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swiss national science foundation snsf is the leading Swiss organization dedicated to promoting
scientific research across various disciplines. Established to support excellence in research, the
Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) plays a crucial role in funding projects, fostering
innovation, and advancing knowledge both within Switzerland and internationally. The SNSF is
known for its rigorous evaluation processes, diverse funding schemes, and commitment to
supporting researchers at different career stages. This article provides a comprehensive overview of
the Swiss National Science Foundation SNSF, exploring its history, funding opportunities,
organizational structure, and impact on Swiss and global research landscapes. Additionally, insights
into application procedures and strategic priorities will be discussed to provide a thorough
understanding of this pivotal institution. The following sections outline the key aspects of the SNSF.
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Overview of the Swiss National Science Foundation
SNSF
The Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) is Switzerland’s primary funding agency for
scientific research. Founded in 1952, the SNSF aims to promote high-quality research in all
scientific disciplines, ranging from natural sciences and engineering to social sciences and
humanities. It provides financial support to individual researchers and research teams, enabling
them to carry out projects that contribute to the advancement of knowledge and innovation.

The SNSF operates with the mandate to strengthen Switzerland's position as a leading research hub
by fostering scientific excellence and international collaboration. It plays a pivotal role in shaping
the Swiss research ecosystem by allocating public funds based on merit and scientific relevance.

Historical Background
The Swiss National Science Foundation was established following the recognition of the need for a
dedicated organization to support scientific research in Switzerland. Over the decades, the SNSF
has evolved to accommodate the changing landscape of science and technology, expanding its
funding programs and adapting to international research standards.



Mission and Objectives
The SNSF’s mission is to promote scientific research of the highest quality and foster innovation. Its
objectives include supporting researchers throughout their careers, encouraging interdisciplinary
work, and facilitating cooperation between Swiss and international research institutions.

Funding Programs and Opportunities
The Swiss National Science Foundation SNSF offers a broad range of funding schemes designed to
support research projects at various stages and across disciplines. These programs are tailored to
meet the diverse needs of researchers, from early-career scientists to established experts.

Project Funding
One of the core funding instruments of the SNSF is project funding, which supports individual
research projects proposed by scientists. This scheme allows researchers to pursue innovative ideas
with financial backing for personnel, equipment, and other research-related costs.

Career Development Grants
The SNSF provides specific grants aimed at fostering career progression in academia. These
include:

Ambizione Grants for postdoctoral researchers looking to establish independent research
groups

PRIMA Grants for female scientists returning to research after a career break

Professor Grants to support tenure-track and established professors in their research
endeavors

National and International Cooperation
To promote collaboration, the SNSF supports joint research initiatives both within Switzerland and
internationally. Programs such as Sinergia encourage interdisciplinary projects involving multiple
research groups, while bilateral and multilateral agreements facilitate cooperation with foreign
funding agencies.

Organizational Structure and Governance
The Swiss National Science Foundation SNSF operates under a well-defined organizational structure
that ensures transparency, accountability, and effective decision-making in the allocation of research



funds.

Governing Bodies
The SNSF is overseen by a Foundation Council responsible for strategic decisions and overall
supervision. The Foundation Council appoints an Executive Committee that manages day-to-day
operations and policy implementation.

Scientific Committees
Scientific committees composed of experts from different research fields evaluate funding proposals
and provide recommendations. These committees are essential for maintaining the high scientific
standards upheld by the SNSF.

Administration
The administrative office supports the Foundation Council and scientific committees by managing
applications, organizing peer reviews, and ensuring compliance with funding regulations.

Application and Evaluation Process
Applying for funding from the Swiss National Science Foundation SNSF involves a meticulous and
competitive process designed to identify projects with the greatest scientific merit and potential
impact.

Submission of Proposals
Researchers must submit detailed proposals outlining their research objectives, methodology,
expected outcomes, and budget requirements. The SNSF provides guidelines to help applicants
prepare comprehensive and clear submissions.

Peer Review and Assessment
After submission, proposals undergo a rigorous peer review process involving independent experts
who assess the scientific quality, feasibility, and relevance of the projects. The evaluation criteria
emphasize originality, methodological rigor, and the potential contribution to the field.

