teacher professional development ideas

teacher professional development ideas are essential for educators seeking to enhance
their skills, stay current with educational trends, and improve student outcomes. Effective
professional development enables teachers to adopt innovative teaching strategies,
integrate technology, and foster inclusive classroom environments. This article explores a
variety of teacher professional development ideas designed to support lifelong learning
and career growth. From collaborative workshops to online courses, mentoring programs,
and reflective practices, these strategies aim to empower teachers at all career stages.
Additionally, this guide highlights practical tips for maximizing the impact of professional
development activities. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of
diverse approaches to teacher growth and continuous improvement.

e Collaborative Professional Learning

e Technology Integration in Professional Development
e Mentoring and Coaching Programs

e Workshops and Conferences

¢ Reflective Practices and Self-Assessment

Collaborative Professional Learning

Collaborative professional learning encourages teachers to engage with peers through
shared experiences and collective problem-solving. This approach fosters a culture of
continuous improvement and supports the exchange of best practices.

Professional Learning Communities (PLCs)

PLCs are structured groups where teachers meet regularly to discuss curriculum,
instructional strategies, and student data. These communities promote collaboration,
accountability, and shared responsibility for student achievement.

Peer Observations and Feedback

Peer observations involve teachers visiting each other’s classrooms to observe teaching
methods and provide constructive feedback. This process enhances instructional
techniques and encourages reflective practice.



Team Teaching

Team teaching allows educators to co-plan, co-instruct, and co-assess students, facilitating
knowledge exchange and diversified instructional strategies. This method supports
professional growth through hands-on collaboration.

Technology Integration in Professional
Development

Incorporating technology into teacher professional development ideas expands access to
resources and enables personalized learning experiences. Technology tools also prepare
teachers to effectively engage digital-native students.

Online Courses and Webinars

Online platforms offer flexible professional development through asynchronous courses
and live webinars, covering a wide range of topics from pedagogy to subject-specific
content.

Virtual Collaboration Tools

Tools such as video conferencing, discussion boards, and shared document platforms
facilitate ongoing communication and collaboration among educators regardless of
location.

Educational Technology Training

Training sessions focused on integrating educational technology into the classroom help
teachers utilize digital tools to enhance instruction, assessment, and student engagement.

Mentoring and Coaching Programs

Mentoring and coaching are powerful teacher professional development ideas that provide
individualized support and guidance aimed at improving instructional effectiveness and
professional growth.

New Teacher Induction Programs

Induction programs pair novice teachers with experienced mentors who offer advice,
model effective teaching practices, and assist with classroom management challenges.



Instructional Coaching

Instructional coaches work closely with teachers to analyze teaching practices, set goals,
and implement strategies that improve student learning outcomes.

Peer Mentoring

Peer mentoring involves teachers at similar experience levels supporting each other’s
professional development through shared reflection and resource exchange.

Workshops and Conferences

Workshops and conferences provide concentrated learning experiences where educators
can deepen their knowledge, acquire new skills, and network with professionals in the
field.

Subject-Specific Workshops

These workshops focus on content-area expertise, helping teachers stay current with
curriculum standards, instructional methods, and assessment techniques relevant to their
discipline.

Skill-Building Sessions

Skill-building workshops target areas such as classroom management, differentiated
instruction, and data-driven decision making, equipping teachers with practical tools.

Educational Conferences

Conferences offer opportunities to learn from experts, explore emerging trends, and
participate in hands-on sessions that inspire innovative teaching practices.

Reflective Practices and Self-Assessment

Reflective practices and self-assessment encourage teachers to critically evaluate their
instructional methods and professional growth, fostering continuous improvement.

Journaling and Reflective Writing

Maintaining a professional journal allows teachers to document experiences, identify
challenges, and reflect on strategies that enhance teaching effectiveness.



Video Analysis of Teaching

Recording and reviewing classroom instruction helps teachers observe their interactions,
instructional methods, and student engagement to inform future practice.

Goal Setting and Action Planning

Setting specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound (SMART) goals enables
teachers to focus professional development efforts and track progress over time.

