
who does welcome speech at wedding

who does welcome speech at wedding is a common question among couples and event planners
preparing for the big day. The welcome speech is a pivotal moment that sets the tone for the
wedding reception and warmly greets guests. Understanding who typically delivers this speech, the
purpose it serves, and how it can be crafted effectively is essential for a smooth and memorable
celebration. This article delves into the traditional roles responsible for the wedding welcome
speech, variations depending on cultural and personal preferences, and tips for creating a
meaningful address. It also explores the etiquette surrounding the welcome speech and suggestions
for alternative speakers in modern weddings. Below is a detailed overview of the topics covered to
guide anyone navigating this aspect of wedding planning.

Who Traditionally Delivers the Welcome Speech at a Wedding

The Purpose and Importance of the Welcome Speech

Common Variations by Culture and Wedding Style

Tips for Crafting an Effective Welcome Speech

Etiquette and Timing of the Welcome Speech

Alternative Speakers for the Welcome Speech

Who Traditionally Delivers the Welcome Speech at a
Wedding

Identifying who does welcome speech at wedding events typically depends on tradition, culture, and
the couple’s preferences. Traditionally, the welcome speech is delivered by the host or the person
responsible for organizing the wedding reception. In most Western weddings, this role often falls to
the father of the bride, who has historically acted as the primary host welcoming guests.
Alternatively, the groom or the couple themselves may choose to deliver the speech to personally
greet their family and friends.

Role of the Father of the Bride

The father of the bride is traditionally the first to offer a formal welcome to guests. This role stems
from the historical view of the bride’s family hosting the wedding, where the father would publicly
thank everyone for attending and introduce the couple’s union. His speech usually includes
expressions of gratitude, a warm welcome, and sometimes a brief mention of the couple’s story or
future wishes.



Role of the Groom or Couple

In contemporary weddings, the groom or both the bride and groom may opt to give the welcome
speech themselves. This approach reflects a more personal and inclusive style, allowing the couple
to directly address their guests, express thanks, and share their excitement. This choice is
increasingly popular as it emphasizes the couple’s partnership and gratitude.

Role of the Master of Ceremonies or Wedding Officiant

Some weddings appoint a Master of Ceremonies (MC) or the officiant to deliver the welcome speech.
The MC, often a professional or a close friend, can smoothly transition between different parts of the
reception while welcoming guests. The officiant may also include a welcome as part of the ceremony
or reception introduction, especially in religious or formal settings.

The Purpose and Importance of the Welcome Speech

The welcome speech at a wedding serves several important functions. It is the first formal
opportunity to greet guests and set a positive, celebratory atmosphere. Beyond simple greetings, the
speech helps unify attendees by acknowledging their presence and support. It also provides a
moment to express appreciation to those who contributed to the wedding preparations and to honor
absent loved ones.

Setting the Tone for the Reception

The tone established by the welcome speech influences the entire wedding reception. Whether the
speech is humorous, heartfelt, or formal, it guides guests’ expectations for the event. A well-crafted
welcome speech can enhance the mood, encourage guest interaction, and create a memorable
experience.

Expressing Gratitude and Acknowledgments

Gratitude is a central element of the welcome speech. Hosts often thank family, friends, and
sometimes vendors for their roles in making the wedding possible. Acknowledging these efforts
publicly fosters goodwill and appreciation, which enrich the overall atmosphere of the celebration.

Common Variations by Culture and Wedding Style

Who does welcome speech at wedding ceremonies can vary widely based on cultural traditions and



the style of the wedding. Different cultures have unique customs that influence who speaks and what
is said during the welcome address.

Western Traditions

In many Western weddings, the father of the bride or a designated host leads the welcome speech,
followed by speeches from the groom, best man, or maid of honor. The speeches are often
interspersed with toasts and other formalities, creating an ordered flow of events.

Asian Wedding Customs

In some Asian cultures, the welcome speech may be given by elders or key family members,
reflecting respect for seniority. The speeches may include blessings and traditional wishes for
prosperity and happiness, tailored to the cultural context of the wedding.

Informal and Modern Weddings

Casual or modern weddings often break with tradition by having the couple themselves welcome
guests or by appointing a close friend or sibling as an informal MC. This flexibility allows
personalization and can make guests feel more connected to the couple’s style and story.

