teacher hugs student from behind

teacher hugs student from behind is a gesture that can convey warmth, support, and reassurance in
educational settings. This physical expression of comfort often reflects the teacher’s intent to provide
emotional encouragement or to celebrate a student’s achievement. However, the context and
boundaries surrounding such interactions must be carefully considered to maintain professionalism and
ensure the safety and comfort of all parties involved. Understanding the implications, cultural
perspectives, and best practices related to a teacher hugging a student from behind is essential for
educators, parents, and school administrators. This article explores the significance of this gesture, the
psychological impact on students, appropriate contexts for physical affection in schools, and guidelines
for maintaining ethical standards. The discussion also addresses concerns and policies designed to

protect students while fostering positive teacher-student relationships.
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The Meaning Behind a Teacher Hugs Student from Behind

A teacher hugging a student from behind can symbolize various intentions, ranging from offering

comfort to celebrating an achievement. This type of hug is often perceived as a protective gesture,
indicating a sense of care and support. In many cases, it serves to reassure a student who may be
feeling anxious, stressed, or vulnerable. The physical closeness involved in a hug from behind can

communicate empathy and solidarity without the need for words.

Expressions of Support and Encouragement

Teachers may use hugs to motivate students or acknowledge their efforts and successes. This
nonverbal communication can strengthen the teacher-student bond, contributing to a positive
classroom environment. When done appropriately, a teacher hug from behind can help students feel

valued and understood.

Nonverbal Communication in Education

Beyond verbal praise, physical gestures like a hug provide an additional layer of communication. A
teacher hug from behind can serve as a calming presence, reduce student stress, and foster trust.
Recognizing the power of nonverbal cues is important in understanding the full scope of teacher-

student interactions.

Psychological and Emotional Impact on Students

The emotional response to a teacher hugging a student from behind varies depending on individual
student needs, cultural background, and the context of the interaction. Generally, positive touch can

have beneficial effects on a student's emotional well-being and academic performance.



Benefits of Appropriate Physical Affection

Research indicates that appropriate, consensual physical affection can:

Enhance feelings of safety and security.

Boost student self-esteem and confidence.

Reduce anxiety and improve emotional regulation.

Encourage positive behavior and engagement in learning.

Possible Negative Reactions

Not all students respond positively to physical contact. Some may feel uncomfortable, anxious, or
threatened, especially if personal boundaries are not respected. It is crucial for educators to be aware

of and sensitive to these individual differences.

Appropriate Contexts for Physical Affection in Schools

Physical affection in educational settings must always prioritize professionalism and the comfort of the
student. Understanding when a teacher hug from behind is appropriate requires careful consideration

and clear boundaries.

Situations Warranting a Teacher Hug

Some scenarios where a hug might be suitable include:



o Offering comfort after a student experiences distress or disappointment.

* Celebrating a significant achievement or milestone.

* Providing encouragement during challenging moments.

Alternatives to Physical Affection

When a hug may not be appropriate or welcomed, teachers can employ other forms of support such
as verbal praise, a reassuring tone, or non-contact gestures like a thumbs-up or smile. Respecting

personal space is paramount.

Guidelines and Policies for Teacher-Student Interactions

Many schools and educational institutions have established policies to regulate physical contact
between teachers and students. These guidelines aim to protect students while allowing for

appropriate expressions of care.

Key Principles in School Policies

Common principles include:

¢ Obtaining consent or ensuring the student is comfortable with physical contact.

e Maintaining clear and professional boundaries at all times.

¢ Documenting any physical interactions when necessary, especially in sensitive situations.



e Training staff on appropriate conduct and recognizing signs of discomfort.

Role of Parents and Guardians

Parents and guardians often play a role in setting expectations regarding physical affection. Open
communication between families and educators helps align on acceptable practices and respects

cultural and personal preferences.

Cultural and Social Considerations

The acceptability and interpretation of a teacher hugging a student from behind vary widely across
cultures and communities. Awareness of these differences is essential for educators working in diverse

environments.