Engage actively in professional learning communities for collaborative growth.

Utilize technology to access diverse and flexible learning opportunities.

Seek mentoring and coaching to receive personalized support.

Participate in workshops and conferences to deepen expertise.

Incorporate reflective practices to foster self-awareness and continuous
improvement.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective teacher professional
development ideas for remote learning?

Effective professional development ideas for remote learning include virtual workshops,
webinars on digital tools, online collaborative platforms for sharing resources, and
training on engaging students through video conferencing.

How can teachers incorporate technology into their
professional development?

Teachers can incorporate technology by using online courses, educational apps, virtual
reality simulations, and participating in social media groups or forums dedicated to
education to stay updated with the latest tech trends.

What role does peer collaboration play in teacher
professional development?

Peer collaboration allows teachers to share best practices, provide feedback, co-plan
lessons, and support each other's growth, fostering a community of continuous learning
and improvement.



How can micro-credentialing benefit teacher
professional development?

Micro-credentialing offers teachers targeted, flexible learning opportunities that recognize
specific skills or knowledge gained, making professional development more personalized
and manageable.

What are some creative professional development ideas
to engage teachers?

Creative ideas include gamified learning modules, instructional coaching, peer
observations with reflective discussions, and project-based learning aligned with teachers’
interests and classroom needs.

How can professional development be aligned with
teachers' individual goals?

By conducting needs assessments, setting personalized learning objectives, offering choice
in PD topics, and providing opportunities for self-reflection and goal setting, professional
development can be tailored to individual teacher growth.

What are the benefits of incorporating social-emotional
learning (SEL) into teacher professional development?

Incorporating SEL helps teachers manage stress, build positive relationships with
students, create supportive classroom environments, and improve overall teacher well-
being and effectiveness.

How can schools measure the effectiveness of teacher
professional development programs?

Effectiveness can be measured through teacher feedback surveys, observation of
classroom practices, student performance data, and the achievement of professional
learning goals.

Additional Resources

1. Driven by Data: A Practical Guide to Improve Instruction

This book by Paul Bambrick-Santoyo offers educators a clear roadmap for using data to
enhance teaching and learning. It emphasizes the importance of data-driven decision-
making and provides practical strategies for analyzing student performance and adjusting
instruction accordingly. Teachers and school leaders will find actionable tools to create a
culture of continuous improvement.

2. Teach Like a Champion 2.0
Doug Lemov’s updated classic focuses on effective teaching techniques that can be



implemented immediately. The book breaks down complex teaching strategies into
manageable, observable techniques that promote student engagement and achievement. It
is especially useful for professional development as it provides concrete examples and
videos to support teacher growth.

3. The Art of Coaching: Effective Strategies for School Transformation

By Elena Aguilar, this book explores the role of coaching in professional development. It
offers frameworks and tools for instructional coaches and teacher leaders to foster
meaningful conversations and support teacher improvement. The emphasis on reflective
practice and relationship-building makes it a valuable resource for sustained professional
growth.

4. Mindset: The New Psychology of Success

Carol S. Dweck’s influential work introduces the concept of growth mindset, which has
profound implications for teacher development. Understanding how beliefs about ability
affect learning can help educators cultivate resilience and a love of learning in themselves
and their students. The book encourages teachers to embrace challenges and view failures
as opportunities to grow.

5. Professional Learning Communities at Work: Best Practices for Enhancing Student
Achievement

Richard DuFour and Robert Eaker provide a comprehensive guide to establishing and
maintaining professional learning communities (PLCs) in schools. The book outlines the
key characteristics of effective PLCs and offers strategies for collaboration, data analysis,
and shared leadership. It is essential for educators looking to foster collective
responsibility and continuous improvement.

6. Visible Learning for Teachers: Maximizing Impact on Learning

John Hattie translates his extensive research on what works best in education into
practical advice for teachers. This book helps educators understand and apply evidence-
based strategies to maximize student learning outcomes. It supports professional
development by encouraging reflective practice and informed instructional decisions.

