
who is considered the worst person in history
who is considered the worst person in history is a question that has intrigued historians,
scholars, and the general public for centuries. This query involves assessing the impact of
individuals whose actions have led to immense suffering, destruction, or moral depravity.
Determining the worst person in history is complex due to the varying contexts, ideologies, and
scales of harm involved. This article explores notable figures often labeled as the worst in history
based on their actions, motivations, and consequences. It also examines the criteria used to evaluate
such individuals and the historical debates surrounding their legacies. The following sections
provide a comprehensive overview of infamous personalities, the atrocities they committed, and the
ethical considerations in judging historical figures.

Criteria for Evaluating the Worst Person in History

Notorious Historical Figures Commonly Considered the Worst

Impact of Actions and Legacy

Ethical and Philosophical Considerations in Judgment

Conclusion on Historical Judgment and Memory

Criteria for Evaluating the Worst Person in History
Determining who is considered the worst person in history requires clear criteria to objectively
assess the severity of an individual's actions. Scholars and historians often consider the scale of
harm, intent, and lasting impact when evaluating such figures. These criteria help contextualize the
moral and societal implications of their deeds across different time periods and cultures.

Scale of Harm and Victim Count
One of the primary factors in judging the worst individuals is the scale of harm they caused. This
includes the number of lives lost, the extent of suffering inflicted, and the damage to societies or
civilizations. Historical figures responsible for mass genocide, widespread oppression, or
catastrophic wars are frequently cited under this criterion.

Intent and Motivation
The intent behind actions is crucial in evaluating the moral weight of historical figures. Those who
acted with deliberate cruelty, hatred, or for personal gain at the expense of human dignity are often
regarded more harshly. Examining motives such as ideological extremism, greed, or sadism provides
insight into their character and decisions.



Lasting Impact on Society and History
Another important criterion is the enduring effect of a person’s actions on future generations and
global history. Figures whose deeds have led to long-term instability, cultural destruction, or
institutionalized hatred often remain infamous well beyond their lifetimes.

Notorious Historical Figures Commonly Considered the
Worst
Several historical figures are frequently identified in discussions about who is considered the worst
person in history. These individuals are notorious for their roles in atrocities, wars, and crimes
against humanity. The following subsections detail some of the most infamous among them.

Adolf Hitler
Adolf Hitler, the dictator of Nazi Germany from 1934 to 1945, is widely regarded as one of the worst
persons in history

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is often considered the worst person in history?
Adolf Hitler is often considered the worst person in history due to his role in initiating World War II
and orchestrating the Holocaust, which led to the deaths of millions of people.

Why is Adolf Hitler frequently labeled as the worst person in
history?
Hitler is labeled the worst because of his aggressive expansionism, totalitarian regime, and the
genocide of six million Jews and millions of other innocent victims during the Holocaust.

Are there other historical figures considered among the worst
people in history?
Yes, other figures include Joseph Stalin, who caused millions of deaths through purges and forced
famines, and Pol Pot, responsible for the Cambodian genocide.

What criteria are used to determine the 'worst person in
history'?
Criteria often include the scale of harm caused, intent behind actions, impact on humanity, and the
lasting negative legacy left by the individual.



Is the label 'worst person in history' subjective?
Yes, the label is subjective and depends on cultural, historical, and personal perspectives. Different
societies may emphasize different historical figures based on their experiences.

Can modern figures be considered the worst person in history?
Potentially, but it is often difficult to assess modern figures fully due to ongoing events and lack of
historical distance, which allows for more objective evaluation over time.

Additional Resources
1. Hitler: A Biography
This comprehensive biography explores the life of Adolf Hitler, the dictator responsible for
instigating World War II and orchestrating the Holocaust. The book delves into his early years, rise
to power, and the catastrophic impact of his ideology on millions of lives. It provides insights into
how one individual’s vision of hatred led to some of history’s darkest moments.

