
who created the steal character method
who created the steal character method is a question that has intrigued
writers, educators, and creative professionals alike. The Steal Character
Method is a popular approach to character development that encourages
creators to draw inspiration from existing characters to build unique and
compelling personas. Understanding the origins of this method sheds light on
its effectiveness and the philosophy behind it. This article explores the
history, creator, and application of the Steal Character Method, providing
detailed insights into how this technique has influenced storytelling and
character development across various media. Readers will also find an
overview of the method’s principles, examples of its use, and tips on
implementing it effectively in creative projects. The following sections will
guide through the origins, conceptual framework, and practical use cases of
the Steal Character Method.
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Understanding the Steal Character Method

Principles Behind the Method

Applications in Writing and Creative Fields

Examples of the Method in Practice

Tips for Using the Steal Character Method Effectively

The Origin and Creator of the Steal Character
Method
The question of who created the Steal Character Method leads to an
exploration of its roots in creative writing and character design
philosophies. This method is often attributed to various writers and
educators who have emphasized learning from existing characters to improve
one’s own creations. However, the concept was popularized and systematized by
writer and educator Austin Kleon. Kleon introduced this technique in his book
Steal Like an Artist, where he discusses the idea that originality stems from
borrowing and transforming existing ideas and characters. While the method
itself is not a formalized or copyrighted concept, Kleon’s work brought it
into the spotlight for artists, writers, and creators worldwide.



Austin Kleon and the Popularization of the Method
Austin Kleon, a writer and artist, is often credited with popularizing the
Steal Character Method through his influential book and talks. He advocates
for “stealing” ideas in an ethical manner—meaning to learn from and build
upon existing work rather than plagiarizing. Kleon’s approach encourages
creators to analyze characters that resonate with them, understand what makes
those characters compelling, and then incorporate those elements in new,
original ways. This philosophy aligns with long-standing creative traditions
that view artistic creation as a process of reinterpretation and evolution.

Historical Influences on the Method
Although Austin Kleon popularized the term, the practice of drawing
inspiration from existing characters and stories is ancient and widespread.
Many classical writers and playwrights reused archetypes and motifs. The
Steal Character Method can be seen as a modern, structured interpretation of
this timeless creative process. It also connects with concepts from literary
theory, such as intertextuality, where texts reference and build upon each
other.

Understanding the Steal Character Method
The Steal Character Method is a strategic approach to character development
used by writers, filmmakers, and game designers. It involves studying and
borrowing traits, motivations, or backgrounds from existing characters to
inspire new, original creations. This method helps creators avoid the
challenge of starting from a blank slate by providing a foundation to build
upon. It is important to note that "stealing" here means drawing influence
and creatively adapting, not direct copying.

Definition and Key Concepts
The essence of the Steal Character Method is to identify the core
characteristics of a character that make them memorable and effective, then
reinterpret these traits in a new context. This could include personality
traits, conflicts, goals, or even physical attributes. The goal is to create
a character who feels fresh and unique, yet is grounded in proven
storytelling elements.

Why Use the Steal Character Method?
Using this method enables creators to:

Overcome writer’s block by leveraging existing character blueprints



Gain a deeper understanding of character psychology and dynamics

Blend diverse characteristics to forge multidimensional characters

Speed up the creative process while maintaining originality

Principles Behind the Method
The Steal Character Method is guided by several fundamental principles that
ensure ethical and effective use. These principles help maintain creativity
and avoid plagiarism while fostering innovation.

Ethical Borrowing
One of the most important principles is ethical borrowing, which means taking
inspiration without copying wholesale. Creators should transform the borrowed
elements sufficiently to make the character their own, adding unique
backstories, motivations, or settings.

Focus on Archetypes and Traits
The method often involves working with archetypes—universal character models
such as the Hero, the Mentor, or the Trickster. By understanding these
archetypes and their traits, creators can mix and match to generate
compelling new characters.

Creative Transformation
Transformation is key to the method’s success. Simply replicating a character
leads to unoriginal work, whereas thoughtful adaptation results in fresh,
engaging characters. This principle encourages reimagining characters in
different genres, time periods, or cultural contexts.

