washing. It has supported the preservation of high-end fashion
garments, theatrical costumes, and antique textiles.

Benefits to Textile Care and Longevity

Preservation of Fabric Integrity: Dry cleaning prevents shrinkage, distortion, and
color fading common with water washing.

Removal of Oil-Based Stains: Effective in treating stains that are resistant to water-
based detergents.

Extended Garment Life: Gentle cleaning methods contribute to maintaining fabric
strength and appearance.

Convenience and Efficiency: Professional dry cleaning services offer time-saving
solutions for busy consumers.

The dry cleaning method remains a critical component of garment care, ensuring that
clothing maintains its value and aesthetic appeal over time.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who invented the dry cleaning method for clothing?
Jean Baptiste Jolly, a French dye-works owner, is credited with inventing the dry cleaning
method in the mid-19th century.

When was the dry cleaning method for clothing
invented?
The dry cleaning method was invented in the 1850s.

What inspired Jean Baptiste Jolly to invent dry cleaning?
Jean Baptiste Jolly noticed that a lamp’s spilled kerosene dissolved a stain on a tablecloth,
inspiring him to develop a cleaning process using solvents instead of water.

What solvent was originally used in the first dry
cleaning methods?
The original dry cleaning methods used petroleum-based solvents like gasoline.

How has the dry cleaning method evolved since its
invention?
Since its invention, dry cleaning has evolved to use safer, less flammable solvents like
perchloroethylene and more environmentally friendly alternatives.

Why was dry cleaning invented instead of traditional
washing?
Dry cleaning was invented to clean delicate fabrics that could be damaged by water and
traditional washing methods.

Is Jean Baptiste Jolly recognized as the sole inventor of
dry cleaning?
While Jean Baptiste Jolly is often credited, the development of dry cleaning involved
contributions from various inventors over time.

What impact did the invention of dry cleaning have on
the clothing industry?
The invention of dry cleaning allowed for the maintenance and cleaning of delicate and
expensive garments, greatly benefiting fashion and textile care.



Are modern dry cleaning methods still based on Jean
Baptiste Jolly's original invention?
Yes, modern dry cleaning methods are based on the principle of using chemical solvents
instead of water, a concept introduced by Jean Baptiste Jolly.

Additional Resources
1. The Origins of Dry Cleaning: A Historical Perspective
This book delves into the early history of dry cleaning, tracing its origins back to the 19th
century. It highlights the key inventors and pioneers who developed the first effective
methods for cleaning clothes without water. Readers will gain an understanding of how dry
cleaning evolved from rudimentary techniques to the sophisticated processes used today.

2. Solvents and Innovations: The Chemistry Behind Dry Cleaning
Focusing on the scientific breakthroughs that made dry cleaning possible, this book
explores the chemical solvents and innovations introduced by inventors. It discusses the
transition from early flammable solvents to safer, more efficient alternatives. The book also
covers the impact of these developments on the clothing care industry.

3. Jean Baptiste Jolly and the Birth of Dry Cleaning
This biography centers on Jean Baptiste Jolly, the French dye-works owner credited with
inventing the first dry cleaning method. It details his discovery that kerosene could clean
fabrics without water, leading to the creation of the first dry cleaning business. The
narrative provides insight into the challenges and successes Jolly faced in popularizing this
new technique.

4. From Kerosene to Perchloroethylene: Evolution of Dry Cleaning Solvents
This book chronicles the progression of solvents used in dry cleaning, beginning with
kerosene and moving through to modern chemical solutions like perchloroethylene. It
discusses the safety, environmental, and efficiency aspects of each solvent and how these
factors influenced the industry's development.

5. The Dry Cleaner's Handbook: History and Techniques
Combining historical context with practical information, this handbook covers the invention
of dry cleaning and the various methods that have been used throughout the years. It
provides technical details on machinery, solvents, and garment care, making it a valuable
resource for both professionals and enthusiasts interested in the craft.

6. Cleaning Clothes Without Water: The Story of Dry Cleaning
This book tells the story of how dry cleaning revolutionized garment care by eliminating the
need for water in cleaning processes. It highlights pioneering individuals and technological
milestones that shaped the industry. Readers will learn about the social and economic
impact of dry cleaning on fashion and laundry services.