7. Embedding Formative Assessment: Practical Techniques for K-12 Classrooms

Dylan Wiliam presents formative assessment as a key driver of effective teaching and
learning. The book offers easy-to-implement techniques that help teachers gather and use
student feedback to adapt instruction. It is a vital resource for educators aiming to
improve their assessment literacy and enhance student engagement.

8. Instructional Rounds in Education: A Network Approach to Improving Teaching and
Learning

Elizabeth A. City and colleagues introduce the concept of instructional rounds, borrowed
from medical rounds, as a tool for teacher development. This approach encourages
collaborative observations and discussions focused on improving instructional practices.
The book provides a structured process that fosters a culture of trust and continuous
learning.

9. Teach for Understanding: Linking Research with Practice

By Martha Stone Wiske, this book bridges educational research and classroom practice
with a focus on deep understanding. It advocates for teaching that promotes critical
thinking and the application of knowledge in varied contexts. Teachers engaged in



professional development will benefit from its practical frameworks for designing
meaningful learning experiences.
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teacher professional development ideas: Rethinking Teacher Professional Development
Donald Freeman, 2023-07-18 This book presents a new set of ideas to challenge established thinking
and to guide researching and designing teacher professional development. Grounded in the work of
the Learning4Teaching Project which documented public-sector teachers’ experiences and learning
from professional development in three countries, the volume presents a sociomaterial perspective
on teacher sensemaking. This teacher-centered perspective disputes the conventional calculus in
which teachers learn content that they apply in their classrooms. Part I outlines conventional issues
in how teacher learning and professional development have been conceptualized and studied; Part II
introduces a new group of concepts that rethink these assumptions; and Part III offers important
insights to inform professional development across disciplines, cultures, and contexts. Written by a
leading international teacher educator in an accessible style that incorporates visual representations
and project data, the book will appeal to practitioners, scholars, and researchers who design and
research how teachers learn in professional development.

teacher professional development ideas: Flexibility for Quality Programs and Innovative
Ideas for High Quality Teachers United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and the
Workforce. Subcommittee on Postsecondary Education, Training, and Life-long Learning, 1999 This
hearing focused on issues related to teacher quality. It examined the role of the federal government
in providing funds for professional development and looked at the largest federal program dedicated
to this area, the Eisenhower Professional Development Program. After opening statements by
Chairman Howard P. McKeon and Ranking Member Matthew Martinez, both of the Subcommittee
on Postsecondary Education, Training and Lifelong Learning, Committee on Education and the
Workforce, the hearing included statements from: Marnie S. Shaul, Associate Director, Education
and Employment Issues, General Accounting Office, Washington, DC; Beatrice F. Birman, Director,
National Evaluation of the Eisenhower Professional Development Program, American Institutes for
Research, Washington, DC; David A. Bauman, Director, Capital Area Math/Science Alliance,
Summerdale, PA; Colleen Seremet, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction, Board of Education of
Dorchester County, Cambridge, MD; and Louisa Moats, Project Director, NICHD, University of Texas
at Houston, Early Interventions Project, Washington. DC. The written opening statement and written
testimonies are appended. (SM)

teacher professional development ideas: Teacher Education and Professional
Development In Industry 4.0 Ashadi, Joko Priyana, Basikin, Anita Triastuti, Nur Hidayanto
Pancoro Setyo Putro, 2020-10-20 The main theme of the proceedings of the 4th International
Conference on Teacher Education and Professional Development (InCoTEPD 2019) is “Teacher
Education and Professional Development in Industry 4.0. The papers have been carefully grouped
under the subthemes of teacher education and professional development, curriculum, learning
materials, teaching-learning process, technology and media, and assessment in Industry 4.0
education. They also cover vocational education in the era in question and one section is devoted to
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Industrially disadvantaged societies. As these papers were presented at an internationally refereed
conference dedicated to the advancement of theories and practices in education, they provide an
opportunity for academics and professionals from various educational fields with cross-disciplinary
interests to bridge the knowledge gap and promote research esteem and the evolution of pedagogy.

