
teacher stares at student

teacher stares at student moments are common occurrences in classrooms around the
world, often carrying a range of meanings depending on the context. Such instances can
reflect attention, concern, discipline, or even encouragement. Understanding the nuances
behind a teacher’s gaze towards a student is essential for educators, students, and parents
alike. This article explores the various reasons a teacher stares at student, the
psychological and behavioral implications of such actions, and the impact it has on
classroom dynamics. Additionally, it examines how students typically perceive these stares
and offers guidance on how teachers can use eye contact effectively to foster a positive
learning environment. The discussion will further include strategies to interpret these non-
verbal cues accurately and address challenges that arise from misinterpretations.
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Psychological Implications of Teacher’s Gaze

Impact on Student Behavior and Classroom Environment

Student Perceptions of Being Stared At

Effective Use of Eye Contact in Teaching

Reasons Behind a Teacher Stares at Student
There are multiple reasons why a teacher stares at student during classroom interactions.
The motivation behind the gaze can vary from monitoring behavior to nonverbal
communication intended to encourage or reprimand. Understanding these reasons helps
clarify the teacher’s intent and minimizes misunderstandings.

Monitoring Attention and Engagement
Teachers often use eye contact as a tool to assess whether students are paying attention
to the lesson. A teacher stares at student who appears distracted or disengaged as a
subtle prompt to regain focus. This nonverbal cue is a common classroom management
strategy to maintain students’ involvement without interrupting the flow of instruction.

Disciplinary Signals
Another frequent reason a teacher stares at student is to signal disapproval or issue a
warning without verbal confrontation. A prolonged gaze can communicate that a student’s
behavior is inappropriate or needs correction. This silent disciplinary measure is often



effective in discouraging off-task behaviors or disruptions.

Encouragement and Support
In some cases, a teacher stares at student to convey encouragement or support, especially
when a student is struggling or has made a significant effort. This positive gaze can serve
to build confidence and motivate students to continue their hard work.

Psychological Implications of Teacher’s Gaze
The act of a teacher staring at student carries psychological weight, influencing both the
teacher’s and the student’s emotional and cognitive states. Eye contact is a powerful form
of nonverbal communication that affects trust, authority, and rapport in the classroom.

Establishing Authority and Presence
A teacher’s gaze can establish authority, demonstrating control over the classroom
environment. This presence helps maintain order and respect, making students more
likely to follow rules and participate appropriately.

Building Trust and Connection
Conversely, appropriate eye contact can foster trust and connection between teacher and
student. When a teacher stares at student in a supportive and attentive manner, it signals
that the educator cares about the student’s learning and well-being.

Causing Anxiety or Discomfort
However, if the gaze is perceived as overly intense or judgmental, it may induce anxiety or
discomfort in students. This negative reaction can hinder learning by distracting or
intimidating students, highlighting the importance of intentional and sensitive use of eye
contact.

Impact on Student Behavior and Classroom
Environment
The way a teacher stares at student significantly influences student behavior and the
overall classroom atmosphere. The gaze can act as a behavioral cue that shapes
interaction patterns and academic engagement.



Positive Behavioral Reinforcement
Teachers who use eye contact strategically can reinforce positive behavior effectively. A
teacher stares at student who is on task or contributing meaningfully, thereby
acknowledging and encouraging such conduct.

Managing Disruptive Behavior
Conversely, a focused stare can deter disruptive behavior by signaling teacher awareness
and readiness to intervene if necessary. This nonverbal cue often prevents minor issues
from escalating by discouraging negative actions.

Creating an Inclusive Learning Environment
Consistent and respectful eye contact contributes to creating an inclusive and engaging
classroom environment. When students feel seen and acknowledged, they are more likely
to participate actively and develop a sense of belonging.

Student Perceptions of Being Stared At
Students’ interpretations of a teacher’s gaze vary depending on individual personality,
cultural background, and the classroom context. Understanding these perceptions is vital
for educators to adjust their nonverbal communication appropriately.

Feeling Supported or Encouraged
Many students perceive a teacher’s attentive stare as a sign of support and
encouragement, which can boost motivation and self-esteem. This perception strengthens
the student-teacher relationship and enhances learning outcomes.

