
teaching vs research university
teaching vs research university is a critical distinction in higher education that influences the
academic environment, faculty roles, student experience, and institutional priorities. Understanding
the differences between teaching-focused universities and research-intensive universities helps
prospective students, educators, and policymakers make informed decisions. Teaching universities
primarily emphasize classroom instruction, student engagement, and curriculum development, while
research universities prioritize scholarly investigation, innovation, and publication output. This
article explores the characteristics, benefits, challenges, and outcomes associated with both types of
institutions. Additionally, it examines how the balance between teaching and research impacts
faculty responsibilities, funding opportunities, and career trajectories. The following sections
provide a comprehensive analysis of teaching vs research university models to clarify their unique
contributions to the academic landscape.

Defining Teaching and Research Universities

Faculty Roles and Responsibilities

Student Experience and Academic Environment

Funding and Resources

Career Outcomes and Institutional Reputation

Defining Teaching and Research Universities
Teaching universities and research universities represent two distinct models within higher
education, each with unique missions and objectives. A teaching university primarily focuses on
delivering high-quality education through effective instruction and curriculum design. Its primary
goal is to prepare students for professional success and lifelong learning by emphasizing classroom
engagement and pedagogical excellence.

In contrast, a research university places significant emphasis on generating new knowledge through
rigorous research activities. These institutions often have extensive research facilities, graduate
programs, and faculty members with active research agendas. The mission of research universities
includes advancing science, technology, social sciences, and the humanities through scholarly
inquiry and innovation.

Characteristics of Teaching Universities
Teaching universities are characterized by smaller class sizes, a focus on undergraduate education,
and faculty who prioritize teaching over research. These universities often offer a wide range of
liberal arts and professional programs designed to foster critical thinking and practical skills.



Characteristics of Research Universities
Research universities typically have larger student populations, including a substantial number of
graduate and doctoral students. Faculty members are expected to secure research funding, publish
in academic journals, and contribute to their disciplines through conferences and collaborative
projects.

Faculty Roles and Responsibilities
The roles and responsibilities of faculty differ significantly between teaching universities and
research universities. Understanding these distinctions is essential for recognizing how these
institutions operate and support their academic communities.

Teaching Faculty at Teaching Universities
At teaching universities, faculty members dedicate the majority of their time to classroom
instruction, student mentoring, and curriculum development. They are often tasked with developing
innovative teaching methods and fostering a supportive learning environment. Service to the
institution and community engagement may also be important components of their work.

Research Faculty at Research Universities
Faculty at research universities balance teaching responsibilities with active research agendas. They
are expected to publish regularly, obtain grants, and contribute to their academic fields through
research projects. While teaching remains a responsibility, it often receives less emphasis compared
to research output and scholarly contributions.

Balancing Teaching and Research
Many universities seek to balance teaching and research to varying degrees, leading to hybrid roles
where faculty engage in both activities. However, the relative emphasis on each aspect shapes
faculty workload, evaluation criteria, and professional development opportunities.

Student Experience and Academic Environment
The student experience differs notably between teaching-focused and research-intensive universities
due to institutional priorities and resources.

Learning Environment at Teaching Universities
Teaching universities offer a more personalized learning environment with smaller classes and
greater access to faculty. Students benefit from close mentorship, interactive discussions, and a
curriculum designed to enhance practical skills and critical thinking. Undergraduate education is



the primary focus, often resulting in a supportive academic community.

Learning Environment at Research Universities
Research universities provide access to cutting-edge laboratories, research opportunities, and
advanced coursework, especially at the graduate level. Students may participate in faculty-led
research projects, contributing to knowledge creation. However, larger class sizes and a stronger
focus on research can sometimes limit direct faculty interaction for undergraduates.

Opportunities for Student Research
Research universities typically offer extensive opportunities for students to engage in research,
internships, and collaborative projects, which can enhance educational outcomes and career
prospects. Teaching universities may provide research experiences but often on a smaller scale or
through specialized programs.

Funding and Resources
Funding sources and resource allocation differ significantly between teaching and research
universities, impacting facilities, programs, and institutional growth.

Financial Structure of Teaching Universities
Teaching universities rely heavily on tuition revenue and state funding to support instructional
activities. Resources are primarily directed toward improving teaching quality, student services, and
academic support. These institutions may have limited research budgets and infrastructure.

Research University Funding
Research universities attract substantial funding from government grants, private foundations, and
industry partnerships. This funding supports research labs, faculty salaries, graduate programs, and
technology development. The pursuit of external grants is a critical component of sustaining
research activities and institutional competitiveness.

