
primary language in taiwan

primary language in taiwan is a subject that reflects the island's rich cultural heritage and complex historical
background. Taiwan is a multilingual society where several languages and dialects coexist, influenced by
indigenous cultures, Chinese migration, and historical foreign rule. Understanding the primary language in
Taiwan involves exploring the official language, commonly spoken dialects, and the role of indigenous
languages. This examination highlights the linguistic diversity and the sociopolitical factors that shape
language use in Taiwan today. The article will detail the official Mandarin Chinese language, Taiwanese
Hokkien, Hakka, indigenous languages, and the impact of education and government language policies. Readers
will gain a comprehensive understanding of Taiwan’s linguistic landscape and the evolving status of its primary
language.
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The Official Language of Taiwan

The primary language in Taiwan, officially recognized and used in government, education, and media, is Mandarin
Chinese. Often referred to as Standard Mandarin or Guoyu (��), it was established as the official language
after the Nationalist government relocated to Taiwan in 1949. Mandarin serves as the lingua franca that
unites the various ethnic and linguistic groups on the island. It is based on the Beijing dialect and uses
Traditional Chinese characters, distinguishing it from Simplified Chinese used in mainland China. Official
documents, public broadcasts, and educational instruction predominantly utilize Mandarin, which plays a
crucial role in national communication and administration.

Historical Background of Mandarin in Taiwan

Mandarin was promoted extensively during the mid-20th century as the government aimed to unify the island’s
population under a single language. Prior to this, many Taiwanese spoke local languages such as Taiwanese
Hokkien and Hakka, along with indigenous languages. The imposition of Mandarin was part of a broader effort
to strengthen national identity and streamline governance. Over time, Mandarin became the dominant language in
urban areas and formal settings, although local languages continued to thrive in daily life and cultural
contexts.

Commonly Spoken Languages and Dialects

While Mandarin is the official language, Taiwan is home to a variety of languages and dialects spoken by
different communities. These languages reflect the island’s diverse population and historical migration patterns.
The most prominent among these are Taiwanese Hokkien, Hakka, and the languages of the indigenous peoples. Each
language has its own unique cultural significance and continues to be actively used in various regions and
social spheres.



Taiwanese Hokkien

Taiwanese Hokkien, also known simply as Taiwanese or Minnan, is the most widely spoken non-Mandarin
language in Taiwan. It is a variant of the Southern Min dialect group originating from Fujian Province in
mainland China. Taiwanese Hokkien is commonly spoken in households, markets, and informal contexts, especially
in the southern and central parts of Taiwan. It has a rich tradition in local media, music, and religious
practices, serving as an important marker of local identity.

Hakka Language

The Hakka language is spoken by the Hakka ethnic group, which constitutes a significant minority in Taiwan. It
belongs to the Sino-Tibetan language family and has distinct phonetic and lexical characteristics compared to
Mandarin and Taiwanese Hokkien. Hakka is mainly spoken in northern and southern Taiwan, with efforts
underway to preserve and promote the language. It remains a vital part of cultural heritage for the Hakka
community.

Other Dialects and Variants

In addition to Mandarin, Taiwanese Hokkien, and Hakka, there are smaller communities that speak other Chinese
dialects and immigrant languages. These include the languages of mainland Chinese immigrants who arrived during
different historical periods and various regional dialects brought by new arrivals. The linguistic diversity
contributes to Taiwan’s dynamic multilingual environment.

Indigenous Languages of Taiwan

Taiwan is home to several indigenous groups, each with its own language. These Austronesian languages are
among the oldest in the region and are distinct from the Chinese language family. The indigenous languages are
vital to the cultural identity and traditions of Taiwan’s native peoples, though many are endangered due to
historical marginalization and language shift toward Mandarin.