Tips for Crafting an Effective Welcome Speech

Creating a compelling and effective welcome speech requires thoughtful preparation. Understanding
the audience, the tone of the wedding, and the message to be conveyed are key elements to consider
when writing or delivering the speech.

Keep It Concise: A welcome speech should be brief and to the point, typically lasting 3 to 51.
minutes to maintain guests’ attention.

Be Warm and Inclusive: Use language that makes all guests feel valued and appreciated,2.
regardless of their relationship to the couple.

Express Gratitude: Thank guests for attending and acknowledge those who helped organize3.
the event.

Add Personal Touches: Share light anecdotes or meaningful remarks about the couple to4.
create a connection.

Practice Delivery: Rehearse the speech to ensure smooth and confident presentation on the5.



wedding day.

Etiquette and Timing of the Welcome Speech

Proper etiquette and timing enhance the effectiveness of the welcome speech. Traditionally, this
speech is delivered early in the reception, often immediately after guests are seated and before the
meal begins. This timing helps to formally open the event and focus attention.

When to Deliver the Welcome Speech

The ideal moment for the welcome speech is after all guests have arrived and are settled, but before
any significant activities such as dinner or dancing commence. This placement ensures maximum
audience engagement and sets a positive tone for the evening.

Etiquette Considerations

Speakers should maintain a respectful and positive tone, avoiding controversial topics or overly
personal stories. It is important to address all guests respectfully and to keep the speech appropriate
to the formality and cultural context of the wedding.

Alternative Speakers for the Welcome Speech

While tradition often points to specific individuals as welcome speech speakers, many weddings
today embrace alternative choices based on relationships and personalities. Selecting the right
speaker can enhance the event’s warmth and authenticity.

Close Friends or Siblings

Sometimes, couples choose a close friend or sibling to give the welcome speech. This option can add
a casual, intimate feel to the reception and may be especially fitting for less formal weddings.

Professional Master of Ceremonies

Hiring a professional MC to handle the welcome speech and overall event coordination is common in
larger or more elaborate weddings. This ensures polished delivery and helps keep the event on



schedule.

The Couple Themselves

Many couples prefer to personally welcome their guests. This approach is increasingly popular and
allows the newlyweds to express their gratitude and excitement directly, adding a personal and
heartfelt dimension to the celebration.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who typically delivers the welcome speech at a wedding?
The welcome speech at a wedding is usually delivered by the host of the event, often the father of
the bride, the bride and groom themselves, or the master of ceremonies.

Is it appropriate for the bride or groom to give the welcome
speech?
Yes, it is quite common and appropriate for the bride and/or groom to give the welcome speech to
thank guests for attending and to set the tone for the celebration.

Can the best man or maid of honor give the welcome speech?
While the best man or maid of honor typically give toasts, they can also deliver a welcome speech if
it fits the couple's preferences and the flow of the event.

At what point during the wedding is the welcome speech
usually given?
The welcome speech is generally given early in the reception, often right after guests are seated and
before the meal or main festivities begin.

What should be included in a wedding welcome speech?
A wedding welcome speech should include a warm greeting to guests, gratitude for their
attendance, acknowledgment of important family members, and a brief mention of the day's
significance.

Is it acceptable to have a professional emcee deliver the
welcome speech?
Yes, some couples hire professional emcees or wedding planners who may deliver the welcome
speech to ensure the event runs smoothly and keep the tone light and engaging.



How long should a wedding welcome speech be?
A wedding welcome speech should be concise, typically lasting 2-5 minutes, to maintain guests'
attention and allow the event to proceed on schedule.

Additional Resources
1. The Art of Wedding Speeches: Crafting the Perfect Welcome
This book provides a comprehensive guide to creating memorable and heartfelt welcome speeches
for weddings. It covers everything from the structure and tone to personalizing your message for
different audiences. Whether you are the host, a family member, or a close friend, this book offers
practical tips to engage guests and set a warm atmosphere for the celebration.

2. Welcome to the Celebration: A Guide to Wedding Speech Etiquette
Focused on the etiquette and traditions surrounding wedding speeches, this book explains who
typically delivers the welcome speech and how to do it with grace. It outlines the roles of various
speakers, including the couple, parents, and MCs, helping readers understand their part in the
ceremony. The book also offers advice on balancing humor and sentiment to make the welcome
speech special.

