teacher as a parent

teacher as a parent represents a unique dual role that combines the educational expertise of a
teacher with the nurturing responsibilities of a parent. Balancing these roles requires a deep
understanding of child development, effective communication skills, and the ability to manage both
academic and emotional needs. This article explores how the skills and experiences gained from
teaching can positively influence parenting approaches. Moreover, it addresses common challenges
faced by individuals who are both educators and parents, providing strategies to harmonize these
responsibilities effectively. By examining the intersection between professional pedagogy and home-
based child-rearing, this article aims to illuminate the benefits and considerations of being a teacher
as a parent. The discussion includes practical tips, psychological insights, and real-world
applications that highlight the importance of this dual identity in fostering a supportive and
educational family environment.
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Balancing Professional and Parental Roles

Managing the responsibilities of a teacher as a parent involves navigating the demands of a
professional teaching career alongside the duties of raising children. This balance requires effective
time management, emotional resilience, and clear boundary-setting to ensure success in both areas.
Teachers often bring structured planning and organization skills from their professional lives into
their home routines, aiding in smoother family functioning. However, the overlap of roles can
sometimes lead to stress or role confusion, making it essential for teacher-parents to develop
strategies that compartmentalize work and family life.

Time Management Techniques

Effective time management is critical for teachers who are also parents. Prioritizing tasks, setting
realistic goals, and creating schedules that accommodate both work and family commitments can
prevent burnout. Utilizing planners or digital calendars helps in tracking deadlines, parent-teacher
meetings, and family activities. Additionally, allocating time for self-care is important to maintain
overall well-being.



Setting Boundaries Between Work and Home

Establishing clear boundaries helps teacher-parents avoid the spillover of work-related stress into
family life. This might include designated work hours, creating a dedicated workspace at home, and
consciously switching off from professional tasks after school hours. These boundaries enhance the
quality of interactions with children and promote a healthier family environment.

Educational Approaches in Parenting

The role of a teacher as a parent naturally influences the educational methods applied at home.
Many educators incorporate pedagogical strategies such as positive reinforcement, differentiated
instruction, and developmental assessments into their parenting styles. This integration fosters a
learning-friendly atmosphere that supports children’s academic growth and emotional development.

Applying Classroom Techniques to Parenting

Teachers often use techniques such as scaffolding, where support is gradually removed as the child
gains independence, and formative assessments to monitor progress. These methods can be adapted
for use at home to encourage problem-solving and critical thinking in children. Additionally, using
clear expectations and consistent feedback helps maintain discipline and motivation.

Promoting Lifelong Learning

Encouraging curiosity and a love for learning is a common goal for teacher-parents. They often
model learning behaviors themselves, such as reading regularly or engaging in educational
activities. Creating a rich home environment with access to books, educational games, and
stimulating conversations reinforces the value of education beyond the classroom.

Challenges Faced by Teachers as Parents

While the combination of teaching and parenting offers many advantages, it also presents unique
challenges. Teacher-parents may experience heightened expectations from themselves and others,
struggle with work-life balance, and face emotional fatigue due to the demands of both roles.
Recognizing these challenges is the first step to addressing them effectively.

Emotional and Physical Fatigue

Teaching is a demanding profession that requires significant emotional investment, which can lead
to exhaustion. When combined with parenting duties, the risk of burnout increases. Teacher-parents
need to be vigilant about their mental health and seek support when necessary to maintain their
ability to care for their children effectively.



Managing Expectations

Teacher-parents often hold themselves to high standards regarding their children's academic and
behavioral achievements. This can result in pressure and stress, potentially impacting family
dynamics. It is important to balance expectations with empathy and recognize that children develop
at their own pace.

Benefits of Teaching Skills in Parenting

The skills acquired through a teaching career can significantly enhance parenting effectiveness.
Teachers bring expertise in communication, patience, and conflict resolution, which are invaluable
in managing family relationships. Their understanding of child psychology and learning theories also
supports informed decision-making in child-rearing.

Enhanced Communication Abilities

Effective communication is a cornerstone of both teaching and parenting. Teacher-parents are adept
at explaining concepts clearly, listening actively, and providing constructive feedback. These skills
contribute to open and positive dialogues within the family, fostering trust and understanding.

Patience and Conflict Resolution

Classroom management equips teachers with techniques to handle conflicts calmly and
constructively. Applying these methods at home helps in resolving sibling disputes, managing
tantrums, and encouraging cooperative behavior. Patience developed through teaching experience
promotes a nurturing and supportive family environment.

