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teacher description for resume is a crucial element in crafting an effective resume that stands out to hiring
managers and school administrators. A well-written teacher description highlights relevant skills,
experience, and accomplishments, demonstrating the candidate’s ability to foster student learning and
contribute positively to the educational environment. This article explores how to write an impactful
teacher description for resume, including key components, examples, and tips for optimization.
Additionally, it discusses the importance of tailoring the description to specific teaching roles and
incorporating keywords to pass applicant tracking systems (ATS). Understanding these aspects can
significantly enhance the chances of securing an interview in the competitive education job market.
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Understanding the Importance of a Teacher Description for
Resume
The teacher description for resume serves as a summary of qualifications, experience, and teaching
philosophy. It is the first impression recruiters get about an applicant’s professional capabilities and
suitability for the role. A compelling description can distinguish a candidate from numerous others by
clearly outlining how their expertise aligns with the school’s needs. This section provides insight into why
a well-crafted teacher description is essential in the job application process.

Role in Resume Screening and Selection
Recruiters often spend only a few seconds scanning resumes, making the teacher description a critical
section for capturing attention quickly. It highlights core competencies such as curriculum development,
classroom management, and student engagement strategies. By presenting these effectively, the description



improves the likelihood of progressing to the interview stage.

Reflection of Teaching Style and Strengths
Besides qualifications and experience, the teacher description communicates the applicant’s teaching style
and educational values. This helps schools determine if the candidate’s approach aligns with their
institutional culture and educational goals, which is increasingly important in modern hiring processes.

Key Components of an Effective Teacher Description
A strong teacher description for resume incorporates several critical elements that collectively portray a
well-rounded and competent educator. Understanding these components ensures the description is
comprehensive and impactful.

Professional Summary
The professional summary offers a concise overview of the candidate’s teaching career, highlighting years
of experience, subject specialties, and educational background. It sets the tone for the rest of the resume and
establishes credibility.

Core Skills and Competencies
Listing relevant skills such as lesson planning, classroom technology integration, differentiated instruction,
and student assessment techniques demonstrates the teacher’s practical capabilities. These skills should be
tailored to the job description.

Achievements and Accomplishments
Including measurable achievements, such as improved student test scores or successful implementation of
new curriculum programs, adds value to the description. It provides concrete evidence of the teacher’s
effectiveness and commitment.

Soft Skills and Personal Attributes
Attributes like patience, communication, adaptability, and teamwork are essential in teaching roles.
Highlighting these qualities gives insight into the candidate’s interpersonal strengths and compatibility
with school communities.



Educational Qualifications and Certifications
Details about degrees, teaching licenses, and ongoing professional development demonstrate the candidate’s
commitment to maintaining high standards and staying current with educational best practices.

Examples of Strong Teacher Descriptions for Resume
Examples illustrate how to combine the key components into cohesive, engaging descriptions that
effectively showcase a teacher’s qualifications and experience.

Elementary School Teacher Description
Experienced elementary school teacher with over 7 years of expertise in creating engaging lesson plans
that promote student literacy and numeracy. Skilled in differentiated instruction and classroom
management, fostering a positive and inclusive learning environment. Proven ability to collaborate with
parents and staff to support student growth, backed by a Master’s degree in Elementary Education and state
teaching certification.

High School Science Teacher Description
Dedicated high school science teacher with 5 years of experience specializing in biology and chemistry
instruction. Adept at integrating technology and hands-on experiments to enhance student understanding
and interest in STEM subjects. Recognized for improving student performance by 15% through innovative
curriculum design and personalized learning strategies.

Special Education Teacher Description
Compassionate special education teacher with a focus on individualized education plans (IEPs) and
behavioral interventions. Experienced in collaborating with multidisciplinary teams to support students
with diverse learning needs. Holds a certification in special education and a track record of fostering student
independence and academic achievement.

Tailoring Teacher Descriptions to Different Educational Roles
Customizing the teacher description for resume to fit various teaching positions and grade levels increases
relevance and appeal to specific job postings. Different educational roles may require emphasis on distinct
skills and experiences.



Preschool and Early Childhood Educators
Descriptions for early childhood educators should emphasize foundational skills in child development,
creativity, and nurturing environments. Highlighting experience with play-based learning and parent
communication is beneficial.

