
principal speech at graduation

principal speech at graduation holds a significant place in the ceremonial farewell to students
completing their academic journey. This speech is not only a moment of reflection on the
achievements and challenges faced by the graduating class but also an opportunity to inspire and
motivate them for the future. A well-crafted principal speech at graduation balances appreciation,
encouragement, and wisdom, making it memorable for graduates, their families, and the school
community. This article explores the essential elements of an effective principal speech, offers
guidance on structuring the address, and provides tips for delivering it with impact. Additionally, it
includes examples of themes and key messages that resonate with diverse graduates. Understanding
how to compose and present this speech is invaluable for principals aiming to leave a lasting
impression on their graduating class.
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Importance of the Principal Speech at Graduation
The principal speech at graduation serves as a capstone to the academic experience, marking a
pivotal transition for students. It is an authoritative voice that acknowledges the hard work and
dedication of the graduates, celebrates their accomplishments, and provides guidance as they step
into new phases of life. This speech also reinforces the values and mission of the educational
institution, fostering a sense of pride and community among attendees. Moreover, it offers a
platform for the principal to address broader themes such as perseverance, leadership, and
responsibility, which are critical for success beyond school.

Role in Celebrating Achievement
The speech highlights the academic and extracurricular successes of the graduating class,
recognizing their efforts and milestones. It is a moment to honor individual and collective
achievements, creating a positive and uplifting atmosphere during the ceremony.



Motivational and Inspirational Function
Graduates face an uncertain future filled with opportunities and challenges. The principal speech
serves to inspire confidence, resilience, and ambition, encouraging graduates to embrace lifelong
learning and personal growth.

Community and Institutional Representation
The address reflects the school’s ethos and commitment to education, reinforcing the connection
between the institution and its alumni. It also strengthens community bonds by acknowledging the
support of families, faculty, and staff.

Key Components of an Effective Graduation Speech
Crafting a principal speech at graduation requires careful consideration of content to ensure
relevance and engagement. Several essential components contribute to an effective and impactful
speech.

Opening Remarks
The introduction should capture attention with a warm welcome and acknowledgment of the
audience, including graduates, families, faculty, and guests. It sets the tone for the rest of the
speech.

Reflection on the Graduating Class
Highlighting the unique qualities, experiences, and achievements of the class personalizes the
speech. This section often includes anecdotes or references to shared challenges and successes.

Core Message or Theme
A central theme provides cohesion and focus. Common themes include perseverance, leadership,
change, and hope. The theme should resonate universally while connecting with the specific
experiences of the graduates.

Words of Encouragement and Advice
Graduates benefit from practical and motivational advice that prepares them for post-graduation life.
This can encompass career guidance, ethical considerations, and encouragement to pursue passions.



Closing and Congratulations
The conclusion should reaffirm pride in the graduates’ accomplishments and extend best wishes for
their future endeavors. Ending on a positive and memorable note ensures the speech’s lasting
impact.

Structuring the Principal Speech
A clear and logical structure enhances the effectiveness of the principal speech at graduation.
Organizing the content in a coherent sequence ensures the message is delivered smoothly and
memorably.

Introduction
Begin with a greeting and an acknowledgment of the significance of the day. Express appreciation
for those who contributed to the graduates’ journey, including faculty, families, and community
members.

Body
The main body should develop the speech’s theme through reflections, stories, and advice. This
section typically includes:

A look back at the graduates’ experiences and milestones

Highlighting key qualities and achievements of the class

Presenting the theme with supporting examples or anecdotes

Offering motivational guidance for future challenges

Conclusion
Summarize the core message, congratulate the graduates, and inspire optimism for what lies ahead.
A powerful closing statement or quote can leave a lasting impression.

Incorporating Inspirational Themes and Messages
Thematic consistency in the principal speech at graduation helps unify the message and connect
emotionally with the audience. Selecting relevant and uplifting themes enhances the speech’s
resonance.



Perseverance and Resilience
Emphasizing the importance of overcoming obstacles prepares graduates for real-world challenges.
Stories of persistence can motivate graduates to face adversity with strength.

Leadership and Responsibility
Encouraging graduates to be leaders in their communities fosters a sense of duty and empowerment.
This theme often highlights the impact of positive influence and ethical conduct.