Strategies for Effective Communication at Home

Maintaining open lines of communication between parents and children is essential for healthy
development. Teacher-parents can apply evidence-based communication strategies to improve
understanding and emotional connection within the family.

Active Listening

Active listening involves fully concentrating, understanding, and responding thoughtfully to a child's
words. Teacher-parents use this approach to validate their children's feelings and encourage
expression, which strengthens emotional bonds and reduces misunderstandings.

Positive Reinforcement

Using positive reinforcement encourages desired behaviors by acknowledging and rewarding them.
This technique, commonly used in classrooms, can be adapted at home to motivate children and



build self-esteem.

Supporting Child Development Beyond the Classroom

Teacher-parents often extend their educational influence beyond academic instruction to support
holistic child development. This includes fostering social skills, emotional intelligence, and
creativity, which are critical components of well-rounded growth.

Encouraging Social and Emotional Growth

Children benefit from guidance in managing emotions, building relationships, and developing
empathy. Teacher-parents utilize their knowledge of social-emotional learning frameworks to
nurture these skills through family interactions and community involvement.

Promoting Creative and Critical Thinking

Creativity and critical thinking are essential for problem-solving and innovation. Teacher-parents
encourage these abilities by providing opportunities for exploration, imaginative play, and open-
ended questioning, thereby enriching their children's cognitive development.

Practical Activities to Support Development

e Engaging in family reading sessions to enhance literacy skills.
 Participating in educational games that stimulate critical thinking.

e Encouraging involvement in arts and crafts to foster creativity.

e Organizing group activities that promote teamwork and communication.

e Creating routines that balance study, play, and rest for holistic well-being.

Frequently Asked Questions

How can teachers adopt a parental role to better support their
students?

Teachers can adopt a parental role by showing empathy, providing emotional support, setting clear
expectations, and guiding students with patience and care, similar to how parents nurture their
children.



What are the benefits of teachers acting as parental figures in
the classroom?

When teachers act as parental figures, students often feel more secure, motivated, and valued,
which can lead to improved academic performance, better behavior, and stronger teacher-student
relationships.

How can teachers balance being authoritative like a parent
without being overly strict?

Teachers can balance authority by establishing clear rules and consequences while maintaining
open communication, showing understanding, and encouraging positive reinforcement instead of
punishment.

In what ways can a teacher’s approach resemble parenting to
address students' emotional needs?

Teachers can resemble parenting by recognizing and addressing emotional struggles, offering
encouragement, creating a safe and inclusive environment, and helping students develop resilience
and self-regulation skills.

Can acting as a parental figure lead to teacher burnout? How
can teachers manage this?

Yes, taking on a parental role can increase emotional labor and risk burnout. Teachers can manage
this by setting healthy boundaries, seeking support from colleagues, engaging in self-care, and
maintaining a work-life balance.

How does a teacher’s parental role influence classroom
management?

A teacher’s parental role helps establish trust and respect, which can lead to smoother classroom
management as students are more likely to follow guidance from someone they see as caring and
invested in their well-being.

What challenges do teachers face when they try to act as
parents to their students?

Challenges include maintaining professional boundaries, managing diverse student needs, avoiding
favoritism, and balancing the emotional demands without neglecting their academic responsibilities.

How can schools support teachers who take on parental roles
for their students?

Schools can support these teachers by providing professional development on emotional
intelligence, offering counseling resources, promoting collaborative teamwork, and ensuring



manageable workloads to prevent burnout.

Additional Resources

1. The Teacher as Parent: Nurturing Growth in the Classroom

This book explores the parallels between parenting and teaching, emphasizing the importance of
emotional support and guidance in educational settings. It offers strategies for creating a nurturing
classroom environment where students feel valued and understood. Educators will learn how to
balance authority with empathy to foster student development.

2. Teaching with a Parent’s Heart: Building Strong Teacher-Student Relationships

Focusing on the relational aspect of teaching, this book provides insights into how teachers can
adopt a parental mindset to build trust and rapport with their students. It includes practical advice
on active listening, patience, and consistent encouragement. The author argues that seeing students
through a parental lens can enhance classroom management and student motivation.

3. From Classroom to Family: The Teacher’s Role in Student Development

This text delves into the teacher’s influence beyond academics, highlighting the role educators play
in students’ social and emotional growth. It presents case studies and research supporting the idea
that teachers often serve as surrogate parents for children. Readers will find techniques for
supporting students’ holistic development while maintaining professional boundaries.