Applications in Writing and Creative Fields
The Steal Character Method has found extensive use across various creative
disciplines. Writers, screenwriters, game developers, and even marketers use
this technique to develop captivating and relatable characters.



In Fiction Writing
Fiction authors use the method to design protagonists, antagonists, and
supporting characters. By analyzing favorite characters from literature or
media, writers create new personas that resonate with readers while serving
the story’s needs.

In Film and Television
Screenwriters and directors apply the method to craft characters that appeal
to broad audiences. Drawing from iconic characters helps build familiarity
while introducing novel twists to keep stories engaging.

In Video Game Development
Game developers utilize the Steal Character Method to develop player avatars
and NPCs (non-player characters). This approach helps create immersive worlds
populated with believable characters inspired by successful archetypes.

Examples of the Method in Practice
Examining real-world examples illustrates how the Steal Character Method
operates within creative projects and highlights its versatility.

Classic Literature and Modern Adaptations
Many modern novels and films borrow character elements from classics. For
instance, a contemporary hero might share traits with Shakespeare’s Hamlet or
Jane Austen’s Elizabeth Bennet, adapted to fit new narratives and settings.

Popular Media Characters
Iconic characters like Sherlock Holmes have inspired countless
reinterpretations, each “stealing” elements such as intelligence and
deductive reasoning but placed in different contexts, such as the modern-day
detective genre.

Video Game Characters
Video games often build new characters by combining traits from popular
figures. For example, a stealthy protagonist might borrow traits from earlier
games’ heroes while adding unique abilities or motivations.



Tips for Using the Steal Character Method
Effectively
To maximize the benefits of the Steal Character Method, creators should
follow best practices that maintain originality and creativity.

Conduct Thorough Research
Study characters deeply to understand what makes them compelling. Analyze
their psychology, motivations, and narrative roles.

Mix and Match Traits
Combine characteristics from multiple sources to create a unique blend rather
than relying on a single character for inspiration.

Add Original Backstory and Context
Develop a fresh background and setting for the character to differentiate
them from their inspirations.

Respect Copyright and Intellectual Property
Avoid direct copying and ensure that the new character is sufficiently
distinct to qualify as original work legally and ethically.

Iterate and Refine
Continuously revise the character, integrating feedback and new ideas to
enhance depth and authenticity.

Research target characters thoroughly1.

Identify and extract core traits2.

Combine and adapt traits creatively3.

Develop unique backstory and motivations4.

Review for originality and distinctiveness5.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who created the STEAL character method?
The STEAL character method was developed by educators and writers as a
teaching tool to help students analyze and understand characters in
literature. It is not attributed to a single individual but has become a
widely used acronym in English education.

What does the STEAL character method stand for?
The STEAL method stands for Speech, Thoughts, Effects on others, Actions, and
Looks, which are five key ways to analyze and understand a character's
personality and traits.

Is the STEAL method a recent creation?
No, the STEAL method has been used for several decades in literature and
language arts education to help students break down and study character
development.

Why was the STEAL method created?
The STEAL method was created to provide students with an easy-to-remember
framework for analyzing characters by focusing on five different aspects,
making character study more structured and comprehensive.

Who popularized the STEAL method in education?
While no single person is credited with popularizing the STEAL method, it has
been widely adopted by English teachers and curriculum developers around the
world as an effective tool for character analysis.

Are there other character analysis methods similar
to STEAL?
Yes, other character analysis methods include the RAFT method (Role,
Audience, Format, Topic) and the use of direct versus indirect
characterization techniques, but STEAL remains one of the most popular due to
its simplicity and effectiveness.

Additional Resources
1. STEAL Character Method: The Ultimate Guide to Character Development
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the STEAL method, explaining how
writers can develop deep and believable characters. It breaks down each
component of STEAL—Speech, Thoughts, Effects on others, Actions, and



Looks—and provides practical examples. Ideal for novelists and screenwriters
seeking to enhance their storytelling skills.