Decision-Making and Funding Allocation
Based on the peer review reports, scientific committees make funding recommendations. The final
decisions are made by the Foundation Council or Executive Committee, ensuring that funds are
awarded to proposals demonstrating excellence and strategic alignment.



Impact and Contributions to Research
The Swiss National Science Foundation SNSF has significantly contributed to advancing research
and innovation in Switzerland and beyond. Its support has enabled groundbreaking discoveries and
fostered a vibrant scientific community.

Advancement of Scientific Knowledge
SNSF funding has facilitated numerous high-impact research projects, resulting in publications,
patents, and technological advancements. The Foundation’s emphasis on quality and innovation has
elevated the global reputation of Swiss science.

Support for Researchers’ Careers
The SNSF’s career development programs have helped nurture scientific talent, supporting young
researchers and promoting diversity in academia. This investment in human capital strengthens the
research workforce and encourages long-term scientific excellence.

Promotion of International Collaboration
Through its cooperative programs, the SNSF has fostered international partnerships that enhance
knowledge exchange and enable Swiss researchers to participate in global research networks.

Strategic Priorities and Future Directions
The Swiss National Science Foundation SNSF continuously adapts its strategies to address
emerging scientific challenges and opportunities. It aims to remain at the forefront of research
funding by aligning its priorities with national and global needs.

Focus on Interdisciplinary Research
The SNSF increasingly emphasizes interdisciplinary projects that integrate different scientific
disciplines to tackle complex societal problems such as climate change, health, and digitalization.

Encouraging Open Science and Innovation
Promoting open access to research data and publications is a key priority for the SNSF. Supporting
innovation through collaborations with industry and technology transfer initiatives is also central to
its strategic vision.



Strengthening Research Infrastructure
The SNSF invests in cutting-edge research infrastructure and facilities to provide scientists with the
tools necessary to conduct world-class research.

Enhancing Diversity and Inclusion
Commitment to fostering diversity and equal opportunities within the scientific community is a
fundamental goal, reflected in specific funding schemes and policy measures.

Comprehensive funding across disciplines and career stages1.

Rigorous peer review ensuring scientific excellence2.

Strong governance and transparent evaluation procedures3.

Support for national and international collaboration4.

Strategic adaptation to emerging scientific and societal challenges5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF)?
The Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) is Switzerland's leading agency for funding scientific
research, supporting researchers across all disciplines to promote high-quality research and
innovation.

How can researchers apply for funding from the SNSF?
Researchers can apply for SNSF funding by submitting project proposals through the SNSF's online
submission system, following specific calls and guidelines published on their official website.

What types of research does the SNSF support?
The SNSF supports a wide range of research fields including natural sciences, engineering, social
sciences, and humanities, fostering both basic and applied research projects.

What are the main funding schemes offered by the SNSF?
The SNSF offers various funding schemes such as Project Funding, Career Funding (including Early
Postdoc and Ambizione grants), Sinergia, and National Centres of Competence in Research (NCCR).



How does the SNSF promote international collaboration in
research?
The SNSF encourages international collaboration by participating in joint calls with foreign funding
agencies and supporting researchers to engage in cross-border scientific partnerships.

What is the role of the SNSF in supporting early-career
researchers?
The SNSF provides dedicated grants and career development programs aimed at early-career
researchers to help them establish independent research groups and advance their scientific
careers.

How is the SNSF funded and governed?
The SNSF is primarily funded by the Swiss government and is governed by a Foundation Council
and an Executive Committee that oversee its strategic direction and operations.

Can international researchers apply for SNSF funding?
International researchers can collaborate on SNSF-funded projects but principal investigators
typically need to be based at Swiss research institutions to apply for SNSF funding.

Where can I find the latest news and calls for proposals from
the SNSF?
The latest news, funding calls, and guidelines can be found on the official SNSF website at
www.snf.ch, which provides comprehensive and up-to-date information for applicants.

Additional Resources
1. Funding Frontiers: The Swiss National Science Foundation and Its Impact on Research
This book explores the history and evolution of the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF),
highlighting its role in advancing scientific research in Switzerland. It covers the foundation’s
funding strategies, key programs, and the impact of its grants on various disciplines. The text also
delves into case studies of groundbreaking projects supported by the SNSF.