4. Parenting in the Classroom: A Guide for Teachers

Designed as a practical guide, this book offers tools for teachers to incorporate parenting principles
into their teaching practice. It covers topics such as discipline, encouragement, and conflict
resolution from a parental perspective. The author emphasizes consistency and empathy as key
components of effective teaching.

5. The Caring Teacher: Embracing the Parent-Teacher Role

This book highlights the emotional labor involved in teaching and how adopting a caring, parental
role can impact student success. It discusses the challenges and rewards of taking on this dual
identity. Readers will gain insights into self-care strategies to balance their professional and
emotional responsibilities.

6. Teacher as Parent: Strategies for Emotional Support in Schools

Focusing specifically on emotional support, this book presents methods for teachers to act as
parental figures during times of student crisis or stress. It includes frameworks for recognizing
emotional needs and responding appropriately. The book is a valuable resource for educators
working with at-risk or vulnerable children.

7. Raising Learners: How Teachers Can Parent Through Education

This title explores how educational practices can mirror parenting techniques to promote lifelong
learning habits. It discusses fostering independence, resilience, and responsibility in students. The
author provides actionable steps for integrating these parenting strategies into everyday teaching.

8. The Teacher-Parent Connection: Collaborative Approaches to Student Success

Emphasizing collaboration, this book examines how teachers and parents can work together
synergistically to support student growth. It offers communication strategies and joint problem-
solving frameworks. Educators will find guidance on building partnerships with families while
maintaining their own parental role within the classroom.



9. Beyond the Desk: Teachers as Parental Figures in Child Development

This book investigates the extended role teachers play in the lives of their students, often acting as
secondary parental figures. It covers psychological theories and practical examples of how teachers
influence identity formation and emotional well-being. The author encourages educators to
acknowledge and embrace this responsibility thoughtfully.
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teacher as a parent: Teachers and Parents Dorothy Rich, 1987 This monograph for teachers
outlines reasons for working with parents. It presents a sampling of practical strategies that
teachers can use to foster parent competence and responsibility in the education of their children. It
also contains answers to some of teachers' questions about getting parents to visit the school and
encouraging them to become involved in their children's education. An introduction in Chapter 1 is
followed by a discussion of new roles and new facts about families and teachers in Chapter 2.
Chapter 3 concerns what parents and teachers want. Chapter 4 discusses educational responsibility
in the home. Chapter 5 describes what teachers can do to increase parent involvement. Chapter 6
provides tips concerning the parent-teacher conference. Chapter 7 deals with special experiences
and needs of single parents that teachers may want to consider. Chapter 8 articulates four basic
rules for parent involvement programs. Appendices provide discussions of parent involvement
strategies, the MegaSkills home curriculum, ways to meet family needs, and characteristics of
effective families. Over 40 references, as well as 7 filmstrips, are cited. (RH)

teacher as a parent: Extending Thought in Young Children Chris Athey, 2007-03-08 "Chris
Athey has made a major contribution to our understanding of how young children think and how
educators and parents can best support their learning. This book is, without doubt, a most important
text for all who are concerned to maximise the potential of early childhood education to develop
effective ways of working with young children. The book explores children’s schematic development
and offers ways of teaching which are closely matched to children’s actions, speech and graphic
representations. This second edition of Extending Thought builds on the scholarly approach of the
first and provides readers with clear explanation of relevant research alongside rich observations of
children. It is essential reading for all who seek to provide the very best of learning opportunities for
young children by bring parents, professionals and informed pedagogy together in a thoughtful and
informed partnership of learning. Extending Thought is a major building block for many of us who
study young children’s capacity to think and learn’ - Dr Cathy Nutbrown, Reader in Education,
University of Sheffield In this fully revised version of Chris Athey’s classic text, the author builds on
her original internationally renowned research with new illustrations of ‘continuity’ in children’s
thinking from early to primary education. Drawing on her extensive experience and research
evidence, she explains how teachers of young children can advance professionally towards a greater
knowledge of young children’s thinking and learning. The book covers: o ‘forms of thought’ used by
young children o assimilation of curriculum content o pedagogy o parental participation o the
politics of early education This book is an essential read for students and teachers in early years
education. Chris Athey M Ed, was Principal Lecturer in Education at the Roehampton Institute of
Higher Education (RIHE). Funded by a Leverhulme Research Fellowship, she directed the Froebel
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Early Education Project from 1973 to 1978. She has taught all ages of primary-school children in
State and private schools. She has considerable experience of initial teacher training and INSET