2. Creating Characters with STEAL: A Writer’s Handbook
Focused on the practical application of the STEAL technique, this handbook
guides writers step-by-step through crafting complex characters. It includes
exercises and prompts designed to help explore each aspect of character
development. The book also discusses how the STEAL method fosters empathy and
reader engagement.

3. The Origins of the STEAL Method: History and Application
This book delves into the background and creation of the STEAL character
method, tracing its roots in literary theory and pedagogy. It covers the
contributions of educators and authors who popularized the method in
classrooms and writing workshops. Readers gain insight into how STEAL became
a foundational tool in character analysis.

4. Mastering Characterization: Using STEAL to Build Memorable Characters
Aimed at advanced writers, this book explores how to use the STEAL method to
craft nuanced characters with depth and realism. It includes case studies
from popular novels and films where STEAL is effectively employed. The book
also discusses common pitfalls and how to avoid shallow character portrayals.

5. Character Development Techniques: STEAL and Beyond
While emphasizing the STEAL method, this book also introduces complementary
techniques for character creation. It encourages writers to blend STEAL with
other methods to enrich their characters. The book features interviews with
bestselling authors who share their character-building strategies.

6. Teaching Literature with STEAL: A Guide for Educators
Designed for teachers, this book outlines how to use the STEAL method to
analyze characters in classic and contemporary literature. It provides lesson
plans, student activities, and assessment tools. The goal is to help students
develop critical thinking skills through character study.

7. Characterization in Film and Fiction: Applying the STEAL Method
This book bridges the gap between literary and cinematic character
development using the STEAL framework. It examines how filmmakers and
novelists use STEAL to create compelling characters that resonate with
audiences. Examples from both media illustrate the method’s versatility.

8. The STEAL Method Workbook: Exercises for Developing Dynamic Characters
Packed with practical exercises, this workbook helps writers apply the STEAL
method in their own projects. Each section focuses on one element of STEAL,
with activities designed to deepen character insight. It is an excellent
resource for writing groups and individual practice.

9. From Concept to Character: The STEAL Method in Creative Writing
This book guides writers from initial ideas to fully realized characters
using the STEAL method. It emphasizes the importance of consistency and
growth in character arcs. With examples and writing tips, it supports authors