Impact on Facilities and Infrastructure
Research universities often have advanced laboratories, research centers, and technology resources
that enhance the academic environment. Teaching universities focus more on classrooms, libraries,
and facilities that support instructional excellence and student engagement.



Career Outcomes and Institutional Reputation
The distinction between teaching and research universities influences graduates' career paths and
the overall reputation of the institution.

Graduate Success from Teaching Universities
Graduates from teaching universities often benefit from strong foundational knowledge,
personalized education, and practical skills. These attributes prepare students for careers in
education, business, healthcare, and other professional fields. Alumni networks and career services
at teaching universities support job placement and professional development.

Graduate Success from Research Universities
Research university graduates frequently pursue advanced degrees, academic careers, and roles in
research-intensive industries. The emphasis on research experience and scholarly achievement
enhances their competitiveness for doctoral programs, postdoctoral positions, and innovation-driven
employment sectors.

Institutional Prestige and Rankings
Research universities often dominate global rankings due to their research output, citation impact,
and academic reputation. Teaching universities may rank lower in these metrics but are recognized
for their commitment to high-quality teaching and student success. Institutional reputation can
influence student recruitment, funding opportunities, and partnerships.

Key Differences Summary

Focus: Teaching universities prioritize education; research universities prioritize knowledge
creation.

Faculty: Teaching universities emphasize instruction; research universities emphasize
research and publication.

Student Experience: Teaching universities provide personalized learning; research
universities offer research opportunities.

Funding: Teaching universities rely on tuition and state funds; research universities attract
grants and partnerships.

Career Outcomes: Teaching universities prepare for professional careers; research
universities prepare for academic and research careers.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main difference between a teaching university and
a research university?
A teaching university primarily focuses on undergraduate education and instructional quality, while
a research university emphasizes conducting original research alongside teaching.

Which type of university offers more opportunities for student
involvement in research?
Research universities generally offer more opportunities for student involvement in research due to
their active research programs and faculty projects.

Do teaching universities provide graduate programs?
Teaching universities may offer some graduate programs, but they typically have fewer and less
research-intensive graduate offerings compared to research universities.

How do faculty roles differ between teaching and research
universities?
Faculty at teaching universities focus more on delivering high-quality instruction and student
engagement, whereas faculty at research universities balance teaching with extensive research and
publishing responsibilities.

Which type of university is better for students seeking a
strong emphasis on mentorship and smaller class sizes?
Teaching universities often provide smaller class sizes and more direct mentorship, making them
ideal for students seeking closer faculty interaction.

Are research universities more competitive in terms of
admissions compared to teaching universities?
Research universities are often more competitive due to their reputation, research opportunities,
and broader program offerings, but competitiveness varies widely by institution.

How does funding differ between teaching and research
universities?
Research universities typically receive more funding through grants, contracts, and research
partnerships, while teaching universities rely more on tuition and state funding focused on
instructional activities.



Can a teaching university transition into a research
university?
While challenging, a teaching university can evolve into a research university by expanding research
programs, securing funding, and recruiting research-active faculty over time.

Which type of university is better suited for students
interested in pursuing careers in academia or research?
Research universities are generally better suited for students aiming for careers in academia or
research due to their strong research infrastructure and graduate programs.

Do teaching universities emphasize practical skills more than
research universities?
Teaching universities often emphasize practical, hands-on skills and applied learning, whereas
research universities may focus more on theoretical knowledge and research methodologies.

Additional Resources
1. Balancing Act: Navigating Teaching and Research at Universities
This book explores the challenges faculty face when trying to excel in both teaching and research
roles. It provides strategies for managing time, setting priorities, and achieving success in a dual-
focused academic environment. Through case studies and practical advice, it helps educators find a
balance that benefits both their students and their scholarly work.

2. Teaching vs. Research: Understanding the Academic Divide
This volume delves into the historical and cultural roots of the teaching-research divide in higher
education institutions. It examines how universities prioritize these roles differently and the impact
on faculty careers and student outcomes. The book offers insights into bridging gaps and fostering
integration between teaching and research missions.

3. The Research University: A Model for Excellence and Innovation
Focusing on research-intensive universities, this book highlights the benefits and challenges of
prioritizing research in academia. It discusses how these institutions drive innovation, attract
funding, and influence global knowledge production. The author also addresses the implications for
teaching quality and faculty workload.