teacher as a parent: A Teacher's Inside Advice to Parents Robert Ward, 2016-10-20
Maximize your child’s potential in ways that extend beyond academics alone. Gain a clearer, more
cohesive relationship with their teachers. A Teacher’s Inside Advice to Parents: How Children Thrive
with Leadership, Love, Laughter, and Learning explains how to support and inspire all kids towards
success and satisfaction. When parents and teachers share common goals and methods to meet a
child’s essential needs, this wraparound effect flows seamlessly from home to school and back again.
This affirming, practical parenting approach provides expert insight for connecting with the
classroom and influencing your child in four fundamental aspects: Leadership supplies the
appropriate guidelines and routines your child requires in order to feel a soothing sense of security,
structure, and stability. Love offers the attention, encouragement, and acceptance that create a
strong bond of trust and open communication between you and your child. Laughter adds the joy,
excitement, and adventure that embolden and assist in your child’s personal exploration of
creativity, purpose, and direction.Learning develops and reinforces your child’s knowledge, wisdom,
and skills vital for a contributing, self-sufficient life. The Four Ls of Parenting directly lead to the
cooperation, confidence, contentment, and capabilities parents and teachers both strive to foster in
every child—all accomplished with increased efficacy and delight while nurturing and educating the
kids they care about so deeply.

teacher as a parent: New Ways to Engage Parents Patricia Edwards, Catherine
Compton-Lilly, 2016-05-06 Just as populations change, ideas about how to encourage and work with
parents also need to evovle. This practical resource by bestselling author Patricia Edwards provides
school leaders and classroom teachers with new and creative ways in which to welcome, encourage
and involve parents. Enacting these types of practices requires a special kind of commitment from
teachers and school leaders, which often coincides with a particular kind of mindset about families
and one's responsibility to engage them. Educators often develop this mindset as they depend their
understanding of families, literacy/language, culture/race/class, and themselves. Edwards pulls these
understandings together and presents them in a straightforward, concise, and easy-to-use guide that
is perfect for professional learning communities and teacher preparation courses. New Ways to
Engage Parents is essential reading for all educators who care deeply about engaging a wide range
of parents in today's schools. The book features: a stark look at the changing community
demographics and what that means for teachers and adminsitrators; strategies for communicating
with parents; examples of how to bring parents together for meaningful activities; the importance of
understanding parental constraints and the need to meet them halfway; and approaches for
overcoming school ghosts as well as negative histories and perceptions in the community.

teacher as a parent: Parent Teacher Communication Amy Newton, 2020-08-07 This Parent
Teacher Communication is a perfect way for teachers to record and document your communication
with parents about your students. It's very important to record all daily interactions with parents
about their child or children, whether it's about an IEP meeting, for a special needs student, notes
on conferences, or an academic evaluation. It will keep you organized & can especially help remind
you of information as you look back on your notes. Each interior page includes space for recording:
Student Name - Write the student's name. Parent Name - Record the parent's name. Date & Time -
Log the date and time contacted. Phone Number (Home Or Cell) - Write their phone number. Email
Information - Record their email. Reason For The Contact - Log the reason for the contact. Notes -
For writing notes about the contact. Action From The Contact - Write the actions or steps that will
be taken according to the meeting. It takes a team effort between parent and teacher. An open
relationship with parents is a must. Great resources for teaching. Beautifully designed for teachers.
Books & journals make it convenient to write and help keep all your important information &
records all in one place. Also makes great gift ideas for that special teacher in your life for the
school year. Size is 6x9 inches, 120 pages, one contact per page, soft matte finish cover, white
paper, black ink, paperback. Simple & easy to use. Get one today!



teacher as a parent: Teacher-parent Collaboration Louise Porter, 2008 This important new
book is a practical guide for teachers who want to improve relationships with the parents of their
students. It empowers them with the skills and confidence necessary for productive collaboration
and addresses a range of issues that affect children's functioning and achievement. Teacher-Parent
Collaboration presents jargon-free and solution-based approaches to collaboration which draw on
the inherent strengths that all individuals have, no matter how bleak their personal situation.