Secondary and Subject-Specific Teachers
For secondary educators, subject matter expertise, classroom technology use, and preparation of students for
standardized testing or college readiness are key focus areas. Including examples of curriculum
development and student engagement techniques strengthens the description.

Administrative and Leadership Teaching Positions
Teachers pursuing leadership roles such as department heads or instructional coordinators should emphasize
management skills, team collaboration, and contributions to school-wide initiatives. Leadership
achievements and professional development activities are important to include.

Optimizing Teacher Descriptions for Applicant Tracking Systems
(ATS)
Many schools use ATS software to filter resumes before human review, making optimization essential.
Incorporating relevant keywords and formatting descriptions appropriately improves the chances of passing
ATS filters.

Keyword Research and Integration
Analyzing job postings to identify common keywords related to teaching skills, certifications, and
responsibilities helps tailor the teacher description. Keywords should be naturally integrated within the
text to maintain readability.

Clear and Consistent Formatting
Using standard fonts, bullet points for skills, and avoiding images or complex layouts ensures ATS can parse
the resume content correctly. Consistency in headings and terminology also supports better ATS
performance.



Use of Action Verbs and Quantifiable Metrics
Starting bullet points with strong action verbs like “developed,” “implemented,” or “led” combined with
measurable results enhances both ATS ranking and recruiter engagement.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Teacher Descriptions
Avoiding typical errors ensures the teacher description for resume remains professional and compelling,
reducing the risk of rejection due to poor presentation or irrelevant content.

Using vague or generic statements without specific examples

Overloading descriptions with jargon or acronyms unfamiliar to recruiters

Failing to tailor descriptions to the job posting or educational level

Neglecting to highlight measurable achievements and results

Including personal information or unrelated hobbies

Ignoring grammar, spelling, and formatting consistency

Frequently Asked Questions

What should be included in a teacher description for a resume?
A teacher description for a resume should include key responsibilities, teaching skills, subject expertise,
achievements, classroom management techniques, and any relevant certifications or training.

How can I make my teacher resume description stand out?
To make your teacher resume description stand out, use action verbs, quantify accomplishments (e.g.,
improved student test scores by 20%), highlight specialized skills, and tailor the description to the job you
are applying for.



Should I include soft skills in my teacher description on a resume?
Yes, including soft skills such as communication, patience, adaptability, and teamwork is important as they
are essential for effective teaching and classroom management.

How long should the teacher description be on a resume?
The teacher description should be concise, typically 3-5 bullet points or 2-4 sentences, focusing on the most
relevant responsibilities and achievements for the position.

Can I use a summary statement instead of a detailed teacher description?
Yes, a summary statement at the top of your resume can provide an overview of your teaching
experience, skills, and goals, complementing the detailed descriptions in the experience section.

What keywords should I use in a teacher description for applicant
tracking systems (ATS)?
Use keywords related to the teaching position such as 'curriculum development,' 'lesson planning,' 'student
assessment,' 'classroom management,' 'differentiated instruction,' and specific subject names.

How do I describe teaching experience if I am a new teacher?
If you are a new teacher, focus on your student teaching experience, internships, relevant coursework,
classroom projects, and any volunteer work that demonstrates your teaching skills and commitment.

Should I mention technology skills in my teacher resume description?
Yes, mentioning technology skills such as proficiency with educational software, virtual teaching platforms,
and digital tools can make your resume more attractive, especially for modern classrooms.

How do I tailor my teacher description for different grade levels or
subjects?
Tailor your teacher description by emphasizing relevant experience and skills for the specific grade level
or subject, highlighting specialized knowledge, age-appropriate teaching methods, and any certifications
related to that area.

Additional Resources
1. Effective Teacher Resumes: Crafting Your Professional Story



This book offers practical guidance on how to present your teaching experience and skills effectively in a
resume. It provides examples of strong teacher descriptions tailored for various education levels. Readers
will learn how to highlight achievements, classroom management strategies, and educational philosophies
to capture the attention of hiring committees.