4. Teaching Universities: Cultivating Learning and Student Success
This book centers on universities that emphasize teaching and student engagement over research
output. It presents models for effective pedagogy, curriculum design, and faculty development
tailored to teaching-focused institutions. Readers will find guidance on building vibrant academic
communities centered on learning.

5. Faculty Roles and Rewards: Reconciling Teaching and Research
Examining institutional policies and reward systems, this book investigates how faculty are
evaluated and incentivized for teaching versus research activities. It argues for reforms that
recognize and balance both contributions to create a more equitable academic environment. The



book includes perspectives from administrators, faculty, and policymakers.

6. The Scholarship of Teaching and Learning in Research Universities
This text explores how research universities can integrate the scholarship of teaching and learning
(SoTL) into their academic missions. It discusses methodologies for studying teaching practices and
improving student outcomes through evidence-based approaches. The book advocates for elevating
teaching to a scholarly endeavor alongside research.

7. Academic Identities: Teaching and Research in the 21st Century University
This book investigates how faculty members negotiate their professional identities amid competing
demands of teaching and research. Drawing on interviews and surveys, it reveals diverse
approaches and tensions experienced by academics. The author offers recommendations for
supporting faculty well-being and career development.

8. From Research to Classroom: Translating Scholarship into Teaching
Focusing on practical strategies, this book guides researchers on how to incorporate their
scholarship into effective teaching. It highlights ways to make research accessible and engaging for
students, fostering deeper learning experiences. The book is a valuable resource for faculty seeking
to enrich their teaching with current research.

9. Institutional Strategies for Integrating Teaching and Research
This book presents case studies of universities that have successfully merged their teaching and
research missions. It outlines institutional policies, culture shifts, and leadership practices that
support faculty in fulfilling both roles. Readers will gain insights into creating synergistic academic
environments that enhance both education and scholarship.
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  teaching vs research university: Managing the Research University Dean O. Smith,
2011-05-01 Managing the Research University provides a comprehensive background and discussion
of all major topics encountered routinely in managing the academic research enterprise. It serves as
a surrogate mentor by providing advice and guidance on best practices that set the professional
standards for academic research management.
  teaching vs research university: Following the Path from Teaching to Research University
Gustavo Gregorutti, 2011-01-18 The 21st century has started out with universities adhering to a
school of thought that has evolved to the point of believing in the metamorphosis of people and
society through the creation of powerful inventions. And society seems to expect that too.
Universities around the world are experiencing an increasing pressure to produce revolutionary
ideas that can be translated into publications, patents, business, and the like. As a way of welcoming
the third mission for universities, elite winners of this tough game are gathering prestige, visibility,
and all kind of human and financial assets. Training and research (the first and second missions) are
no longer enough; universities are in a race for resources expressed in rankings that tend to model
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the whole higher education system. But, what about the small and middle size universities? They are
watching the game and want to be part of it. This book is concerned with that group, especially
private higher education that is looking for ways to become visible and attract more resources.
Leadership at these institutions is becoming more entrepreneurial every day, and following in the
steps of highly research productive schools. Changes like these do not come without resistance from,
among others, faculty members who see these shifts as a threat to their traditional teaching mission.
In short, this wave of producing inventions has put an incredible amount of stress on human
resources and funding at smaller institutions. The book illustrates the perceptions that professors
have about the production of knowledge and their organizational environment. This study seeks,
through a mixed-method, to unveil organizational and personal characteristics of faculty members
most related to research productivity at 12 small to medium sized not-for-profit, private,
doctorate-granting universities in the United States of America. As an additional contribution, the
author taps into alternative models of higher education, the implications for which should be
considered in broader society. This is a scholarly work that is oriented to both policy makers and
scholars of private universities that are evolving from a teaching oriented culture to a more research
intense one.
  teaching vs research university: Teaching and Research in Contemporary Higher Education
Jung Cheol Shin, Akira Arimoto, William K. Cummings, Ulrich Teichler, 2013-07-19 This book
discusses how teaching and research have been weighted differently in academia in 18 countries
and one region, Hong Kong SAR, based on an international comparative study entitled the Changing
Academic Profession (CAP). It addresses these issues using empirical evidence, the CAP data.
Specifically, the focus is on how teaching and research are defined in each higher education system,
how teaching and research are preferred and conducted by academics, and how academics are
rewarded by their institution. Since the establishment of Berlin University in 1810, there has been
controversy on teaching and research as the primary functions of universities and academics. The
controversy increased when Johns Hopkins University was established in 1876 with only graduate
programs, and more recently with the release of the Carnegie Foundation report Scholarship
Reconsidered by Ernest L. Boyer in 1990. Since the publication of Scholarship Reconsidered in
1990, higher education scholars and policymakers began to pay attention to the details of teaching
and research activities, a kind of ‘black box’ because only individual academics know how they
conduct teaching and research in their own contexts.
  teaching vs research university: The Oxford Handbook of Education and Globalization
Paola Mattei, Xavier Dumay, Eric Mangez, Jacqueline Behrend, 2023 The Oxford Handbook on
Education and Globalization brings together in a unique way leading authors in social theory and in
political science and reflects on how these two disciplines deal with the relation between
globalization and education. The handbook develops a firmer and tighter dialogue between social
theory and education research, and analyzes the political and institutional factors that shape the
adoption of global reforms in education at multiple levels of governance. It is a must-read for anyone
looking for a comprehensive overview of how globalization and education interact to result in
distinct and varying outcomes across world regions.
  teaching vs research university: Who's in Charge of America's Research Universities? Thomas
J. Tighe, 2012-02-01 This book explores the American research university, and, in a larger sense,
addresses knowledge creation in our society, since research universities are the primary means for
the production and dissemination of basic knowledge in the public interest. Universities not only
play a major role in technological, economic, and cultural development, but also prepare much of the
country's leadership, particularly in the sciences, engineering, medicine, and other professions.
Confronting the pervasive sense that there is something seriously wrong with our research
universities, Thomas J. Tighe identifies internal division—specifically dysfunction in governance—as
the major cause of the problems of higher education. He traces the current strains in the university
to societal and institutional changes over the past several decades that together have created a
growing schism between the concerns and objectives of faculty and those of governing authorities.