Overview of Indigenous Languages

There are approximately 16 recognized indigenous groups in Taiwan, each with a unique language or dialect.
These languages include Amis, Atayal, Paiwan, Bunun, and Rukai, among others. Indigenous languages vary
significantly in terms of grammar, phonology, and vocabulary, reflecting their diverse origins and histories.
Despite declining numbers of fluent speakers, revitalization efforts have gained momentum in recent years to
preserve these languages.

Challenges and Preservation Efforts

The primary challenges facing indigenous languages in Taiwan include decreasing intergenerational transmission,
urbanization, and the dominance of Mandarin in education and media. To counter these trends, the Taiwanese
government and indigenous organizations have initiated language preservation programs. These initiatives
include bilingual education, official recognition of indigenous languages, cultural festivals, and the creation
of media content in indigenous tongues.

Language Education and Government Policy

The linguistic landscape of Taiwan is heavily influenced by education policies and government initiatives.



Language education plays a key role in shaping the use and status of the primary language in Taiwan, as well
as other local languages and dialects. The government’s evolving stance on multilingualism reflects changing
attitudes toward cultural diversity and heritage preservation.

Mandarin-Centered Education System

Since the mid-20th century, Taiwan’s education system has emphasized Mandarin Chinese as the medium of
instruction. Mandarin proficiency is considered essential for academic success and career advancement. Schools
across Taiwan teach Mandarin reading, writing, and speaking skills extensively, ensuring that the language
remains dominant in formal contexts. This focus has contributed to the widespread fluency in Mandarin among
the population.

Promotion of Local and Indigenous Languages

In recent decades, Taiwan has increasingly recognized the importance of local and indigenous languages.
Educational reforms have introduced bilingual programs and optional courses in Taiwanese Hokkien, Hakka, and
indigenous languages. The government supports language revitalization efforts through funding, curriculum
development, and media production. These measures aim to balance the dominance of Mandarin with the
preservation of Taiwan’s linguistic heritage.

Language Policy and Legislation

Taiwan’s language policies have evolved to reflect the island’s multicultural identity. The Official Languages
Development Act, passed to promote linguistic diversity, grants official status to indigenous languages and
encourages their use in public life. Language rights and cultural preservation have become important policy
goals, influencing education, public signage, and media broadcasting.

The Role of Language in Taiwanese Identity

Language is a central element of Taiwanese identity, reflecting the island’s complex history and cultural
plurality. The primary language in Taiwan is not only a means of communication but also a symbol of
political, social, and ethnic identity. Different language groups express their heritage and community ties
through their linguistic choices, contributing to Taiwan’s vibrant cultural mosaic.

Language and Ethnic Identity

For many Taiwanese, the use of Taiwanese Hokkien or Hakka expresses a connection to local roots and ethnic
heritage. Indigenous languages similarly serve as powerful markers of native identity and pride. Mandarin, while
dominant, is sometimes viewed as a unifying but politically charged language, linked to historical governance
and national narratives. The interplay between these languages shapes individual and collective identities
across Taiwan.

Language in Media and Popular Culture

The use of various languages in Taiwanese media, music, and entertainment reflects and reinforces the island’s
linguistic diversity. Taiwanese dramas, pop songs, and radio programs frequently incorporate Taiwanese
Hokkien, Mandarin, and indigenous languages, appealing to different audiences and fostering cultural
appreciation. Language choice in popular culture often signals social and political attitudes, influencing
public discourse on identity.



Future Trends in Language Use

Ongoing demographic changes, globalization, and technology will continue to affect the primary language in
Taiwan and its linguistic landscape. Efforts to maintain and revitalize local and indigenous languages are
expected to grow, supported by government policies and community activism. Meanwhile, Mandarin’s role as the
official and educational language will likely remain strong, ensuring communication across Taiwan’s diverse
population.

Mandarin Chinese as the official and dominant language

Widespread use of Taiwanese Hokkien and Hakka dialects

Presence and preservation of indigenous Austronesian languages

Government policies promoting multilingual education and language rights

Language as a key factor in cultural and ethnic identity

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary language spoken in Taiwan?