2. Resume Writing for Educators: Showcasing Your Teaching Excellence
Focused specifically on educators, this book walks you through the process of creating a compelling resume
that communicates your strengths as a teacher. It includes tips on selecting action verbs, quantifying
accomplishments, and tailoring descriptions for different teaching roles. The book also addresses common
pitfalls and how to avoid them.

3. The Teacher’s Resume Handbook: Descriptions That Get You Hired
This handbook provides step-by-step instructions on writing effective teacher descriptions for resumes and
cover letters. It emphasizes the importance of clarity, relevance, and impact in every sentence. Readers can
find numerous sample descriptions and templates suitable for various teaching positions.

4. Highlighting Your Teaching Skills: Resume and Cover Letter Strategies
Designed for both new and experienced teachers, this book explores how to articulate your teaching skills
and experience in a resume format. It covers key areas such as curriculum development, student
engagement, and assessment techniques. Strategies for aligning your resume descriptions with job postings
are also included.

5. Teacher Resume Builder: Crafting Descriptions That Stand Out
This resource focuses on building powerful resume descriptions that emphasize your unique teaching
qualities. It provides guidance on using metrics and stories to demonstrate your impact in the classroom.
The book also suggests ways to update and improve descriptions as your career progresses.

6. Writing Winning Teacher Resumes: Descriptions and Formats
A comprehensive guide to writing resumes that make a strong impression on school administrators. It
covers the essentials of resume structure and the art of writing concise, compelling descriptions of your
teaching roles. Sample resumes and phrases tailored for different educational settings are featured.

7. Teacher Resume Success: Descriptions That Highlight Your Impact
This book helps educators translate their classroom experiences into resume descriptions that showcase
measurable success. It provides examples of how to describe student achievement, collaborative projects, and
professional development. The focus is on demonstrating value to prospective employers through effective
language.

8. Standout Teacher Resumes: Crafting Descriptions That Capture Attention
Learn how to make your teacher resume stand out by writing descriptions that are both clear and
engaging. This book offers advice on balancing technical skills with personal teaching philosophy. It
includes tips on tailoring descriptions for specific teaching specialties and grade levels.