Cultural Norms and Sensitivities

In some cultures, physical affection between teachers and students is common and viewed positively.
In others, it may be considered inappropriate or intrusive. Educators must be sensitive to the cultural

background of their students and families to avoid misunderstandings.

Gender and Age Factors

Perceptions of physical contact may differ based on the gender and age of the student and teacher.
Younger students may be more receptive to hugs, while older students may prefer less physical

contact. Gender dynamics also influence how such gestures are perceived.



Potential Concerns and How to Address Them

While a teacher hug from behind can be well-intentioned, it carries potential risks if boundaries are
crossed or misinterpreted. Awareness and proactive measures are necessary to mitigate these

concerns.

Risks of Misinterpretation

Physical contact can be misunderstood by students, parents, or colleagues, potentially leading to
allegations of inappropriate behavior. Maintaining transparency and adhering to school policies helps

prevent such issues.

Strategies for Safe Physical Interaction

Effective strategies include:

1. Seeking verbal or nonverbal consent before initiating contact.
2. Limiting physical affection to brief, appropriate moments.
3. Ensuring interactions occur in visible, public settings.

4. Participating in regular training on professional boundaries.

Frequently Asked Questions



Is it appropriate for a teacher to hug a student from behind?

Whether it is appropriate depends on the context, the age of the student, cultural norms, and school
policies. Generally, physical contact between teachers and students should be professional and

respectful, with clear boundaries to ensure safety and comfort.

What are the potential benefits of a teacher hugging a student from

behind?

In some cases, a gentle hug from behind can provide comfort, reassurance, or support to a student
who is upset or anxious, fostering a positive teacher-student relationship when done appropriately and

with consent.

What are the risks associated with a teacher hugging a student from

behind?

Risks include misunderstandings, feelings of discomfort or violation, accusations of inappropriate
behavior, and potential breaches of professional boundaries that can impact both the teacher and

student negatively.

How can teachers ensure physical interactions like hugs remain
appropriate?

Teachers should always obtain verbal consent, be mindful of the student's comfort level, follow school

policies, avoid isolated situations, and prefer open, front-facing gestures over hugs from behind.

Are there alternative ways for teachers to show support without
hugging from behind?

Yes, teachers can offer verbal encouragement, a pat on the shoulder, a high-five, or simply be present
and listen, which can be equally supportive without involving physical contact that might be

misinterpreted.



How do cultural differences impact perceptions of a teacher hugging a
student from behind?

Cultural norms vary widely; in some cultures, hugging is a common way to show affection and support,

while in others it may be considered inappropriate or invasive, especially in educational settings.

What should a teacher do if a student feels uncomfortable with a hug

from behind?

The teacher should immediately respect the student's feelings, apologize if necessary, cease the
physical contact, and discuss alternative ways to provide support that make the student feel safe and

respected.

How do school policies typically address physical contact like hugs
between teachers and students?

Most schools have clear policies that limit physical contact to appropriate, consensual, and
professional interactions, often discouraging hugs from behind and emphasizing maintaining

boundaries to protect both parties.

Can a teacher hugging a student from behind be considered a form of
harassment?

If the hug is unwelcome, non-consensual, or makes the student feel uncomfortable or threatened, it
can potentially be considered harassment. Context, intent, and the student's response are important

factors in such assessments.

Additional Resources

1. Comforting Embraces: The Teacher’s Gentle Support



This heartwarming book explores the emotional bond between teachers and students, highlighting
moments of comfort and reassurance. It delves into how a simple hug from behind can convey safety
and encouragement during challenging times. Through touching stories, readers witness the impact of

physical warmth in educational settings.

2. Behind Every Student: The Teacher’s Protective Hug

Focusing on the protective nature of teacher-student relationships, this book illustrates how a hug from
behind can symbolize unwavering support. It discusses the importance of nonverbal communication in
building trust and confidence in young learners. The narrative emphasizes respect, care, and

boundaries within these interactions.