in creating characters that drive their stories forward.
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Marie Christine Autant Mathieu, Yana Meerzon, 2015-05-15 The Routledge Companion to Michael
Chekhov brings together Chekhov specialists from around the world - theatre practitioners,
theorists, historians and archivists – to provide an astonishingly comprehensive assessment of his
life, work and legacy. This volume aims to connect East and West; theatre theory and practice. It
reconsiders the history of Chekhov’s acting method, directing and pedagogy, using the archival
documents found across the globe: in Russia, England, America, Germany, Lithuania and
Switzerland. It presents Chekhov’s legacy and ideas in the framework of interdisciplinary theatre
practices and theories, as well as at the crossroads of cultures, in the context of his forays into such
areas as Western mime and Asian cosmology. This remarkable Companion, thoughtfully edited by
two leading Chekhov scholars, will prove invaluable to students and scholars of theatre, theatre
practitioners and theoreticians, and specialists in Slavic and transcultural studies. Marie-Christine
Autant-Mathieu is Director of Research at the National Center For Scientific Research, and
Assistant-Director of Sorbonne-CNRS Institute EUR’ORBEM. She is an historian of theatre and
specialist in Russian and Soviet theatre. Yana Meerzon is Associate Professor in the Department of
Theatre, University of Ottawa. Her book publications include Adapting Chekhov: The Text and Its
Mutations, co-edited with Professor J. Douglas Clayton, University of Ottawa (Routlegde, 2012).
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Rushe, 2019-01-24 Intended for actors, directors, teachers and researchers, this book offers an
exceptionally clear and thorough introduction to the renowned acting technique developed by
Michael Chekhov. Sinéad Rushe's book provides a complete overview of the whole method, and
includes illuminating explanations of its principles, as well as a wide range of practical exercises
that illustrate, step by step, how they can be applied to dramatic texts. Part One provides an outline
of the ideas that underpin the work, which help to prepare practitioners to become responsive and
receptive, and to awaken their imagination. Part Two charts a journey through the foundational
psychophysical exercises that can both orient an actor's training routine and be applied directly to
the development of a role. Part Three focuses on more specific and elaborate methods of scene
work, characterisation and the art of transformation. Drawing on the full range of Chekhov's writing
in English and French, this book also examines unpublished material from the Dartington Hall
archives and features interviews with actors who have worked with the technique, including Simon
Callow and Joanna Merlin. It illustrates Chekhov's approach by referring to Rushe's own productions
of Nikolai Gogol's short story Diary of a Madman and Shakespeare's Othello, as well as characters
and scenes in Sarah Kane's Blasted and the contemporary American television series Breaking Bad.
Michael Chekhov's Acting Technique is an accessible, comprehensive and contemporary point of
reference for those already trained in the method, as well as an initiation and toolkit for
practitioners who are just beginning to discover it.
  who created the steal character method: Dramatic Technique George Pierce Baker,
2019-12-02 In Dramatic Technique, George Pierce Baker explores the intricate mechanisms that
underpin effective dramatic writing, providing a foundational guide for aspiring playwrights and
theater enthusiasts. Baker meticulously dissects the structural elements that contribute to
compelling narratives, focusing on dialogue, character development, and the crucial rhythm of
action. Written in a pedagogical style, the book serves both as a critique of existing methods and a
roadmap for innovative practice, reflecting the early 20th century's theatrical evolution and the
burgeoning interest in realism and psychological depth in drama. George Pierce Baker was a
prominent figure in American theater, noted for his roles as educator and playwright. As a professor
at Harvard University, he pioneered the teaching of playwriting, establishing the first courses
dedicated to the craft. His own experiences within the theater, coupled with his academic insights,
fueled his commitment to enhancing dramatic artistry, making Dramatic Technique a reflection of
his scholarly pursuits and theatrical activism. For anyone interested in the foundations of drama,
Dramatic Technique is an invaluable resource, offering both theoretical underpinnings and practical
advice. Baker's thoughtful dissection of drama is essential for writers seeking to deepen their
understanding of the craft, making this work a must-read for both students and seasoned



professionals in the field. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your
reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The
Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A
detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing.
- An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights
behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth
underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's
messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on
moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions,
and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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Writer's Digest Books, 2017-01-13 Get advice from the best in the business on every stage of the
novel-writing and publishing process! In The Complete Handbook of Novel Writing, 3rd Edition,
you'll learn from established writers about how to make your novel a reality. Discover techniques
and strategies for generating ideas, connecting with readers emotionally, and finding inspiration you
need to finish your work. This fully revised edition includes an updated marketing section for
navigating the unique challenges and possibilities of the evolving literary marketplace. Inside you'll
find new essays from dozens of best-selling authors and publishing professionals detailing how to: •
Master the elements of fiction, from plot and character to dialogue and point of view • Develop a
unique voice and sensibility in your writing • Manage the practical aspects of writing, from
overcoming writer's block to revising your work • Determine the key elements for success in every
genre • Find an agent, market your work, and get published--or self-publish--successfully You'll also
find interviews with some of the world's finest and most popular writers, including David Baldacci,
Lee Child, Robert Crais, Khaled Hosseini, Hugh Howey, Stephen King, Dennis Lehane, George R.R.
Martin, Jojo Moyes, Anne Rice, Jane Smiley, and Garth Stein. Their insights on the craft and business
of fiction will provide you with invaluable mentorship as you embark on your writing journey. The
Complete Handbook of Novel Writing is your go-to guide for every aspect of creating a bestseller.
  who created the steal character method: Creative Drama and Music Methods Janet E.
Rubin, Margaret Merrion, 2011-01-16 The third edition of this popular text uses music and drama to
promote learning across the curriculum and with all types of learners. Based on arts integration
standards, differentiated instruction techniques, and current research, Creative Drama and Music
Methods provides the theory along with applications to help teachers build confidence in using the
arts in their daily lesson plans. The text is filled with hands-on activities that guide pre-service and
K-8th grade teachers in understanding that integrating drama and music is easy, fun, and vital to
fostering a child's desire to explore, imagine, and learn. Examples are provided in each chapter,
along with the purpose of the activity and tips for instruction. Rubin and Merrion provide activities
that engage elementary and middle school students and range from simple stories and rhythmic
activities to story dramatization and composition. All the activities can be comfortably incorporated
into the classroom routine and place no additional burdens on the teacher. They are especially useful
for educators with valid learning goals but limited experience in creative drama and music. Not
typical for creative drama or music texts, Creative Drama and Music Methods takes a process
approach to the two arts, placing primary significance on the learner's growth and development.
  who created the steal character method: The Brain and Its Physiology; a Critical Disquisition
of the Methods of Determining the Relations Subsisting Between the Structure and Functions of the
Encephalon Daniel NOBLE (M.R.C.S.), 1846
  who created the steal character method: The Parliamentary Debates: Official Report
Northern Ireland. Parliament. House of Commons, 1927
  who created the steal character method: The Origins of Morality Dennis Krebs, 2011-07-01
Why do people behave in moral ways in some circumstances, but not in others? In order to account
fully for morality, Dennis Krebs departs from traditional approaches to morality that suggest that
children acquire morals through socialization, cultural indoctrination, and moral reasoning. He