2. Stalin: The Court of the Red Tsar
Simon Sebag Montefiore’s detailed account of Joseph Stalin’s reign reveals the brutality and
paranoia that defined his leadership. The book covers Stalin’s consolidation of power, the purges,
and the widespread terror that marred Soviet society. It paints a vivid picture of a man whose
ruthless policies caused the deaths of millions.

3. Mao: The Unknown Story
This critical biography by Jung Chang and Jon Halliday examines the life of Mao Zedong, the
founding father of the People’s Republic of China. The authors argue that Mao’s policies and
campaigns, including the Great Leap Forward and Cultural Revolution, led to catastrophic famine
and widespread suffering. The book challenges traditional narratives and exposes the darker aspects
of Mao’s rule.

4. Pol Pot: Anatomy of a Nightmare
Philip Short’s biography on Pol Pot details the rise and fall of the Cambodian dictator whose regime
was responsible for the deaths of approximately two million people. The book investigates the
ideology behind the Khmer Rouge and the devastating effects of their radical social engineering. It
serves as a chilling reminder of the extremes of totalitarianism.

5. Idi Amin: A Study in Brutality
This biography explores the reign of Idi Amin, Uganda’s military dictator known for his violent and
erratic rule during the 1970s. The book highlights Amin’s human rights abuses, economic
mismanagement, and the climate of fear he created. It sheds light on how his leadership plunged
Uganda into chaos and suffering.

6. Leopold II: King of Belgium, Ruler of the Congo
Adam Hochschild’s examination of King Leopold II reveals the horrors inflicted
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  who is considered the worst person in history: The Fiction of Evil Peter Brian Barry,
2016-10-04 What makes someone an evil person? How are evil people different from merely bad
people? Do evil people really exist? Can we make sense of evil people if we mythologize them? Do
evil people take pleasure in the suffering of others? Can evil people be redeemed? Peter Brian Barry
answers these questions by examining a wide range of works from renowned authors, including
works of literature by Kazuo Ishiguro, Mark Twain, Edgar Allan Poe, Herman Melville, and Oscar
Wilde alongside classic works of philosophy by Nietzsche and Aristotle. By considering great texts
from literature and philosophy, Barry examines whether evil is merely a fiction. The Fiction of Evil
explores how the study of literature can contribute to the study of metaphysics and ethics and it is
essential reading for those studying the concept of evil or philosophy of literature at undergraduate
level.
  who is considered the worst person in history: The Ultimate Adventure Collection:
Complete Novels, History of the Pirates, Military Biographies and more (Illustrated) Daniel
Defoe, 2016-07-31
  who is considered the worst person in history: A Biographical History of England, from the
Revolution to the End of George I's Reign Mark Noble, 1806
  who is considered the worst person in history: Conceptions of Justice from Earliest
History to Islam Abbas Mirakhor, Hossein Askari, 2019-04-17 This book examines the conceptions
of justice from Zarathustra to Islam. The text explores the conceptions of justice by Zarathustra,
Ancient Egypt, India, Mesopotamia, Noah, Abraham, and Moses. During the Axial Age
(800-200BCE), the focus of justice is in India, China, and Greece. In the post-Axial age, the focus is
on Christianity. The authors then turn to Islam, where justice is conceived as a system, which
emerges if the Qur’anic rules are followed. This work concludes with the views of early Muslim
thinkers and on how these societies deteriorated after the death of the Prophet. The monograph is
ideal for those interested in the conception of justice through the ages, Islamic studies, political
Islam, and issues of peace and justice.
  who is considered the worst person in history: A Centennial Biographical History of
Crawford County, Ohio ... , 1902
  who is considered the worst person in history: Mythology for Kids: Explore Timeless Tales,
Characters, History, & Legendary Stories from Around the World. Norse, Celtic, Roman, Greek,
Egypt & Many More History Brought Alive, Sit Back & Enjoy Classic Myths of Imagination, Fun &
Adventure For Kids! Imagine, for thousands of years people have been telling each other stories…,
Eventually, someone decided it’s such an AMAZING story that they should write it down. Those are
the myths we have today! They are the greatest stories ever written. Mythology is the rich collection
of stories called myths from cultures all over the world. They are stories about how the world was
created and why certain things happen. Myths tell of gods, heroes, and events that a group believes,
or at one time believed, to be real. Studying them is like following a map of the human imagination.
These mythological stories are perfect to introduce your children of all ages. It will help them to
develop strong reading skills It will introduce them to positive character traits It will teach them
about culture & history It will unlock their imagination and much more, At History Brought Alive we
have a passion for everything from the past. The books we write are full of fun facts and even more
fun stories that will make you think about the past and our ancestors in new and exciting ways. In