3. Speak from the Heart: Wedding Welcome Speeches That Inspire
This inspiring guide encourages speakers to connect emotionally with their audience through
genuine storytelling and heartfelt messages. It includes sample speeches and templates tailored for
different relationships to the couple. The book also emphasizes the importance of sincerity and
confidence when delivering a wedding welcome speech.

4. The Wedding MC Handbook: Mastering the Welcome Speech
Designed for wedding masters of ceremonies, this handbook focuses on the logistics and style of
opening a wedding event with a welcome speech. It provides practical advice on timing, voice
modulation, and audience engagement to keep the mood upbeat and inclusive. Readers will learn
how to introduce key moments and speakers smoothly.

5. Family Ties: Crafting the Perfect Parent’s Welcome Speech
This book is specifically aimed at parents who are tasked with delivering the welcome speech at
their child’s wedding. It offers guidance on expressing pride, love, and support while acknowledging
the joining of two families. The book also includes tips on handling emotions and maintaining poise
during the speech.

6. Wedding Speech Secrets: Who Should Say What and When
This detailed guide breaks down the traditional order of wedding speeches, including the welcome
speech, to clarify who typically performs each role. It helps readers understand cultural variations
and modern adaptations in wedding speeches. The book also provides advice on collaborating with
other speakers for a cohesive flow.

7. From Toast to Talk: The Welcome Speech for Every Wedding Style
Covering a wide range of wedding themes and styles, this book helps speakers tailor their welcome
speech to fit formal, casual, religious, or multicultural ceremonies. It offers examples and phrases
suitable for various contexts to make the speech resonate with diverse audiences. The book
encourages creativity while respecting tradition.



8. Say It Well: Public Speaking Tips for Wedding Welcomes
Focusing on public speaking skills, this book equips readers with techniques to overcome
nervousness and deliver clear, engaging welcome speeches. It includes exercises to improve voice
projection, pacing, and body language. The book is ideal for anyone new to public speaking or
looking to refine their presentation style at weddings.

