
teacher crazy hair day

teacher crazy hair day is an exciting and creative event commonly celebrated
in schools to encourage fun, self-expression, and community spirit among
students and staff. This unique day allows teachers to showcase their
imaginative hairstyles, often resulting in laughter and memorable moments
throughout the school environment. Beyond just fun, teacher crazy hair day
serves as a tool to foster student engagement, promote a positive school
culture, and even support fundraising efforts. This article explores the
origins and significance of teacher crazy hair day, practical ideas for
participation, and tips for organizing a successful celebration. Educators,
administrators, and parents alike will find valuable insights and inspiration
to make the most out of this spirited occasion.
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The History and Purpose of Teacher Crazy Hair
Day
Teacher crazy hair day originated as part of broader school spirit events
designed to inject fun and creativity into the academic environment. Schools
across the United States and internationally have adopted this playful
tradition, which encourages teachers to wear outrageous, colorful, or themed
hairstyles for a day. The primary purpose is to break the routine, foster
camaraderie among students and faculty, and create a lighthearted atmosphere
conducive to learning and social interaction. It also aligns with other
themed days such as pajama day or costume day, contributing to a
comprehensive spirit week or special event calendar.

Origins of the Tradition
The exact origins of teacher crazy hair day are difficult to pinpoint, but it
gained popularity alongside the rise of spirit weeks in the late 20th
century. These events were designed to build community and excitement within
schools. Teacher crazy hair day quickly became a favorite because it allowed
educators to participate in the fun while demonstrating approachability and
creativity. Over the years, it has evolved to include various hair
decorations, wigs, and styling techniques, making it a highly anticipated



event.

Goals and Educational Value
While teacher crazy hair day is primarily for enjoyment, it also supports
educational goals. It encourages teachers to connect with students on a more
personal level, promoting positive relationships that enhance classroom
dynamics. Additionally, it can be used as a conversation starter for lessons
on individuality, creativity, and self-expression. Some schools integrate it
with fundraising efforts or community service projects, increasing its impact
beyond mere entertainment.

Creative Teacher Crazy Hair Day Ideas
Planning creative hairstyles for teacher crazy hair day can be both fun and
challenging. The key is to balance creativity with practicality, ensuring the
style is appropriate and manageable throughout the school day. Teachers can
draw inspiration from various themes, colors, and accessories to craft unique
looks that captivate students and colleagues alike.

Theme-Based Hair Styles
Adopting a theme can streamline the hairstyle design process and enhance the
event's cohesiveness. Popular themes include:

Animal Hairstyles: Styling hair to resemble animals such as lions,
birds, or butterflies using clips, sprays, and braids.

Holiday-Inspired Looks: Incorporating elements related to holidays like
Halloween, Christmas, or Valentine’s Day.

Color Explosion: Using temporary hair dyes or colored sprays to create
vibrant, eye-catching effects.

Crazy Accessories: Adding ribbons, foam shapes, pipe cleaners, or
novelty items to accentuate the hairstyle.

Character Hairdos: Mimicking iconic hairstyles from movies, cartoons, or
historical figures.

Easy Do-It-Yourself Techniques
For teachers with limited time or hairstyling skills, simple techniques can
still produce impressive results. These include:

Using colorful hair chalk or temporary spray colors for a quick
transformation.



Attaching clip-in extensions or wigs to add volume and texture.

Creating spikes or messy buns with the help of hair gel and pins.

Incorporating decorative headbands or hats that complement the
hairstyle.

Organizing and Promoting Teacher Crazy Hair Day
Successful teacher crazy hair day events require thoughtful planning and
communication. Administrators and event coordinators should consider timing,
inclusivity, and promotion to maximize participation and enjoyment.

Planning the Event
Key steps in organizing teacher crazy hair day include:

Setting a date that fits well within the school calendar, often during1.
spirit week or a special assembly.

Communicating guidelines on appropriate hairstyles to ensure2.
professionalism and safety.

Coordinating with teachers to encourage participation and share3.
hairstyle ideas.

Preparing materials or resources, such as hair sprays, accessories, or4.
styling tools, if needed.

Incorporating the event into broader school activities, such as contests5.
or photo sessions.