The primary language spoken in Taiwan is Mandarin Chinese, also known as Standard Chinese or Putonghua.

Is Mandarin the only language spoken in Taiwan?

No, besides Mandarin, other languages such as Taiwanese Hokkien, Hakka, and indigenous Formosan languages
are also spoken in Taiwan.

Why is Mandarin Chinese the primary language in Taiwan?

Mandarin became the primary language in Taiwan after the Republic of China government relocated to the island
in 1949 and promoted it as the official language for education and government.

Do most Taiwanese people speak Mandarin fluently?

Yes, most Taiwanese people are fluent in Mandarin due to its use in schools, media, and government, although
many also speak other local languages.

What is the difference between Taiwanese Hokkien and Mandarin?

Taiwanese Hokkien is a Southern Min dialect with its own vocabulary and pronunciation, distinct from
Mandarin Chinese, which is based on the Beijing dialect.

Are indigenous languages still spoken in Taiwan?

Yes, several indigenous Formosan languages are still spoken by the indigenous peoples of Taiwan, although
their use has declined over time.



Is English widely spoken in Taiwan?

English is taught in schools and is commonly used in business and tourism, but it is not a primary language for
daily communication in Taiwan.

How does Taiwan's language policy support local languages?

Taiwan has implemented policies to preserve and revitalize local and indigenous languages, including
incorporating them into education and media.

What script is used for writing the primary language in Taiwan?

Traditional Chinese characters are used for writing Mandarin Chinese in Taiwan, unlike simplified characters
used in mainland China.

Can tourists communicate easily in Mandarin when visiting Taiwan?

Yes, tourists can generally communicate easily in Mandarin in Taiwan, as it is widely spoken and understood
throughout the island.

Additional Resources
1. The Languages of Taiwan: A Comprehensive Overview
This book provides an in-depth exploration of the various languages spoken in Taiwan, including Mandarin,
Taiwanese Hokkien, Hakka, and indigenous Formosan languages. It examines their historical development,
sociolinguistic status, and current usage. The author also discusses language policies and their impact on
language preservation and education in Taiwan.

2. Mandarin Chinese in Taiwan: Identity and Education
Focusing on the role of Mandarin as the official language of Taiwan, this book analyzes how language shapes
cultural identity and social dynamics. It covers the educational system’s approach to teaching Mandarin and
the challenges faced by speakers of other native languages. The book also highlights the balance between
national unity and linguistic diversity.

3. Taiwanese Hokkien: History and Revival
This work traces the origins and development of Taiwanese Hokkien, one of the most widely spoken local
languages in Taiwan. It discusses efforts to revive and promote Taiwanese Hokkien in media, schools, and public
life amid the dominance of Mandarin. The book also explores its cultural significance and contemporary usage.

4. Language Policy and Multilingualism in Taiwan
Examining Taiwan’s language policies, this book explores how government decisions influence the linguistic
landscape. It delves into the promotion of multilingualism, including support for indigenous languages and
dialects. The author evaluates policy effectiveness and suggests future directions for inclusive language
planning.

5. Indigenous Languages of Taiwan: Preservation and Challenges
This book focuses on Taiwan’s indigenous languages, their unique linguistic features, and the threats they face
from language shift and globalization. It presents case studies of revitalization programs and community
efforts to maintain these languages. The author highlights the importance of preserving linguistic diversity as
part of Taiwan’s cultural heritage.

6. Teaching Language and Culture in Taiwan’s Primary Schools
A practical guide for educators, this book addresses strategies for teaching language and culture in Taiwan’s
primary education system. It discusses curriculum design that incorporates local languages and cultural
content. The book also provides insights into fostering bilingualism and multicultural understanding among
young learners.



7. The Role of Taiwanese Sign Language in Primary Education
This book explores the status and development of Taiwanese Sign Language (TSL) within the educational
system. It covers the history of TSL, its recognition as a natural language, and its integration into primary
school curricula for deaf students. The author advocates for greater awareness and resources to support
sign language education.