3. Silent Support: When Teachers Embrace Students
This collection of essays and anecdotes highlights the silent yet powerful ways teachers show support.
One recurring theme is the comforting hug from behind, used to calm and encourage students facing

anxiety or self-doubt. The book offers insight into the emotional intelligence required for such gestures.

4. A Hug from Behind: Stories of Teacher Kindness

Through personal stories and reflections, this book celebrates the small acts of kindness teachers
extend to their students. It focuses on the significance of hugs from behind as moments of gentle
reassurance and understanding. Readers gain an appreciation for the subtle ways educators nurture

emotional well-being.

5. Embracing Growth: Teacher-Student Bonds Beyond Words

This inspiring book examines the role of physical affection, including hugs from behind, in fostering
student growth and resilience. It discusses how such gestures can break down barriers and create a
safe learning environment. The book also addresses the balance between professionalism and

compassion.

6. Behind the Back Hug: A Symbol of Encouragement
Highlighting the symbolism of a hug from behind, this book explores how teachers use this gesture to

motivate and uplift students. It provides practical examples of when and how these embraces can



positively impact student morale. The narrative is filled with uplifting moments from classrooms around

the world.

7. Warmth in the Classroom: The Power of Teacher Hugs

This book delves into the emotional warmth teachers bring into classrooms, with a special focus on
hugs from behind. It explains the psychological benefits of such comforting gestures for both students
and educators. The book also offers guidelines for maintaining appropriate and meaningful

connections.

8. The Gentle Touch: Teacher Hugs That Heal

Exploring the healing power of physical affection, this book shares stories where teacher hugs from
behind helped students overcome fear and insecurity. It emphasizes empathy, trust, and the human
need for connection within educational contexts. Readers learn about the profound impact of kindness

in teaching.

9. Behind the Smile: Teacher Hugs and Student Confidence

This insightful book investigates how teacher hugs from behind can boost student confidence and self-
esteem. Through research and real-life examples, it shows the role of supportive touch in emotional
development. The book encourages educators to embrace compassionate gestures thoughtfully and

respectfully.
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ready-to-use lessons with photocopiable worksheets to teach about appropriate touch and social
boundaries in family, educational, and community settings.

teacher hugs student from behind: White Women Getting Real About Race Judith M. James,
Nancy Peterson, 2023-07-03 For many White women teachers and teachers in training - who
represent the majority of our teaching force today - the issue of race is fraught with discomfort. It
may challenge assumptions, evoke a sense of guilt, or give rise to a fear of making mistakes or
saying the wrong thing.This book presents the first-person stories of White women teachers who tell
us not only how they have grappled with race in diverse classrooms, but how they continue to this
day to be challenged by issues of color and privilege. These are no stories of heroic feats or
achievement of perfection, but stories of self-disclosure that lay bare their authors’ emotions, ideas,
curiosity, vulnerability, and reflections as they engaged with race, and challenged practices of color
blindness and empathetic distance. Avoiding abstract educational lingo, these teachers come clean
about the emotional cost of dealing with racism, White privilege, and fear of being racist in our
rapidly diversifying schools. Admitting their cultural mistakes, they hope their readers can find a
safe place to use theirs for honest dialogue and positive learning.In approaching chapter authors for
this book, the editors asked the writers to ask themselves, “Will my well-being and sense of self be at
risk if I tell this story?” Recognizing what’s at stake, they wanted writers who would be real with
themselves.The women in this book hope that their stories will resonate with readers, help them feel
less alone, and give them courage to begin a dialogue with colleagues, friends, staff and
administrators around race concerns. Each chapter concludes with a few questions to prompt
self-reflection at home, or for use as exercises to use in small groups or staff development training.