9. Celebrating Love: The Role of the Welcome Speech in Weddings
This book explores the significance of the welcome speech in setting the tone for a wedding
celebration. It discusses the emotional and social impact of welcoming guests and honoring the
couple’s journey. With thoughtful reflections and practical advice, it guides speakers in making their
welcome address meaningful and memorable.
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  who does welcome speech at wedding: Perfect Speeches for All Occasions Matt Shinn,
2010-07-06 Have you been asked to give a speech? Are you worried your nerves will get the better of
you? Do you need some tips on how to deliver your message clearly and effectively? Perfect
Speeches for All Occasions is an indispensable guide for anyone who has to give a talk or
presentation. Written by Matt Shinn, a professional speech writer with years of experience in the
field, it explains how to structure your speech so that it has the most impact and gives practical
advice about controlling your nerves on the big day. Whether you're been asked to say a few words
at a party or need to put together a high-level presentation, Perfect Speeches for All Occasions has
all you need to make sure you perform with style and confidence. The Perfect series is a range of
practical guides that give clear and straightforward advice on everything from getting your first job
to choosing your baby's name. Written by experienced authors offering tried-and-tested tips, each
book contains all you need to get it right first time.
  who does welcome speech at wedding: The Knot Complete Guide to Weddings Carley
Roney, The Editors of TheKnot.com, 2012-12-18 From the #1 wedding website, this completely
revised and updated edition of the classic wedding planning bible answers all of your questions, with
all the latest information and tools a bride could want. Overwhelmed by the countless questions and
details your wedding entails? Don't despair! The Knot Complete Guide to Weddings takes you
step-by-step from your engagement to the big day, from the reception to the honeymoon. Inside
you'll find checklists, worksheets, insider advice, and in-depth sections on: • How to personalize
your wedding • Updated wedding etiquette • Creating a realistic budget • Sneaky cost-cutting tips •
Dress shopping advice • Tips for working with florists, caterers, officiants, and others • Invitation
wording • Vows and ceremony details • Unique Wedding customs Plus, all new sections on: Planning
Online and Destination Weddings, and a color-coded section with over 100 vibrant photographs.
  who does welcome speech at wedding: Wedding Speeches For Women Suzan St Maur,
2017-12-14 More and more women are giving speeches at weddings today - even within the most
traditional of cultures. And it's not just a case of saying a few words. Whether you're the bride,
bridesmaid, mother, grandmother, sister, friend or colleague, you want your speech to be
meaningful and memorable, something everyone present will cherish forever. Wedding Speeches
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For Women is any woman's complete handbook to devising and presenting a wedding speech to
remember. In it, you'll find all you need to know about how to: - Understand where your speech fits
into the day - Prepare and write your speech - Make it work for you, not just the audience - Choose
content that's perfect for the occasion and individuals - Pick a speech structure and approach from a
selection of ideas - Choose from a wide range of joke concepts - Find good, poignant quotations -
Select or even write a poem for the occasion - Overcome nervousness or stage fright - Benefit from
professionals' presentation tips and tricks
  who does welcome speech at wedding: Elegant Weddings Jens Christiansen, 2014-09-09
Many brides- and grooms-to-be dream of walking down the aisle during their perfect wedding, and
for this, a lot of preparation is required. All About Weddings, the sumptuous and lavishly
photographed guide to wedding planning, offers in depth suggestions and answers to every question
about organizing the big day. From obtaining the marriage license to choosing the proper music,
picking the perfect dress to finding a reception venue, All About Weddings has everything you need
to make the day a success. This luxurious guide discusses: Budgeting: A wedding can be elaborate or
inexpensive, but both can have beautiful results. Who does what?: Bridesmaid, groomsmen, ring
bearer. What do they do? Learn about key roles. What to wear: Empire, A-Line, a train, or a color
other than white? Tips on location and time of year can help you decide. Planning the reception:
Make the night unforgettable. Everything from seating arrangements, decorations, cake, dinner, and
dancing. Whether you want a fairy tale wedding, a bohemian theme, or simply to slip away to city
hall, All About Weddings has elegant images, checklists, and practical tips sure to inspire and assist
in your preparations for your big day. Congratulations on your upcoming marriage!
  who does welcome speech at wedding: Cincinnati Wedding , 2007 Cincinnati Wedding
provides everything an engaged couple needs to know about planning a wedding in Cincinnati USA,
including the region’s most comprehensive guide to reception venues, gown galleries showcasing
the latest trends in bridal wear and countless ideas direct from real life, local weddings.
  who does welcome speech at wedding: Jo Gartin's Weddings Jo Gartin, 2005-12-27 A
wedding planner draws on her experiences planning celebrity nuptials to offer suggestions for every
element of a wedding, from invitations and finishing bargain wedding dresses to bouquet
arrangements and cake decorations.
  who does welcome speech at wedding: Geopolitics and Culture Sanna Turoma, Sigrid
Kaasik-Krogerus, Saara Ratilainen, 2025-02-15 Inspired by popular, feminist, subaltern, and
ecocritical geopolitics, Geopolitics and Culture: Narrating Eastern European and Eurasian Worlds
presents new research of culture in the Eastern European context. This volume highlights the
symbolic production of power, which, although located outside political institutions, engenders
geopolitical boundaries and defines cultural margins. Analyzing multilingual materials such as
blockbuster films, digital visuals, blogs and discussion forums, print fiction and TV series, museum
exhibitions, and everyday cultural practice, this book argues for the importance of studying the links
between geopolitical narratives, global and regional hierarchies, and popular cultural production.
The contributors advance a decolonizing methodology, which challenges the cultural and
geopolitical hierarchies inside Eastern Europe and Eurasia while also casting a critical eye on the
geopolitical hierarchies of global Anglophone media cultures.
  who does welcome speech at wedding: Poetic Licence Laurence Seeff, 2017-09-12 In 2001,
The Lord Chancellor saw fit to appoint Laurence as a magistrate (lay judge) and he has been
dispensing justice ever since in North London. After never having participated in any sport,
Laurence joined Acorn Lawn Tennis Club in 2005 and now ‘plays’ tennis (or, at least, attends the
club!) on a regular basis! Both of these activities provided plenty of poetic material. Laurence has
been married to (long-suffering) Sara for over 41 years. They have four fantastic children, one
terrific son-in-law and four grandchildren for whom there are simply insufficient superlatives. The
Chronic Lymphocytic Leukaemia Support Association (CLLSA) is a charity whose mission is to
support and empower Chronic Lymphocytic Leukaemia (CLL – a form of blood cancer) patients, their
families and their carers through education and access to reliable, relevant and current information.



