who can call a vote of no confidence

who can call a vote of no confidence is a critical question in understanding parliamentary systems and
democratic governance. This mechanism serves as a powerful tool to hold governments or individual
officeholders accountable by allowing legislative bodies to express that they no longer support the current
administration or leader. The authority to initiate such a vote varies depending on the country's
constitution, parliamentary rules, or organizational bylaws. Typically, members of the legislature, political
parties, or specific officials may have the power to call a vote of no confidence. This article explores the
different actors who can call a vote of no confidence, the procedural requirements, and the political
implications of such actions. By examining various governmental frameworks and examples, the article
aims to clarify the complexities surrounding the initiation of no confidence motions and their significance in

democratic accountability.
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Understanding the Vote of No Confidence

A vote of no confidence is a formal motion adopted by a legislative body that expresses a lack of support for
a government, prime minister, or leader. This parliamentary tool is fundamental in systems where the
executive derives its legitimacy from the confidence of the legislature. When a vote of no confidence
passes, it usually requires the government to resign or call for new elections, thereby ensuring

accountability and responsiveness to the elected representatives.

The concept exists primarily in parliamentary democracies but can also be found in other governance
structures with variations. It serves as a check on executive power and a mechanism to resolve political

deadlock or dissatisfaction with leadership performance.



Who Can Call a Vote of No Confidence?

The authority to call a vote of no confidence depends largely on the rules of the legislative body or

governing constitution. Generally, the following actors may initiate such a motion.

Members of the Legislature

In most parliamentary systems, individual members of the legislative assembly or parliament have the
right to propose a vote of no confidence. This can be done by a single member or a group of members, often
requiring a minimum number of signatures to formally submit the motion. This ensures that the motion

has sufficient backing before it is considered.

Political Parties

Political parties, especially opposition parties, frequently play a central role in calling a vote of no
confidence. Party leaders or parliamentary caucuses may decide to initiate the process as a strategic move to
challenge the ruling government or to capitalize on political momentum. In some cases, coalition partners

within the government may also call for a vote if intra-coalition disagreements arise.

Speaker or Presiding Officer

While less common, in some parliamentary systems, the speaker or presiding officer may have procedural
authority to schedule or recognize a vote of no confidence motion. However, this usually happens only

after a motion has been submitted by members of the legislature.

Constitutional or Legal Provisions

Certain constitutions or parliamentary rules specify who can call a vote of no confidence and under what
circumstances. For example, some systems require a formal petition signed by a set percentage of legislators

or mandate that only certain officials, such as the leader of the opposition, can introduce the motion.

Summary of Who Can Call a Vote of No Confidence

¢ Individual members of the legislature or parliament

¢ Political party leaders or parliamentary caucuses



¢ Coalition partners within a ruling government
e The speaker or presiding officer (in procedural contexts)

¢ Authorities defined by constitutional or legal frameworks

Procedural Requirements and Rules

Calling a vote of no confidence involves following specific procedural steps to ensure legitimacy and order
within the legislative process. These rules vary across countries and parliamentary systems but commonly

include:

Filing the Motion

The process begins with the formal submission of a no confidence motion. This usually requires a written
document stating the intent and grounds for the vote. The motion must often be supported by a minimum

number of legislators to be accepted for debate.

Notice Period

Many legislatures require a notice period between the filing of the motion and the actual vote. This period
allows for debate preparation, public awareness, and political maneuvering. The length of the notice can

range from a few hours to several days.

Debate and Discussion

Once scheduled, the motion is debated in the legislative chamber. Members discuss the reasons for and
against the motion, providing a platform for scrutiny and argumentation. This debate is crucial for

transparency and democratic deliberation.

Voting Process

The vote itself may be conducted through various methods such as voice vote, electronic voting, or roll-call
voting. A predefined majority is required for the motion to pass, commonly an absolute majority of all

members.



Consequences of a Passed Motion

If the vote of no confidence passes, it often triggers the resignation of the government or leader, a call for
new elections, or the formation of a new government. The exact consequences depend on the legal and

political framework in place.