8. Language and Identity in Taiwan’s Primary Language Classrooms
Focusing on the intersection of language and identity, this book examines how primary language instruction
shapes students’ sense of self and community. It explores classroom dynamics, teacher attitudes, and student
experiences in multilingual settings. The book emphasizes the importance of culturally responsive teaching
practices.

9. Bilingual Education Models in Taiwan: Case Studies and Outcomes
This volume presents various bilingual education models implemented across Taiwan’s primary schools,
including Mandarin-Taiwanese and Mandarin-Hakka programs. It analyzes their effectiveness in promoting
language proficiency and academic achievement. The book includes case studies that highlight successes,
challenges, and policy implications for bilingual education.
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  primary language in taiwan: Language Policy in Taiwan in the 21st Century Chen-Cheng
Chun, Der-Hwa Victoria Rau, 2025-07-22 This book provides insiders' views of how Taiwan's
monolingual language policy has evolved into multilingual language policies since its peaceful
transition to a democratic society in the late 20th century. From three major perspectives, it
examines the conflicts and compromises of monolingual and multilingual ideologies, challenges and
approaches in language management, and actual language practice in families and communities in
the transformation process in the last three decades. The book intends to theorize Taiwan's
multilingual experience and introduce it to the international scholarly community, who are more
familiar with the monolingual development on the other side of the Taiwan Strait and less aware of
the multilingual development in Taiwan. It is an eye-opening book for language planning and policy
students, language educators, public policymakers, and all those with a stake in multilingualism.
  primary language in taiwan: The Handbook of Language Contact Raymond Hickey,
2020-09-01 The second edition of the definitive reference on contact studies and linguistic
change—provides extensive new research and original case studies Language contact is a dynamic
area of contemporary linguistic research that studies how language changes when speakers of
different languages interact. Accessibly structured into three sections, The Handbook of Language
Contact explores the role of contact studies within the field of linguistics, the value of contact
studies for language change research, and the relevance of language contact for sociolinguistics.
This authoritative volume presents original findings and fresh research directions from an
international team of prominent experts. Thirty-seven specially-commissioned chapters cover a
broad range of topics and case studies of contact from around the world. Now in its second edition,
this valuable reference has been extensively updated with new chapters on topics including
globalization, language acquisition, creolization, code-switching, and genetic classification. Fresh
case studies examine Romance, Indo-European, African, Mayan, and many other languages in both
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the past and the present. Addressing the major issues in the field of language contact studies, this
volume: Includes a representative sample of individual studies which re-evaluate the role of
language contact in the broader context of language and society Offers 23 new chapters written by
leading scholars Examines language contact in different societies, including many in Africa and Asia
Provides a cross-section of case studies drawing on languages across the world The Handbook of
Language Contact, Second Edition is an indispensable resource for researchers, scholars, and
students involved in language contact, language variation and change, sociolinguistics, bilingualism,
and language theory.
  primary language in taiwan: Teaching Chinese as a Second Language in Taiwan Chun-yi
Peng, Jung-yueh Tu, Chen-chun E, 2025-06-30 This book focusses on the teaching and learning of
Chinese as a second language (CSL) in contemporary Taiwan. It explores linguistic, social, and
pedagogical perspectives and offers unique insights into Taiwan’s diverse language landscape, from
international students to immigrant learners. Readers will gain an in-depth understanding of how
Mandarin is taught and learned in Taiwan, benefiting from the book’s linguistic approach and its
examination of multilingualism, teacher education, and immigrant language programs. It provides
practical insights for CSL teachers and learners, combining theoretical analysis with real-world
examples of language use in Taiwan. This book is ideal for CSL instructors, aspiring teachers, and
students interested in learning Mandarin in Taiwan. It will also appeal to scholars studying language
pedagogy, and sociolinguistics, and those involved in teacher education programs.
  primary language in taiwan: Language Planning and Policy in Asia: Japan, Nepal,
Taiwan and Chinese characters Robert B. Kaplan, Richard B. Baldauf, 2008 This volume covers
the language situation in Japan, Nepal and Taiwan, as well as the modernisation of Chinese
Characters in China, explaining the linguistic diversity, the historical and political contexts and the
current language situation -- including language-in-education planning, the role of the media, the
role of religion, and the roles of non-indigenous languages. Two of the authors are indigenous and
the other two have been participants in the language planning context.
  primary language in taiwan: Curriculum and Teaching in Primary CLIL in Taiwan
Yi-Ping Huang, 2024-12-13 This book explores teacher agency within Content and Language
Integrated Learning (CLIL), highlighting the roles of identity, emotion, discourse, and power. It
demonstrates how teacher agency is shaped in curriculum leadership, course design, scaffolding,
translanguaging, and cross-curricular collaboration. Focusing on public elementary schools in
Taiwan, the first in Asia to adopt CLIL in compulsory education, this book proposes glocalized
frameworks of teacher agency for curriculum and teaching in CLIL based on three qualitative case
studies sponsored by the Ministry of Science and Technology, Taiwan (107-2410-H-004-116;
108-2410-H-004-099-MY2; 110-2410-H-004-045). This book is an essential reference for educators,
researchers, and leaders involved in designing and implementing CLIL in EFL contexts across Asia.
  primary language in taiwan: OFW Guide Taiwan Jandel Cruz, 2025-01-12 OFW Guide
Taiwan: Everything You Need to Know is a thorough and indispensable resource for Filipino workers
aspiring to work in Taiwan. Whether you're exploring job opportunities, preparing for your journey,
or adjusting to life in a new country, this guide offers vital information, practical advice, and insights
to help you succeed and secure a brighter future for yourself and your family. This book covers every
stage of the OFW journey in Taiwan—from understanding cultural and legal requirements to
securing the right job, managing daily life, and building a support network. It equips you with the
tools, resources, and knowledge needed to face challenges confidently and embrace the
opportunities that come with working abroad. With topics ranging from language learning and
financial planning to connecting with the Filipino community and preparing for your return home,
the guide provides clear, actionable advice. It also includes guidance on navigating cultural
differences, work ethics, and expectations, helping you adapt and thrive in Taiwan's unique
environment. Each chapter is tailored to address the specific needs of Filipino workers, offering
practical tips on housing, transportation, communication, and emotional well-being. The book also
highlights real-life stories of OFWs who have successfully built their lives abroad, inspiring readers