suggests that such approaches can be subsumed, refined, and revised gainfully within an
evolutionary framework. Relying on evolutionary theory, Krebs offers an account of how notions of
morality originated in the human species. He updates Darwin's early ideas about how dispositions to
obey authority, to control antisocial urges, and to behave in altruistic and cooperative ways
originated and evolved, then goes on to update Darwin's account of how humans acquired a moral
sense. Krebs explains why the theory of evolution does not dictate that all animals are selfish and
immoral by nature. On the contrary, he argues that moral behaviors and moral judgments evolved to
serve certain functions. Krebs examines theory and research on the evolution of primitive forms of
prosocial conduct displayed by humans and other animals, then discusses the evolution of uniquely
human prosocial behaviors. He describes how a sense of morality originated during the course of
human evolution through strategic social interactions among members of small groups, and how it
was expanded and refined in modern societies, explaining how this sense gives rise to culturally
universal and culturally relative moral norms. Krebs argues that although humans' unique cognitive
abilities endow them with the capacity to engage in sophisticated forms of moral reasoning, people
rarely live up their potential in their everyday lives. Four conceptions of what it means to be a moral
person are identified, with the conclusion that people are naturally inclined to meet the standards of
each conception under certain conditions. The key to making the world a more moral place lies in
creating environments in which good guys finish first and cheaters fail to prosper.
  who created the steal character method: Understanding Evidence Paul C. Giannelli, 2003
  who created the steal character method: English Modernism, Its Origin, Methods, Aims
Henry Dewsbury Alves Major, 1927 No detailed description available for English Modernism.
  who created the steal character method: Certified Ethical Hacker (CEH) Study Guide Matt
Walker, 2025-07-08 The CEH exam is not an enjoyable undertaking. This grueling, exhaustive,
challenging, and taxing exam will either leave you better prepared to be the best cyber security
professional you can be. But preparing for the exam itself needn't be that way. In this book, IT
security and education professional Matt Walker will not only guide you through everything you
need to pass the exam, but do so in a way that is actually enjoyable. The subject matter need not be
dry and exhausting, and we won't make it that way. You should finish this book looking forward to
your exam and your future. To help you successfully complete the CEH certification, this book will
bring penetration testers, cybersecurity engineers, and cybersecurity analysts up to speed on:
Information security and ethical hacking fundamentals Reconnaissance techniques System hacking
phases and attack techniques Network and perimeter hacking Web application hacking Wireless
network hacking Mobile, platform, IoT, and OT hacking Cloud computing Cryptography Penetration
testing techniques Matt Walker is an IT security and education professional with more than 20 years
of experience. He's served in a variety of cyber security, education, and leadership roles throughout
his career.
  who created the steal character method: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Qualitative
Research Methods Lisa M. Given, 2008-08-19 Qualitative research is designed to explore the
human elements of a given topic, while specific qualitative methods examine how individuals see and
experience the world. Qualitative approaches are typically used to explore new phenomena and to
capture individuals′ thoughts, feelings, or interpretations of meaning and process. Such methods are
central to research conducted in education, nursing, sociology, anthropology, information studies,
and other disciplines in the humanities, social sciences, and health sciences. Qualitative research
projects are informed by a wide range of methodologies and theoretical frameworks. The SAGE
Encyclopedia of Qualitative Research Methods presents current and complete information as well as
ready-to-use techniques, facts, and examples from the field of qualitative research in a very
accessible style. In taking an interdisciplinary approach, these two volumes target a broad audience
and fill a gap in the existing reference literature for a general guide to the core concepts that inform
qualitative research practices. The entries cover every major facet of qualitative methods, including
access to research participants, data coding, research ethics, the role of theory in qualitative
research, and much more—all without overwhelming the informed reader. Key Features Defines and