Political Implications of Calling a Vote of No Confidence

The decision to call a vote of no confidence carries significant political weight. It can lead to major shifts in

power dynamics and governance stability.

Accountability and Government Stability

A vote of no confidence is a key accountability mechanism that forces governments to maintain the support
of the legislature. However, frequent or unsuccessful attempts can contribute to political instability and

uncertainty.

Strategic Use by Opposition

Opposition parties may use no confidence motions to challenge the ruling party, signal dissent, or leverage

political negotiations. Even if unsuccessful, such motions can influence public opinion and policy decisions.

Coalition Dynamics

In coalition governments, a vote of no confidence can expose fractures within alliances. Coalition partners

threatening or calling for such votes may seek to renegotiate terms or withdraw support.

Public Perception and Media Attention

Votes of no confidence often attract significant media coverage, shaping public perceptions of government

performance and legitimacy. The outcome can impact voter behavior and future elections.

Examples from Different Countries

Understanding who can call a vote of no confidence benefits from examining examples across various

parliamentary democracies and political systems.



United Kingdom

In the UK Parliament, any Member of Parliament (MP) can table a motion of no confidence in the
government. Typically, the opposition party leader initiates such motions. The motion is debated and voted

upon, and if passed, it may lead to the resignation of the government or a general election.

Germany

Germany employs a "constructive vote of no confidence,” meaning the Bundestag can only remove a
chancellor if it simultaneously elects a successor. Any member of the Bundestag can propose such a motion,

but it requires an absolute majority to pass.

India

In India’s Lok Sabha, any member can introduce a no confidence motion against the government. The
motion requires the support of at least 50 members to be admitted for discussion, ensuring that only serious

challenges proceed.

Canada

In Canada, a vote of no confidence can be called by any member of the House of Commons. It is often
initiated by opposition parties to test the government’s majority. Such votes can lead to the dissolution of

Parliament and a federal election.

Australia

Similar to other Westminster systems, in Australia’s House of Representatives, any member can move a
motion of no confidence. The government must maintain the confidence of the majority to stay in power,

and losing such a vote usually triggers an election.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘Who can call a vote of no confidence in a parliamentary system?

In a parliamentary system, typically any member of the parliament can propose a vote of no confidence,
but it usually requires the support of a certain number of members or the opposition party to formally

initiate the vote.



Can the Prime Minister call a vote of no confidence against their own

government?

Generally, the Prime Minister does not call a vote of no confidence against their own government, as it
would be counterproductive. Votes of no confidence are usually called by opposition parties or dissenting

members within the ruling party.

‘Who has the authority to accept a vote of no confidence motion for
debate?

The Speaker of the House or the presiding officer of the parliamentary chamber typically has the authority
to accept or reject a vote of no confidence motion for debate based on the rules and procedures of that

parliament.

Can opposition parties call a vote of no confidence?

Yes, opposition parties are often the ones who call a vote of no confidence to challenge the sitting

government and attempt to demonstrate that it no longer has the legislature's support.

Is there a minimum number of members required to call a vote of no
confidence?

Yes, many parliamentary systems require a minimum number of members to support the motion before it

can be tabled for a vote. This number varies by country and parliamentary rules.

Can a vote of no confidence be called in local government councils?

Yes, in many local government councils, elected councillors can call a vote of no confidence against the

council leader or mayor, following the specific procedures set out in local government legislation.

Are votes of no confidence limited to parliamentary systems?

Votes of no confidence are primarily a feature of parliamentary systems, where the executive is
accountable to the legislature. In presidential systems, mechanisms like impeachment may serve a similar

purpose instead.

Additional Resources

1. Parliamentary Procedures and the Vote of No Confidence
This book delves into the rules and protocols governing votes of no confidence across different

parliamentary systems. It explains who has the authority to call such votes, the procedural steps involved,



and the political implications of these actions. Readers gain insight into how votes of no confidence serve as

a mechanism for maintaining governmental accountability.