9. Mastering Teacher Resume Descriptions: A Practical Guide
This practical guide walks teachers through the process of developing powerful resume descriptions that
reflect their expertise and accomplishments. It highlights the importance of using strong action verbs and
results-oriented language. The book also provides exercises to help refine your teaching descriptions for
maximum impact.
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  teacher description for resume: Resumes For Dummies Laura DeCarlo, 2019-03-19 Polish
up that old resume—and land your dream job We've all been there: it's time to apply for a job or
internship and you have to create or revise your resume. Many questions pop in your head. What do
employers want? What skills should I highlight? How do I format this? How do I get noticed? But
resume writing doesn't have to be a daunting task. The latest edition of Resumes For Dummies
answers all of these questions and more—whether you're a resume rookie, looking for new tips, or
want to create that eye-catching winning resume. In this trusted guide, Laura DeCarlo decodes the
modern culture of resume writing and offers you insider tips on all the best practices that’ll make
your skills shine and your resume pop. Let's start writing! Write effective resumes that will stand out
in a crowd Understand Applicant Tracking Systems and how to adapt your resume Keep your
resume up with the current culture Position a layoff or other career change and challenge with a
positive spin Leverage tips and tricks that give your resume visual power In order to put your best
foot forward and stand out in a pile of papers, it’s important to have an excellent and effective
resume—and now you can.
  teacher description for resume: How to Write a Resume and Get a Job Luis Cortes,
2007-05-14 How To Write A Résumé And Get A Job Finding a job can be nerve-racking. It's hard to
know even where to begin: Where are jobs listed? What skills do you need? How can you make your
résumé stand out? A job hunt involves many unspoken rules that can't be broken, and it's easy to
unknowingly hurt your chances. In How to Write a Résumé and Get a Job, the Reverend Luis Cortés
Jr. supplies you with the necessary information for securing a promising job. He will lead you
through every step, from searching and applying to negotiating for a better salary, asking for
benefits, and enjoying your success. A job isn't everything, but it is your key to a better future.
Following Cortés's guidance ensures that your search will be a successful one.
  teacher description for resume: Teachers to Trainers Lisa Spinelli, 2020-10-27 Teachers
Make Great Trainers Schoolteachers are leaving their profession at a higher rate than ever
before—and for myriad reasons. Passion for teaching is generally not one of them. If you are a
schoolteacher thinking about making a career change, knowing that your passion and purpose for
education will transfer with you to your new career may be the assurance you need to make the
shift. Knowing that you can be effective and create a spark for learning as well as still have the
flexibility, compensation, and development you crave in a career could be the motivation to step into
a new role. Teachers to Trainers: Apply Your Passion and Skills to a New Career introduces you to
career opportunities in the growing industry of talent development, where all those aspirations are
possible. This first-ever volume offers you a view of a different education system: the world of talent
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development. In each chapter, former teachers recount the stories of how they made the career
switch, describe their current roles, and share resources and tips for success. You will discover why
these former teachers decided to seek a change and gain valuable insights into how they
transitioned into talent development roles, including what they wished they had known when making
the switch and the obstacles they overcame. You will also learn about the rewards they achieved in
their transitions and, most importantly, see that their passion for teaching remains. The book
includes a full range of resources to guide you—skills assessments, worksheets, descriptions of
certifications and certificate programs, and print and online reading recommendations. You’ll also
find tips about: transferable skills job market research resume creation what you need to go
forward.
  teacher description for resume: No-Nonsense Resumes Arnold G. Boldt, Wendy Enelow,
2025-09-12 For the first time ever, here's a resume book that clears away the clutter and gets down
to the brass tacks of what it takes to write and design a resume that will get you interviews and job
offers. Authors and professional resume writers Wendy Enelow and Arnold Boldt share their
insights, knowledge, and more than 35 years of combined experience to help you prepare a resume
that will get you noticed, not passed over.No-Nonsense Resumes begins with a thorough but
easy-to-understand explanation of the key elements that are vital to creating an attention-grabbing
resume, including how to:•— Strategically position your resume•— Showcase your skills and
achievements•— Format and design a professional-looking resume•— Select and integrate key
words•— Prepare and distribute your electronic resumeSubsequent chapters offer specific tips on
creating winning resumes for job opportunities in virtually every profession: Administration &
Clerical; Accounting, Banking & Finance; Government; Health Care & Social Services; Hospitality
Management & Food Service; Human Resources & Training; Law Enforcement & Legal;
Manufacturing & Operations; Sales, Marketing & Customer Service; Skilled Trades; and Technology,
Science & Engineering. Included in each chapter are sample resumes contributed by leading resume
writers and career consultants worldwide.
  teacher description for resume: The Teacher's Big Book of Graphic Organizers Katherine S.
McKnight, 2010-06-08 Tap into the power of graphic organizers for classroom success Veteran
educator and NCTE trainer Katherine McKnight shows how students can use graphic organizers as
an important tool to organize new information. Providing a visual representation that uses symbols
to express ideas, concepts, and convey meaning, graphic organizers help to depict relationships
between facts, terms, and ideas. The author demonstrates how graphic organizers have proven to be
a powerful teaching and learning strategy. Includes 100 graphic organizers-more than any
comparable book Included graphic organizers can be used before-, during-, and after-learning
activities across the content areas Contains easy-to-follow instructions for teachers on how to use
and adapt the book's graphic organizers Offers strategies for teachers to create their own graphic
organizers for different grade levels The author Katherine McKnight is a noted literacy educator.
  teacher description for resume: Writing Effective Resumes Jeffry Richard McCabe,
McCabe, 1993
  teacher description for resume: Preparing to Prepare Joseph A. Bailey, II, 2005 If game day
is played in the stadium and preparation is done on the practice field, then Preparing To Prepare is
what is done in the locker room to properly get ready for both. In other words, Preparing To Prepare
is like the underground foundation of a skyscraper building and the base upon which that foundation
rests. This foundation and base are required regardless of what career a child enters as well as in
having good relations with and behaviors towards other people.
  teacher description for resume: Synergist , 1979
  teacher description for resume: The Insider's Secrets to Getting Your School
Leadership Job Larry Aronstein, 2023-06-06 What separates The Insider’s Secrets to Getting Your
School Leadership Job from other books on this topic is that the author is the ultimate insider. Dr.
Laurence Aronstein knows how the hiring process works from the inside. He vividly and simply
de-mystifies the inner dynamics of the job search process in schools. As an experienced one-on-one