teacher professional development ideas: Second Language Teacher Professional
Development Karim Sadeghi, Michael Thomas, 2023-03-23 This edited book brings together
documented evidence and theoretical propositions on the essential mediating role of digital
technology in L2 teacher education and professional development. Topics range from technological
affordances in teacher education, to challenges and responses to emergency transition from face to
face to virtual professional development, to successful practices of online teacher training courses.
Bringing together examples from various countries and contexts of how L2 teacher trainers and
trainee teachers view these forced changes and react to them, the volume fills a gap in the use of
digital technology in contexts where teacher educators and trainee teachers are not
technology-literate and not prepared for technology-oriented education. In addition to a Foreword by
Mark Warschauer and Introduction and Conclusion chapters by Editors, the volume features 13
full-length chapters by some of the well-known experts from countries such as Australia, Finland,
Mexico, the UK, the USA, Spain, Singapore, Turkey and Sweden.

teacher professional development ideas: Teacher Training and Professional
Development: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications Management Association,
Information Resources, 2018-05-04 Regardless of the field or discipline, technology is rapidly
advancing, and individuals are faced with the challenge of adapting to these new innovations. To
remain up-to-date on the current practices, teachers and administrators alike must constantly stay
informed of the latest advances in their fields. Teacher Training and Professional Development:
Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications contains a compendium of the latest academic
material on the methods, skills, and techniques that are essential to lifelong learning and
professional advancement. Including innovative studies on teaching quality, pre-service teacher
preparation, and faculty enrichment, this multi-volume book is an ideal source for academics,
professionals, students, practitioners, and researchers.

teacher professional development ideas: Online Learning Communities and Teacher
Professional Development: Methods for Improved Education Delivery Lindberg, J. Ola, Olofsson,
Anders D., 2009-08-31 This book features innovative applications for the integration of technology
into everyday teaching practices--Provided by publisher.

teacher professional development ideas: Professional Development Leadership and the
Diverse Learner Jack Rhoton, Patricia Bowers, 2001 This book focuses on the professional
development of teachers and discusses issues related to science education reform. The content of
the book is divided into two parts. Part 1, Professional Development: Implications for Science
Leadership, chapters include: (1) The Role of the Science Leader in Implementing Standards-Based
Science Programs (Harold Pratt); (2) Moving Teachers from Mechanical to Mastery: The Next Level
of Science Implementation (JoAnne Vasquez and Michael B. Cowan); (3) Learning and Teaching
Critical Thinking Skills in the Information Age: A Challenge in Professional Development for Science
Teachers (]J. Preston Prather and Maurice Houston Field); (4) Bringing about School Change:
Professional Development for Teacher Leaders (Josephine D. Wallace, Catherine R. Nesbit, and
Carol R. Newman); (5) Building Capacity for Systemic Reform in Mathematics and Science
Education: A Focus on a Develop-the-Developer Model (Karen J. Charles and Francena D.
Cummings); and (6) The Precollege Program: A Collaborative Model of Student Enrichment and
Professional Development in Mathematics and Science (Patricia S. Moyer and Eric D. Packenham).
Part 2, Professional Development and the Diverse Learner, chapters include: (1) LEARN North
Carolina: A Teacher-Directed Model of Technology Integration (David J. Walbert); (2) Teaching
Science to Diverse Learners: A Professional Development Perspective (Paul Rowland, Donna
Montgomery, Greg Prater, and Sam Minner); (3) Leadership in a Multicultural World: Transforming
Today's Science Classrooms (Deborah J. Tippins and Sharon E. Nichols); (4) Knowing Others and



Other Ways of Knowing: Cultural Issues in the Teaching of Science (M. Elaine Davis); (5) Reform and
Museums: Enhancing Science Education in Formal and Informal Settings (Judith K. Sweeney and
Susan E. Lynds); (6) Access to Technology: The Equity Dilemma for Science Educators (Rebecca P.
Butler); and (7) Principles and Practices in Multicultural Science Education: Implications for
Professional Development (Gerry M. Madrazo, Jr., and Jack Rhoton). (YDS)

teacher professional development ideas: International Summit on the Teaching Profession
Teaching Excellence through Professional Learning and Policy Reform Lessons from around the
World Schleicher Andreas, 2016-02-22 If the quality of an education system can never exceed the
quality of its teachers, then countries need to do all they can to build a high-quality teaching force.