2. The Power to Challenge: Votes of No Confidence in Modern Democracies

Exploring the political dynamics behind votes of no confidence, this book examines which actors—be it
opposition parties, coalition members, or individual parliamentarians—can initiate these critical motions. It
analyzes case studies from various countries to highlight the strategic use of no confidence votes as tools for

political change.

3. Constitutional Law and No Confidence Motions

Focusing on the legal frameworks, this text discusses constitutional provisions that determine who may call
a vote of no confidence within legislative bodies. It provides a comparative analysis of different constitutions
and how they empower or restrict certain political players in initiating such votes. The book is essential for

understanding the intersection of law and politics in parliamentary systems.

4. Checks and Balances: Understanding Votes of No Confidence

This work explains the role of votes of no confidence in maintaining the balance of power between the
executive and legislative branches. It outlines which members or groups within a legislature have the
right to call these votes and the conditions under which they are considered valid. The book also discusses

the consequences of successful no confidence motions on government stability.

5. Political Accountability Through No Confidence Votes

Highlighting the democratic significance of no confidence votes, this book details who can initiate these
votes and why they are crucial for political accountability. It examines the procedural rules in various
parliamentary democracies and how these empower legislators to hold the government responsible. The

discussion includes the impact of such votes on governance and public trust.

6. Who Holds the Power? Initiating Votes of No Confidence

This book investigates the political actors empowered to call votes of no confidence, including opposition
parties, coalition partners, and sometimes even the head of state. It offers a comprehensive overview of the
strategic considerations behind initiating such votes and their role in political negotiations and government

formation.

7. Votes of No Confidence: A Comparative Study
Providing a comparative perspective, this book surveys how different countries regulate the initiation of
no confidence votes. It identifies who can call these votes and the procedural variations that exist globally.

The book is valuable for scholars and students interested in comparative politics and legislative studies.

8. The Mechanics of No Confidence: Procedures and Participants

This detailed guide outlines the procedural mechanics involved in calling and conducting votes of no
confidence. It specifies the qualifications required to initiate such votes, including the minimum number of
signatories or political conditions needed. The book is a practical resource for understanding legislative

processes in parliamentary systems.



9. Democracy in Action: The Role of No Confidence Votes

This book emphasizes the democratic function of votes of no confidence, explaining who can call them and
why they matter in parliamentary governance. It discusses how these votes enable legislators to express
disapproval of the government and potentially trigger political change. Through diverse case studies, the

book illustrates the critical role of no confidence votes in upholding democratic principles.
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who can call a vote of no confidence: Principles of Comparative Politics William Roberts
Clark, Matt Golder, Sona Nadenichek Golder, 2017-02-23 William Roberts Clark, Matt Golder, and
Sona Nadenichek Golder’s groundbreaking Principles of Comparative Politics offers the most
comprehensive and up-to-date introduction to comparative inquiry, research, and scholarship. In this
thoroughly revised Third Edition, readers have an even better guide to cross-national comparison
and why it matters. Readers are offered a new intuitive take on statistical analyses and a clearer
explanation of how to interpret regression results; a thoroughly-revised chapter on culture and
democracy that now includes a more extensive discussion of cultural modernization theory and a
new overview of survey methods for addressing sensitive topics; and a revised chapter on
dictatorships that incorporates a principal-agent framework for understanding authoritarian
institutions. Examples from the gender and politics literature have been incorporated into various
chapters and empirical examples and data on various types of institutions have been updated. The
book's outstanding pedagogy includes more than 250 tables and figures, numerous photos and
maps, end of chapter exercises and problem sets, and a broader set of works cited. New to this
Edition A new intuitive take on statistical analyses and a clearer explanation of how to interpret
regression results are included. A thoroughly-revised chapter on culture and democracy includes a
more extensive discussion of cultural modernization theory and a new overview of survey methods
for addressing sensitive topics. A revised chapter on dictatorships incorporates a principal-agent
framework for understanding authoritarian institutions. Examples from the gender and politics
literature have been incorporated into various chapters. Empirical examples and data on various
types of institutions have been updated. Online videos and tutorials guide students through some of
the methodological components addressed in the book.