https://staging.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-801/pdf?ID=fvw68-9351&title=who-is-considered-the-worst-person-in-history.pdf
https://staging.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-208/files?docid=ElB13-2115&title=curriculum-leadership-readings-for-developing-quality-educational-programs.pdf
https://staging.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-208/files?docid=ElB13-2115&title=curriculum-leadership-readings-for-developing-quality-educational-programs.pdf


this book you will discover: Where Myths Come From Myths From Ancient Egyptian, Greek, Rome,
Norse, Celtic & More How Thor, of Marvel Fame Got His Hammer Moral Stories Including, The
Shepherd Boy & The Wolf Rome - Beginnings of The World's First Superpower Mysteries & Secrets
Surrounding The Egyptian Pyramids And much, much more…. Enter into a world of Mythology for
Kids with This Book.
  who is considered the worst person in history: The Pictorial History of England George
Lillie Craik, Charles MacFarlane, 1847
  who is considered the worst person in history: Filial Piety in Chinese Thought and History
Alan Chan, Sor-Hoon Tan, 2004-08-02 The phenomenon of filial piety is fundamental to our
understanding of Chinese culture, and this excellent collection of essays explores its role in various
areas of life throughout history. Often regarded as the key to preserving Chinese tradition and
identity, its potentially vast impact on government and the development of Chinese culture makes it
extremely relevant, and although invariably virtuous in its promotion of social cohesion, its ideas are
often controversial. A broad range of topics are discussed chronologically including Confucianism,
Buddhism and Daoism, making it essential reading for those studying Chinese culture, religion and
philosophy. This is a multi-disciplinary survey that combines historical studies with philosophical
analysis from an international team of respected contributors.
  who is considered the worst person in history: The Pictorial History of England: The period
from the accession of Henry IV to the end of the reign of Richard III, A.D. 1399 George Lillie Craik,
Charles MacFarlane, 1847
  who is considered the worst person in history: History of Crawford County and Ohio William
Henry Perrin, 1881
  who is considered the worst person in history: THE HISTORY OF WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE -
Complete 6 Volumes (Illustrated) Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Matilda Gage, Harriot
Stanton Blatch, Ida H. Harper, 2017-03-09 Experience the American feminism in its core. Learn
about the decades long fight, about the endurance and the strength needed to continue the battle
against persistent indifference and injustice. Go back in time and get to know the founders and the
followers, the characters of all the strong women involved in the movement. Find out what was the
spark which started it all and kept the flame going. Learn about the organization, witness the
backdoor conversations and discussions, read their personal correspondence, speeches and planned
tactics. Learn about the relationship between great activists and what caused the fraction. See the
movement in its full light and learn what it took to obtain most basic civil rights. Know your history!
This six volumes edition covers the women's suffrage movement from 1848 to 1922. Originally
envisioned as a modest publication that would take only four months to write, it evolved into a work
of more than 5700 pages written over a period of 41 years and was completed in 1922, long after the
deaths of its visionary authors and editors, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony. However,
realizing that the project was unlikely to make a profit, Anthony had already bought the rights from
the other authors. As a sole owner, she published the books herself and donated many copies to
libraries and people of influence. Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815–1902) was an American suffragist,
social activist, abolitionist, and leading figure of the early women's rights movement. Susan B.
Anthony (1820–1906) was an American suffragist, social reformer and women's rights activist.
Harriot Stanton Blatch (1856-1940) was a suffragist and daughter of Elizabeth Stanton. Matilda
Gage (1826–1898) was a suffragist, a Native American rights activist and an abolitionist. Ida H.
Harper (1851–1931) was a prominent figure in the United States women's suffrage movement. She
was an American author, journalist and biographer of Susan B. Anthony.
  who is considered the worst person in history: HISTORY OF WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE Trilogy
– Part 2 Susan B. Anthony, Ida H. Harper, 2017-03-09 This edition covers the women's fight from
1883 to 1920. See the movement in its full light and learn what it took to obtain most basic civil
rights. Learn about the decades long fight, about the endurance and the strength needed to continue
the battle against persistent indifference and injustice. After the deaths of Elizabeth Cady Stanton in
1902 and Susan B. Anthony in 1906, it fell upon Ida H. Harper, a protégé of Elizabeth Stanton, to