teacher professional development ideas: The Politics of Teacher Professional
Development lan Hardy, 2012-07-26 The Politics of Teacher Professional Development: Policy,
Research and Practice provides innovative insights into teachers’ continuing development and
learning in contemporary western contexts. Rather than providing a list of how-tos and must dos,
this volume is premised on the understanding that by learning more about the current conditions
under which teachers and other educators work and learn, it is possible to understand, and
consequently improve, the learning opportunities teachers experience. Teacher professional
development is not simply construed as an isolated series of events, such as day-long workshops
marking the beginning of each school year or term, or individualistic one-off activities focused on
new teaching approaches, curricula or assessment strategies. Rather, through application of
sociologist Pierre Bourdieu’s understanding of social practices as contested, teacher professional
development is revealed as a complex social practice which exists as policy, as a research product
and process, and as an important part of teachers’ work. The book reveals how PD as policy,
research and teachers’ work are inherently contested. An extended series of case studies of teacher
professional development practices from Canada, England and Australia are employed to show how
these tensions play out in complex ways in policy and practice.

teacher professional development ideas: Handbook of Technical and Vocational Teacher
Professional Development in the Digital Age Xibin Han, Qian Zhou, Ming Li, Yuping Wang,
2023-09-14 This is an open access book. Covering both theories and practices in Technical
Vocational Education and Training (TVET) teacher development, this book provides up-to-date
discussions and recommendations on issues relating to TVET teacher development in the digital age.
It caters for the needs of in-service teachers and trainers, as well as TVET leaders who want to
upscale their professional learning and development in terms of vision, knowledge, expertise, and
industry skills needed in the transition to the digital era. What is particularly useful to TVET
teachers/trainers are the proposed competency development framework, competency indicators, and
the assessment instrument. Drawing on extensive research regarding TVET teachers’ competency
development and today’s industry needs, the proposed framework and indicators can be readily used
to inform the self-assessment of one’s professional competency level, so as to plan one’s career
trajectory accordingly. Teachers and trainers may also find the exemplary cases of teachers’
professional development from various countries inspiring and motivating. The book also serves as a
useful reference for TVET leaders, administrators and teacher trainers. The book's competency
framework, indicators, and strategies are an adaptable reference for planning professional
development policies, evaluation mechanisms, and programs for teachers.

teacher professional development ideas: Flexibility for Quality Programs and Innovative
Ideas for High Quality Teachers Howard P. McKeon, 2001

teacher professional development ideas: Innovation in Teacher Professional Learning in
Europe Ken Jones, Giorgio Ostinelli, Alberto Crescentini, 2023-10-11 This book presents critical
perspectives on teacher professional learning and professional development as interpreted in 14
countries across Europe. Bringing together experts from across Europe, the book fulfils a need for a
better understanding of the changing nature of teacher professional learning in national policy
contexts and of the cultural differences existing between various systems. It discusses the new
thinking that has emerged in the field of teacher education alongside new models that reflect the




changing patterns and policies relating to the ways educational professionals maintain and enhance
professional practice. The book highlights that new models of teacher leadership and practitioner
inquiry have a strong focus on pedagogy and social justice. It also examines briefly the challenges
brought about by the Covid pandemic and the ways in which new approaches to professional
learning, specifically the use of new technologies, have begun to transform practice in some
countries in Europe. The book gives insights into the ways in which professional learning policy is
interpreted and applied in practice. It will be highly relevant for researchers and post-graduate
students in the fields of teacher professional learning and development, school leadership,
comparative education and educational policy and planning.