7. Inventors and Innovators in Textile Care
A broader look at the inventors who transformed textile care, this book includes a dedicated
section on the inventors of dry cleaning methods. It places dry cleaning within the larger
narrative of clothing maintenance innovations, showcasing how these inventions improved



fabric longevity and hygiene.

8. Dry Cleaning: A Technological and Cultural History
Examining both the technological advancements and cultural shifts associated with dry
cleaning, this book explores how the invention influenced clothing habits and fashion
trends. It discusses the acceptance of dry cleaning in various societies and the role
inventors played in its development.

9. The Science and Practice of Dry Cleaning: From Invention to Industry
This comprehensive text covers the scientific principles behind dry cleaning, the history of
its invention, and how it grew into a global industry. Detailed chapters focus on the
inventors, the evolution of machinery and solvents, and the environmental considerations
that shape modern dry cleaning practices.
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Foster, 1918
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: America's Munitions 1917-1918 United
States. War Department, Benedict Crowell, 2023-10-27 In 'America's Munitions 1917-1918,' readers
are presented with a detailed and comprehensive exploration of the United States' logistical and
manufacturing efforts during World War I. The collection meticulously documents the transition of
American industry from peacetime to a wartime economy, showcasing a remarkable array of literary
styles, from reports and letters to technical descriptions, which together illuminate the significant
and complex contribution of the United States to the Allied victory. The anthology stands out for its
thorough examination of both the technological innovations and the bureaucratic challenges faced,
shedding light on an often-overlooked aspect of military history. The contributions of the United
States War Department, under the stewardship of Assistant Secretary of War Benedict Crowell,
reveals an intricate tapestry of collaboration between government officials, industry leaders, and
military personnel. This collection aligns with historical narratives on World War I but delves deeper
into the logistical marvels and the strategic planning that powered the American war effort, thereby
offering a unique lens through which to view the conflict. The diverse backgrounds of the
contributors, ranging from military strategists to industrial magnates, collectively enhance the
anthology's exploration of America's wartime mobilization and its repercussions. This anthology is
recommended for anyone interested in the intricacies of war logistics, the history of technological
innovation in warfare, or the broader socio-economic impact of World War I on the United States. It
provides readers with a unique opportunity to delve into the depths of America's industrial and
military prowess during a pivotal moment in world history. Through its comprehensive coverage and
diverse perspectives, 'America's Munitions 1917-1918' fosters a deeper understanding of the war
and its aftermath, making it an invaluable resource for both scholars and enthusiasts of military
history.
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Cleaning Emery E. La Duke, 1912 This attractive manual combines illustrations of men, women,
and children in clothing of various styles and fabrics with cleaning instructions--To French Dry Clean
Plumes and Feathers, To French Dry Clean Ink Stains on Silk and Wool--As well as information about
the cleaning products themselves (turpentine, petroleum, borax, etc.).
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: Canadian Colorist and Textile Processor
, 1927
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: America's Munitions 1917-1918 United
States. War Department, 1919
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: Care and Maintenance of Textile
Products Including Apparel and Protective Clothing Rajkishore Nayak, Saminathan
Ratnapandian, 2018-03-08 Proper care and maintenance of textile materials is essential in
prolonging their durability and appearance. This books describes methods of care and maintenance
for textile products, focusing on types of laundering and dry-cleaning processes, chemicals, and
equipment, while considering the environmental impacts of these procedures and green cleaning
approaches. It details care labelling of garments, including electronic care labelling and instructions
for different specialty textiles. Factors such as pilling, abrasion, snagging, color fading, and
dimensional change are discussed. This book also emphasizes care and maintenance of textiles used
for protection from fire, bullets, cold weather, and chemicals.
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: Why'd They Wear That? Sarah Albee, 2015
A narrative chronicle of fashion through the ages describes the outrageous, politically perilous, and
life-threatening creations people have worn in different historical eras, from spats and togas to hoop
skirts and hair shirts.
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: Journal of the Society of Chemical Industry
Society of Chemical Industry (Great Britain), 1925 Includes list of members, 1882-1902, proceedings
of the annual meetings and various supplements.
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: World Clothing and Fashion Mary Ellen
Snodgrass, 2015-03-17 Taking a global, multicultural, social, and economic perspective, this work
explores the diverse and colourful history of human attire. From prehistoric times to the age of
globalization, articles cover the evolution of clothing utility, style, production, and commerce,
including accessories (shoes, hats, gloves, handbags, and jewellery) for men, women, and children.
Dress for different climates, occupations, recreational activities, religious observances, rites of
passages, and other human needs and purposes - from hunting and warfare to sports and space
exploration - are examined in depth and detail. Fashion and design trends in diverse historical
periods, regions and countries, and social and ethnic groups constitute a major area of coverage, as
does the evolution of materials (from animal fur to textiles to synthetic fabrics) and production
methods (from sewing and weaving to industrial manufacturing and computer-aided design). Dress
as a reflection of social status, intellectual and artistic trends, economic conditions, cultural
exchange, and modern media marketing are recurring themes. Influential figures and institutions in
fashion design, industry and manufacturing, retail sales, production technologies, and related fields
are also covered.
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: Department of the Army Historical
Summary Center of Military History, 1979
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: Going Global: the Textile and Apparel
Industry Elena Karpova, Grace I. Kunz, Myrna B. Garner, 2021-02-25 Part one. Embarking on a
global adventure -- Introduction to globalization -- Consumers, consumption, and well-being -- Textile
and apparel supply matrix -- Sustainability in textile and apparel industries -- Part two. The global
supply chain -- Textile and apparel trade: barriers, regulations, and politics -- Illegal and unethical
trade activity -- Selecting locations for global sourcing -- Selecting vendors for global sourcing -- Part
three. Trading partners -- Europe and the European Union -- The Americas and the Caribbean Basin
-- Asia and Oceania -- The Middle East and Africa.
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: The Military Surgeon , 1923