document the voices and lives of hidden figures of the movement. Apart from a thorough look of
USA, this book also gives an overview of the conditions of women's movement in rest of the world.
Susan B. Anthony (1820–1906) was an American social reformer and women's rights activist. Born
into a Quaker family she became the New York state agent for the American Anti-Slavery Society.
Ida H. Harper (1851–1931) was a prominent figure in the United States women's suffrage
movement. She was an American author, journalist and biographer of Susan B. Anthony.
  who is considered the worst person in history: The Complete History of the Suffragette
Movement - All 6 Books in One Edition) Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Matilda
Gage, Harriot Stanton Blatch, Ida H. Harper, 2017-10-16 This unique collection of The Complete
History of the Suffragette Movement - All 6 Books in One Edition) has been designed and formatted
to the highest digital standards. Find out what was the spark which started it all and kept the flame
going. Learn about the decades long fight, about the endurance and the strength needed to continue
the battle against persistent indifference and injustice. Go back in time and get to know the founders
and the followers, the characters of all the strong women involved in the movement. Learn about the
organization, witness the backdoor conversations and discussions, read their personal
correspondence, impressions and planned tactics. Learn about the relationship between great
activists and what caused the fraction. See the movement in its full light and learn what it took to
obtain most basic civil rights. Know your history! Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815–1902) was an
American suffragist, social activist, abolitionist, and leading figure of the early women's rights
movement. Susan B. Anthony (1820–1906) was an American suffragist, social reformer and women's
rights activist. Harriot Stanton Blatch (1856-1940) was a suffragist and daughter of Elizabeth
Stanton. Matilda Gage (1826–1898) was a suffragist, a Native American rights activist and an
abolitionist. Ida H. Harper (1851–1931) was a prominent figure in the United States women's
suffrage movement. She was an American author, journalist and biographer of Susan B. Anthony.
  who is considered the worst person in history: A General History and Collection of Voyages
and Travels Robert Kerr, 2020-07-28 Reproduction of the original: A General History and Collection
of Voyages and Travels by Robert Kerr
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  who is considered the worst person in history: History of Woman Suffrage: 1883-1900
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan Brownell Anthony, Matilda Joslyn Gage, Ida Husted Harper, 1902
  who is considered the worst person in history: Pictorial History of the World's Greatest
War and New International Atlas of the World , 1919
  who is considered the worst person in history: Legal Research and Writing William P.
Statsky, 1999 Learn the basics of legal research and writing with this revised edition! Legal
Research and Writing, 5E covers the variety of media formats in which modern legal research is
performed including the Internet and CD-ROMs. The writing chapters introduce you to letter
writing, the memorandum of law, the appellate brief and writing fundamentals needed when
preparing any kind of document. Numerous photographs of books, sample pages and computer
screens are also included.ALSO AVAILABLEStudy Guide, ISBN: 0-314-12978-2INSTRUCTOR
SUPPLEMENTS CALL CUSTOMER SUPPORT TO ORDERComputerized Test Bank, ISBN:
0-7668-1254-5Instructor's Manual, ISBN: 0-314-12977-4
  who is considered the worst person in history: The Letters of Thomas Gray: includes
reminiscences of Gray by Norton Nicholls Thomas Gray, 1904
  who is considered the worst person in history: The Letters of Thomas Gray Thomas Gray,
1904
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