The charity is registered with the Charities Commission (1113588).
  who does welcome speech at wedding: Modern Languages Study Guides: Der Besuch der
alten Dame Paul Elliott, 2017-10-30 Exam Board: AQA, Edexcel, Eduqas & CCEA Level: AS/A-level
Subject: Modern Languages First Teaching: September 2016 First Exam: June 2017 Literature
analysis made easy. Build your students' confidence in their language abilities and help them
develop the skills needed to critique their chosen work: putting it into context, understanding the
themes and narrative technique, as well as specialist terminology. Breaking down each scene,
character and theme in Der Besuch der alten Dame (The Visit), this accessible guide will enable your
students to understand the historical and social context of the play and give them the critical and
language skills needed to write a successful essay. - Strengthen language skills with relevant
grammar, vocab and writing exercises throughout - Aim for top marks by building a bank of textual
examples and quotes to enhance exam response - Build confidence with knowledge-check questions
at the end of every chapter - Revise effectively with pages of essential vocabulary and key mind
maps throughout - Feel prepared for exams with advice on how to write an essay, plus sample essay
questions, two levels of model answers and examiner commentary
  who does welcome speech at wedding: Style Your Perfect Wedding DK, 2015-02-02 This
gorgeous guide provides more than 50 step-by-step projects to create your perfect day. It's the
magical, personalized details that can make your wedding wonderfully special for you and your
guests. Whether you're looking for wedding themes, planning a bridal shower, or hoping to
hand-craft all the little details for your big day, let this book inspire and guide you every step of the
way. Make one-of-a-kind gifts for your bridal party, find unique wedding ideas, learn how to hand-tie
a bouquet, and much, much more.
  who does welcome speech at wedding: Public Speaking Basics Michael A. Griffin,
2015-04-03 This textbook provides concise information, classroom exercises, homework
assignments, and speeches to enable college students to master public speaking. There is an
emphasis on creating effective thesis sentences, motivational appeals, introductions and
conclusions, outlines, and supporting information. The text includes sample speeches for each
speaking assignment along with pertinent speech evaluation forms. Chapter topics include speech
anxiety, delivery, subject selection and audience analysis, thesis sentences, motivational appeals,
organizing and outlining, introduction and conclusion methods, supporting information,
presentational aids, effective listening, Standard American English sounds, and creating various
informative, persuasive, and special occasion speeches. A sample course syllabus is provided, as well
as a test study guide. In this revised edition, some of the chapter exercises have been revamped,
some sample speech outlines updated, some of the explanations clarified, and a new special occasion
speech has been included.
  who does welcome speech at wedding: The Politics of Iranian Cinema Saeed
Zeydabadi-Nejad, 2009-12-04 Iran has undergone considerable social upheaval since the revolution
and this has been reflected in its cinema. Drawing on first-hand interviews and detailed
ethnographic research, this book explores how cinema is engaged in the dynamics of social change
in contemporary Iran. The author not only discusses the practices of regulation and reception of
films from major award winning directors but also important mainstream filmmakers such as
Hatamikia and Tabizi. Contributing to ethnographic accounts of Iranian governance in the field of
culture, the book reveals the complex behind-the-scenes negotiations between filmmakers and the
authorities which constitute a major part of the workings of film censorship. The author traces the
relationship of Iranian cinema to recent social/political movements in Iran, namely reformism and
women’s movement, and shows how international acclaim has been instrumental in filmmakers’
engagement with matters of political importance in Iran. This book will be a valuable tool for courses
on film and media studies, and will provide a significant insight into Iranian cultural politics for
students of cultural studies and anthropology, Middle Eastern and Iranian studies.
  who does welcome speech at wedding: The Complete Guide to Speaking in Public Sian
Howells, 2008-10-09 Been asked to speak in public? Don't know where to start? Nervous? Here is