teacher hugs student from behind: Bringing Joy Back into the Classroom Brassell,
Danny, 2017-03-01 Aimed at motivating teachers to create a welcoming and challenging
environment for their students, this professional book is told through a series of anecdotes and
stories. It will remind teachers of the intrinsic rewards of teaching (to teach children to love
learning) and the powerful role they play as models in this endeavor.

teacher hugs student from behind: Back from Suicide Marie Lisette Rimer, 2024-06-19
Back from Suicide reveals the suicidal mind through the misery of depression and the difficulty of
coming out. It’s the enigma of self-destruction after a lifetime of success. It’s for parents, LGBTQ
families, mental health advocates, and suicide survivors walking through grief, identity, and hope. It
is a mother’s pursuit of the biggest question of humankind. Why do people kill themselves? Marie
Lisette Rimer supports her son’s gay life. She’s in awe of his achievements. Patrick Wood is a
valedictorian, an AP Scholar, and a National Merit Scholarship winner with perfect SAT scores. A
year after he graduates from Stanford with honors, she struggles to understand his suicide. Rimer
searches for answers through Patrick’s life, Berlin’s gay scene, and his death after rejection from a
boy he wanted. She draws from Stanford psychiatrists, research, memoirs, and her own awakening
to confront the painful question of why suicide? She finds answers through therapy and the science
of depression to expose the hidden forces behind sadness, perfectionism, identity, and isolation. She
weaves guilt and grief with evidence and understanding. Back from Suicide is more than a story of
loss. It’s the seeds of depression that lead to suicide. It’'s what comes next—how we find purpose in
pain and love beyond death. “Back from Suicide is a must-read for everyone, at this moment of our
sad history, when teenage suicide is on the rise. I did not put it down, except to eat and sleep. It is a
tour de force—pitch-perfect (Wagnerian though it often is). It is a mother’s journey to trace the arc,
the soul, and the burn-out of this shooting star. Rimer has brought his greatness to life, over and
over again. She is a sleuth, a truth teller, and a superb writer. Patrick shines on, even in the depths
of his family’s and his mother’s grief.” -Nancy Cobb, In Lieu of Flowers: A Conversation for the
Living “Rimer’s deeply pained and beautifully written exploration of her son’s death from suicide, is
at once a celebration of a life, a reckoning with a death, and an impassioned inquiry in how and why
the inconceivable could happen.” -BookLife Reviews

teacher hugs student from behind: Pulling Back the Curtain on Qualitative Research
William Thompson, Mica Thompson, 2022-12-30 In Pulling Back the Curtain on Qualitative Research,



the authors maintain that for sociologists the entire world is a laboratory. Seldom do they attend
social gatherings without observing people and their interaction in a systematic and intellectually
curious way. Regular trips to the grocery store, church services, and engagement with social media
all open the door to sociological questioning and encourage forms of empirical observation and data
collection. Here, in this practical and in-depth guide to conducting qualitative sociological field
research, the authors offer step-by-step guidance to the processes of choosing a research question
and forming research objectives; gaining entry to research settings; and reporting and analyzing
findings. Each chapter features a past research assignment, wherein the authors draw attention to
important ethical considerations and extract the many lessons, quirks, and unanticipated findings
they experienced along the way that readers should prepare for and apply while conducting their
own qualitative fieldwork. Over the span of several field studies, this book offers readers a
behind-the-scenes look at some tested and trusted qualitative methodologies. Designed to be a guide
for undergraduate and graduate level students, its real-life meditations would make a meaningful
addition to anyone serious about conducting sociological research.

teacher hugs student from behind: A Teacher's Cry Lewis W. Diuguid, 2004 A journalist sits
in on a high school class from freshman year to senior graduation and documents the class in daily
columns in the Kansas City Star.