Experiencing Pressure or Anxiety
Some students may feel pressure or anxiety when a teacher stares at student, especially if
they interpret the gaze as judgmental or critical. This emotional response can negatively
affect concentration and participation.

Misinterpretations and Cultural Differences
Eye contact norms vary across cultures, leading to potential misinterpretations. What may
be considered respectful attention in one culture could be perceived as intrusive or
confrontational in another, making cultural sensitivity essential in classroom
communication.



Effective Use of Eye Contact in Teaching
Teachers can optimize classroom interactions by using eye contact thoughtfully and
purposefully. Adopting best practices ensures that the teacher stares at student in ways
that promote learning and positive relationships.

Techniques for Positive Eye Contact
Effective techniques include scanning the room regularly, making brief but meaningful eye
contact with individual students, and combining the gaze with verbal feedback. These
strategies help maintain engagement without causing discomfort.

Balancing Attention Among Students
Distributing eye contact evenly among students prevents feelings of favoritism or
exclusion. A teacher stares at student with equitable attention to foster a balanced and
fair classroom environment.

Adapting to Individual Needs
Recognizing individual student responses to eye contact allows teachers to adjust their
approach. For students who may feel uneasy with direct gaze, teachers can employ
alternative strategies such as smiling or nodding to convey attention and support.

List of Best Practices for Using Eye Contact

Maintain natural and relaxed eye contact to avoid intimidation.

Use eye contact to reinforce positive behavior and engagement.

Avoid prolonged staring that may cause discomfort or anxiety.

Be mindful of cultural differences in eye contact norms.

Combine eye contact with verbal encouragement for clarity.

Distribute attention evenly to all students.

Adapt eye contact strategies based on individual student needs.



Frequently Asked Questions

Why might a teacher stare at a student during class?
A teacher might stare at a student to gain their attention, assess their understanding, or
address disruptive behavior.

Is it appropriate for a teacher to stare at a student?
While occasional eye contact is normal, prolonged staring may be uncomfortable or
perceived as intimidating; teachers should maintain respectful and professional behavior.

How should a student respond if a teacher is staring at
them?
Students can maintain eye contact, stay attentive, or politely ask if the teacher wants to
address something to avoid misunderstandings.

Can a teacher's stare be a sign of favoritism or bias?
Sometimes, a teacher may focus more on certain students, but it is important for
educators to be aware of this and treat all students fairly and equally.

What should a teacher do if they notice a student
feeling uncomfortable due to their stare?
Teachers should be mindful of their body language and ensure they create a supportive
and comfortable classroom environment.

Are there any cultural differences in interpreting a
teacher's stare?
Yes, cultural norms vary; in some cultures, direct eye contact is seen as respectful, while
in others it may be considered rude or confrontational.

Additional Resources
1. The Teacher’s Gaze: Understanding Classroom Dynamics
This book explores the psychological impact of teacher-student interactions, focusing on
how a teacher's gaze can influence student behavior and learning. It delves into the subtle
non-verbal cues that shape classroom atmosphere and student confidence. Using real-
world examples, the author provides strategies for educators to foster positive
engagement through mindful observation.

2. When Eyes Meet: The Power of Teacher Stares in Education
An insightful look at the often-overlooked power of eye contact in educational settings.



This book examines how a teacher’s stare can convey authority, encouragement, or
discipline. It offers practical advice on using eye contact effectively to build rapport and
maintain classroom control.

3. Silent Signals: The Role of Non-Verbal Communication in Teaching
Focusing on body language and facial expressions, this book reveals how teachers
communicate silently with students. It highlights the significance of the teacher’s stare
and other non-verbal cues in managing classroom behavior and enhancing learning.
Educators will find techniques to harness these signals to improve student engagement.

4. The Watchful Eye: Teacher Observation and Student Response
This book investigates the dynamic between a teacher’s watchful eye and student
reactions. It discusses how students perceive and respond to the intensity or softness of a
teacher’s gaze. The author provides insights into balancing observation with empathy to
create a supportive learning environment.

5. Eyes on Learning: How Teacher Attention Shapes Student Success
Exploring the correlation between teacher attention and student achievement, this book
argues that where and how a teacher looks matters. It presents research-backed evidence
on the effects of focused attention and gaze patterns in classrooms. Tips for teachers on
maximizing positive student outcomes through intentional observation are included.