Embracing Change and Innovation
Highlighting adaptability and openness to new ideas prepares graduates for a rapidly evolving
world. It encourages curiosity and continuous learning.

Hope and Optimism
Conveying a hopeful outlook inspires confidence and enthusiasm about the future. This theme aligns
with the celebratory nature of graduation ceremonies.

Tips for Delivering a Memorable Graduation Speech
Effective delivery is crucial for the principal speech at graduation to engage and inspire the
audience. Several practical tips can enhance the presentation’s impact.

Practice and Preparation
Rehearsing the speech multiple times builds confidence and ensures smooth delivery. Familiarity
with the content allows for natural expression and timing.

Engaging the Audience
Maintaining eye contact, using appropriate gestures, and varying vocal tone helps capture and hold
attention. Personalizing the message fosters connection.

Using Clear and Concise Language
Simple, direct language ensures the speech is accessible to all audience members. Avoiding jargon
and overly complex sentences aids comprehension.



Incorporating Pauses and Emphasis
Strategic pauses allow key points to resonate, while emphasis highlights important messages. This
technique enhances the speech’s rhythm and emotional effect.

Managing Nervousness
Techniques such as deep breathing and positive visualization can reduce anxiety. Confidence often
grows with practice and experience.

Examples of Principal Speech Excerpts
Examining sample excerpts from principal speeches at graduation can provide valuable insight into
effective phrasing and thematic expression.

Excerpt on Perseverance
"As you step beyond these halls, remember that setbacks are not the end but rather stepping stones
to success. Your perseverance has brought you here, and it will carry you through the challenges
ahead."

Excerpt on Leadership
"Leadership is not about titles or positions; it is about the courage to stand up for what is right and
the compassion to uplift those around you. I challenge each of you to lead with integrity wherever
life takes you."

Excerpt on Hope
"The future you face is bright and full of promise. Embrace it with hope and confidence, knowing
that the foundation you have built here will support every dream you dare to pursue."

Frequently Asked Questions

What are key elements to include in a principal's speech at
graduation?
A principal's graduation speech should include congratulations to the graduates, acknowledgment of
the efforts of teachers and parents, reflection on the students' journey, inspiring messages for the
future, and a motivational call to action.



How long should a principal's speech at graduation typically
be?
A principal's speech at graduation typically lasts between 10 to 15 minutes, long enough to convey
meaningful messages without losing the audience's attention.

What tone is appropriate for a principal's graduation speech?
The tone should be uplifting, celebratory, and encouraging, balancing formality with warmth to
connect with graduates, families, and faculty.

How can a principal make their graduation speech more
engaging?
Incorporating personal anecdotes, relevant quotes, humor, and addressing the unique
accomplishments of the graduating class can make the speech more engaging.

Should a principal include future advice in their graduation
speech?
Yes, including advice about resilience, lifelong learning, and embracing challenges prepares
graduates for the next phase of their lives and adds value to the speech.

How can a principal address challenges faced by the
graduating class in their speech?
A principal can acknowledge challenges like the pandemic or social issues, highlight the graduates'
perseverance, and frame these experiences as growth opportunities to inspire confidence and hope.

Additional Resources
1. Inspiring Words: Crafting the Perfect Principal Graduation Speech
This book offers principals a step-by-step guide to creating memorable and motivational graduation
speeches. It includes tips on structuring the speech, engaging the audience, and incorporating
meaningful stories. Readers will find practical advice to inspire both students and faculty on this
special day.

2. Voices of Leadership: Graduation Speeches That Make a Difference
Featuring a collection of powerful graduation speeches from principals around the world, this book
highlights different styles and themes. It serves as a source of inspiration and a reference for
crafting impactful messages. The book also explores how to connect with diverse student audiences
through authentic communication.

3. The Principal’s Guide to Graduation Ceremonies
This comprehensive guide covers all aspects of planning and delivering a graduation speech. From
choosing the right tone to incorporating school values and traditions, principals will learn how to
create a meaningful experience. It also includes sample speeches and checklists to ensure a smooth



ceremony.

4. Celebrate Success: Motivational Speeches for Graduation Day
Focused on positivity and encouragement, this book helps principals craft speeches that celebrate
student achievements and future potential. It provides strategies to balance humor, inspiration, and
gratitude. The book also emphasizes the importance of acknowledging the community’s role in
student success.