2. Innovating Switzerland: Research Excellence Through the SNSF
Focused on how the SNSF fosters innovation, this title examines the foundation’s initiatives to
promote cutting-edge research and technology development. It discusses the SNSF’s collaboration
with universities and industries, emphasizing how these partnerships drive Switzerland’s position as
a leader in science and innovation. The book also offers insight into future directions for research
funding.

3. The Swiss National Science Foundation: Governance and Policy
This book provides an in-depth analysis of the governance structure and policy framework of the
SNSF. It explains how decisions are made regarding funding allocation, ethical considerations, and



strategic priorities. Readers gain an understanding of the challenges and opportunities faced by the
SNSF in maintaining transparency and efficiency.

4. From Ideas to Impact: Success Stories of SNSF-funded Research
Highlighting inspiring examples, this book showcases a variety of research projects that have
received SNSF funding and achieved significant scientific or societal impact. Each chapter details
the research objectives, methodologies, and outcomes, illustrating the foundation’s role in turning
innovative ideas into real-world solutions. It is a testament to the SNSF’s commitment to excellence.

5. Supporting Early Career Researchers: The SNSF’s Role in Talent Development
This text focuses on the SNSF’s programs aimed at nurturing young scientists and scholars at the
beginning of their careers. It describes scholarships, fellowships, and mentorship opportunities
designed to help emerging researchers establish themselves in competitive academic environments.
The book also discusses the broader implications of supporting early career talent for Switzerland’s
research landscape.

6. Interdisciplinary Research and the Swiss National Science Foundation
Exploring the SNSF’s encouragement of interdisciplinary research, this book highlights how the
foundation supports projects that cross traditional academic boundaries. It presents examples of
successful interdisciplinary collaborations and discusses the benefits and challenges of integrating
diverse scientific perspectives. The book advocates for continued support of such approaches to
address complex global issues.

7. International Collaboration and the SNSF: Bridging Swiss Science with the World
This title examines the SNSF’s role in facilitating international research partnerships and exchange
programs. It outlines the mechanisms through which Swiss researchers connect with global peers,
enhancing knowledge transfer and joint innovation. The book also considers the impact of
globalization on research funding policies and priorities.

8. Evaluating Excellence: Assessment and Review Processes at the SNSF
Focusing on the evaluation frameworks used by the SNSF, this book explains how proposals are
reviewed and funded based on merit and potential impact. It discusses peer review methodologies,
criteria for excellence, and the challenges in maintaining fairness and objectivity. The text offers
insights into continuous improvements in research assessment practices.