To address this state of affairs, Tighe proposes a new university structure that would re-engage
faculty with the governance and welfare of their institutions, while helping to educate governance
authorities on the truly unique characteristics of the university. A number of controversial issues in
higher education are examined in detail, including the teaching-research relation, the question of
tenure, accountability, and relations between universities and the corporate sector.
  teaching vs research university: University Teaching James J.F. Forest, 2014-04-08
University and college teaching is an important topic in the study of higher education around the
world. This collection of original essays provides a broad perspective on the issue by examining
preparation, assessment, and reward from cross-cultural perspectives, and exploring the cultural
and social influences that affect these dimensions.
  teaching vs research university: Student-Teacher Research Jyoti Raina, Gunjan Sharma,
2025-08-29 This book focuses on the conceptualisation and practice of student- teacher research
(STR). Despite existing practices and global discourse on the importance of STR in foregrounding
teaching as a research-based profession, STR remains underexplored, particularly in the Indian
context. This volume engages in a reflective-analytic-empirical exploration of STR, its contexts,
concepts, nature, practices, experiences, challenges, and status in initial teacher education (ITE) in
India. An important contribution, the book will be indispensable to scholars and researchers of
education in India. The book will be essential in various teacher education programmes across the
country.
  teaching vs research university: Bulletin United States. Office of Education, 1932
  teaching vs research university: The SAGE Handbook of Management Learning, Education
and Development Steven J Armstrong, Cynthia V Fukami, 2009-05-07 The scholarship of
management teaching and learning has established itself as a field in its own right and this
benchmark handbook is the first to provide an account of the discipline. Original chapters from
leading international academics identify the key issues and map out where the discipline is going.
Each chapter provides a comprehensive and critical overview of the given topic area, highlights
current debates and reviews the emerging research agenda. Chapters embrace the study of
organizations as a whole, the concepts of individual and collective learning, the delivery of formal
management education and the facilitation of management development. Through consideration of
these themes the Handbook analyzes, promotes and critiques the contribution of management
learning, education and development to management understanding. It will be an invaluable point of
reference for all students and researchers interested in broadening their understanding of this
exciting and dynamic new field.
  teaching vs research university: Leading Research Universities Robert Lacroix, Louis Maheu,
2015 Comparative analyses of the elements that help research universities perform to world-class
standards.
  teaching vs research university: EBOOK: Reshaping the University: New Relationships
between Research, Scholarship and Teaching Ronald Barnett, 2005-09-16 What is the emerging
shape of the University? Are there spaces for present activities to be practised anew or even for new
activities? If these questions have force, they show that the metaphors of shapes and spaces can be
helpful in understanding the contemporary university.Research, teaching and scholarship remain the
dominant activities in universities and so it is their relationships that form the main concerns of this
volume. Are these activities pulling apart from each other? Or might these activities be brought
more together in illuminating ways? Is there space to redesign these activities so that they shed light
on each other? Is there room for yet other purposes? In this volume, a distinguished set of scholars
engage with these pertinent but challenging issues. Ideas are offered, and evidence is marshalled, of
practices that suggest a re-shaping of the University may be possible. Reshaping the University
appeals to those who are interested in the future of universities, including students, researchers,
managers and policy makers. It also addresses global issues and it will, therefore, interest the higher
education community worldwide. Contributors: Ronald Barnett, David Dill, Carol Bond, Lewis Elton,
Mick Healey, Mark Hughes, Rajani Naidoo, Mark Olssen, Bruce Macfarlane, Kathleen Nolan, Jan