teacher hugs student from behind: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1999

teacher hugs student from behind: How to Be a Legendary Teacher Adam Prociv,
2019-04-16 Adam Prociv learned quickly that the energy he exuded in the classroom had a huge
impact on the young children he was teaching. In How to be a Legendary Teacher, he explores how
educators can inspire students and help them learn, starting with the way they approach each day.
As a teacher, your primary role is to create good energy, which can be as simple as your body
language. Ask yourself if you are a teacher you’d enjoy being taught by—and if the answer is
no—then do some soul searching. Throughout this guide to being a better teacher, you'll learn how
to: * spark meaningful conversations among students; * engage students in creative projects that
promote learning; ¢ decide if you went into teaching for the right reasons and if you should stay; and
* navigate the numerous obstacles to teaching. The teaching game is a process of trial and error,
and while some lucky souls have a natural flare for the profession, others don’t. But just like
anything in life, success doesn’t necessarily come to those with the most talent but to those with the
will and determination to be a legendary teacher.

teacher hugs student from behind: Catholic Schools and the Common Good Anthony S.
BRYK, Valerie E. Lee, Peter Blakeley. Holland, Anthony S Bryk, 2009-06-30 The authors examine a
broad range of Catholic high schools to determine whether or not students are better educated in
these schools than they are in public schools. They find that the Catholic schools do have an
independent effect on achievement, especially in reducing disparities between disadvantaged and
privileged students. The Catholic school of today, they show, is informed by a vision, similar to that
of John Dewey, of the school as a community committed to democratic education and the common
good of all students.

teacher hugs student from behind: Comprehensive Classroom Management Vernon F.
Jones, Louise S. Jones, 2004 This is an outstanding book. I love how the authors have spelled out
practical ways to bridge research and practice. Kathy Piechura-Couture Stetson University
Comprehensive Classroom Management presents practical methods for creating a positive learning
environment, working with behavioral problems, and dealing with a range of challenges in the K-12
classroom. This text uses real-life examples to help both pre- and in-service teachers understand and
apply the principles of classroom management in their own classroom situations. Through numerous
case studies, examples, and descriptions of specific strategies based on solid research and classroom
experience, Comprehensive Classroom Management features classrooms ranging from kindergarten
through twelfth grade. The book focuses on creating positive learning environments for students,
and provides extensive, practical materials on both problem solving and building individual behavior
change plans for students with behavioral problems. New to this Edition: Rewritten thoroughly to




edit excess quotes, references, and theory, while still offering clarity in background and research,
the book is more concise and reads more smoothly. Pause and Consider sections located throughout
each chapter assist the student in applying the book's content to real-life situations and discussing
the material with classmates. Additional illustrations, added throughout the book, enhance student
interest and lighten the mood of the text. Graphic organizers, placed throughout the text, give
students and instructors cognitive organizers to augment theirexperience. Internet references
throughout the book provide students and instructors with material to supplement the text's content.
New! Complete Instructor's Manual and CD with sample test items, activities, reproducible forms
and links to useful sites will make course preparation far easier. New! Classroom vignettes video
free to adopters will illustrate management issues in short clips.