teacher professional development ideas: Professional Development: Education for All as
praxis Jane Wilkinson, Laurette Bristol, Petra Ponte, 2017-10-02 This edited collection presents
several research projects which examine issues concerning professional development, professional
learning, and the ‘Education for All’ (EfA) ethos. The overall aim of the book is threefold: firstly, to
explore the consequences for the education profession of EfA, and how professional development
and professional learning may be made manifest as part of an EfA practice. Secondly, to examine
how EfA practices intersect with theoretical notions of EfA. Finally, to explore how this intersection
of theory and practice is rooted in different (Anglo-American, Continental and Northern European)
traditions and contexts, and their implications for professional development and learning in
education. Underpinning these three foci is a key principle of education as a human right in terms of
participation, information and capacity building, regardless of people’s ethnic, cultural and religious
backgrounds and/or physical and intellectual capacities. This book illustrates the complex conditions
created in the nexus of social justice, EfA and professional development. The contributions highlight
the educative nature of multi-relationships. In so doing, tensions, opportunities for learning, and the
power relationships associated with professional development emerge, providing a resource for
learning about good educational practice, authentic social justice practice, and genuine professional
learning. This book was originally published as a special issue of Professional Development in
Education.

teacher professional development ideas: Teaching Photography Glenn Rand, Jane Stevens,
Garin Horner, 2015-02-05 New edition updated to include the online/hybrid classroom environment,
collaborative learning, rubrics, and using digital technology for techniques Includes the historical
foundation of the methods and strategies of photographic education, combined with the most
current educational issues such as teaching digital alongside and in comparison to analog Speaks to
those teachers on the frontline of education, including new chapters specifically targeted to adjuncts

teacher professional development ideas: From Teacher Thinking to Teachers and Teaching
Cheryl J. Craig, Paulien C. Meijer, Jan Broeckmans, 2013-07-04 This volume covers advances that
have occurred in the thirty year existence of the International Study Association on Teachers and
Teaching (ISATT), the organization that helped transition the study of teacher thinking to the study
of teachers and teaching in all of its complexities.

teacher professional development ideas: National Science Education Standards National
Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Board on Science
Education, National Committee on Science Education Standards and Assessment, 1996-01-07
Americans agree that our students urgently need better science education. But what should they be
expected to know and be able to do? Can the same expectations be applied across our diverse
society? These and other fundamental issues are addressed in National Science Education
Standardsa€a landmark development effort that reflects the contributions of thousands of teachers,
scientists, science educators, and other experts across the country. The National Science Education
Standards offer a coherent vision of what it means to be scientifically literate, describing what all
students regardless of background or circumstance should understand and be able to do at different
grade levels in various science categories. The standards address: The exemplary practice of science
teaching that provides students with experiences that enable them to achieve scientific literacy.
Criteria for assessing and analyzing students' attainments in science and the learning opportunities



that school science programs afford. The nature and design of the school and district science
program. The support and resources needed for students to learn science. These standards reflect
the principles that learning science is an inquiry-based process, that science in schools should
reflect the intellectual traditions of contemporary science, and that all Americans have a role in
improving science education. This document will be invaluable to education policymakers, school
system administrators, teacher educators, individual teachers, and concerned parents.

teacher professional development ideas: Encyclopedia of Curriculum Studies Craig
Kridel, 2010-02-16 The study of curriculum, beginning in the early 20th century, first served the
areas of school administration and teaching and was used to design and develop programs of study.
The field subsequently expanded and drew upon disciplines from the arts, humanities, and social
sciences to examine larger educational forces and their effects upon the individual, society, and
conceptions of knowledge. Curriculum studies now embraces an array of academic scholarship in
relation to personal and institutional needs and interests while it also focuses upon a diverse and
complex dynamic among educational experiences, practices, settings, actions, and theories. The
Encyclopedia of Curriculum Studies provides a comprehensive introduction to the academic field of
curriculum studies for the scholar, student, teacher, and administrator. This two-volume set serves
to inform and to introduce terms, events, documents, biographies, and concepts to assist the reader
in understanding aspects of this rapidly changing, expansive, and contested field of study. Key
Features Displays different perspectives by having authors contribute independent essays on the
nature and future of curriculum studies Presents a unique and in-depth treatment of the
Twenty-Sixth Yearbook of the National Society for the Study of Education (NSSE), a 1927
publication that has taken on legendary dimensions for the field of curriculum studies Contains
bibliographic entries which feature specific publications by curriculum leaders that helped to define
the field Helps readers to learn unfamiliar terms and concepts, to become more comfortable with
specialized phrases, and to understand the many significant and perplexing concepts and questions
that characterize the field Key Themes Biography and Prosopography Concepts and Terms Content
Descriptions Influences on Curriculum Studies Inquiry and Research Nature of Curriculum Studies
Organizations, Schools, and Projects Publications Theoretical Perspectives Types of Curricula The
Encyclopedia of Curriculum Studies offers the careful reader a surprisingly revealing depiction of
the conventions, mores, and accepted research and writing practices of the field of curriculum
studies as it continues to expand and change. Availability in print and electronic formats provides
students with convenient, easy access, wherever they may be.