coach, Larry’s strategies are practical, teachable, and most importantly, they work. Larry’s clients
are more than competitive – they give interviews and get the job.
  teacher description for resume: The Conscious Teacher Deborah Nichols Poulos, 2020-01-13
The Conscious Teacher is about all kinds of strategies and techniques educators might employ to
become more effective teachers. In an accessible, conversational style, Deborah Nichols Poulos
presents unique approaches to teaching that will inspire new and veteran teachers alike. She begins
with her personal story of not being able to read all through elementary school. Her early failures
convinced her she was dumb. At first, she struggled, but when she still failed, she adopted an
avoidance strategy that served her well until junior high. An experience in the seventh grade flipped
a switch and started her on a journey to becoming an outstanding student and, later, to applying the
lessons she learned as a child to her own teaching What makes The Conscious Teacher unique are
the inspirational lessons that are unlike what most teachers get in their teacher-education courses
or student teaching. Ms. Nichols Poulos points out, for example, that from the very first day, it is
important that students learn they will be treated with dignity and respect no matter what. And
especially helpful are the steps Ms. Nichols Poulos employs to set up a behavior management plan
that works. She explains the strategic steps she takes before school starts—how essential it is to get
to know each student before they walk into class on that first day. She also illustrates how setting up
classroom routines helps students know what to expect and how to make the best use of every
minute. And she emphasizes the importance of the parent-student-teacher team and includes many
examples of how to communicate with—and involve—parents, even those who may be difficult.
Foundational to her program are reading and writing. Among other things, she lays out the steps for
students—even as early as fourth grade—to write five paragraph essays and their own
student-authored books, and to research and write reports that include bibliographies. When she
differentiated curriculum to support all students’ needs, she found their learning accelerated. All
teachers will appreciate her ideas about how to teach the basics of math, as well as advanced math
concepts. And her ideas for teaching the arts are inspirational, as she describes in detail how her
fourth graders performed Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Macbeth, King Lear, Julius Caesar, and A
Midsummer Night’s Dream. She also shows how to integrate social studies with literature and
writing. Her experiences taught her that young students are much more capable than many people
realize. The Conscious Teacher is an indispensable guide for all new teachers. Many of the ideas Ms.
Nichols Poulos provides will also be an eye-opener for parents and experienced teachers as well. The
Conscious Teacher is simply a must have for anyone truly interested in giving young children a
positive and solid foundation for their later schooling.
  teacher description for resume: Encylopedia of Job-winning Resumes Myra Fournier, Jeffrey
Spin, 2006-01-01 This is the most helpful and comprehensive resume book you can buy. It includes
more than 400 success-proven resume expamples that teach you how to personalize your resume
according to your own unique career situation. The 17 chapters contain resumes that cover all major
industries, span all job levels from entry-level to CEO, and are helpfully arranged by both job field
and title to make it easy for you to quickly locate the resumes that address your particular field or
situation. The first chapter includes expert advice on what to include on your resume and what to
omit, what to emphasize and what to tone down. It is specifically designed to keep reading to a
minimum, so you can start sending out your resume as soon as possible. The second chapter,
devoted to creating hard-hitting cover letters, includes 40 examples tht cover a wide varitey of
typical career situtations, while the third chapter include 30 includres 30 resumes that cover
difficult circumstance. There is even a chapter devoted to students to help new graduates joining the
workforce.
  teacher description for resume: Before and After Resumes with CD Tracy Burns-Martin,
2012-02-18 Book addresses various problems such as short or temporary work history, frequent job
changing, no clear career path, former small business owner, etc.
  teacher description for resume: The Guide to Basic Resume Writing Public Library
Association, VGM Career Books (Firm), 2004 All of your educational, professional and personal