teacher as a parent: How Can My Kid Succeed in School? What Parents and Teachers
Can Do to Conquer Learning Problems Craig Pohlman, 2009-09-28 What to look for when a child
is struggling in school and what can be done at home and at school to help them succeed This
practical resource for parents and teachers explains how to understand a child's complete learning
profile-an inventory of his or her unique strengths and weaknesses-and provides helpful strategies
that can be used at school and at home to get the child on a path to success. The book walks readers
through the process of gathering clues about the child's learning style and provides guidelines for
selecting the most appropriate learning strategies that will help spell success in school and life.
Pohlman shows how parents and teachers can collaborate to help kids become successful learners,
and also guides readers through the process of getting an educational assessment, for those
students with particularly challenging issues. Helps readers understand what's going on when a
child is struggling in school Explains what to look for at home and at school to gather clues to
understanding a child's learning profile Shows how parents and teachers can collaborate to help a
child or adolescent succeed at school Includes guidelines on obtaining educational assessments
Pohlman, from the acclaimed All Kinds of Minds Institute, has conducted or supervised thousands of
assessments of struggling learners

teacher as a parent: Parents and Teachers Carol Vincent, 1996 This work examines the
factors that shape and influence home-school relations. At its heart is an analysis of parent-teacher
relationships in an inner city borough, drawn from case studies of five primary schools and a
parents' centre. Interviews with parents are revealing windows into parents' views on a range of
issues, including curriculum, discipline and parents' relationships with their children's teachers.;
The author also considers teachers' perspectives on these matters, and explores the influence of
social class, ethnicity and gender on parent-teacher interactions. While presenting these issues
within a consideration of broader themes such as citizenship, community, power and participation,
the book discusses the reasons why initiatives designed to improve home- school relations appear to
result in such limited change.

teacher as a parent: The Parent-Teacher Partnership Scott Mandel, 2008 With the National
PTA's Standard for School-Family-Community Partnership as a framework, this guide offers advice
for resolving common points of contention between parents and teachers, such as the most
productive use of a parent-teacher conference, the best at-home environment for doing homework,
the helpfulness of parental rewards for classroom performance, and a teacher's role in supporting a
student with an at-home crisis. This solution manual draws from real-world experiences of parents,
teachers, and administrators to tackle issues of communication, parenting skills, classroom
volunteering, and mutual respect.

teacher as a parent: Every Teacher's Guide to Working With Parents Gwen L. Rudney,
2005-06-23 Educator (and parent) Gwen Rudney offers straightforward strategies and suggestions to
help teachers collaborate with parents to improve life and learning for all children.

teacher as a parent: Tips for Teachers Henry T. Conserva, Jean F. Dewees, 2003-09 Girl in a
Pink Skirt is a memoir of World War II days. It is not about important people in high places, bloody
battlefields or famous military campaigns. Rather, it is a lightly told story of the times and of the
ordinary people, both men and women, both civilian and military who served behind the men, behind
the guns that won the war. Little known details of life on the home front, as well as in the military
service, are exquisitely told, including the hilarious adventures of a young woman in the fledgling
Women's Army Corps. The thread of a love story runs throughout the book giving it the feel of a
novel rather than that of a true-life experience. The pages ring with charm and simplicity and with



the author's own special brand of self-effacing humor. Girl in a Pink Skirt is bound to be among the
last of the firsthand accounts of one of the most momentous eras in all of human history.

teacher as a parent: Parent and Teacher Views on Education Neil Guppy, Society for the
Advancement of Excellence in Education, 2005

teacher as a parent: The "Why" Behind Classroom Behaviors, PreK-5 Jamie Chaves, Ashley
Taylor, 2020-09-04 Reframing behaviors for competence, confidence, and successful outcomes With
dysregulation and neurodevelopmental diagnoses on the rise, classrooms are more diverse than
ever. Despite efforts to support each student’s needs and sensitivities, educators are often left
frustrated and unsupported when strategies for managing all kinds of behaviors, from anxiety to
acting out, prove ineffective, short-lived, or even detrimental to the students’ and teachers’
happiness and progress. Through a reflective lens, this book equips teachers and support staff to
help all students thrive by identifying and fostering each teacher’s and child’s individual differences
and unique strengths. Written in an accessible, conversational style, this book will help educators: -
Build confidence in identifying and addressing behaviors in order to support student growth and
brain development - Learn about an interdisciplinary approach that combines education,
occupational therapy, and psychology to better understand and navigate brain-based regulation,
relationships, and behaviors in the classroom - Use relevant research, illustrations, and strategies
for reflective and experiential moments - Discover strategies to facilitate co-regulation, establish
positive classroom relationships, address sensory needs, communicate with parents, and practice
self-care This reflective, insightful book provides workable strategies to help all students, as well as
those who care for them, feel more competent, confident, and successful.