5. Words to Remember: Memorable Principal Graduation Speeches
This anthology compiles some of the most memorable principal speeches from recent years,
analyzing what made them effective. Readers can learn how to use language, pacing, and emotional
appeal to leave a lasting impression. The book also offers tips on public speaking and dealing with
nerves.

6. Leadership and Legacy: Graduation Speech Insights for Principals
Exploring the themes of leadership and legacy, this book encourages principals to reflect on their
role in shaping students’ futures. It provides frameworks for speeches that inspire responsibility,
resilience, and lifelong learning. The book includes exercises to help principals identify personal
stories that resonate.

7. From Principal to Speaker: Mastering Graduation Day Communication
Designed for principals who want to improve their public speaking skills, this book covers voice
modulation, body language, and audience engagement. It offers practical techniques to deliver
confident and heartfelt graduation speeches. The book also addresses how to handle unexpected
challenges during the ceremony.

8. Guiding the Future: Graduation Speeches That Empower Students
This book emphasizes the principal’s role in empowering graduates to face the future with
confidence. It provides speech templates focused on motivation, goal-setting, and overcoming
obstacles. Readers will find advice on tailoring messages to different student demographics and
school cultures.

9. Traditions and Transitions: The Art of the Principal’s Graduation Speech
Focusing on the balance between honoring tradition and embracing change, this book helps
principals create speeches that resonate with all stakeholders. It discusses how to incorporate
school history while inspiring students to look forward. The book also includes examples of speeches
that successfully blend nostalgia and hope.
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Putting admirable rationales of university education into practice is never easy. While it is popular to
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emphasize market values and competitive rankings, moral values and ideals sound way too lofty
nowadays. Under tensions on campus and in society, the head of a university takes the role of
striking a balance as skilfully as possible. Professor Joseph Sung is no exception to all these
challenges. He has been enjoying university life with teachers and students, going through ups and
downs with them. This book, a collection of 57 blog articles by Professor Sung during his tenure as
the seventh ViceChancellor of The Chinese University of Hong Kong, tells us the stories. He talks
about higher education and social responsibility, pathways and choices our youths make, the visions
he had and the challenges he faced, and life values which he wishes his students could take
seriously. Though generations come and go, he still cares that they live a simple, noble and humble
life. He hopes we care too.
  principal speech at graduation: Passing the Principal TExES Exam Elaine L. Wilmore,
2014-12-10 The ultimate practice book—your secret weapon for the toughest test in Texas! This
carefully curated collection of TExES practice tests, each field-tested for accuracy, is designed to
show you where you need to improve—and how to do it to pass the TExES exam. Start by thinking
like a test developer, learning the exam’s framework inside and out. Then move on to seven practice
tests with answers, plus Rationales explaining why correct answers are correct Tables and figures
geared for visual and kinesthetic learners “Important Points to Remember” at the end of each test
Test-taking strategies Guidance for creating a personal success plan Important notice: A few
answers have been corrected and the errata sheet can be found at Elaine's website:
http://www.elainewilmore.com/.
  principal speech at graduation: The Principal's Legal Handbook Kenneth E. Lane, 2008 The
Principal's Legal Handbook contains information and recommendations for practice in four areas.
Students and the Law yields interesting and informative answers on a number of issues related to
students and the law: recent issues in schools relative to students' rights; the use of technology; and
the latest case law and commentary on students' First, Fourth, and Fourteenth Amendment rights.
Special Education and the Law provides an overview of federal disability law as it applies to public
schools today: Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the
Individuals with Disabilities Act. Teachers and the Law discusses academic freedom, teacher
supervision and student injuries, sexual harassment in the workplace, censorship, teacher
performance evaluations, documentation for teacher improvement, dismissal procedures, and
teacher certification.Schools and the Law highlights current legal issues faced by public schools,
specifically addressing religion in schools, curricular issues, alternative dispute resolution,
desegregation, and affirmative action among other topics. --Publisher description.
  principal speech at graduation: Black Boy (SparkNotes Literature Guide) SparkNotes,
2014-08-12 Black Boy (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Richard Wright Making the reading
experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes is a new breed of
study guide: smarter, better, faster.Geared to what today's students need to know, SparkNotes
provides:chapter-by-chapter analysis explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols a review quiz
and essay topics Lively and accessible, these guides are perfect for late-night studying and writing
papers.
  principal speech at graduation: Community Volunteers in Japan Lynne Y. Nakano, 2005
Based on extensive original research, this book explores the reality of volunteering in an urban
residential Japanese neighbourhood.
  principal speech at graduation: Just Touching the Memory Lyudmila Noble, 2013-06-19
Lyudmila Noble, the author of the book Just Touching the Memory was born in a family of a
well-known doctor in the former Soviet Union. From her very childhood she was introduced to the
notions of humanism and altruism which were presented to her by her father. Lyudmila Nobles
father was her mentor and her role model. In the former Soviet Union Lyudmila received her
education as linguist, educator and military nurse. She majored in English/German. Later she got
her Masters Degree in Social Work in New York, USA. In her book she invites her potential readers
to think, to analyze and to understand about the reasons which made Soviet people to leave their