accomplishments will not help you get a job if you cannot condense that information in a concise,
polished resume. And while you may think resume writing is not one of your strengths, it is the skill
that will do the most to get you to the next step - the job interview. With so much riding on the
resume, you need help from the experts. Just follow the simple steps in this book and in no time you
will produce a document that skilfully summarises your qualifications and separates you from the
rest of the pack.
  teacher description for resume: English for Business Studies Teacher's Book Ian Mackenzie,
2002-05-30 English for Business Studies is a course for upper-intermediate and advanced level
students who need to understand and discuss business and economic concepts.
  teacher description for resume: How to be a Good Teacher ,
  teacher description for resume: 10 Steps for Hiring Effective Teachers Mary C. Clement,
2015-01-08 The quick-read, step-by-step guide to hiring outstanding teachers! Whether you are new
to hiring or searching for a fresh approach, this invaluable guide helps you select the best possible
candidates. Mary Clement, a nationally-awarded expert on teacher hiring, presents proven
strategies for identifying high-performing teachers. Readers will learn Ten best practices that
address every stage of the hiring process Techniques and sample questions for Behavior-Based
Interviewing Interview questions to avoid How to involve teacher peers in interviewing and
mentoring new hires Identify and hire high-performing teachers, and see your students’ academic
potential flourish! Mary has intimate knowledge of the realities of the hiring process in schools and
her suggestions for improvement are rooted in these facts. The need for the book is long overdue.
—Tim Neubert, Board President, Illinois Association for Employment in Education Human Resources
Administrator, Veteran School District Starting with the opening pages Mary Clement provides the
reader with succinct, research-based targeted information on good hiring policy and practice. Her
emphasis on behavior-based interviewing and involvement of other school stakeholders is well taken.
—Lloyd Goldsmith, Professor and Program Director Department of Graduate Studies in Education,
Abilene Christian University They say hiring a teacher is a multi-million dollar decision. When a
multi-million dollar decision is being made you want the best process for obtaining the best teachers
that you can. 10 Steps for Hiring Effective Teachers will put you on that path. —L. Robert Furman,
Elementary Principal South Park School District
  teacher description for resume: Teacher Evaluation Kenneth D. Peterson, 1995-08-03 In
many schools and districts, teacher evaluation is poorly conducted, or even disparaged or ignored
altogether. This handbook advocates a new approach to teacher evaluation--a cooperative effort
undertaken by a group of professionals. Evaluation can reassure teachers that they are doing good
and valued jobs, give security and status to well-functioning teachers, spread innovative educational
ideas, and demonstrate to the public that teachers are contributing successfully to society. Part 1
describes the need for changed teacher evaluation. Part 2 describes how to use multiple data
sources, including student and parent reports, peer review of materials, student achievement,
teacher tests, documentation of professional activity, systematic observation, and administrator
reports. The third part describes tools for improved teacher evaluation--authentic assessment; the
use of microcomputers; and new school-district organizations, judging teacher dossiers, and new
district payoff structures. The evaluation of other groups--new teachers, administrators, support
personnel, and teacher groups--is outlined in part 4. School-district responsibilities and activities are
detailed in part 5. Twenty-nine tables, 4 figures, and 12 sample forms are included. A subject and
author index and list of legal cases cited are also included. (Contains 271 references.) (LMI)
  teacher description for resume: Handbook for the Beginning Music Teacher Colleen
Marie Conway, Thomas M. Hodgman, 2006 This practical and essential resource guides preservice
and beginning music teachers through the most difficult years of music teaching. Part One assists
undergraduate music education students in navigating early observations; Part Two offers advice for
music student teachers; and Part Three is an invaluable reference for the beginning music teacher.
Nineteen real-life stories are interspersed throughout Handbook for the Beginning Music Teacher,
and most include questions for discussion developed by the story authors. -- Publisher



  teacher description for resume: Effective Teacher Hiring Kenneth D. Peterson, 2002 To get
the very best teachers for your school or district, you have to hire the best. Unfortunately, most
educators have had very little--if any--training in how to screen potential employees and ensure that
only the best available candidates are ultimately chosen. Here's a guide with all of the steps and
strategies you need, including *Six principles of good teacher hiring. *Basics of creating a selection
committee and ensuring a broad diversity of candidates. *Stages of the screening process. *Sample
recruitment flyers, contracts, and interview questions. *Legal issues related to hiring. An innovative
teacher selection framework provides for checks and balances at every turn and guarantees
students and parents a voice in the process. The framework is flexible enough to use in school
systems large or small.
  teacher description for resume: The Real Secret to Finding a Job? Make Me Money or
Save Me Money! ,
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