teacher hugs student from behind: Resources in Education, 1994

teacher hugs student from behind: Resilience Begins with Beliefs Sara Truebridge,
2013-12-05 As adults working in schools, educators’ beliefs translate into messages, actions, and
behaviors that can enhance or impede student success. This book affirms why beliefs are so
important and why it is imperative to spend time focusing on, reflecting upon, and affecting
educators’ beliefs—especially about students’ resilience. The author draws from her extensive
experience in research, policy, and practice to present a wealth of information, strategies, and tools
to help educators transfer current resilience theory and research into practice. Unfortunately, being
an educator is not always publically supported, financially rewarded, or highly valued. Responding to
these circumstances, Resilience Begins with Beliefs is an effective resource to support the resilience
of the teachers and administrators working in our schools, as well as to facilitate any environment
conducive to greater learning and life outcomes for all students. “In this book, Sara provides clear
tools, techniques, and strategies that can actually take something as elusive as beliefs and make it
something understandable and embraceable in a concrete context. Furthermore, this book is not
only written for teachers but also for educators, administrators, and policymakers in education at all
levels—federal, state, and local. In fact, I feel that this book would be a beneficial resource for
anyone working within any human service system.” —From the Foreword by Bonnie Benard, Author,
with over 25 years of experience promoting the concept of resilience based practice nationally and
internationally. “Truebridge has provided a gift to the field, bridging scientific evidence with
everyday practice in schools toward maximizing resilience. She eloquently describes the enormous
potential of authentic, caring relationships with teachers, and the critical need for teachers to be
supported themselves in their ‘caretaking roles.” With specific implementation directions provided,
this is a must-read for educators at all levels of children’s development, from preschool through the
end of high school.” —Suniya Luthar, Foundation Professor of Psychology, Arizona State University.
“Resilience Begins with Beliefs is a splendid book that is strongly recommended for anyone involved
in, or even just interested in, education. It is research based but also immensely practical and very
engagingly written. Major environmental positives that apply to schools, as well as to other settings,
are caring relationships, high expectations, and opportunities to participate, contribute, and take
responsibility. This book integrates all of this in a most interesting and helpful way. It is a
marvellous achievement.” —Sir Michael Rutter, Professor of Developmental Psychopathology,
Institute of Psychiatry, London Book Features: Identifies concrete strategies for harnessing
resilience in classrooms and schools. Encourages and promotes reader interaction with reflection
questions in every chapter. Offers format suggestions for preservice and professional development
programs. Provides many user-friendly features, such as personal reflection ideas for facilitators and
participants, and a resilience-in-practice checklist. Sara Truebridge is an education consultant and
researcher with over 20 years of classroom experience. Prior to teaching, she was the legislative
analyst for education in the New York State Senate and the special assistant to the New York State
Secretary of State. She also serves as an education consultant to films, including Race to Nowhere
and Love, Hate, Love.

teacher hugs student from behind: Teacher Expectations and Student Achievement Paulette
Shockey, 2019-08-28 A revisit of the staff development model of Teacher Expectations and Student




Achievement (TESA). This book describes my experiences as a teacher and supervisor of pre-service
and in-service teachers, what I have observed in classrooms in the past and present. Also included
are recommendations of how to implement the interactions as a classroom teacher or a supervisor of
teachers.

teacher hugs student from behind: Teacher Education: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and
Applications Management Association, Information Resources, 2016-05-19 Educators play a
significant role in the intellectual and social development of children and young adults.
Next-generation teachers can only be as strong as their own educational foundation which serves to
cultivate their knowledge of the learning process, uncover best practices in the field of education,
and employ leadership abilities that will inspire students of all ages. Teacher Education: Concepts,
Methodologies, Tools, and Applications explores the current state of pre-service teacher programs as
well as continuing education initiatives for in-service educators. Emphasizing the growing role of
technology in teacher skill development and training as well as key teaching methods and
pedagogical developments, this multi-volume work compiles research essential to higher education
professionals and administrators, educational software developers, and researchers studying
pre-service and in-service teacher training.

teacher hugs student from behind: Pre-Service and In-Service Teacher Education: Concepts,
Methodologies, Tools, and Applications Management Association, Information Resources,
2018-11-02 As with any industry, the education sector goes through frequent changes due to modern
technological advancements. It is every educator’s duty to keep up with these shifting requirements
and alter their teaching style to best fit the needs of their classroom. Pre-Service and In-Service
Teacher Education: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications explores the current state of
pre-service teacher programs as well as continuing education initiatives for in-service educators. It
also emphasizes the growing role of technology in teacher skill development and training as well as
key pedagogical developments and methods. Highlighting a range of topics such as teacher
preparation programs, teaching standards, and fieldwork and practicum experiences, this
multi-volume book is designed for pre-service teachers, teacher educators, researchers,
professionals, and academics in the education field.