Parker, Michael Peters, Alison Phipps, Jane Robertson, Peter Scott, Stephen Rowland.
  teaching vs research university: Job Satisfaction around the Academic World Peter James
Bentley, Hamish Coates, Ian Dobson, Leo Goedegebuure, V Lynn Meek, 2012-11-06 Higher
education systems have changed all over the world, but not all have changed in the same ways.
Although system growth and so-called massification have been worldwide themes, there have been
system-specific changes as well. It is these changes that have an important impact on academic work
and on the opinions of the staff that work in higher education. The academic profession has a key
role to play in producing the next generations of knowledge workers, and this task will be more
readily achieved by a contented academic workforce working within well-resourced teaching and
research institutions. This volume tells the story of academics’ opinions about the changes in their
own countries. The Changing Academic Profession (CAP) survey has provided researchers and policy
makers with the capacity to compare the academic profession around the world. Built around
national analyses of the survey this book examines academics’ opinions on a range of issues to do
with their job satisfaction. Following an introduction that considers the job satisfaction literature as
it relates to higher education, country-based chapters examine aspects of job satisfaction within
each country.
  teaching vs research university: Faculty Members' Scholarly Learning Across Institutional
Types Vicki L. Baker, Aimee LaPointe Terosky, Edna Martinez, 2017-08-22 Explore an important, yet
understudied concept: faculty scholarly learning. Taking a broad view, this volume explains how
scholarly learning is defined and conceptualized by scholars. The authors synthesize the recent
literature and organize the findings according to Boyers four forms of scholarship (discovery,
teaching, engagement, and integration). They then offer a counternarrative to faculty scholarly
learning and the ways in which it is enacted and supported. Recommendations for developing,
supporting, and evaluating faculty scholarly learning are also presented. This volume answers: What
does scholarly learning look like at different types of institutions? What contexts and/or supports
hinder or help faculty members scholarly learning at the different institutional types? What
challenges are noted in the extant literature on faculty work around further study or better
understanding of faculty members scholarly learning across institutional types? This is the second
issue of the 43rd volume of the Jossey-Bass series ASHE Higher Education Report. Each monograph
is the definitive analysis of a tough higher education issue, based on thorough research of pertinent
literature and institutional experiences. Topics are identified by a national survey. Noted
practitioners and scholars are then commissioned to write the reports, with experts providing
critical reviews of each manuscript before publication.
  teaching vs research university: Governance Reforms in European University Systems
Karsten Krüger, Martí Parellada, Daniel Samoilovich, Andrée Sursock, 2018-02-21 This book
examines governance reforms in higher education in six European countries: Austria, Denmark,
Finland, France, the Netherlands, and Portugal. It focuses in particular on the governance of the
systems and institutions in these countries. The book shows that each of the national reform
processes has been characterised by its own specific pathways embedded in the country’s specific
socio-economic contexts and cultures, but also has a number of features in common with the other
countries and processes. The first chapter of the book presents a conceptual framework to analyse
the reform processes as an ’implementation game’ played by several actors with diverse interests.
The second chapter describes the national reform processes of the six selected countries, giving a
voice to the individual university rectors and officials who played an important role during the
reform processes. Their stories constitute a vivid narrative of the government drivers of reform and
of the rationales of the institutions as main partners in the reform processes. These narratives are
analysed, complemented by, and contrasted with a review of the literature on the subject in the third
chapter. The final chapter consist of concluding remarks and lessons learned.
  teaching vs research university: Challenges and Options: The Academic Profession in Europe
Maria de Lourdes Machado-Taylor, Virgílio Meira Soares, Ulrich Teichler, 2017-02-21 This volume
explores the various issues that have an impact on the academic career of professionals in European