6. The Stare Effect: Discipline and Motivation in the Classroom
This title examines how a teacher’s stare can serve as a tool for discipline and motivation.
It discusses the psychological underpinnings of the "stare effect" and its impact on student
behavior. The book offers guidance on using eye contact to encourage positive conduct
without intimidation.

7. Gazing Into Minds: The Teacher’s Role in Student Awareness
Delving into cognitive and emotional aspects, this book explores how a teacher’s gaze
influences student self-awareness and focus. It discusses methods for teachers to use their
attention to foster mindfulness and deeper engagement. Case studies illustrate practical
applications in diverse educational settings.

8. The Silent Dialogue: Teacher Stares and Student Communication
Highlighting the silent exchange between teachers and students, this book reveals how
much can be communicated through a simple stare. It addresses cultural differences and
individual perceptions of eye contact. Educators will learn to interpret and use these silent
dialogues to enhance understanding and connection.

9. Facing the Classroom: The Impact of Teacher Presence and Gaze
This comprehensive work covers the concept of teacher presence, emphasizing the role of
gaze in establishing authority and empathy. It combines theory and practice to help
teachers become more aware of their visual engagement with students. The book
encourages reflective teaching practices that recognize the power of the teacher’s stare.
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  teacher stares at student: The Teacher's Guide to Inclusive Education Peggy A. Hammeken,
2007-06-20 The ‘nuts and bolts’ of supporting an inclusive program or implementing a new one!
Helping teachers meet all students’ learning needs in today’s diverse classrooms, this
comprehensive resource shows how to establish an inclusive education program or enrich an
existing one. The author provides strategies to assist students who are in special programs, who may
be at risk, or who simply need additional support to be successful. Offering 108 reproducible forms
and a complete resources section, this practical guide covers: Reading and written language
accommodations Strategies for daily assignments and assessments Teaching strategies for
mathematics Approaches for improving student behavior
  teacher stares at student: The Teacher's Guide to Leading Student-Centered Discussions
Michael S. Hale, Elizabeth A. City, 2006-04-05 Engage and enlighten students by skillfully guiding
them through thought-provoking classroom discussions using these straightforward strategies.
  teacher stares at student: Lucky Seven Gia Letteri, 2023-09-08 To the children of the town, it
was home. To the adults it was hell. But yet, life still went on for the town of Franklin, Tennessee.
Ask anyone and they’ll most likely say that a man named Daniel Mears put a curse on the town. Even
newcomer Liv knows better than to ignore the stories. But what happens when your demons come to
life? And what happens when they’re hellbent on destroying you and everyone you love?
  teacher stares at student: Raza Studies Julio Cammarota, Augustine Romero, 2014-02-27 The
well-known and controversial Mexican American studies (MAS) program in Arizona’s Tucson Unified
School District set out to create an equitable and excellent educational experience for Latino
students. Raza Studies: The Public Option for Educational Revolution offers the first comprehensive
account of this progressive—indeed revolutionary—program by those who created it, implemented it,
and have struggled to protect it. Inspired by Paulo Freire’s vision for critical pedagogy and Chicano
activists of the 1960s, the designers of the program believed their program would encourage
academic achievement and engagement by Mexican American students. With chapters by leading
scholars, this volume explains how the program used “critically compassionate intellectualism” to
help students become “transformative intellectuals” who successfully worked to improve their level
of academic achievement, as well as create social change in their schools and communities. Despite
its popularity and success inverting the achievement gap, in 2010 Arizona state legislators
introduced and passed legislation with the intent of banning MAS or any similar curriculum in public
schools. Raza Studies is a passionate defense of the program in the face of heated local and national
attention. It recounts how one program dared to venture to a world of possibility, hope, and
struggle, and offers compelling evidence of success for social justice education programs.
  teacher stares at student: An Oral History of the Special Olympics in China Volume 2
William P. Alford, Mei Liao, Fengming Cui, 2020-05-25 This open access book contains the oral
histories that were inspired by the work of the Special Olympics in conjunction with the 50th
anniversary of its founding. The foreword and prefatory materials provide an overview of the Special
Olympics and its growth in the People’s Republic of China. The sections that follow record interview
transcripts of individuals with intellectual disabilities living in Shanghai. In addition to chronicling