  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: Proceedings Society of Chemical Industry
(Great Britain). Chemical Engineering Group, 1926
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: Department of the Army Historical
Summary Center of Military History, 1972
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: Chlorinated Solvents Robert D Morrison,
Brian L Murphy, 2015-11-09 Environmental forensics is emerging and evolving into a recognized
scientific discipline with numerous applications, especially regarding chlorinated solvents. This
unique book provides the reader with a concise compilation of information regarding the use of
environmental forensic techniques for age dating and identification of the source of a chlorinated
solvent release. Concentrating on the five commonly encountered chlorinated solvents
(perchloroethylene, trichloroethylene, methyl chloroform, carbon tetrachloride and CFC-113),
forensic opportunities applicable to each are presented including the use of stabilizers,
manufacturing impurities, surrogate chemicals and physical measurements and degradation
products as diagnostic indicators. Detailed historical chronology of the applications of the solvents
and specific chapters devoted to dry cleaning and vapor degreasing equipment are included as are
generic forensic approaches. Forming a basis for further ideas in the evolution of environmental
forensic techniques, Chlorinated Solvents will be an indispensable reference tool for researchers,
regulators and analysts in the field.
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: Textiles Fiona McDonald, 2012-02-02 A
fascinating and accessible history of textiles, including the key personalities and inventions which
revolutionized the industry, together with the East End workshops and the creation of artificial
materials such as rayon. Textile expert, Fiona McDonald, includes tips on the care and repair of
materials and advice on whats worth collecting and the best materials to wear, as well as safe
cleaning, tips on collecting.In addition to a handy glossary of textile terms, there is an A-Z of
different textiles, full of interesting facts did you know that velvet was originally made from silk and
its name derives from the Latin word, vellus, meaning fleece, or that cabbage was the term used in
the rag trade to refer to the extra outfits clever cutters created and sold off the books by careful
placement of the pattern. A fascinating and often surprising subject area explored at an accessible
but informative level.Did you know? Peau de Soie is a heavy satin which was used for wedding
dresses at the turn of the last century. The word satin is derived from Zaytoun, an area of China
where it was first made We have lost many evocative names for colors over the years, including
bouffon (darker than eau de nil) cendre de rose (gray with pink nuances), dust of Paris (ecru),
esterhazy (silver-gray), flys wing (graphite) and terre dEgypt (rust)
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: The Humanity Archive Jermaine Fowler,
2023-02-28 This sweeping survey of Black history shows how Black humanity has been erased and
how its recovery can save the humanity of us all. Using history as a foundation, The Humanity
Archive uses storytelling techniques to make history come alive and uncover the truth behind
America's whitewashed history. The Humanity Archive focuses on the overlooked narratives in the
pages of the past. Challenging dominant perspectives, author Jermaine Fowler goes outside the
textbooks to find recognizably human stories. Connecting current issues with the heroic struggles of
those who have come before us, Fowler brings hidden history to light. Praise for The Humanity
Archive: From the African Slave Trade to Seneca Village to Biddy Mason and more, The Humanity
Archive is a very enriching read on the history of Blackness around the world. I was hooked by
Fowler's storytelling and would recommend others who want to pore over a book that outlines
critical moments in history—without putting you to sleep. — Philip Lewis, Senior Editor, HuffPost
Fowler sees historical storytelling and the sharing of knowledge as a vocation and a means of
fostering empathy and understanding between cultures. A deft storyteller with a sonorous voice,
Fowler's passion for his material is palpable as he unfurls the hidden histories. — Vanity Fair Born in
Louisville, Kentucky, Jermaine Fowler is a storyteller and self-proclaimed intellectual adventurer
who spent his youth seeking knowledge on the shelves of his local free public library. Between
research and lecturing, he is the host of the top-rated history podcast, The Humanity Archive,