who can call a vote of no confidence: Principles of Comparative Politics ,

who can call a vote of no confidence: The Politics Today Companion To the British
Constitution Colin Pilkington, 1999-09-11 This companion to the British Constitution was born out of
the view that the tendency for modern political studies to concentrate on processes rather than
structures results in a failure to understand basic political terminology. Readers coming to politics
for the first time often do not have the basic vocabulary with which to understand the subject. This
book is an attempt to provide that basic vocabulary. An introductory survey of concepts relating to
the constitutional framework leads to a glossary in which basic terminology is clearly defined and
extensively cross-referenced. The glossary can therefore be used as a reference to find the meaning
of a word or expression, as an aid to developing a newcomer's ideas or to provide illustrative
material for essays.
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who can call a vote of no confidence: Parliaments Mary K. Pratt, 2011 Introduces
parliamentary governments, discussing the social, political, economic, religious, and cultural effects,
and examining various contemporary governments.

who can call a vote of no confidence: Understanding Comparative Politics Lisa A.
Baglione, 2023-11-08 Baglione speaks cogently to our current generation of college students, who
came of age amidst resurgent racism and an unprecedented pandemic. —Audie Klotz, Syracuse
University It’s time for a new approach to help students engage more fully with comparative politics.
By elevating all the components of identity as core elements of any political system, Lisa A.
Baglione’s Understanding Comparative Politics helps students better appreciate the lived realities of
people around the world. The book puts issues of race, gender, ethnicity, and religion in context,
encouraging students to think critically about world regions and individual countries through the
lens of current issues like social justice movements and the COVID-19 pandemic. Throughout the
book, Baglione empowers students to be active learners in this sometimes-daunting subject by
engaging them in important questions, grounding them in foundational concepts like geography, and
helping them make personal connections. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and
learning package. Learning Platform / Courseware Sage Vantage is an intuitive learning platform
that integrates quality Sage textbook content with assignable multimedia activities and auto-graded
assessments to drive student engagement and ensure accountability. Unparalleled in its ease of use
and built for dynamic teaching and learning, Vantage offers customizable LMS integration and
best-in-class support. It's a learning platform you, and your students, will actually love. . Assignable
Video with Assessment Assignable video (available in Sage Vantage) is tied to learning objectives
and curated exclusively for this text to bring concepts to life. LMS Cartridge: Import this title’s
instructor resources into your school’s learning management system (LMS) and save time. Don’t use
an LMS? You can still access all of the same online resources for this title via the
password-protected Instructor Resource Site.

who can call a vote of no confidence: Parliaments and Government Termination Reuven
Y. Hazan, Bjern Erik Rasch, 2023-09-12 This book assesses the larger influences that government
termination by parliaments has on executive-legislative relations, claiming that the way in which the
governments may be challenged or dismissed has far greater impact than previously understood.
The core feature of a parliamentary system is not that governments tend to emerge from the
legislatures in some way or another, but their political responsibility to this body. While in only some
parliamentary systems the government needs formal support of parliament to take office, in all
parliamentary systems no government can survive against the will of parliament. The academic
literature related to the rules for how governments form is vast. Strikingly, scholars have paid far
less time to unpack the core institution of parliamentary systems of government - the confidence
relationship and the various no confidence procedures. The chapters explore the institutions by
which parliaments hold governments accountable and how they balance elected parliaments and
appointed governments in parliamentary systems. Contributions move beyond the standard focus on
government formation and instead analyse government termination by parliament evaluating its
consequences in a detailed and comprehensive manner. This book will be of interest to students and
academics in the field of political science, governance and political theory. The chapters in this book
were originally published in West European Politics.