higher education. Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) are currently subject to profound
uncertainties and are more challenged than ever on quality issues, both with regard to their
conceptual nature and in the extension and amendment of their mission. Divided into three parts,
the first part of the book deals with the challenges and issues in higher education academic careers.
It addresses such topics as the influence of European policies and changes, the cultural differences
in the preferences of academics for teaching or research, the increasing inequality in working
conditions for academics, and the changing nature of academic strategy in the transformational
world of higher education with its implications for academic structures, work and careers. The
second part of the book analyses the findings of a national study on satisfaction of academics in
Portuguese higher education, carried out at the Centre for Research on Higher Education Policies
(CIPES). The third part offers a comparative analysis of a number of national European case studies,
focusing on the changing relevance of and increasing expectations around academic careers. The
concluding chapter discusses whether the academic profession is merely an artificial term that has
to do with a heterogeneous range of occupations, or if there are important common elements of the
academic profession across European Higher Education systems.
  teaching vs research university: Handbook of Research on Entrepreneurial Success and its
Impact on Regional Development Carvalho, Luísa, 2015-11-24
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  teaching vs research university: Science & Engineering Indicators , 1998
  teaching vs research university: Classified Index of National Labor Relations Board
Decisions and Related Court Decisions , 2005
  teaching vs research university: The Quality of Undergraduate Science Education United
States. Congress. House. Committee on Science, Space, and Technology. Subcommittee on Science,
1992 The hearing, opened by Rep. Ray Thorton of Arkansas, addressed the perceived imbalance
between teaching and research among university professors and the concern that the quality of
undergraduate science education within the United States has deteriorated. Witnesses were called
to examine factors that contribute to establishing an appropriate balance between research and
teaching responsibilities for professors and factors that improve the quality of undergraduate
science education. Witnesses included Dr. Charles M. Vest, President, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts; Dr. Karl S. Pister, Interim Chancellor, University of
California at Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz, California; Dr. E. Fred Carlisle, Senior Vice President and
Provost, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg, Virginia; Dr. Pamela A.
Ferguson, President Grinnell College, Grinnell, Iowa; Dr. Homer A. Neal, Chairman, Department of
Physics, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan; Dr. Samuel Ward, Professor and Department
Head, Department of Molecular and Cellular Biology, and Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary
Biology, University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona; Dr. Jack R. Lohmann, Associate Dean, College of
Engineering, and Professor of Industrial and Systems Engineering, Georgia Institute of Technology,
Atlanta, Georgia; and Dr. Denice Denton, Associate Professor, Department of Electrical and
Computer Engineering, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin. Topics discussed by the
witnesses included faculty evaluation and promotion; the interaction of teaching and research; the
Virginia Tech plan for undergraduate education and faculty rewards; the need for continued
research funding; and faculty incentive systems. A copy of America's Academic Future: A Report of
the Presidential Young Investigator Colloquium on U.S. Engineering, Mathematics, and Science
Education for the year 2010 and Beyond is included. (MDH)
  teaching vs research university: Colleges of Agriculture at the Land Grant Universities
National Research Council, Board on Agriculture, Committee on the Future of the Colleges of
Agriculture in the Land Grant University System, 1996-08-19 Since their inception in 1862, the U.S.



land grant colleges have evolved to become the training ground for the nation's and the world's
agriculturists. In this book, the committee examines the future of the colleges of agriculture in light
of changing national priorities for the agricultural, food, and natural resource system. The effects of
federal funding constraints also are examined, as are opportunities for growth presented by
developments in science. The committee's preceding volume, Colleges of Agriculture at the Land
Grant Universities: A Profile, is a compilation of the data that helped formulate the specific questions
to be addressed. Colleges of Agriculture at the Land Grant Univerisities: Public Service and Public
Policy is the deliberative report, rating conclusions and recommendations for institutional innovation
and public policy. It addresses these and other questions: What education mission should colleges of
agriculture adoptâ€and what strategies should they useâ€in light of significant changes in the
agricultural complex? Research in agriculture is expected to respond to consumer demands,
environmental concerns, world population growth, and increasing pressure on agricultural lands. Is
the century-old structure of land grant university-based research up to the task? What is the role of
extension in light of today's smaller farming communities and larger farming conglomerates? This
volume is the culmination of a landmark evaluation of land grant colleges of agriculture, an
American institution. This document will be of value to policymakers, administrators, and others
involved in agricultural science and education.
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