
who owns american glass research
who owns american glass research is a question that often arises among
industry professionals and businesses involved in the glass packaging sector.
American Glass Research (AGR) is a prominent organization specializing in
glass container testing, inspection, and consulting services. Understanding
the ownership and organizational structure of AGR is essential for
stakeholders seeking reliable and authoritative insights into glass research
and quality standards. This article will explore the ownership history of
American Glass Research, detail the current ownership status, and discuss how
this ownership influences the company’s operations and credibility.
Additionally, the article will cover the company’s services, key markets, and
its impact on the glass industry. By the end, readers will have a
comprehensive understanding of who owns American Glass Research and why this
matters in the context of glass container manufacturing and testing.
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Ownership History of American Glass Research
The origins of American Glass Research date back several decades,
establishing itself as a trusted name in glass container testing and
research. Initially founded as an independent research organization, AGR
focused on providing unbiased and scientifically rigorous testing services
for glass container manufacturers and users. Over the years, the company
developed a reputation for high-quality analytical services, including
physical testing, chemical analyses, and failure investigation for glass
products. The ownership structure during its early years was primarily
private, with a focus on maintaining independence to support impartial
research and testing results.

Founding and Early Ownership
American Glass Research was founded by industry experts who recognized the



need for specialized testing services tailored to the glass packaging
industry. The founders aimed to create a laboratory that could serve as a
central resource for manufacturers, suppliers, and regulatory bodies. Early
ownership was held by private investors and industry professionals dedicated
to advancing the science of glass container testing. This foundation ensured
the company’s commitment to technical excellence and integrity.

Transition and Growth Periods
As AGR expanded its service offerings and geographic reach, ownership evolved
to include a broader range of stakeholders. Strategic partnerships and
investments were made to support technological advancements and
infrastructure expansion. Despite these changes, AGR maintained a structure
that prioritized scientific objectivity and client confidentiality, which
contributed to its sustained growth and industry respect.

Current Ownership and Corporate Structure
Today, American Glass Research operates as a subsidiary of Owens-Illinois,
Inc. (O-I), one of the world’s largest manufacturers of glass containers.
Owens-Illinois acquired American Glass Research to integrate specialized
testing and research capabilities directly within its corporate structure,
enhancing product quality assurance and innovation. This acquisition aligns
with O-I’s strategic goals of maintaining leadership in glass packaging by
leveraging advanced research and testing services.

Owens-Illinois, Inc. Overview
Owens-Illinois, Inc., headquartered in Perrysburg, Ohio, is a global leader
in glass container manufacturing with a presence in numerous countries. O-I’s
acquisition of AGR reflects its commitment to investing in research and
development, ensuring that its glass products meet the highest standards of
quality and safety. As a public company listed on the New York Stock
Exchange, Owens-Illinois operates with a transparent governance structure,
and its ownership is distributed among institutional and individual
shareholders.

Integration of American Glass Research within Owens-
Illinois
Since the acquisition, American Glass Research functions as the dedicated
research and testing division within Owens-Illinois. This integration allows
for seamless collaboration between product development teams and quality
assurance experts. Despite being part of a large corporation, AGR maintains
operational independence in conducting impartial testing services not only



for Owens-Illinois but also for external clients, including competitors and
regulatory agencies.

Impact of Ownership on Services and Industry
Reputation
The ownership of American Glass Research by Owens-Illinois has had
significant effects on the company’s operational capabilities and industry
standing. While some stakeholders initially expressed concerns about
potential conflicts of interest, AGR has upheld rigorous standards to ensure
unbiased testing and reporting. The affiliation with a major manufacturer has
also provided access to enhanced resources, cutting-edge technology, and
broader market insights.

Maintaining Objectivity and Trust
One of the primary challenges following the acquisition was to preserve AGR’s
reputation for impartiality. The company has implemented strict policies and
organizational safeguards to separate its testing functions from Owens-
Illinois’s manufacturing operations. This approach reassures clients and
regulatory bodies that the results produced by AGR remain objective and
scientifically valid.

Enhanced Capabilities and Innovation
Under Owens-Illinois’s ownership, American Glass Research has expanded its
research portfolio, incorporating advanced analytical techniques and
fostering innovation in glass science. This enhanced capability benefits the
broader glass industry by providing more comprehensive testing services and
contributing to the development of more durable, sustainable glass packaging
solutions.

Overview of American Glass Research Services
American Glass Research offers a wide range of specialized services designed
to meet the needs of glass container manufacturers, fillers, brand owners,
and regulatory agencies. These services are critical for ensuring product
quality, compliance with industry standards, and the safety of glass
packaging used in various sectors.

Glass Container Testing
AGR provides comprehensive physical and chemical testing services, including:



Stress and strain analysis

Dimensional measurements

Impact resistance and drop testing

Thermal shock resistance

Chemical durability and leachability testing

Failure Analysis and Investigations
When glass containers fail in the field or during manufacturing, AGR conducts
detailed failure investigations to identify root causes. This includes
fractography, material composition analysis, and environmental testing to
help clients implement corrective actions and improve product design.

Consulting and Regulatory Support
In addition to laboratory testing, AGR offers consulting services to assist
clients with regulatory compliance, quality assurance programs, and process
optimization. The company’s expertise supports adherence to industry
standards such as those established by the Glass Packaging Institute (GPI)
and other regulatory bodies.