the complete guide to speaking in public which offers advice on writing your speech, presenting it
and tips for specific types of speeches e.g. best man or school presentations. It also includes advice
on overcoming nerves, voice projection and preparation. An essential guide for anyone who has to
stand up in public and speak.
  who does welcome speech at wedding: Toast And Forms of Public Address; For Those Who
Wish to Say the Right Thing in the Right Way William Pittenger, 2025-08-15 Reproduction of the
original. The Antigonos publishing house specialises in the publication of reprints of historical books.
We make sure that these works are made available to the public in good condition in order to
preserve their cultural heritage.
  who does welcome speech at wedding: The Sheikh's Secret Son Leslie North, 2017-03-09
Sheikh Zaid is always in control. As the son of the Sultan of Sharjah and the middle of three
brothers, he’s spent his whole life being groomed for leadership. When a diplomatic tour from the
U.S. comes to Sharjah, he makes it his business to ensure that he makes a good impression, but the
surprising return of an old flame shocks him to the core. Rebecca Reid is a foreign aid
representative with no time for ostentatious displays. She wants to see the gritty realities of Sharjah,
not the polished façade. But when she finds the diplomatic tour she’s joined is being led by the same
man she had a wild affair with five years ago, it complicates matters. Now, Zaid and Rebecca will
have to join forces to save the poverty-stricken residents of Sharjah from a corrupt adviser who is
diverting relief funds. It’s time to unearth the flaws no one wants to acknowledge for the sake of the
future and their four-year-old son.
  who does welcome speech at wedding: Breaking the Silence Stephen P. Hinshaw, 2008-01-08
In Living with Mental Illness, mental health professionals and scientists, ranging from newly trained
individuals to seasoned clinicians and researchers, tell their own and their families' stories of mental
disorder, providing an unprecedented level of honesty and disclosure. This volume will be
indispensable reading for those in the mental health professions, trainees across many related fields,
family members, persons contending with mental illness, and all those who wish to know more about
the effects of mental illness on our society.
  who does welcome speech at wedding: Help I S*xted My Boss William Hanson, Jordan North,
2023-11-09 'Funny, filthy and fantastic. Cackled from start to finish' - Rylan Clark How do you ask
your mate for that £50 back? When is OK to trump in front of your partner? And what should you do
if you've accidentally sexted your boss? William and Jordan are from very different worlds. William's
an etiquette expert, with his tongue firmly in his teacup and unparalleled knowledge of table linen.
Jordan's a TV and radio presenter, the patron saint of Burnley and an expert in all things common.
Together they've entertained millions of listeners worldwide with their hit podcast Help I Sexted My
Boss. Now, they’ve pooled all of their wisdom on how to get through life’s most awkward moments.
From candlelight suppers to picky teas, first dates to flatmate dramas, Help I Sexted My Boss is full
of both useful and useless advice. This is your indispensable guide to navigating the trepidation and
challenges of modern life. 'Hilarious lads.. and weirdly useful. This generation’s Ant and Dec. If one
of them was really posh. Great read' - Vicky Pattison Sunday Times Bestseller, November 2023
  who does welcome speech at wedding: The Mirror Margaret Safo (Mrs.), 2006-08-26
  who does welcome speech at wedding: A Survey of Human Communication Michael A.
Griffin, 2015-12-14 This textbook provides a survey of the Speech and Communication Studies areas
of Communication, focusing on human communication through the transactional model of
communication. Interpersonal Communication chapters constitute the largest portion of the book,
with the Public Speaking chapters the next largest block, followed by the Intercultural and Small
Group/Organizational Communication chapters. Homework and/or classroom exercises are provided
in nearly every chapter to enable students to learn the related skills and/or reinforce their
knowledge. There is a unique money talk section in the Relationship Communication chapter, an
in-depth problem-solving exercise with sample content information in the Small
Group/Organizational Communication chapter, an overview of controversial Intercultural topics in
the Intercultural Communication chapter that can be optional reading, and a step-by-step process



for learning how to write thesis sentences in one of the Public Speaking chapters. In addition,
instructions for and samples of seven different types of speeches are provided, as well as evaluation
forms, to give instructors suitable choices.
  who does welcome speech at wedding: My Hubby is a Domineering CEO Mo ZheYuNiang,
2020-11-03 That night, Mu Qiqi had lost her most precious treasure after being tricked by her
vicious stepsister ... After leaving the airport four years ago, she was called Mommy by the little
shota as soon as she returned. Mu Qiqi had a stupefied look on her face. She had just graduated and
hadn't gotten married yet, where did these kids come from? Kindly sending the child home, but did
not want to put himself into a wolf's den, first work and then give the room and car, finally ... 
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