with their experiences and resilience. Whether you're a first-time worker or have prior experience
overseas, this guide empowers you to make the most of your journey in Taiwan. It ensures your
transition is smooth, your time abroad is rewarding, and your future is full of promise. For Every
Filipino Worker This book is a tribute to the courage, sacrifice, and perseverance of Filipino workers
worldwide. Through shared stories and practical advice, it aims to provide the support and
knowledge every OFW deserves to succeed in their mission and return home stronger and more
fulfilled.
  primary language in taiwan: Revolutionary Taiwan Catherine Lila Chou, Mark Harrison,
2024-09-03 This book is in the Cambria Sinophone World Series, headed by Victor H. Mair
(University of Pennsylvania). In the early 1990s, the people of Taiwan gained the right to vote for
their executive and legislature. In building a democratic society, they transformed how they saw
themselves and their homeland. The outcome of democratization was nothing less than
revolutionary, producing a new, de facto nation and people that can be justly called Taiwanese. Yet
this revolution remains unfinished and incomplete. In an era of increasing US-China rivalry, the
People's Republic of China (PRC) claims sovereignty over Taiwan and insists that reunification is the
historic mission of all peoples on both sides of the Taiwan Strait. The PRC threatens war with and
over the island, inviting a crisis that would engulf the region and beyond. Common ideas about
Taiwan-that it split with China in 1949 or sees itself as the true China-fail to explain why the
Taiwanese withstand pressure from the PRC to relinquish their democratic self-governance.
Revolutionary Taiwan sheds light on this. Each chapter shows how democratization in Taiwan
constituted a revolution, changing not just the form of government but also how Taiwanese people
conceptualized the island, coming to see it a complete nation unto itself. At the same time, however,
Beijing has blocked the normal endpoint of this revolution: an open declaration of statehood and
welcome into the global community. Revolutionary Taiwan: Making Nationhood in a Changing World
Order brings the Taiwan story to a general audience. It will appeal to students and readers
interested in international relations, contemporary geopolitics, and East Asian Studies. Informed by
years of academic research and life in Taiwan, this book provides an entry point to a remarkable
place and people.
  primary language in taiwan: The Columbia Sourcebook of Literary Taiwan Sung-sheng
Yvonne Chang, Michelle Yeh, Ming-ju Fan, 2014-09-02 This sourcebook contains more than 160
documents and writings that reflect the development of Taiwanese literature from the early modern
period to the twenty-first century. Selections include seminal essays in literary debates, polemics,
and other landmark events; interviews, diaries, and letters by major authors; critical and
retrospective essays by influential writers, editors, and scholars; transcripts of historical speeches
and conferences; literary-society manifestos and inaugural journal prefaces; and governmental
policy pronouncements that have significantly influenced Taiwanese literature. These texts
illuminate Asia's experience with modernization, colonialism, and postcolonialism; the character of
Taiwan's Cold War and post–Cold War cultural production; gender and environmental issues;
indigenous movements; and the changes and challenges of the digital revolution. Taiwan's complex
history with Dutch, Spanish, and Japanese colonization; strategic geopolitical position vis-à-vis
China, Japan, and the United States; and status as a hub for the East-bound circulation of
technological and popular-culture trends make the nation an excellent case study for a richer
understanding of East Asian and modern global relations.
  primary language in taiwan: Taiwan 101 Matthew B. Christensen, Henrietta Yang,
2024-01-09 An indispensable guide for readers traveling to Taiwan for vacation, work, or school. It’s
chock-full of information that will help people successfully navigate the country. -Library Journal
Taiwan has always been an attractive place to study and work. In fact, long before Mainland China
became an option for Westerners, Taiwan was the place to study Chinese and work in a Mandarin
Chinese speaking environment. As the People’s Republic of China (P.R.C.) gained economic and
political strength in the world, Westerners naturally gravitated toward this new market. Language
programs and jobs for Westerners flourished. In the past decade there has been a renewed interest