teacher hugs student from behind: Embodying Brazil Sara Delamont, Neil Stephens, Claudio
Campos, 2017-01-06 The practice of capoeira, the Brazilian dance-fight-game, has grown rapidly in
recent years. It has become a popular leisure activity in many cultures, as well as a career for
Brazilians in countries across the world including the US, the UK, Canada and Australia. This
original ethnographic study draws on the latest research conducted on capoeira in the UK to
understand this global phenomenon. It not only presents an in-depth investigation of the martial art,
but also provides a wealth of data on masculinities, performativity, embodiment, globalisation and
rites of passage. Centred in cultural sociology, while drawing on anthropology and the sociology of
sport and dance, the book explores the experiences of those learning and teaching capoeira at a
variety of levels. From beginners’ first encounters with this martial art to the perspectives of more
advanced students, it also sheds light on how teachers experience their own re-enculturation as they
embody the exotic ‘other’. Embodying Brazil: An Ethnography of Diasporic Capoeira is fascinating
reading for all capoeira enthusiasts, as well as for anyone interested in the sociology of sport, sport
and social theory, sport, race and ethnicity, or Latin-American Studies.

teacher hugs student from behind: Literacy Teaching and Learning in Rural
Communities Lisa Schade Eckert, Janet Alsup, 2014-12-17 This definitive look at teaching English
in rural secondary schools contests current definitions and discussions of rural education, examines
their ideological and cultural foundations, and presents an alternative perspective that
conceptualizes rural communities as diverse, unique, and conducive to pedagogical and personal
growth in teaching and learning. Authentic narratives document individual teachers’ moments of
struggle and success in learning to understand, value, and incorporate rural literacies and
sensibilities into their curricula. The teachers’ stories and the scholarly analysis of issues raised
through them illuminate the unique challenges and rewards of teaching English in a rural school and



offer helpful insights and knowledge for navigating the pedagogical landscape.

teacher hugs student from behind: Powerful Classroom Stories from Accomplished Teachers
Adrienne Mack-Kirschner, 2003-10-30 We must improve schools from within, utilizing our expertise
as teaching professionals and placing ourselves at the center of the education reform movement. As
Adrienne Mack-Kirschner informs us all in this important book, 'These stories represent what is
happening in tens of thousands of classrooms. They hold within them the power of what could be if
all teachers and schools provided opportunities for all children to experience powerful teaching and
learning.” --From the Foreword by Cathy R. Owens, NBCT Director of Teacher Leadership Initiatives
The National Board for Professional Teaching StandardsInspiring stories from everyday classrooms
to move your head, heart, and soul . . . In an increasingly rigid educational world dominated by
standards, lock-step scope and sequence, and strict, scripted lessons, we can sometimes lose sight of
why we chose to become teachers in the first place. This important book puts the heart and soul
back in education, reminding us that we are not only teachers, but also parents, mentors, friends,
and leaders. Powerful Classroom Stories from Accomplished Teachers contains 70 wonderful,
inspiring stories told by accomplished classroom teachers, all of whom have achieved or are
candidates for National Board Certification. These stories reach behind and around the statistics to
highlight the art, craft, joys, and challenges of teaching in today’s classrooms, breathing fresh life
into the countless students we face every day. Creative, caring teachers invite you into their
classrooms as they relate compelling and moving narratives, allowing us to witness, first-hand,
essential teaching and learning moments in the lives of individual children. The stories offer
examples of instructional activities that are real, student-centered, meaningful, and most of
all—lasting! Stories are grouped in harmony with the Five Core Propositions of accomplished
teaching, as defined by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards: Teachers are
committed to students and their learning Teachers know the subjects they teach and how to teach
those subjects to students Teachers are responsible for managing and monitoring student learning
Teachers think systematically about their practice and learn from experience Teachers are members
of learning communities All of us have been touched in some way by the teachers we've encountered
in our lives. This incredibly moving tribute to the artistry and love of teaching opens classroom doors
and lets us look inside to find out what really makes a difference in the lives of our nation’s students.

teacher hugs student from behind: Excellent Classroom Management Carl H. Rinne, 1997
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