explains core concepts, describes the techniques involved in the implementation of qualitative
methods, and presents an overview of qualitative approaches to research Offers many entries that
point to substantive debates among qualitative researchers regarding how concepts are labeled and
the implications of such labels for how qualitative research is valued Guides readers through the
complex landscape of the language of qualitative inquiry Includes contributors from various
countries and disciplines that reflect a diverse spectrum of research approaches from more
traditional, positivist approaches, through postmodern, constructionist ones Presents some entries
written in first-person voice and others in third-person voice to reflect the diversity of approaches
that define qualitative work Key Themes Approaches and Methodologies Arts-Based Research, Ties
to Computer Software Data Analysis Data Collection Data Types and Characteristics Dissemination
History of Qualitative Research Participants Quantitative Research, Ties to Research Ethics Rigor
Textual Analysis, Ties to Theoretical and Philosophical Frameworks The SAGE Encyclopedia of
Qualitative Research Methods is designed to appeal to undergraduate and graduate students,
practitioners, researchers, consultants, and consumers of information across the social sciences,
humanities, and health sciences, making it a welcome addition to any academic or public library.
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imaginary friends when you were
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selling music
Katy Perry | Official Site   The official Katy Perry website.12/07/2025 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix Abu
Dhabi BUY
Katy Perry | Songs, Husband, Space, Age, & Facts | Britannica   Katy Perry is an American pop
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KatyPerryVEVO - YouTube Katy Perry on Vevo - Official Music Videos, Live Performances,
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Katy Perry Says She's 'Continuing to Move Forward' in Letter to   Katy Perry is reflecting on
her past year. In a letter to her fans posted to Instagram on Monday, Sept. 22, Perry, 40, got
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Katy Perry Tells Fans She's ‘Continuing to Move Forward’   Katy Perry is marking the one-year
anniversary of her album 143. The singer, 40, took to Instagram on Monday, September 22, to share
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Katy Perry Shares How She's 'Proud' of Herself After Public and   Katy Perry reflected on a
turbulent year since releasing '143,' sharing how she's "proud" of her growth after career backlash,
her split from Orlando Bloom, and her new low-key
KATY PERRY (@katyperry) • Instagram photos and videos 203M Followers, 844 Following,
2,684 Posts - KATY PERRY (@katyperry) on Instagram: "♾️ ON THE LIFETIMES TOUR ♾️"
Katy Perry on Rollercoaster Year After Orlando Bloom Break Up   Katy Perry marked the
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after ending her engagement to Orlando Bloom
Katy Perry admits she's been 'beloved, tested and tried' amid   Katy Perry reflected on her
"rollercoaster year" following the anniversary of her album, 143, with a heartfelt statement on
Instagram – see details
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