in Taiwan. This is undoubtedly due to a dramatic increase in cost of living in the P.R.C., increasing
government regulation and scrutiny of foreigners, the increased political tension between China and
the West, and generally the increasing difficulty doing business and studying in China in a free and
fair way. In recent years Taiwan has once again emerged as an attractive place to study, work, and
live. Taiwan offers a free, open, and safe environment that is welcoming to outsiders. While the cost
of living in Taiwan’s big cities is about the same as the big cities in Mainland China, it is much easier
for a foreigner to navigate than in China. This book provides a practical, up-to-date, hands-on guide
to navigating life in Taiwan. It is not a travel guidebook, but rather provides detailed information for
the foreign resident in Taiwan, whether they be studying or working. It provides a wealth of
information covering everything from renting apartments, taking care of your daily needs, what and
where to eat, to Taiwanese work ethic and business culture, how to make the most of your study of
Chinese, how to get around, and so on. The book is illustrated with relevant photos that
contextualize the text, and enhance reader’s understanding of the information.
  primary language in taiwan: Being a Mother in a Strange Land Shu-Yi Huang, 2019-05-21
This text provides an alternative narrative to the humble and often exclusively male voices of first
generation Chinese migrants. Despite Chinese migrants having migrated to the Netherlands since
1911, particularly after World War Two, and female migrants outnumbering male migrants, their
everyday life and transnational motherhood experiences have remained largely unknown. Based on
the narratives of 38 Chinese migrant women from Taiwan, Hong Kong, and China, this book brings
women, their lives and opinions to the center of Dutch migration history.
  primary language in taiwan: Narrative Development of School Children Shin-Mei Kao,
2014-09-09 This book reports the current aspects of children from multilingual families in Taiwan
and describes these children's perceptions towards their linguistic, academic, and social
development from a survey study and a discourse analysis study. The discourse analysis study
focuses on the narrative developments of children born to Southeast Asian mothers versus average
Taiwanese children across four grade levels in the elementary school. This book is significant in four
aspects: describing the children with multilingual family background qualitatively and quantitatively,
including a wide range and a large number of participants, proposing new analytical approaches for
child narrative research, and compiling applicable classroom activities based on of research
findings. The cultural and linguistic background of the children described in this book may be of
interest to researchers and educators not only in Chinese-speaking regions, but also in areas where
the phenomenon of multilingual family is becoming common in the society.
  primary language in taiwan: The Regional Travel Guide for Central Taiwan (Taiwan)
YouGuide Ltd,
  primary language in taiwan: The Routledge International Handbook of Language
Education Policy in Asia Andy Kirkpatrick, Anthony J. Liddicoat, 2019-04-17 This must-have
handbook offers a comprehensive survey of the field. It reviews the language education policies of
Asia, encompassing 30 countries sub-divided by regions, namely East, Southeast, South and Central
Asia, and considers the extent to which these are being implemented and with what effect. The most
recent iteration of language education policies of each of the countries is described and the impact
and potential consequence of any change is critically considered. Each country chapter provides a
historical overview of the languages in use and language education policies, examines the ideologies
underpinning the language choices, and includes an account of the debates and controversies
surrounding language and language education policies, before concluding with some predictions for
the future.
  primary language in taiwan: Language Planning in Primary Schools in Asia Richard Baldauf,
Robert Kaplan, Knonko Kamwangamalu, Pauline Bryant, 2013-09-13 In foreign language education,
decisions must be taken on what languages to teach, who will teach them, in which schools (i.e. all,
only urban, only rural), in which grades, the number of hours a week, and the cost involved. This
book explores the answers to these questions across a number of Asian polities. It illustrates why
some of the efforts undertaken are successful and why some are not, why – despite significant