Promoting Engagement
Effective promotion helps build excitement and involvement among both staff
and students. Promotion strategies include:

Announcements during school assemblies or morning announcements.

Posters and flyers placed in common areas.

Social media posts highlighting teacher preparations and final looks.

Incentives such as prizes for the craziest or most creative hairstyles.

Encouraging student participation through complementary themed days.



Benefits of Teacher Crazy Hair Day for Schools
Teacher crazy hair day offers numerous advantages that extend beyond the
aesthetic and entertainment aspects. It positively influences school culture,
student engagement, and community relations.

Enhancing School Spirit
Participating in teacher crazy hair day contributes to a vibrant and
inclusive school environment. It fosters a sense of unity as both staff and
students join in the playful celebration. This enhanced school spirit can
improve morale and promote a positive attitude toward learning and
collaboration.

Building Stronger Relationships
The event creates opportunities for teachers and students to interact in a
relaxed and informal setting. By showcasing their fun side, teachers become
more approachable, helping to build trust and mutual respect. These
relationships can lead to improved classroom behavior and academic
performance.

Supporting Fundraising and Awareness
Many schools leverage teacher crazy hair day as part of fundraising campaigns
or awareness initiatives. Charging a small fee for participation or hosting
related events can generate funds for school programs or charitable causes.
Additionally, themed hairstyles can highlight important social issues,
enhancing educational impact.

Safety and Practical Considerations
While teacher crazy hair day is designed for fun, it is essential to maintain
safety and practicality to ensure a smooth event without disruptions.

Health and Hygiene
Teachers should use non-toxic, allergy-safe hair products to avoid adverse
reactions. Temporary colors and sprays must be washable and free of harsh
chemicals. It is advisable to test products before the event to prevent skin
irritation or damage.

Comfort and Functionality
Hairstyles should not interfere with teaching duties or comfort throughout
the day. Excessively elaborate or cumbersome designs might hinder movement or
distract students. Ensuring that hair remains secure and manageable will
allow teachers to focus on their instructional responsibilities.



School Policies and Guidelines
Schools should provide clear guidelines to balance creativity with
professionalism. Policies might address appropriate themes, the use of
accessories, and compliance with dress codes. Maintaining respect for
cultural sensitivities and inclusivity is also crucial when planning teacher
crazy hair day activities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Teacher Crazy Hair Day?
Teacher Crazy Hair Day is a fun school event where teachers style their hair
in wild, creative, or unusual ways to entertain and engage students.

How can teachers prepare for Crazy Hair Day?
Teachers can prepare by brainstorming unique hairstyles, gathering necessary
hair accessories or wigs, and practicing their look ahead of time to ensure
it’s safe and school-appropriate.

Why do schools organize Teacher Crazy Hair Day?
Schools organize Teacher Crazy Hair Day to foster a fun and inclusive school
culture, boost student-teacher relationships, and encourage creativity among
both staff and students.

What are some popular crazy hair ideas for teachers?
Popular ideas include colorful hair sprays, crazy buns or spikes, themed
hairdos like animal shapes, using hair chalk, or wearing funky wigs.

Can Teacher Crazy Hair Day be combined with other
themed school days?
Yes, Teacher Crazy Hair Day can be combined with spirit week themes, costume
days, or charity events to make the school experience more enjoyable and
engaging.

How can students participate in Teacher Crazy Hair
Day?
Students can participate by styling their hair in fun and crazy ways as well,
or by helping teachers come up with creative hair ideas and cheering them on
during the event.



Are there any safety tips for Teacher Crazy Hair
Day?
Safety tips include avoiding hairstyles that obstruct vision, using non-toxic
hair products, ensuring hairstyles don’t interfere with teaching duties, and
avoiding anything that could cause allergies or discomfort.

Additional Resources
1. Crazy Hair Day at Maplewood Elementary
This fun-filled story follows the students and teachers at Maplewood
Elementary as they prepare for the annual Crazy Hair Day. From wild colors to
gravity-defying styles, everyone gets creative with their hairdos. The book
encourages self-expression and celebrates individuality through colorful
illustrations and playful rhymes.