who can call a vote of no confidence: The Handbook of Israel's Political System Itzhak
Galnoor, Dana Blander, 2018-04-30 There is growing interest in Israel's political system from all
parts of the world. This Handbook provides a unique comprehensive presentation of political life in
Israel from the formative pre-state period to the present. The themes covered include: political
heritage and the unresolved issues that have been left to fester; the institutional framework (the
Knesset, government, judiciary, presidency, the state comptroller and commissions of inquiry);
citizens' political participation (elections, political parties, civil society and the media); the four
issues that have bedevilled Israeli democracy since its establishment (security, state and religion,
the status of Israel's Arab citizens and economic inequities with concomitant social gaps); and the



contours of the political culture and its impact on Israel's democracy. The authors skilfully integrate
detailed basic data with an analysis of structures and processes, making the Handbook accessible to
both experts and those with a general interest in Israel.

who can call a vote of no confidence: American Difference Lori M. Poloni-Staudinger,
Michael R. Wolf, 2019-01-31 Examining democracies from a comparative perspective helps us better
understand why politics—or, as Harold Lasswell famously said, who gets what, when, and
how—differ among democracies. American Difference: A Guide to American Politics in Comparative
Perspective takes the reader through different aspects of democracy—political culture, institutions,
interest groups, political parties, and elections—and, unlike other works, explores how the United
States is both different from and similar to other democracies. The fully updated Second Edition has
been expanded to include several new chapters and discussion on civil liberties and civil rights,
constitutional arrangements, elections and electoral institutions, and electoral behavior. This edition
also includes data around the 2016 general election and 2018 midterm election.

who can call a vote of no confidence: Coalition Governance in Western Europe Torbjorn
Bergman, Hanna B°ack, Johan Hellstrom, 2021 This book studies such governments, covering the
full life-cycle of coalitions from the formation of party alliances before elections to coalition
formation after elections.

who can call a vote of no confidence: Parliamentary Debates New Zealand. Parliament, 1929

who can call a vote of no confidence: The Oxford Handbook of Danish Politics Peter
Munk Christiansen, Jorgen Elklit, Peter Nedergaard, 2020-06-26 The Oxford Handbook of Danish
Politics provides the most comprehensive and thorough English language book on Danish politics
ever written. It features chapters by 50 leading experts who have contributed extensively to the field
they write about. Why is Denmark an interesting topic for a Handbook? In some respects, Danish
political institutions and political life are very similar to that of other small, North European
countries such as the other Scandinavian countries and Netherland. However, in other respects,
Danish politics is interesting in its own right. For instance, Denmark has a world record in minority
governments. According to standard scholarly knowledge, this should result in unstable
governments and a bad economy. This is not the case, however, since Denmark has a rather stable
political system and a strong and robust economy among the strongest in Europe. How? The Danes
have continued reservations towards the EU despite close to 50 years of EC/EU membership, and
the Danes rejected the Maastricht Treaty in 1992. Still, the EU issue is handled in ways that do not
call for large political battles. How? A third example is that Denmark used to be known as a tolerant
and liberal society; its Jews were almost all saved during German occupation during WWII, Denmark
was the first country to free pornography, and the first country to formally register same-sex
couples. Yet recent Danish politics has also been associated with xenophobia and anti-Muslim
sentiments. Why?

who can call a vote of no confidence: Delegation and Accountability in Parliamentary
Democracies Kaare Strgm, Torbjorn Bergman, Wolfgang C. Miller, 2006-01-19 Comparative Politics
is a series for students and teachers of political science that deals with contemporary issues in
comparative government and politics. The General Editors are Max Kaase, Professor of Political
Science, Vice President and Dean, School of Humanities and Social Science, International University
Bremen, Germany; and Kenneth Newton, Professor of Comparative Politics, University of
Southampton. The series is published in association with the European Consortium for Political
Research. Today, parliamentarism is the most common form of democratic government. Yet
knowledge of this regime type has been incomplete and often unsystematic. Delegation and
Accountability in Parliamentary Democracies offers new conceptual clarity on the topic. This book
argues that representative democracies can be understood as chains of delegation and
accountability between citizens and politicians. Under parliamentary democracy, this chain of
delegation is simple but also long and indirect. Principal-agent theory helps us to understand the
perils of democratic delegation, which include the problems of adverse selection and moral hazard.
Citizens in democratic states, therefore, need institutional mechanisms by which they can control