investments of time and resources – some students do not seem to acquire the languages being
taught, and why some teachers responsible for instruction in the designated foreign languages have
problems achieving fluency in the designated language or have other language teaching difficulties.
It suggests some strategies various polities might attempt to achieve their stated language learning
objectives. This book was originally published as a special issue of Current Issues in Language
Planning.
  primary language in taiwan: Language Planning in Nepal, Taiwan, and Sweden Richard B.
Baldauf, Robert B. Kaplan, 2000 This volume covers the language situation in Nepal, Taiwan and
Sweden explaining the minority language situation, the linguistic diversity, the historical and
political contexts and the current language situation - including language-in-education planning, the
role of the media, the role of religion, and the roles of non-indigenous languages, especially English.
The authors have had long-term involvement in the language planning context.
  primary language in taiwan: China Robert André LaFleur, 2009-11-25 An up-to-date, concise
examination of China—past and present—providing detailed information on a country whose
substantial impact on the global economy and consumer culture continues to grow. Part of
ABC-CLIO's Asia in Focus series, this authoritative resource is designed to help a wide variety of
readers understand the complexities of the world's most populous country—a nation of ancient glory
and rising importance, yet one that remains elusive and not generally well known. Packed with
recent scholarship and fascinating details, this concise, multifaceted volume offers an updated look
at China's geography and history, from the political and technological dominance of the imperial
period to the communist revolution and the present state. The work also vividly captures the living
China of today—its economy, politics, and culture—with extensive coverage of topics ranging from
education, languages, arts, and cuisine to industrialization, gender issues, population control efforts,
and human rights controversies that have impacted the country's relationship to the global
community.
  primary language in taiwan: Culture Politics and Linguistic Recognition in Taiwan
Jean-Francois Dupre, 2017-02-24 The consolidation of Taiwanese identity in recent years has been
accompanied by two interrelated paradoxes: a continued language shift from local Taiwanese
languages to Mandarin Chinese, and the increasing subordination of the Hoklo majority culture in
ethnic policy and public identity discourses. A number of initiatives have been undertaken toward
the revitalization and recognition of minority cultures. At the same time, however, the Hoklo
majority culture has become akin to a political taboo. This book examines how the interplay of
ethnicity, national identity and party politics has shaped current debates on national culture and
linguistic recognition in Taiwan. It suggests that the ethnolinguistic distribution of the electorate has
led parties to adopt distinctive strategies in an attempt to broaden their ethnic support bases. On the
one hand, the DPP and the KMT have strived to play down their respective de-Sinicization and
Sinicization ideologies, as well as their Hoklo and Chinese ethnocultural cores. At the same time, the
parties have competed to portray themselves as the legitimate protectors of minority interests by
promoting Hakka and Aboriginal cultures. These concomitant logics have discouraged parties from
appealing to ethnonationalist rhetoric, prompting them to express their antagonistic ideologies of
Taiwanese and Chinese nationalism through more liberal conceptions of language rights. Therefore,
the book argues that constraints to cultural and linguistic recognition in Taiwan are shaped by
political rather than cultural and sociolinguistic factors. Investigating Taiwan’s counterintuitive
ethnolinguistic situation, this book makes an important theoretical contribution to the literature to
many fields of study and will appeal to scholars of Taiwanese politics, sociolinguistics, culture and
history.
  primary language in taiwan: Taiwan Today Anita Sharma, Sreemati Chakrabarti, 2010-08-15
The 1980s economic boom in East Asia drew the world’s attention towards Taiwan. India-Taiwan
economic relations have been growing and the setting up of economic and cultural centres has
promoted people-to-people contacts. Cultural and educational ties between the two nations are also
increasing. This book is inspired by a conference titled ‘Taiwan Today’ organized by the Department