teacher as a parent: Parent's Quick Start Guide to Autism Noelle Balsamo, James W.
Forgan, 2022-06-28 Parent’s Quick Start Guide to Autism provides parents and caregivers with an
immediate overview of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and steps they can take to support and
encourage their child. Each chapter is packed with detailed and helpful information, covering what
to do at home and at school, how to avoid common mistakes, and how (and when) to seek
professional help. Summary and resource sections at the end of each chapter give quick guidance to
busy readers. Topics include occupational therapy, applied behavior analysis (ABA), cognitive
behavioral therapy (CBT), interventions, and more. Offering straightforward, easy to understand,
and evidence-based information, this book is a go-to resource for caregivers parenting a child with
autism.

teacher as a parent: Teacher Communication Ken W. White, 2016-06-08 For pre- and
in-service teachers, Teacher Communication is a one-of-a-kind resource for teacher education
courses and workshops that want teachers to develop effective relational, organization and
classroom communication skills. Its author focuses on the interpersonal, dialogical and relational
aspects of teaching and learning, offering useful attitudes and strategies to enrich instructional
skills. Readers learn how to keep a classroom interpersonal, how to communicate effectively with
students, parents and colleagues, how to facilitate groups and discussions, how to address conflict
and how to make effective oral presentations. Teacher Communication is a practical handbook for
beginning and seasoned teachers who want to understand the increasingly significant role of
communication in modern education.

teacher as a parent: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress, 2013

teacher as a parent: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress. Cataloging
Policy and Support Office, 2009

teacher as a parent: Engineering Psychology and Cognitive Ergonomics Don Harris,
2011-06-24 This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 9th International Conference on
Engineering Psychology and Cognitive Ergonomics, EPCE 2011, held in Orlando, FL, USA, in July
2011, within the framework of the 14th International Conference on Human-Computer Interaction,
HCII 2011, together with 11 other thematically similar conferences. The 67 full papers presented
were carefully reviewed and selected from numerous submissions. The papers are organized in
topical parts on cognitive and psychological aspects of interaction; cognitive aspects of driving;



cognition and the Web; cognition and automation; security and safety; and aerospace and military
applications.

teacher as a parent: Ethics and Integrity in Teacher Education Sarah Elaine Eaton, Zeenath
Reza Khan, 2023-01-01 This book addresses issues related to ethics and integrity in teacher training.
Authors pay special attention to the role ethics plays in teaching practice and the importance of
establishing expectations for students to learn with integrity from a young age. The book celebrates
global perspectives on ethics and integrity for pre-service teachers, acknowledging that although
some aspects of ethics are universal, the ways in which these are implemented can vary.
Contributors present original research, case studies, and recommendations for practice and
teaching. The book draws on a range of theoretical and conceptual foundations including applied
ethics, academic integrity, and moral education.

teacher as a parent: The Student Teacher's Handbook Carol R. Schwebel, David C. Schwebel,
Bernice L. Schwebel, Susan L. Schwebel, 2001-08-01 The Student Teacher's Handbook, Fourth
Edition is a practical, user-friendly text that employs scientific research, sound advice, and student
journal entries to encourage, sustain, and challenge the readers to function at their best during the
crucial days of student teaching. Their needs--both professional and personal--during this stressful
period guide the book's content. Student teachers' relationships--with students, cooperating
teachers, and supervisors--are seen as being at the core of their teaching assignment. The authors
draw on research in education and psychology that has practical application in the classroom and
that helps student teachers cope with some of the tough problems connected with classroom
management, including maintaining order and motivating students to learn. The book features:
*practical, step-by-step assistance in helping student teachers make the most of their experience;
*inclusion of the voices of many real student teachers who describe their difficulties and
frustration--and how they overcome them; *in-depth discussion of the ways in which student
teachers can make best use of cooperating teachers and university supervisors; *advice on making a
smooth and successful transition from student teacher to teacher; and *attention to cutting-edge
issues, such as multicultural education, effective use of technology, psychologically-appropriate
methods of discipline, parent involvement in children's education, relevant education law, and other
issues that challenge teachers at all levels. New in the fourth edition: *This popular text has been
thoroughly updated and reorganized to eliminate repetition and make for a tighter narrative.
*Increased attention has been given to the uses of technology in the classroom and to the pressures
of school- or state-wide testing. *This edition includes additional journal entries from student
teachers working at the middle and high school level, an expanded critical issues section, a refined
description of problem-solving methods, and an updated discussion of multicultural education issues.
This is an ideal text for the student teaching seminar at all levels of primary and secondary
education, as well as a valuable resource for professors supervising student teachers and
cooperating classroom teachers.
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