country. As everyone is aware nobody leaves and departs from a good life. On the surface her main
character had a great career, house, family, children, husband But that was the tip of the iceberg.
The underlying reason for her departure from the former Soviet Union was deep down and deeply
hidden from the eyes of the bystanders. In her book she tried to capture the most significant events
which led the country to the collapse and made an impact of the destinies of the citizens of that
country greatly Being a sensitive author, she wants to say in her book, My freedom is finishing when
your freedom ends. As a matter of fact, in the former USSR the notions will and freedom were not
separated. The authorities did everything what they wanted to do in spite of the fact that they hurt
constantly Soviet people the people of values and dignity. The main purpose of this book is that very
fact that the author intended to introduce relatively newly arrived Russian-speaking community to
the American Society. To break stereotypes about Russians as the rigid people who came from the
cold freezing country with similar personalities, instead she shows the real Russians in the US.
  principal speech at graduation: Being and Becoming European in Poland Marysia H.
Galbraith, 2015-03-15 Overthrowing communism in 1989 and joining the European Union in 2004,
the Polish people hold loyalties to region, country and now continent – even as the definition of what
it means to be ‘European’ remains unclear. Paying particular attention to those who came of age in
the earliest years of the neoliberal and democratic transformations, this book uses the life-story
narratives of rural and urban southern Poles to reveal how ‘being European’ is considered a
fundamental component of ‘being Polish’ while participants are simultaneously ‘becoming
European’. Ultimately, this study demonstrates how the EU is regarded as both an idea and an
instrument, and how ordinary citizens make choices that influence the shape of European identity
and the legitimacy of its institutions.
  principal speech at graduation: Cheating Our Kids Joe Williams, 2014-12-09 A powerful and
hard-hitting expose of how selfishness, expediency, and greed undermine our schools and our
children's future--and what can be done about it
  principal speech at graduation: Religious Liberty and the Bill of Rights United States.
Congress. House. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on the Constitution, 1996
  principal speech at graduation: Summary of Betty Smith's A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
Milkyway Media, 2024-01-22 Get the Summary of Betty Smith's A Tree Grows in Brooklyn in 20
minutes. Please note: This is a summary & not the original book. Betty Smith's A Tree Grows in
Brooklyn follows Francie Nolan's life in early 20th-century Brooklyn. Francie's childhood is marked
by poverty, but she finds solace in reading and her vivid imagination. Her father, Johnny, is a singing
waiter with a drinking problem, and her mother, Katie, is a janitress who instills the importance of
education in her children...
  principal speech at graduation: Dependency and Directionality Marcel den Dikken,
2018-07-05 An integrated understanding of structure building, movement and locality couched in a
syntactic theory constructing trees from the top down.
  principal speech at graduation: The Principal's Legal Handbook William E. Camp, 2000 This
handbook for elementary and secondary school principals contains several chapters on topics
important to building level administrators. Each chapter summarizes relevant state and federal court
decisions and statutes, concluding with recommendations for practice. The handbook is divided into
four sections: students and the law, special education and the law, teachers and the law, and school
and the law. The first section contains seven chapters on topics covering the First (expression),
Fourth (search and seizure), and Fourteenth (procedural and substantive due process) Amendments;
student discipline; child abuse; student-to-student sexual harassment; and student records. The
second section contains seven chapters on topics that cover the federal laws protecting students
with disabilities and recent relevant cases in which the courts have interpreted those statutes as
they apply to student discipline and transition, parents' rights, infectious diseases, and physical
access. The third section contains seven chapters covering topics related to teachers' rights and
responsibilities: student injury, sexual harassment, academic freedom, performance evaluations,
documentation and dismissal, and certification (licensure). The final section contains 10 chapters