9. Science and Society: The Social Dimensions of SNSF-funded Research
This book explores how SNSF-funded research addresses societal challenges and contributes to
public knowledge and well-being. It covers topics such as science communication, ethical
considerations, and the role of research in informing policy-making. The book highlights the
foundation’s commitment to ensuring that scientific advancements benefit broader society.
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  swiss national science foundation snsf: The Grants Register 2025 Palgrave Macmillan,
2024-08-23 The Grants Register 2025 is the most authoritative and comprehensive guide available of
postgraduate and professional funding worldwide. It contains international coverage of grants in
almost 60 countries, both English and non-English speaking; information on subject areas, level of
study, eligibility and value of awards; and information on over 5,100 awards provided by over 1,300
awarding bodies. Awarding bodies are arranged alphabetically with a full list of awards to allow for
comprehensive reading. The Register contains full contact details including telephone, fax, email
and websites as well as details of application procedures and closing dates. It is updated annually to
ensure accurate information.
  swiss national science foundation snsf: Quantitative Wood Anatomy to Explore Tree
Responses to Global Change Fabio Gennaretti, Ignacio García-González, Marco Carrer, Sergio Rossi,
Georg von Arx, 2022-10-20
  swiss national science foundation snsf: Biological Invasions and Global Insect Decline
Jonatan Rodríguez, Petr Pysek, Ana Novoa, 2023-09-13 Biological Invasions and Global Insect
Decline offers the most updated knowledge on how invasive alien species affect insect diversity
worldwide. The book provides ongoing research and the most relevant information, covering the
main aspects of the impact of biological invasions as well as future insights on mitigation and
consequences. It discusses how the introduction of all kinds of organisms, from bacteria and plants
to vertebrates, affect current declines in insect diversity. The latter portion of the book delves into
existent and future monitoring and management programs, including citizen science and
regenerative ecology as socio-ecological solutions to combat these threats. Written and edited by
international experts on invasion ecology and insect conservation, this book explores the role of
global change and the introduction of invasive species in altering the structure of habitats and how
this induces a global insect decline. This will be a valuable resource for entomologists, invasion
biologists and other researchers in biodiversity conservation, as well as practitioners and
stakeholders concerned about problematic invasive alien species and insect population decline. -
Offers a concise vision of one of the main causes of insect extinctions in the Anthropocene -
Discusses community ecology, insect conservation, species interactions, restoration ecology - Led by
a team of editors whose expertise includes invasive alien species, invasion ecology, insect species
diversity, and species conservation
  swiss national science foundation snsf: Pioneers, Leaders and Followers in Multilevel
and Polycentric Climate Governance Rüdiger Wurzel, Duncan Liefferink, Diarmuid Torney,
2020-06-09 Pioneers, Leaders and Followers in Multilevel and Polycentric Climate Governance
focuses on pioneers, leaders and followers as central drivers for international climate change
governance innovations. A burgeoning literature has identified pioneers and leaders as central
drivers for international climate change governance innovations. A wide range of actors (such as
international organisations, the European Union, NGOs, corporations and cities) have been
identified as potential and actual climate pioneers and/or leaders. Despite this, much of the
academic debate is still largely focused on states. To address this research gap, this volume focuses
primarily on non-state actors in different multilevel and polycentric governance structures. The
chapters offer a critical analysis of the different types of actors (e.g. the EU, corporate actors, NGOs
and cities) who can act as pioneers and/or leaders at different levels of climate governance
(including the international, supranational, regional, national and local) encompassing non-state and
state actors. The volume provides a clear conceptualisation of pioneers, leaders and followers while
assessing their motives, capacities, styles and strategies. It examines critically the dynamic
interrelationship between leaders and pioneers on the one hand, and followers and laggards on the
other. Moreover, it analyses how multilevel and polycentric climate governance structures enable
and/or constrain climate pioneers, leaders and followers. This volume will be of great use to scholars
of environmental governance, climate change, and international governance. The chapters were
originally published as a special issue in Environmental Politics.