the involvement of these individuals and their families in the Special Olympics movement, the
interview transcripts also capture their daily lives and how they have navigated school and work.
  teacher stares at student: The Alpha’s Hunt Trial Mate Jenny J. Hill, 2025-01-30 Every
decade, the Lycans host a brutal competition to crown the Alpha Supreme—a ruthless test of
strength, cunning, and survival. Twenty competitors enter the deadly arena. Only five will make it
out alive. For Elise Attwood, freedom has always been an impossible dream. So when the enigmatic
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and dangerously captivating Alpha Luke Winters offers her a deal—her freedom in exchange for
being his partner in the Hunt—she doesn’t hesitate. But the Hunt is no simple game. Over eight
weeks of bloodshed, betrayal, and unspoken desires, Elise and Luke must navigate deadly alliances,
shadowy secrets, and an attraction that burns hotter than fire. When the final night falls and the
dust settles, one question remains: will they emerge as victors—or will the Hunt destroy them both?
In a world where loyalty is a weapon and love is the deadliest risk of all, some hunts are worth dying
for.
  teacher stares at student: The Alpha's Fated Omega Msheartlessly, 2022-10-21 Going to pack
your things already? Sebastian stared straight at me. I'm not one of the Omegas that are going with
you, I said keeping my tone normal. But you are an Omega, aren't you? he raised his dark brown
eyebrow. I opened my mouth to say something, but Alpha bated me to it. Sebastian, you should pick
someone a little more... Obedient. He looked at me as if I was a bug under his shoes. Elizabeth
always has had a problem with discipline, he continued. A moment later, my chin was caught by a
callous thumb and finger, and my face was jerked up. Sebastian looked over my face and turned it to
one side, then the other. As if observing whether or not the product he wanted to fulfill his demands.
An Omega who's not obedient to Lycan? Sebastian said. I wonder why no one has taught you
otherwise yet. *** Every ten years, the Alpha King will host a competition to choose the Alpha
Supreme, and the competition always has twenty competitors participate but only a quarter survive.
When Elizabeth Grey is offered freedom in exchange for accompanying Alpha Sebastian Walt on the
Hunt, she has no reason to refuse. After eight weeks of blood, mayhem, fruitless feeling, and dark
secrets, a cursed Alpha with a made Omega are on the Hunt for a deadly game. Will things ever
remain the same?
  teacher stares at student: Thinking Like a Lawyer Colin Seale, 2021-09-03 Critical thinking is
the essential tool for ensuring that students fulfill their promise. But, in reality, critical thinking is
still a luxury good, and students with the greatest potential are too often challenged the least.
Thinking Like a Lawyer: Introduces a powerful but practical framework to close the critical thinking
gap. Gives teachers the tools and knowledge to teach critical thinking to all students. Helps students
adopt the skills, habits, and mindsets of lawyers. Empowers students to tackle 21st-century
problems. Teaches students how to compete in a rapidly changing global marketplace. Colin Seale, a
teacher-turned-attorney-turned-education-innovator and founder of thinkLaw, uses his unique
experience to introduce a wide variety of concrete instructional strategies and examples that
teachers can use in all grade levels and subject areas. Individual chapters address
underachievement, the value of nuance, evidence-based reasoning, social-emotional learning,
equitable education, and leveraging families to close the critical thinking gap.
  teacher stares at student: Kid's Box American English Level 4 Teacher's Edition Melanie
Williams, Caroline Nixon, 2010-12-02 Kid's Box is a six-level course for young learners. Bursting with
bright ideas to inspire both teachers and students, Kid's Box American English gives children a
confident start to learning English. It also fully covers the syllabus for the Cambridge Young
Learners English (YLE) tests. The Teacher's Edition contains comprehensive notes, as well as extra
activities and classroom ideas to inspire both teachers and students. Level 4 completes the Movers
cycle (CEF level A1).
  teacher stares at student: Beyond Words; Nonverbal Communication in the Classroom James
Joseph Thompson, 1973
  teacher stares at student: How to Get All Teachers to Become Like the Best Teachers
Todd Whitaker, 2024-12-02 There are dramatic differences in the quality of teachers in every school.
Every building has teachers who consistently engage students and deliver high-quality instruction.
Every building also has teachers with varying ranges of ability. If all teachers could be more like the
best teachers, then we would have significant improvement in every school. In this important book,
Todd Whitaker demonstrates how this can really be achieved. With inspiration, humor, and practical
advice, Whitaker shares the qualities of the best teachers and how we can teach these qualities to
others. He shows how the best teachers emphasize the learning relationship; focus only on what