covering a variety of legal issues which principals commonly face: religious activities and
instruction, copyright, affirmative action, school desegregation, and finance. The section also covers
charter schools and alternative dispute resolution, and ends with a chapter on new directions in
school law. The fifty-one authors of the chapters are either practicing attorney, professors of
education, or university administrators who teach and write in the area of school law. (PKP)
  principal speech at graduation: The Oldest Rule Christopher B. Gilbert, 2014 This book could
save you $1 million! OK, maybe not - but some school districts have spent that much defending
themselves (and not always successfully) in First Amendment lawsuits brought by students and their
parents. First Amendment litigation is on the rise across the nation, and as any principal who has sat
through a deposition in one of those cases can tell you, the raw emotions and zealous anger that
fuels such disputes can become a massive distraction from your real job of running a school. The
Oldest Rule is a comprehensive examination of the different First Amendment issues involving
students that public school administrators and attorneys are increasingly facing on daily basis. We
will look at such topics as school prayer, dress codes, student threats and cyberbullying, the
distribution of literature, the use of public facilities by outside groups, the celebration of religious
holidays, and the rise of esoteric religions and their impact in the public schools. Written by Chris
Gilbert, an attorney with over twenty-one years' experience advising and representing school
districts - big and small, urban and rural -- this book combines discussions of the legal standards and
key case decisions with practical advice and hypotheticals.
  principal speech at graduation: Graduation Day for Baby Bear Pasquale De Marco,
2025-05-16 On Graduation Day, Baby Bear stands tall, filled with pride and excitement, as a new
chapter of life unfolds before him. This heartwarming story captures the essence of this special
milestone, celebrating the culmination of a year filled with learning, friendship, and personal
growth. Join Baby Bear on his graduation day adventure as he experiences a joyous celebration filled
with laughter, cheers, and the love of family and friends. Follow Baby Bear as he prepares for the
ceremony, his heart filled with anticipation and excitement. Witness the transformation of the school
into a vibrant and festive space, adorned with colorful decorations and buzzing with the energy of
proud parents, teachers, and fellow graduates. Share in the joy as Baby Bear receives his diploma, a
symbol of his hard work and dedication throughout the year. The story beautifully portrays the
transformative power of education, highlighting Baby Bear's growth and development as he embarks
on a new chapter in his life. Through engaging storytelling and vibrant illustrations, children will
relate to Baby Bear's excitement and anticipation as he looks forward to the future with boundless
possibilities. Graduation Day for Baby Bear is a delightful tale that celebrates the achievements of
young learners and the unwavering support of loved ones. With its positive message and
heartwarming illustrations, it is a perfect read for preschoolers and early readers. Join Baby Bear on
his special day as he takes a step forward into a world of learning, friendship, and endless
opportunities. This beautifully illustrated book is a celebration of the joy and excitement of
graduation day, a milestone that marks the beginning of a new chapter in a child's life. It is a story
that will resonate with children and adults alike, reminding us of the importance of education,
perseverance, and the unwavering support of loved ones. If you like this book, write a review on
google books!
  principal speech at graduation: Skits That Teach Eddie James, Tommy Woodard,
2010-02-23 I’ve watched the Skit Guys for more than 10 years; Eddie and Tommy are storytellers.
They were telling stories before storytelling was all the rage. In their latest book, the Skit Guys let
us peek inside their incredibly creative minds.”-Allen Jackson, New Orleans Seminary“When it
comes to skits, the Skit Guys have the corner market on the good stuff. They are engaging, thought
provoking and hilarious without being cheesy or cliché. Their unique style is clean, clever, clear, and
... funny! You can’t go wrong with these two.” -Darren Whitehead, Director of Next Gen Ministries,
Willow Creek Community Church“I’ve been in student ministry for over 30 years, and the Skit Guys
are pretty much the greatest skit guys ever. Here’s another resource from the chimerical minds of
Eddie and Tommy that will help us youth workers in the trenches. This book will aid you greatly in