  swiss national science foundation snsf: Social Science Research in India and the World R. K.
Mishra, Jayasree Raveendran, K. N. Jehangir, 2015-05-15 A unique and comprehensive study on
social science research, this book highlights the status, issues, roadblocks and challenges of the field
in India and certain select nations of the world. It conducts key cross-comparisons with existing
literature in the area, and discusses aid policies and decisions, funding dynamics and quality of
research as well as assessment systems in social science research.
  swiss national science foundation snsf: Self-love, Egoism and the Selfish Hypothesis
Christian Maurer, 2019-03-21 Do people only act out of self-interest? Or is there a less pessimistic
explanation for human behaviour? Maurer delves into early-Enlightenment debates on self-love from
both famous and lesser known A01s, including Lord Shaftesbury, Bernard Mandeville, Francis
Hutcheson, Joseph Butler, Archibald Campbell, David Hume and Adam Smith.
  swiss national science foundation snsf: Graph Drawing and Network Visualization Daniel
Archambault, Csaba D. Tóth, 2019-11-28 This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 27th
International Symposium on Graph Drawing and Network Visualization, GD 2019, held in Prague,
Czech Republic, in September 2019. The 42 papers and 12 posters presented in this volume were
carefully reviewed and selected from 113 submissions. They were organized into the following
topical sections: Cartograms and Intersection Graphs, Geometric Graph Theory, Clustering, Quality
Metrics, Arrangements, A Low Number of Crossings, Best Paper in Track 1, Morphing and Planarity,
Parameterized Complexity, Collinearities, Topological Graph Theory, Best Paper in Track 2, Level
Planarity, Graph Drawing Contest Report, and Poster Abstracts.
  swiss national science foundation snsf: Coping with Urban Climates Sascha Roesler,
Madlen Kobi, Lorenzo Stieger, 2022-06-21 While 20th century architecture learned to control the
climate of a building, the architecture of the 21st century needs to learn to cope with the climate of
cities. Problems such as urban heat and air pollution need to be included in planning and design.
Based on empirical realities in Cairo, Chongqing, Geneva and Santiago de Chile, the book underlines
that the materiality and social practices attached to room heating, compound greening, street
alignment or climate policies together form the tissue for contemporary urban climates. It
interweaves socio-cultural with meteorological data and pioneers the new concept of thermal
governance by linking architectural and technological as well as legal and economic dimensions of
climate control in urban environments.
  swiss national science foundation snsf: NIH Extramural Programs , 1983
  swiss national science foundation snsf: Disputing the Floodplains Tobias Haller, 2010-07-15
African Floodplains in semi-arid areas are important for local livelihoods as they harbor many
common-pool resources such as fisheries, pasture, wildlife, veldt products, water and land for
irrigation. However, in many of these areas resources are under pressure. This book is presenting
seven case studies from Mali, Cameroon, Tanzania, Zambia and Botswana based on anthropological
fieldwork (2002-08) and explores how these common-pool resources have been managed in
pre-colonial, colonial and postcolonial times. The major focus of the study is how institutional change
has contributed to resource management problems and offers a comparative analysis based on the
New Institutionalist approach (Jean Ensminger, Elinor Ostrom), which is combined with a special
focus on ideology, discourse and narratives while focusing on conflict and power issues. With a
foreword by Elinor Ostrom. This book has received the Environmental Research Award 2011 of the
University of Bern, Switzerland.
  swiss national science foundation snsf: Research in Personnel and Human Resources
Management M. Ronald Buckley, Anthony R. Wheeler, John E. Baur, Jonathon R. B. Halbesleben,
2023-09-07 This book contains an Open Access chapter. Contributions include an analysis of
professional touching behaviour, ideas about the state of science in HRM, processes that occur in
expatriate turnover, suggestions concerning the state of human resource process research and an
Open Access chapter on work-life flexibility issues.
  swiss national science foundation snsf: Shaping of European Education Martin Lawn,
Romuald Normand, 2014-09-15 The range, speed and scale of Europeanizing effects in education,



and their complexity, has produced a relatively new field of study. Using scholarship and research
drawn from sociology, politics and education, this book examines the rise of international and
transnational policy and the flow of data and people around Europe to study Europeanizing
processes and situations in education. Each chapter creates a space for policy research on European
education, involving a range of disciplines to develop empirical studies about European institutions,
networks and processes; the interplay between policy-makers, stakeholders, experts, and
researchers; and the space between the European and the national. The volume investigates the
construction of European education, exploring the consideration of the role of think tanks and
consultancies, international organizations, researcher mobilities, standards, indicators of higher
education, and cultural metaphor. Bringing together international contributors from a variety of
disciplines across Europe, the book will be of key value to academics, researchers and postgraduate
students in the fields of education studies, politics and sociology.
  swiss national science foundation snsf: Open education for sustainable development:
Contributions from emerging technologies and educational innovation Maria-Soledad
Ramirez-Montoya, Carina Soledad González González, Diana Hernández Montoya, Edgar Omar
Lopez-Caudana, Guillermo Rodríguez-Abitia, 2023-03-24
  swiss national science foundation snsf: Nanofibres: Friend or Foe? Alke Fink, Barbara
Rothen-Rutishauser, Martin J. D. Clift, 2018-07-17 This book is a printed edition of the Special Issue
Nanofibres: Friend or Foe? that was published in Fibers
  swiss national science foundation snsf: The Europa International Foundation Directory 2023
Europa Publications, 2023-07-27 This fully revised directory of international foundations, trusts,
charitable and grantmaking NGOs and other similar non-profit institutions provides a comprehensive
picture of foundation activity on a worldwide scale. Now in its 32nd edition, The Europa
International Foundation Directory includes: Information on some 2,700 organizations, organized by
country or territory, including details of funding priorities and projects, geographical area of
activity, principal staff and contact details Details of co-ordinating bodies and centres that assist
foundations, grantmaking organizations and other NGOs Bibliography Comprehensive index section
This new edition has been revised and expanded to include the most comprehensive and up-to-date
information on this growing sector.
  swiss national science foundation snsf: Global Business in Local Culture Philipp Aerni,
2018-12-08 This book examines the impact of multinational enterprises (MNEs) on local economies,
and presents selected case studies of MNEs operating in low income countries. By balancing
external social and environmental costs against its corresponding benefits, the book demonstrates
that MNEs can have a positive net-impact on local development if they build up social capital by
embedding themselves in local economies and engaging responsibly with local stakeholders. By
doing so MNEs contribute to inclusive growth, a central pillar of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals. In this context, the book challenges popular narratives in civil society and academia that
frame foreign direct investment (FDI) merely as a threat to human rights and sustainable
development. Moreover, it offers practical guidance for globally operating businesses seeking to
establish progressive Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) strategies of their own.
  swiss national science foundation snsf: Methods and applications in eating behavior
Michail Mantzios, Fanchang Kong, Helen Henrietta Egan, Deborah Jane Wallis, 2023-06-07
  swiss national science foundation snsf: Women, Agency, and the State in Guinea Carole
Ammann, 2020-03-05 This book examines how women in Guinea articulate themselves politically
within and outside institutional politics. It documents the everyday practices that local female actors
adopt to deal with the continuous economic, political, and social insecurities that emerge in times of
political transformations. Carole Ammann argues that women’s political articulations in Muslim
Guinea do not primarily take place within women’s associations or institutional politics such as
political parties; but instead women’s silent forms of politics manifest in their daily agency, that is,
when they make a living, study, marry, meet friends, raise their children, and do household chores.
The book also analyses the relationship between the female population and the local authorities, and