praised as a must-listen by Vanity Fair. Challenging dominant perspectives, Fowler goes outside the
textbooks to find recognizably human stories. Connecting current issues with the heroic struggles of
those who've come before us, he brings hidden history to light and makes it powerfully relevant.
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: ...But You Can't Enslave My Thinking...
Jaye Swift, 2010-11-30 I am an African American male who has had to deal with the racism and
prejudice in this country, so the history that we were deprived of as children is where my expertise
lies. There are hundreds of facts and events that are very important to the enrichment and growth of
the black nation. We've come very far without knowing our history; imagine, if we were grounded in
our roots, how far we'd be. You can handcuff my wrists, you can shackle my feet, you can bind me in
your chains, you can throw me in your deepest darkest dungeon ... but you can't enslave my
thinking, for it is free like the wind. Jaye Swift has sold over 40,000 CDs on the streets by himself.
His music is the epitome of hip hop, and his name has been recognized by some of the greatest in
music. His credibility in music is flawless, and he has refused to record with mindless artists who
have no substance or integrity. It is only to his credit that But You Can't Enslave My Thinking has
been written with the same impeccable consistency and wisdom. It's designed to enlighten the minds
of non-African Americans and enrich the lives of all African Americans.
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: The Quartermaster Corps United States.
Army. Quartermaster Corps, Erna Risch, 1955
  who invented dry cleaning method for clothing: The Dictionary of Fashion History Valerie
Cumming, C. W. Cunnington, P. E. Cunnington, 2010-09-01 - What is an earthquake gown? - Who
wore eelskin masher trousers? - What did the word dudes mean in the 16th century? A Dictionary of
English Costume by C. Willett Cunnington, Phillis Cunnington and Charles Beard was originally
published in 1960. A monumental achievement and encyclopaedic in scope, it was a comprehensive
catalogue of fashion terms from the mid-medieval period up to 1900. It was reissued and updated
several times, for the last time in 1976. For decades it has served as a bible for costume historians.
The Dictionary of Fashion History completely updates and supplements the Cunningtons' landmark
work to bring it up to the present day. Featuring additional terms and revised definitions, this new
edition represents an essential reference for costume historians, students of fashion history, or
anyone involved in creating period costume for the theatre, film or television. It also is fascinating
reading for those simply interested in the subject. Clear, concise, and meticulous in detail, this
essential reference answers countless questions relating to the history of dress and adornment and
promises to be a definitive guide for generations to come.
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Basic Calculator   Use this basic calculator online for math with addition, subtraction, division and
multiplication. The calculator includes functions for square root, percentage, pi, exponents,
2 + 2 = 5 - Wikipedia 2 + 2 = 5 or two plus two equals five is a mathematical falsehood which is
used as an example of a simple logical error that is obvious to anyone familiar with basic arithmetic
View question - what is 2 plus 5 - Web 2.0 scientific calculator It is 7. 5+2=7. :) Free Online
Scientific Notation Calculator. Solve advanced problems in Physics, Mathematics and Engineering.
Math Expression Renderer, Plots, Unit Converter, Equation
Solve - Step-by-Step Math Problem Solver QuickMath will automatically answer the most
common problems in algebra, equations and calculus faced by high-school and college students. The
algebra section allows you to expand,
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