your continuous pursuit of excellence in the world of drama. In other words, buy this freaking
book!”-Bob Johns, First Woodway, Waco, Texas (the guy that gave them their first gig)35
CHEESE-FREE SKITSIf you’re looking for fun and creative ways to involve your students in learning,
you can stop looking. Skits That Teach provides you and your students everything you need to act
out funny and compelling skits with total confidence.Search by topic or by group size to find the
perfect comedic or dramatic sketch to help illustrate a point or just start a dialogue. The Skit Guys,
Eddie James and Tommy Woodard, have tested these skits on teenagers around the country, and
they’ve brought together some of the best for this great resource. Plus they give you everything you
need for each skit—overview, characters, location, Scripture reference, props, direction pointers,
and a complete script.The Skit Guys avoid the cheesy dialogues and scenes typically found in
Christian dramas and instead bring fun characters, witty scripts, and entertaining situations to their
skits, all categorized by:• Skits for Idiots (it would take an idiot not to be able to do them right!)•
Monologues• Duets/Ensembles• Comedy• Drama• Scripture ReadingsTHE SKIT GUYS are Eddie
James and Tommy Woodard, two high school friends who love to communicate God’s Word in
dynamic and captivating ways through the use of drama, teaching, and comedy. They’ve been
involved in various ministries and impacting lives for more than a decade. The duo has written
numerous dramas, plays, and humorous skits that cover a wide variety of topics.They’re the authors
of Instant Skits along with their own Skit Guys resources. Eddie James has coauthored four volumes
of the Videos That Teach series with Doug Fields.
  principal speech at graduation: The Richard Wright Encyclopedia Jerry W. Ward, Robert J.
Butler, 2008-06-30 Richard Wright is one of the most important African American writers. He is also
one of the most prolific. Best known as the author of Native Son, he wrote 7 novels; 2 collections of
short fiction; an autobiography; more than 250 newspaper articles, book reviews, and occasional
essays; some 4,000 verses; a photo-documentary; and 3 travel books. By attacking the taboos and
hypocrisy that other writers had failed to address, he revolutionized American literature and created
a disturbing and realistic portrait of the African American experience. This encyclopedia is a guide
to his vast and influential body of works.
  principal speech at graduation: International Comparative Perspectives on Religion and
Education Charl C. Wolhuter, Corene de Wet, 2014-05-31 This book scrutinises religion in
education in ten countries. It reveals much about the tension between religion and education in
secular countries, and the blending between religion and education in religious countries, such as
Iran and Malaysia, as well as secular countries such as the Netherlands. It also shows the important
role the church currently plays in education in developing countries, such as Tanzania.
  principal speech at graduation: Trouble in Mind Leon F. Litwack, 1999-07-27 A searing
history of life under Jim Crow that recalls the bloodiest and most repressive period in the history of
race relations in the United States—and the painful record of discrimination that haunts us to this
day. From the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Been in the Storm So Long. The stain of Jim Crow
runs deep in 20th-century America.... Its effects remain the nation's most pressing business. Trouble
in Mind is an absolutely essential account of its dreadful history and calamitous legacy. —The
Washington Post In April 1899, Black laborer Sam Hose killed his white boss in self-defense.
Wrongly accused of raping the man's wife, Hose was mutilated, stabbed, and burned alive in front of
2,000 cheering whites. His body was sold piecemeal to souvenir seekers; an Atlanta grocery
displayed his knuckles in its front window for a week. Drawing on new documentation and
first-person accounts, Litwack describes the injustices—both institutional and personal—inflicted
against a people. Here, too, are the Black men and women whose activism, literature, and music
preserved the genius of the human spirit.
  principal speech at graduation: In the Snare of the Fowler Dale Patterson, 2007-08 City
folk pass through one stop light towns often not understanding their charms. They shudder to think
of ever living in such a hick address, away from the glitter, glamour, and sophistication of the
American metropolitan sprawl. Surprisingly, while rural America is an endangered species, the
people that dwell there face many of the same joys and heartaches as city folk. Only the context is



changed. In the Snare of the Fowler is a reminiscence of life beyond the stoplight. The stories of the
people-at Little League games, Easter Sunrise Services, funerals, high school graduations, county
fairs-shed endearing light on life in our small towns. A city-dweller tells these remembrances when
by a great surprise he became a parish pastor in just such a town. Rather than being horrified by the
tiny dot on the map, he fell in love with the people, and the life in a one-stoplight town.
  principal speech at graduation: Adoption Is for a Lifetime ,
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