they can influence; and use effective classroom management involving filtering, proximity,
redirection, and business mode. He then explains how we can coach other teachers by showing, not
telling; by creating subcultures and learning experiences; and by leading the way. Finally, Whitaker
describes the importance of hiring highly talented people who form new lines rather than fall in line.
He provides strategies for asking the right interview questions, for choosing the right mentors, and
for selecting the best hosts for student teachers. No matter how education changes, there are always
outstanding teachers making a difference. We can grow our schools by helping even more teachers
become exceptional.
  teacher stares at student: Confessions of an Expat Scott Phillips, 2009-01-01 Confessions of
an Expat is a script about the men and women who travel to Asia to see the world, all courtesy of
their native language English which allows them jobs in private institutes and the ability to
shape/warp young minds. From the airport arrival to beer-soaked nights, hangover days and the ever
present feeling of being a fish out of water. Filled with kind-hearted teachers, spoiled students,
horny housewives, drunken wretches, immigration officials, prostitutes and gangsters, Confessions
of an Expat is as close to the experience of living and teaching overseas that you will come without
actually getting on the plane.
  teacher stares at student: The Lowdown on China’s Higher Education Martin Wolff,
2011-07-12 “Obviously, you are not chanting the exultations of China which many of my country
people are used to listening to.” A Chinese scholar recognizes that this book is not a further attempt
to curry favor with China by tickling its leaders’ ears. This book examines what is right and the truth
about what is wrong with English language education in Chinese colleges and universities. As our
Chinese colleague further states, “Most Chinese are learning English like one learning swimming
ashore.” We have been writing about these shortcomings for ten years. It arises because
administrators posted to their positions due to party affiliation and good standing, are basically
ignorant of administration and educational matters. “The VIPs of EEC believe that they know, while
they don’t, what are under their supervision; the professionals of EEC believe that what they are
doing academically is helpful while it’s not. The two types are making the common non-professional
people believe that they are knowingly reliable while they are not. . . . The educated, as well as the
illiterate, do not know what to do and what not to do, what is correct and what is wrong, what is
worthy and what is not, etc. The weakness, from the historical perspective, is also a consequence of
modern Chinese history whose knowledge most Chinese people are poor at but reluctant to admit.”
This book could not be published within China due to its truthfulness.
  teacher stares at student: Pre-Service and In-Service Teacher Education: Concepts,
Methodologies, Tools, and Applications Management Association, Information Resources,
2018-11-02 As with any industry, the education sector goes through frequent changes due to modern
technological advancements. It is every educator’s duty to keep up with these shifting requirements
and alter their teaching style to best fit the needs of their classroom. Pre-Service and In-Service
Teacher Education: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications explores the current state of
pre-service teacher programs as well as continuing education initiatives for in-service educators. It
also emphasizes the growing role of technology in teacher skill development and training as well as
key pedagogical developments and methods. Highlighting a range of topics such as teacher
preparation programs, teaching standards, and fieldwork and practicum experiences, this
multi-volume book is designed for pre-service teachers, teacher educators, researchers,
professionals, and academics in the education field.
  teacher stares at student: Does My Teacher Notice Me? Tyler Gilbert, 2024-12-29 How well
do you notice your students? Affirming students’ thinking and adapting the learning experience to
support and advance their understanding is an act of both expertise and compassion. This is teacher
noticing. Does My Teacher Notice Me? emphasizes the often-overlooked skill of teacher noticing:
observing or paying attention to students’ thinking and following up with appropriate actions to
elevate or advance their learning experience or knowledge. By exploring the characteristics and
components of expert teacher noticing, this hands-on resource provides guidance for educators