Key Markets and Clientele
American Glass Research serves a diverse client base across multiple
industries that rely on glass packaging. The company’s reputation for
accuracy and reliability makes it a preferred partner for quality assurance
and research needs.

Primary Industries Served

Beverage manufacturers, including breweries and wineries

Food packaging companies

Pharmaceutical and healthcare sectors

Cosmetics and personal care product manufacturers

Glass container manufacturers and suppliers



Global Reach and Collaborations
While based in the United States, AGR’s services extend internationally,
supporting global manufacturing operations and cross-border quality
initiatives. The company collaborates with industry associations, academic
institutions, and regulatory agencies to advance glass research and promote
best practices in packaging safety and performance.

Industry Influence and Future Outlook
American Glass Research continues to play a vital role in shaping the future
of glass packaging through its commitment to scientific excellence and
innovation. The company’s ownership by Owens-Illinois positions it well to
influence industry standards and drive sustainable advancements.

Contributions to Industry Standards
AGR actively participates in developing and updating industry testing
protocols and quality benchmarks. Its research findings and technical
expertise inform standards that enhance the safety, durability, and
environmental performance of glass containers worldwide.

Future Developments and Sustainability Focus
Looking ahead, American Glass Research is expected to expand its focus on
sustainability, supporting the development of eco-friendly glass packaging
solutions. The integration of advanced testing methods and data analytics
will further refine product development processes, aligning with global
trends toward circular economy principles and resource efficiency.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who currently owns American Glass Research?
American Glass Research is owned by its parent company, Intertek Group plc, a
multinational inspection, product testing, and certification company.

Is American Glass Research an independent company or
part of a larger corporation?
American Glass Research is part of Intertek Group plc, making it a division
within a larger global testing and inspection organization.



When did Intertek acquire American Glass Research?
Intertek acquired American Glass Research in 2011 to expand its capabilities
in glass testing and research services.

Does American Glass Research operate under its
original name after being acquired?
Yes, American Glass Research continues to operate under its original name as
a specialized division within Intertek.

What is the relationship between American Glass
Research and Intertek Group?
American Glass Research is a subsidiary of Intertek Group, providing
specialized glass testing, failure analysis, and research services within
Intertek's global network.

Where is the ownership headquarters of American
Glass Research located?
The ownership headquarters of American Glass Research, via Intertek Group, is
located in London, United Kingdom.

Additional Resources
1. Who Owns American Glass Research? An Historical Overview
This book delves into the development of glass research in the United States,
tracing key institutions, companies, and individuals who have shaped the
field. It examines the ownership and control of research facilities and
intellectual property, highlighting the interplay between private industry
and government agencies. Readers gain insight into the evolution of American
glass science through a historical lens.

2. Corporate Influence on American Glass Innovation
Focusing on major corporations in the glass industry, this book explores how
businesses have directed and funded research to maintain competitive
advantages. It discusses the strategies used by companies to protect
proprietary technologies and the impact of mergers and acquisitions on
research ownership. The book provides case studies of prominent firms and
their contributions to glass science.

3. The Role of Universities in American Glass Research Ownership
This volume investigates the involvement of academic institutions in
advancing glass technology in the U.S. It covers how universities manage
patents, collaborate with industry partners, and navigate the complexities of
research ownership. The book also sheds light on notable university research



centers and their influence on national glass innovation.

4. Government and Public Sector Control Over Glass Research in America
Examining the public sector’s participation, this book highlights federal and
state government roles in funding, overseeing, and owning glass research
initiatives. It outlines policies affecting intellectual property rights and
the balance between public benefit and proprietary control. The text offers a
comprehensive understanding of governmental impact on the glass research
landscape.

5. Patents and Intellectual Property in American Glass Science
This book provides a detailed analysis of patent law as it pertains to glass
research in the United States. It explores how ownership rights are
established, contested, and transferred within the industry. Featuring
landmark legal cases and patent disputes, the book is essential for
understanding the legal framework governing glass innovations.

6. Private Research Labs and the Ownership of American Glass Technology
Focusing on private research laboratories, this book discusses their role in
pioneering glass innovations and the ownership structures that govern their
work. It highlights collaborations between labs and corporate entities, as
well as challenges related to funding and proprietary knowledge. The
narrative underscores the significance of private labs in shaping the future
of glass technology.

7. Collaborative Networks and Ownership Challenges in American Glass Research
This title explores the complex relationships among academia, industry, and
government in glass research. It discusses how collaborative projects
negotiate ownership and intellectual property rights, often leading to
conflicts and compromises. The book provides models for successful
partnerships and lessons learned from past collaborations.

8. The Economics of Ownership in the American Glass Industry
Analyzing the financial aspects, this book examines how ownership of glass
research affects market dynamics, investment decisions, and innovation rates.
It considers the economic incentives for maintaining exclusive research
rights versus open sharing of knowledge. The book offers a comprehensive
economic perspective on ownership issues within the glass sector.

9. Future Trends in Ownership of American Glass Research
Looking ahead, this book forecasts emerging patterns in the ownership and
control of glass research in the U.S. It discusses the impact of digital
technologies, open-source models, and international collaborations on
traditional ownership concepts. The authors provide strategic recommendations
for stakeholders aiming to navigate the evolving research ownership
environment.
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