2. Miss Frizzle’s Wacky Hair Adventure
Join Miss Frizzle and her class on a magical field trip where her hair
changes shape and color with every scientific discovery. This whimsical tale
combines education and fun, showing how curiosity and creativity can lead to
amazing adventures. Perfect for young readers who love science and silly
hairstyles.

3. The Day My Teacher Went Hair Bonkers
When Mrs. Thompson shows up to school with a wild, unexpected hairdo, the
whole class is intrigued. This humorous story explores how a teacher’s crazy
hair day can brighten the mood and bring students closer together. It
highlights the importance of laughter and embracing the unexpected.

4. Hair-Raising Fun with Mr. Jenkins
Mr. Jenkins decides to join the Crazy Hair Day tradition with an outrageous
style that leaves everyone in stitches. The book is filled with lighthearted
moments and teaches kids about the joy of participating in school spirit
events. It’s a great read for encouraging creativity and teamwork.

5. The Great Hair Mix-Up at Sunshine School
When the hair salon accidentally switches the teachers’ crazy hair styles,
chaos and laughter ensue at Sunshine School. This story is a delightful mix
of misunderstandings and friendship, showing how a little silliness can
strengthen bonds. It’s an engaging read for kids who enjoy humorous tales.

6. Crazy Hair Day Parade
The students and teachers prepare for an exciting Crazy Hair Day Parade where
everyone showcases their wildest hairstyles. The book highlights themes of
confidence and community, as each character’s unique hair design tells a
story. Bright illustrations and catchy text make it a favorite for classroom
read-alouds.

7. Mrs. Lopez’s Hair Today, Gone Tomorrow



Mrs. Lopez surprises her class with a different crazy hairstyle every day
leading up to Crazy Hair Day. This charming story emphasizes anticipation and
creativity, encouraging kids to think outside the box. It’s perfect for
inspiring young readers to experiment with their own ideas.

8. The Hair-Do That Stole the Show
When a teacher’s crazy hairdo unexpectedly becomes the highlight of the
school talent show, everyone learns a valuable lesson about confidence and
self-expression. The narrative is uplifting and showcases the power of being
true to oneself. Engaging and heartwarming, it’s ideal for elementary
readers.