seeking to elevate their teaching practice, enhance student engagement, and boost learning
outcomes. Inside, you′ll discover How to observe and respond to student needs in the moment
Strategies for fostering meaningful conversations with students Learning intentions, success
criteria, prompts, templates, and reflection questions that bring the content to life Tips for
cultivating compassion in the classroom Effectively noticing is a complex yet essential aspect of
teaching expertise. Does My Teacher Notice Me? helps teachers puts students at the center of the
learning process. Through this book, teachers will adopt a different way of being present with
learners and discover new ways of having more meaningful conversations that lead to student
success.
  teacher stares at student: A Description of Student-cueing Behavior,
Teacher-management Responses, and Self-reported Teacher-management Conceptions in
an Elementary Classroom John Groves, 1979
  teacher stares at student: Teaching Sociology Successfully Andrew Jones, 2017-07-06
Teaching Sociology Successfully is a comprehensive guide to teaching, learning and delivering
sociology, not only with success but with confidence. Carefully combing insightful anecdotes and
practical ideas with key theoretical concepts on planning, learning styles and assessment, this book
is an essential tool for both new and experienced teachers of sociology. Each chapter focuses on a
particular aspect of the teaching and learning process – from preparing to teach the subject for the
first time to measuring student progress over time – in an approachable yet rigorous way. This
practical guide will help you to: improve your knowledge of specifications and syllabuses at GCSE
and AS/A Level; provide the best pedagogic approaches for teaching sociology; think about learning
styles, skills and capacities in relation to teaching sociology; gain practical ideas and activities for
improving student’s argumentation, evaluation and essay writing skills; apply strategies for teaching
abstract sociological theories and concepts; make the teaching of research methods engaging and
interesting; deal with practical issues such as planning and assessing learning; encourage students’
independent learning and revision; connect ICT, social networking websites and the mass media to
further students’ sociological knowledge; tackle the thorny issues of politics and controversial
topics. Drawing on the author’s own experiences, Teaching Sociology Successfully helps readers to
identify, unpack and negotiate challenges common to those teaching sociology. Complete with a
variety of pedagogical resources, it provides tasks and further reading to support CPD and reflective
practice. This book will be an invaluable tool for students on PGCE social science training courses,
as well as School Direct candidates and undergraduates studying BEds in similar fields.
  teacher stares at student: At Risk Students Jonas Cox, Richard Sagor, 2013-09-13 This book
is organized around CBUPO, the basic psychological needs of all students: competence, ,belonging,
usefulness, potency, and optimism. When teachers and schools focus on meeting these needs, the
rate of at-riskness is drastically reduced. This book presents practical strategies and tips to help
teachers and administrators help all students become successful learners. The revised edition offers
new material on using classroom assessment, complying with standards and high stakes testing, an
updated approach to evaluating At-Risk Prevention programs, and alternative strategies for meeting
the motivational needs of at-risk youth, from developmental constructivism to mastery learning.
  teacher stares at student: Counseling Boys and Men with ADHD George Kapalka,
2010-11-16 Attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder primarily affects boys and male teens, and the
symptoms can continue on into adulthood. Consequently, clinicians need to be well-versed in
techniques to treat this disorder that are tailored specifically to the needs of males; there are,
however, few resources available to them. This guidebook provides a review of the counseling,
educational, and medical interventions that can benefit boys and men with ADHD. Kapalka begins
with a review of symptoms, etiology, assessment, and diagnosis and then discusses a variety of
specific interventions: individual counseling, parenting techniques, classroom interventions, and
group counseling techniques. The use of medication in conjunction with counseling is also
considered. Throughout all of the topics covered, Kapalka emphasizes what it is like to be male and
have ADHD and describes the impacts that masculinity and gender expectations can have on the



expression of and response to the disorder.
  teacher stares at student: The Magician of Primary Louie Wang, 2012-11-27 Everyone has
their own dark period of depression and I have mine too. Most people say that time is the best drug
to treat a wound of depression and I agree. I am now a high school senior in my local area, Great
Neck. I came to this neighborhood around five years ago. By the time then, I was a boy who speaks
completely no English, and I was in the abyss of darkness. That period of time was a nightmare to
me but not anymore until something magical happened to me. But magic is hard to maintain in this
cruel world of reality which filled with Anti-magic toxin, the doubt of something that can’t be
explained by science or common sense. People may not believe me after they read though this entire
book of what I experienced, because it’s too magical. At the darkest period of my life so far, I was a
boy who filled with hate, envy, anger, rebellion and incomprehension. But a miracle, the appearance
of the Magician of Primary, changed my life, from the time then to my future life. Because the
Magician taught me something important that I once achieved but then got lost and now restarted
learning, the Magic of Primary.
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