teacher professional development ideas: Handbook of Professional Development in
Education Linda E. Martin, Sherry Kragler, Diana J. Quatroche, Kathryn L. Bauserman, 2015-10-13
This comprehensive handbook synthesizes the best current knowledge on teacher professional
development (PD) and addresses practical issues in implementation. Leading authorities describe
innovative practices that are being used in schools, emphasizing the value of PD that is instructive,
reflective, active, collaborative, and substantive. Strategies for creating, measuring, and sustaining
successful programs are presented. The book explores the relationship of PD to adult learning
theory, school leadership, district and state policy, the growth of professional learning communities,
and the Common Core State Standards. Each chapter concludes with thought-provoking discussion
questions. The appendix provides eight illuminating case studies of PD initiatives in diverse schools.

teacher professional development ideas: Handbook of Research on Innovations in
Non-Traditional Educational Practices Keengwe, Jared, 2020-12-11 While many school districts
and institutions of higher education still cling to the traditional agrarian school year with a factory
model delivery of education and Carnegie units based on seat time when most people are no longer
farmers, factory workers, or reliant on learning in a classroom, there are bursts of promising
practices that buck the norm by questioning the educational value of these traditions. Though
researchers have investigated the potential of students learning in their own homes via personalized
instruction delivered by computers rather than attending traditional institutions, the status quo in
education has remained stubbornly resistant to change. Mixed-reality simulations, year-round



schooling, grouping students by competencies instead of age, and game-based teaching are just a
few of the educational innovations that seek to maximize learning by recognizing that innovation is
essential for successfully teaching students in the modern era. The Handbook of Research on
Innovations in Non-Traditional Educational Practices is a comprehensive reference source that
examines various educational innovations, how they have developed workarounds to navigate
traditional systems, and their potential to radically transform teaching and learning. With each
chapter highlighting a different educational innovation such as experiential learning, game-based
learning, online learning, and inquiry-based learning and their applications in all levels of education,
this book explores the issues and challenges these educational innovations face as well as their
impact. It is intended for academicians, professionals, administrators, and researchers in education
and specifically benefits academic deans, vice presidents of academic affairs, graduate students,
faculty technology leaders, directors of teaching and learning centers, curriculum and instructional
designers, policymakers, principals and superintendents, and teachers interested in educational
change.

teacher professional development ideas: Knowing and Teaching Elementary Mathematics
Liping Ma, 2020-01-06 The 20th anniversary edition of this groundbreaking and bestselling volume
offers powerful examples of the mathematics that can develop the thinking of elementary school
children. Studies of teachers in the U.S. often document insufficient subject matter knowledge in
mathematics. Yet, these studies give few examples of the knowledge teachers need to support
teaching, particularly the kind of teaching demanded by reforms in mathematics education. Knowing
and Teaching Elementary Mathematics describes the nature and development of the knowledge that
elementary teachers need to become accomplished mathematics teachers, and suggests why such
knowledge seems more common in China than in the United States, despite the fact that Chinese
teachers have less formal education than their U.S. counterparts. Along with the original studies of
U.S. and Chinese teachers’ mathematical understanding, this 20th anniversary edition includes a
new preface and a 2013 journal article by Ma, A Critique of the Structure of U.S. Elementary School
Mathematics that describe differences in U.S. and Chinese elementary mathematics. These are
augmented by a new series editor’s introduction and two key journal articles that frame and
contextualize this seminal work.
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