9. Crazy Hair Day: A Teacher’s Tale
This book offers a humorous inside look at how a teacher plans and executes
the perfect Crazy Hair Day. Filled with funny moments and relatable school
experiences, it’s a great story for both kids and educators. The book
celebrates creativity, teamwork, and the joy of school traditions.
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  teacher crazy hair day: Promising Pedagogies for Teacher Inquiry and Practice Katherine
Crawford-Garrett, Damon R. Carbajal, Susan L. Lytle, Marilyn Cochran-Smith, 2023 Drawing on
frameworks of teacher research and critical literacy, this volume documents the experiences of
educators in New Mexico who participate in Teaching Out Loud--an intergenerational, professional
development program that focuses on the creation and implementation of imaginative, critical
curriculum with historically marginalized students. This text offers a set of conceptual tools and
pedagogical practices for teacher educators and researchers seeking to advance teacher learning
and leadership through the use of critical study groups, rather than the more scripted professional
development approaches that dominate mainstream educational settings. Specifically, this book uses
the voices of a diverse set of teachers to demonstrate the role of teacher inquiry in shifting
curriculum and advancing equity, even when faced with formidable circumstances like a global
pandemic. The authors examine how participation in Teaching Out Loud helped teachers foster
social-emotional learning, foreground issues of race and identity, build and sustain community,
promote self-care, and center play within and against challenging local and global contexts. Book
Features: Highlights the voices of teachers representing a range of diverse perspectives and
experience levels. Explains classroom practices and approaches in detail. Examines the challenges
posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. Explicitly addresses critical issues like race and social justice.
Focuses on the American Southwest.
  teacher crazy hair day: Cool Story Programs for the School-Age Crowd Rob Reid,
2004-08-02 Offers eighteen offbeat literary programs featuring creepy, dirty, and stinky stories that
will appeal to young readers.
  teacher crazy hair day: Purpose Driven Teacher Joseph I. Monye PhD, 2023-06-25 Purpose
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Driven Teacher: College and Career Readiness Mathematics Skills-anticipates how to focus
mathematics knowledge and problem solving skills amongst High school and College students in
building conceptual, representational, and abstract mathematical thinking and discourse. This book
poses purposeful questions and answers to enable students build procedural fluency from their
unique conceptual understanding of mathematical problem solving. Inner City students, and
especially Minority students of African descent will find the psychology of this book especially
useful.
  teacher crazy hair day: Great Quotes for Great Educators Dale Lumpa, Todd Whitaker,
2014-05-12 Over 600 insightful, witty nuggets to motivate and inspire you and everyone else at your
school. Teachers, display these quotes in your classrooms! Administrators, insert them into your
faculty memos and share them at staff meetings! Why is this book unique? It includes over 100
original quotes from internationally acclaimed speaker and educator Todd Whitaker, features real
quotes from real students which echo wit and wisdom for educators, and each quote has a direct
connection to your life as an educator.
  teacher crazy hair day: Parent-Child Interaction Therapy Cheryl Bodiford McNeil, Toni L.
Hembree-Kigin, 2010-03-10 Over the past two decades, Parent-Child Interaction Therapy (PCIT)
emerged as a leading-edge method for helping parents improve their children's disruptive and
oppositional behavior. Today, PCIT has a robust evidence base; is used across the country in settings
as diverse as hospitals, mental health centers, schools, and mobile clinics; and is rapidly gaining
popularity in other parts of the world. In keeping with this increasing recognition of PCIT's
effectiveness, the authors of Parent-Child Interaction Therapy present this expanded clinical edition
to keep readers up to date on new practice developments, current treatment protocols, and the
latest research findings. This update retains the fundamentals as detailed by PCIT's founder, Dr.
Sheila Eyberg, including an overview of the therapy, detailed description of the course of treatment,
and handout materials. The text goes further to explore the evolution of PCIT outside the original
target ages of three-to-six (including preventive PCIT for very young children at risk) and examines
the use of PCIT with special child populations, such as abuse victims and those with ADHD.
Contributing experts discuss uses of the therapy in school, at home, with minorities, and with highly
stressed families. But regardless of the population, setting, or topic covered, interventions remain
faithful to basic PCIT principles and methods. New features of the expanded second edition include:
Adaptations of PCIT for babies, toddlers, preteens, and siblings. Applications for abuse survivors,
children with developmental disabilities, ADHD, and severe aggression problems. Uses of PCIT with
separating or divorced parents. Culturally relevant PCIT for ethnic minority and international
families. Teacher-child, staff-child, and home-based applications. PCIT training guidelines. A
brand-new chapter summarizing current research supporting PCIT. As PCIT broadens its scope,
Parent-Child Interaction Therapy, Second Edition, brings innovative ideas and proven techniques to
clinical child psychologists, school psychologists, and other mental health providers working to
enhance the lives of children and their families.
  teacher crazy hair day: Raising Black Students' Achievement Through Culturally
Responsive Teaching Johnnie McKinley, 2011-03-30 In this book, Johnnie McKinley presents the
results of her in-depth study of a group of teachers in grades 3 thru 8 who managed to radically
narrow the achievement gap between their black and white students by using a set of culturally
responsive strategies in their classrooms. McKinley uses the educators' own words and illustrative
virtual walkthroughs of lessons in action to examine these strategies in detail. In addition, the book
includes * An overview of the research literature on effective responses to the achievement gap; *
Instructions for conducting classroom walkthroughs, including a series of feedback forms that
teachers can use to conduct walkthroughs in their schools; and * A comprehensive guide to the
author's Teaming for Culturally Responsive Classrooms (TCRC) model—an innovative multistep
framework for assessing the cultural responsiveness of teaching strategies in schools. Educators
have been struggling for decades to remedy the disparity in academic outcomes between black and
white students. This book shows how one remarkable group of teachers harnessed the power of