discusses when and why women’s claim making enjoys legitimacy in the eyes of other men and
women, as well as representatives of ‘traditional’ authorities and the local government. Paying
particular attention to intersectional perspectives, this book will be of interest to scholars of African
studies, social anthropology, political anthropology, the anthropology of gender, urban anthropology,
gender studies, and Islamic studies.
  swiss national science foundation snsf: Transforming Graduate Biblical Education Elisabeth
Schüssler Fiorenza, Kent Harold Richards, 2010 This uniques collection of essays, originating in
seminars held at SBL's Annual and International Meetings, explores the current ethos and discipline
of graduate biblical education from different social locations and academic contexts. It includes
international voices of well-established scholars who have urged change for some time alongside
younger scholars with new perspectives. The individual contributions emerge from a variegated set
of experiences in graduate biblical studies and a critical analysis of those experiences. The volume is
divided into four areas of investigation. The first section discusses the ethos of biblical studies and
social location, and the second explores different cultural-national formations of the discipline. The
third section considers the experiences and visions of graduate biblical studies, while the last section
explores how to transform the discipline. All the contributions offer ways to transform graduate
biblical education so that it becomes a socializing power that, in turn, can transform the present
academic ethos of biblical studies. (Back cover).
  swiss national science foundation snsf: European Higher Education Area: The Impact of Past
and Future Policies Adrian Curaj, Ligia Deca, Remus Pricopie, 2018-07-03 This volume presents the
major outcomes of the third edition of the Future of Higher Education – Bologna Process
Researchers Conference (FOHE-BPRC 3) which was held on 27-29 November 2017. It acknowledges
the importance of a continued dialogue between researchers and decision-makers and benefits from
the experience already acquired, this way enabling the higher education community to bring its
input into the 2018-2020 European Higher Education Area (EHEA) priorities. The Future of Higher
Education – Bologna Process Researchers Conference (FOHE-BPRC) has already established itself as
a landmark in the European higher education environment. The two previous editions (17-19
October 2011, 24-26 November 2014), with approximately 200 European and international
participants each, covering more than 50 countries each, were organized prior to the Ministerial
Conferences, thus encouraging a consistent dialogue between researchers and policy makers. The
main conclusions of the FOHE Conferences were presented at the EHEA Ministerial Conferences
(2012 and 2015), in order to make the voice of researchers better heard by European policy and
decision makers. This volume is dedicated to continuing the collection of evidence and
research-based policymaking and further narrowing the gap between policy and research within the
EHEA and broader global contexts. It aims to identify the research areas that require more attention
prior to the anniversary 2020 EHEA Ministerial Conference, with an emphasis on the new issues on
rise in the academic and educational community. This book gives a platform for discussion on key
issues between researchers, various direct higher education actors, decision-makers, and the wider
public. This book is published under an open access CC BY license.
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