their representatives. The most important such control mechanisms are on the one hand political
parties and on the other external constraints such as courts, central banks, referendums, and
supranational institutions such as those of the European Union. Traditionally, parliamentary
democracies have relied heavily on political parties and presidential systems more on external
constraints. This new empirical investigation includes all seventeen West European parliamentary
democracies. These countries are compared in a series of cross-national tables and figures, and
seventeen country chapters provide a wealth of information on four discrete stages in the delegation
process: delegation from voters to parliamentary representatives, delegation from parliament to the
prime minister and cabinet, delegation within the cabinet, and delegation from cabinet ministers to
civil servants. Each chapter illustrates how political parties serve as bonding instruments which
align incentives and permit citizen control of the policy process. This is complemented by a
consideration of external constraints. The concluding chapters go on to consider how well the
problems of delegation and accountability are solved in these countries. They show that political
systems with cohesive and competitive parties and strong mechanisms of external constraint solve
their democratic agency problems better than countries with weaker control mechanisms. But in
many countries political parties are now weakening, and parliamentary systems face new democratic
challenges. Delegation and Accountability in Parliamentary Democracies provides an unprecedented
guide to contemporary European parliamentary democracies. As democratic governance is
transformed at the dawn of the twenty-first century, it illustrates the important challenges faced by
the parliamentary democracies of Western Europe.

who can call a vote of no confidence: The Political Review , 1919

who can call a vote of no confidence: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1995
The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

who can call a vote of no confidence: The Foreign Policy of Russia Robert H. Donaldson,

who can call a vote of no confidence: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Political Behavior
Fathali M. Moghaddam, 2017-05-03 The SAGE Encyclopedia of Political Behavior explores the
intersection of psychology, political science, sociology, and human behavior. This encyclopedia
integrates theories, research, and case studies from a variety of disciplines that inform this
established area of study. Aimed at college and university students, this one-of-a-kind book covers
voting patterns, interactions between groups, what makes different types of government systems
appealing to different societies, and the impact of early childhood development on political beliefs,
among others. Topics explored by political psychologists are of great interest in fields beyond either
psychology or political science, with implications, for instance, within business and management.

who can call a vote of no confidence: Political Economy and Constitutional Reform: Appendix
United States. Congress. Joint Economic Committee, 1983

who can call a vote of no confidence: The Executive Branch Joel D. Aberbach, 2005
Presents a collection of essay that provide an examination of the Executive branch in American
government, explaining how the Constitution created the executive branch and discusses how the
executive interacts with the other two branches of government at the federal and state level.

who can call a vote of no confidence: Political Economy and Constitutional Reform United
States. Congress. Joint Economic Committee, 1983

who can call a vote of no confidence: Our Higher Calling, Second Edition Holden Thorp,
Buck Goldstein, 2024-02-20 This is an unmistakable time of crisis and confusion about the purpose,
value, and sustainability of higher education in the United States. Data continues to show substantial
benefits for students who complete a four-year degree, yet Americans from all backgrounds are
losing confidence in the nation’s institutions of higher learning, and political and economic
challenges for colleges and universities seem greater than ever. How can faculty, administrators,




governing boards, and other stakeholders address these challenges effectively? Holden Thorp and
Buck Goldstein draw on interviews with higher education thought leaders and their own experience
inside and outside the academy to address these problems head on. Now in paperback with a new
preface by the authors, Our Higher Calling presents a forceful case for the enduring value of higher
education along with pragmatic recommendations for how campus leaders can engage in
constructive dialogue about necessary change.
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