culturally responsive teaching to do just that. By following the path outlined in Raising Black
Students' Achievement Through Culturally Responsive Teaching, you too can help your black
students to become engaged, self-confident, and successful learners.
  teacher crazy hair day: The Wild Water Mystery at Niagara Falls Teacher's Guide Carole
Marsh, 2011-03-01 The corresponding Teacher's Guide is a page-by-page supplementary resource
that gives you additional activities to enhance the student's learning opportunities by using
cross-curricular materials including discussion questions, reproducible vocabulary, science,
geography and math activities. Each Teacher's Guide turns you into the expert-we've done all the
research for you! This comprehensive resource enhances the many dramatic learning opportunities
students can gain from reading this mystery by Carole Marsh. The supplementary Teacher's Guide
includes: Š A chapter guide of additional information, trivia, historical facts, and more to help
teachers be Experts! Š Activity ideas that make the book come dramatically to life for young
readers! Š The author's additional comments and thoughts about the subject Š Some reproducible
activities Š Great out-of-the-box ideas for activities.
  teacher crazy hair day: Interchange Level 3 Teacher's Edition with Assessment Audio
CD/CD-ROM Jack C. Richards, 2012-11-12 Interchange Fourth Edition is a fully revised edition of
Interchange, the world's most successful series for adult and young-adult learners of North
American English. The course has been revised to reflect the most recent approaches to language
teaching and learning. It remains the innovative series teachers and students have grown to love,
while incorporating suggestions from teachers and students all over the world. This edition offers
updated content in every unit, grammar practice, and opportunities to develop speaking and
listening skills. Interchange Fourth Edition features contemporary topics and a strong focus on both
accuracy and fluency. Its successful multi-skills syllabus integrates themes, grammar, functions,
vocabulary, and pronunciation. The underlying philosophy of the course remains that language is
best learned when it's used for meaningful communication.
  teacher crazy hair day: So You're a First Year Teacher Levi Joe Hawk, 2022-07-14 Memoires of
a first year teacher. Levi Hawk writes about how a crazy first year can always have lessons of what
went well and not so well! The roller coaster ride of a year had events such as teacher strikes, bus
driver strikes, first observations, and even getting punched in the face by a student! Levi includes
sections of Advice and Lessons for classroom management strategies.
  teacher crazy hair day: Philosophy with Children and Teacher Education Arie Kizel,
2022-11-29 This rich collection of essays offers a broad array of perspectives from prominent
international ‘philosophy for/with children’ (P4wC) scholars and practitioners regarding the
interface between P4wC and teacher education and training curricula. The book considers the deep
and varied points of contact that exist between the pedagogical and philosophical principles of the
philosophical community of inquiry and teacher education and training programs. It is designed to
help improve education systems worldwide as they seek to shift their attention towards the student,
student inter-relations, and student-other relations and foster independent high-order, critical,
creative, and caring thinking within democratic, pluralistic societies. It proposes an innovative,
creative way of approaching teacher education and training—a central subject in today’s educational
world. Offering diverse perspectives on integrating progressive educational philosophy and
contemporary pedagogy, Philosophy with Children and Teacher Education is a must-read for all
those studying philosophy for/with children and researching in this area.
  teacher crazy hair day: Tales from the Teachers' Lounge Robert Wilder, 2007-08-28 From
the critically acclaimed author of Daddy Needs a Drink—hailed by the Los Angeles Times as
“consistently hilarious”—comes a series of irreverent, wickedly observant essays about what it really
means to be a teacher today. With his trademark wit and wisdom, Robert Wilder dissects the world’s
noblest profession—whether he’s taming a classroom full of hormonal teenagers or going one-on-one
with the school bully. Wilder was twenty-six when he found his true calling. Leaving a lucrative
advertising career in New York, he got a job as an assistant first-grade teacher at a Santa Fe
alternative school—and never looked back. Now he brings his unique perspective—as a teacher,