of East Asian Studies, University of Delhi. The Department of East Asian Studies is one of the few
academic centres where all the entities in the East Asian region are studied and researched. This
book will be very useful for those interested or engaged in research on East Asia.
  primary language in taiwan: The Other Taiwan Murray A. Rubinstein, 1994 Examines the
effects of the socio-economic post-war transformation on Taiwan's political system, environment,
religious structures, the relationships between the sexes and the different ethnic populations. A
complex revisionist portrait of the country emerges.
  primary language in taiwan: New Immigrants and Multilingual Linguistic Landscape in
Taiwan Ching-Yu Na, Serafín M. Coronel-Molina, 2025-09-29 This book offers a comprehensive
exploration of the multilingual linguistic landscape in Taoyuan City, Taiwan, focusing on the impact
of new immigrants and the diverse range of languages they speak, across urban and peripheral
areas. It examines the city's transition from a predominantly monolingual or bilingual
Chinese–English signage environment to a vibrant multilingual one shaped by Chinese, English,
Japanese, Korean and Southeast Asian languages. Employing ethnographic methods and geosemiotic
analysis, the study investigates code preferences and writing types on public and private signage.
Additionally, it delves into community perceptions of the multilingual linguistic landscape and its
implications for language policy and planning, providing valuable insights into evolving linguistic
dynamics. The authors move beyond theoretical exploration to deliver practical insights with
implications for institutions, policymakers, researchers, educators, students and practitioners alike.
Ultimately, this work aspires to enrich understanding not only of Taiwan’s linguistic landscape but
also of broader global discussions on multilingualism, language policy and language planning.
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