parent, and former student—to a series of laugh-out-loud essays that show teaching at its most
absurd…and most rewarding. With brutal candor he chronicles his own lively adventures in modern
education, from navigating cutthroat kindergarten sign-ups to subbing for a class experiment gone
wrong–and dares to tell about it. He shares the surprising lessons he’s learned in the trenches of his
profession, including how to bribe a four-year-old (his own) to stop swearing in a Lutheran preschool
and the best way to teach moody teenagers…manage “helicopter” parents…and cope with
bullies—whether of the school-yard, Internet, or parental kind. And he offers tough love for cheaters
who log on to www.SchoolSucks.com, then puts to rest forever the question of why new teachers
gain weight (hint: the free donuts don’t help). In Tales from the Teachers’ Lounge, Robert Wilder
charts life’s learning curve with a warmth and humor you don’t find in textbooks. By turns
heartwarming, eye-opening, and uproariously funny, these pitch-perfect essays offer priceless
lessons in life, family, learning, and teaching from a true lover of education.
  teacher crazy hair day: Transition from Rejection to Embraced Gabriella Abigail Everett,
2024-12-13 Gabriella Abigail Everett is a girl born into a boy's body. Her dad wanted an athletic boy,
but she was not athletic but musically inclined. Even though she despised her childhood and most of
her youth, she became a musician, teacher, and theologian, still having emotional ups and downs. At
age 49, Gabriella married her soulmate. She is a card-carrying member of the LGTBQAI+ community
and also a member of an affirming Christian church in the suburbs of Houston. Read her
roller-coaster of a story. About the Author Gabriella Abigail Everett is a retired teacher, retired
pastor, amateur actress, amateur musician, long- retired distance runner, amateur model, avid
reader, avid car traveler, and dedicated Christian.
  teacher crazy hair day: Twigs Greenwood'S Greatest Authors, 2001
  teacher crazy hair day: The Mystery of the Graveyard of the Atlantic Teacher's Guide
Carole Marsh, 2011-03-01 The corresponding Teacher's Guide is a page-by-page supplementary
resource that gives you additional activities to enhance the student's learning opportunities by using
cross-curricular materials including discussion questions, reproducible vocabulary, science,
geography and math activities. Each Teacher's Guide turns you into the expert-we've done all the
research for you! This comprehensive resource enhances the many dramatic learning opportunities
students can gain from reading this mystery by Carole Marsh. The supplementary Teacher's Guide
includes: Š A chapter guide of additional information, trivia, historical facts, and more to help
teachers be Experts! Š Activity ideas that make the book come dramatically to life for young
readers! Š The author's additional comments and thoughts about the subject Š Some reproducible
activities Š Great out-of-the-box ideas for activities.
  teacher crazy hair day: The Mystery of the Haunted Ghost Town Teacher's Guide Carole
Marsh, 2011-03-01 The corresponding Teacher's Guide is a page-by-page supplementary resource
that gives you additional activities to enhance the student's learning opportunities by using
cross-curricular materials including discussion questions, reproducible vocabulary, science,
geography and math activities. Each Teacher's Guide turns you into the expert-we've done all the
research for you! This comprehensive resource enhances the many dramatic learning opportunities
students can gain from reading this mystery by Carole Marsh. The supplementary Teacher's Guide
includes: Š A chapter guide of additional information, trivia, historical facts, and more to help
teachers be Experts! Š Activity ideas that make the book come dramatically to life for young
readers! Š The author's additional comments and thoughts about the subject Š Some reproducible
activities Š Great out-of-the-box ideas for activities.
  teacher crazy hair day: Revenge of the Teacher's Pets Jennifer Ziegler, 2018-06-26 The
Brewster Triplets are back to school -- and up to new hijinks -- in this hilarious new story from
Jennifer Ziegler! The Brewster triplets have this whole school year figured out. They'll share notes
and books and help plan their big sister's wedding, and they're all going to be on color guard.
Smooth sailing through the seventh grade.Only nothing goes right. They're accidentally on cheer
squad, of all things. And the sisters are split into different classes--which Darby is failing because of
her terrible participation grade. Meanwhile, Delaney really likes cheerleading and doesn't want just



go along with what Dawn wants this time, especially on her cheering crusade. Can the triplets take
turns pretending to be Darby, plan a shower for their beloved big sister, and stay out of the trouble
Dawn keeps getting them into? And more importantly, can they do it without being split up for good?
Three times the teacher's pets means three times the school shenanigans in this fun Brewster
Triplets romp from Jennifer Ziegler.
  teacher crazy hair day: The Mystery in Las Vegas Teacher's Guide Carole Marsh,
2011-03-01 The corresponding Teacher's Guide is a page-by-page supplementary resource that gives
you additional activities to enhance the student's learning opportunities by using cross-curricular
materials including discussion questions, reproducible vocabulary, science, geography and math
activities. Each Teacher's Guide turns you into the expert-we've done all the research for you! This
comprehensive resource enhances the many dramatic learning opportunities students can gain from
reading this mystery by Carole Marsh. The supplementary Teacher's Guide includes: Š A chapter
guide of additional information, trivia, historical facts, and more to help teachers be Experts! Š
Activity ideas that make the book come dramatically to life for young readers! Š The author's
additional comments and thoughts about the subject Š Some reproducible activities Š Great
out-of-the-box ideas for activities.
  teacher crazy hair day: Teaching the Tough Issues Jacqueline Darvin, 2015-04-24 This book
introduces a groundbreaking teaching method intended to help English, social studies, and
humanities teachers address difficult or controversial topics in their secondary classrooms. Because
these issues are rarely addressed in teacher preparation programs, few teachers feel confident
facilitating conversations around culturally and politically sensitive issues in ways that honor their
diverse students' voices and lead to critical, transformative thinking. The author describes a
four-step method to help teachers structure discussions and written assignments while concurrently
assisting them in addressing Common Core State Standards. Designed to aid students in both
developing their own viewpoints on contentious issues and in actively critiquing those of their
teachers and peers, these practices will enhance any humanities curriculum.
  teacher crazy hair day: Teaching While Black Pamela Lewis, 2016-03-16 Teaching should
never be color-blind. In a world where many believe the best approach toward eradicating racism is
to feign ignorance of our palpable physical differences, a few have led the movement toward
convincing fellow educators not only to consider race but to use it as the very basis of their teaching.
This is what education activist and writer Pamela Lewis has set upon to do in her compelling book,
Teaching While Black: A New Voice on Race and Education in New York City. As the title suggests,
embracing blackness in the classroom can be threatening to many and thus challenging to carry out
in the present school system. Unapologetic and gritty, Teaching While Black offers an insightful,
honest portrayal of Lewis’s turbulent eleven-year relationship within the New York City public
school system and her fight to survive in a profession that has undervalued her worth and her
understanding of how children of color learn best. Tracing her educational journey with its roots in
the North Bronx, Lewis paints a vivid, intimate picture of her battle to be heard in a system
struggling to unlock the minds of the children it serves, while stifling the voices of teachers of color
who hold the key. The reader gains full access to a perspective that has been virtually ignored since
the No Child Left Behind Act, through which questions surrounding increased resignation rates by
teachers of color and failing test scores can be answered. Teaching While Black is both a deeply
personal narrative of a black woman’s real-life experiences and a clarion call for culturally
responsive teaching. Lewis fearlessly addresses the reality of toxic school culture head-on and gives
readers an inside look at the inert bureaucracy, heavy-handed administrators, and ineffective
approach to pedagogy that prevent inner-city kids from learning. At the heart of Lewis’s moving
narrative is her passion. Each chapter delves deeper into the author’s conscious uncoupling from the
current trends in public education that diminish proven remedies for academic underachievement,
as observed from her own experiences as a teacher of students of color. Teaching While Black
summons everyone to re-examine what good teaching looks like. Through a powerful vision, together
with practical ideas and strategies for teachers navigating very difficult waters, Lewis delivers hope



for the future of teaching and learning in inner-city schools.
  teacher crazy hair day: Rookie Teaching For Dummies W. Michael Kelley, 2011-03-10
Navigate politics, paperwork, and legal issues Find your instructional style and make learning fun
for your students! Gain the upper hand on your first day of school! This friendly guide reveals what
they didn't teach you in your education classes, offering practical advice and tons of real-life
examples to help you set up and maintain an orderly classroom, engage your students, establish a
grading system, and develop positive relationships with parents and school administrators. The
Dummies Way * Explanations in plain English * Get in, get out information * Icons and other
navigational aids * Tear-out cheat sheet * Top ten lists * A dash of humor and fun
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