
preservation society of asheville

preservation society of asheville is a cornerstone organization dedicated to safeguarding the rich historical
and architectural heritage of Asheville, North Carolina. Established to promote awareness and conservation
of Asheville’s unique cultural landmarks, the preservation society of Asheville plays a vital role in
protecting historic buildings, neighborhoods, and sites that define the city’s identity. This article explores the
history, mission, and activities of the preservation society of Asheville, highlighting its impact on community
engagement and urban development. Readers will gain insight into how this organization collaborates with
local authorities, residents, and preservationists to maintain Asheville’s architectural integrity and cultural
legacy. Additionally, the article provides an overview of notable preservation projects and educational
programs that foster public appreciation of historic preservation. The following sections will detail the
preservation society’s origins, key initiatives, and ongoing efforts to balance growth with conservation in
Asheville.
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History and Mission of the Preservation Society of Asheville

The preservation society of Asheville was founded in response to growing concerns about the rapid urban
development and potential loss of historic structures in Asheville. Since its inception, the organization has
been committed to preserving the architectural heritage and cultural history of the region. Its mission centers
on advocating for the protection of historic sites, promoting heritage education, and fostering community
involvement in preservation efforts. The society works closely with local government, historians, and
preservation experts to identify and safeguard properties of historical significance. Its foundational goals
include maintaining the character of Asheville’s neighborhoods, encouraging adaptive reuse of historic buildings,
and raising public awareness about the value of preservation.

Founding and Early Milestones

The preservation society of Asheville was established in the mid-20th century as Asheville experienced
significant growth and modernization. Early milestones included successful campaigns to prevent demolition of
several landmark buildings and the establishment of local historic districts. Over time, the organization
expanded its scope to include advocacy for preservation-friendly policies and the creation of educational
resources for the community. These efforts laid the groundwork for Asheville’s reputation as a city that
values its historical assets.

Core Objectives and Values

The core objectives of the preservation society of Asheville focus on protecting the city’s historic fabric



while promoting sustainable development. The society values authenticity, architectural integrity, and
community heritage. It champions the idea that preserving historic sites enhances quality of life, supports
tourism, and strengthens local identity. Through strategic partnerships and public outreach, the society
endeavors to integrate preservation principles into broader urban planning and cultural initiatives.

Key Preservation Projects and Initiatives

The preservation society of Asheville has been instrumental in spearheading numerous preservation projects
that safeguard the city’s historical landmarks. These initiatives encompass restoration efforts, heritage
designation campaigns, and adaptive reuse programs that breathe new life into aging structures. The society’s
projects often serve as models for balancing historic preservation with contemporary needs, ensuring that
Asheville’s past remains an active part of its present and future.

Notable Restoration Efforts

Significant restoration projects led or supported by the preservation society include the rehabilitation of
historic homes, commercial buildings, and cultural sites. These efforts often involve meticulous research,
collaboration with preservation architects, and adherence to best practices in conservation. Restorations
not only preserve architectural details but also enhance the usability and safety of historic properties,
making them viable for modern occupancy.

Historic District Designations

The society has played a key role in the establishment and expansion of multiple historic districts within
Asheville. These designated areas protect clusters of historic buildings and landscapes through regulatory
measures that guide alterations and new development. Historic district designations help maintain the aesthetic
cohesion and historical significance of neighborhoods, while also providing opportunities for heritage tourism
and community pride.

Adaptive Reuse Programs

Adaptive reuse is a central strategy employed by the preservation society of Asheville to ensure that historic
buildings continue to contribute to the community’s vitality. By promoting the conversion of old structures
for new purposes—such as turning former industrial sites into residential lofts or cultural venues—the
society supports sustainable practices that reduce waste and preserve the historical narrative embedded in the
built environment.

Community Engagement and Educational Programs

Engaging the public is a fundamental aspect of the preservation society of Asheville’s work. The organization
offers a variety of educational programs, workshops, and events designed to increase awareness and
appreciation of historic preservation. These initiatives empower residents, property owners, and students to
participate actively in conserving Asheville’s heritage.



Public Workshops and Lectures

The society regularly hosts workshops and lecture series that cover topics such as historic architecture,
preservation techniques, and local history. These events provide valuable learning opportunities for diverse
audiences, including homeowners interested in maintaining historic properties and professionals in the
preservation field. Through expert presentations and interactive sessions, participants gain practical
knowledge and deepen their connection to Asheville’s cultural landscape.

Heritage Tours and Events

Guided tours of historic neighborhoods, buildings, and landmarks are organized to showcase Asheville’s rich
architectural diversity and historical significance. Seasonal events, such as heritage festivals and open house
days, invite the community to explore preserved sites and learn about their stories. These programs foster a
sense of stewardship and encourage ongoing support for preservation efforts.

Educational Outreach and Partnerships

The preservation society of Asheville collaborates with schools, universities, and cultural institutions to
integrate preservation education into curricula and community projects. These partnerships help cultivate the
next generation of preservation advocates and professionals. Educational outreach emphasizes the importance
of historic preservation in shaping a sustainable and culturally vibrant community.

Challenges and Future Directions

Despite its successes, the preservation society of Asheville faces ongoing challenges related to urban
development pressures, funding limitations, and evolving community needs. Balancing growth with preservation
requires continuous adaptation and strategic planning to protect historic resources while accommodating
change. The society remains committed to addressing these challenges through innovative approaches and
strengthened community alliances.

Development Pressures and Preservation Conflicts

As Asheville continues to grow, new construction and redevelopment projects sometimes pose threats to
historic sites and neighborhoods. The preservation society actively monitors development proposals and
advocates for solutions that respect historic character. Negotiating these conflicts involves working with
developers, planners, and policymakers to find mutually beneficial outcomes.

Funding and Resource Constraints

Securing adequate funding for preservation projects and programs is a persistent concern. The society relies on
grants, donations, and membership support to finance its activities. Expanding fundraising efforts and exploring
innovative financing mechanisms are priorities to ensure the sustainability of preservation initiatives.



Embracing Technology and Innovation

Looking forward, the preservation society of Asheville is exploring the use of technology to enhance
documentation, interpretation, and community engagement. Digital archives, virtual tours, and interactive
educational tools offer new ways to connect with broader audiences and preserve historical information for
future generations.

Impact on Asheville’s Urban Landscape

The preservation society of Asheville has had a profound influence on the city’s urban landscape, shaping its
character and fostering a vibrant sense of place. Through its advocacy and projects, the society has helped
maintain the distinct architectural styles and historic ambiance that attract residents and visitors alike. The
integration of preservation principles into urban planning has contributed to Asheville’s reputation as a
community that honors its past while embracing sustainable development.

Enhancement of Cultural Identity

Preservation efforts reinforce Asheville’s cultural identity by celebrating its unique history and
architectural heritage. The society’s work ensures that historic landmarks remain visible and accessible,
serving as tangible reminders of the city’s evolution. This cultural continuity enriches community life and
strengthens local pride.

Economic and Tourism Benefits

Historic preservation contributes to Asheville’s economy by supporting heritage tourism, creating jobs related
to restoration and maintenance, and increasing property values. Visitors drawn to the city’s historic sites
contribute to local businesses and services. The preservation society’s role in maintaining these assets directly
supports economic vitality.

Promotion of Sustainable Urban Development

By advocating for the rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of existing buildings, the preservation society
promotes sustainable development practices. Preserving historic structures reduces the environmental impact
of demolition and new construction, conserving resources and energy. This approach aligns with broader goals
of creating resilient and livable urban environments.

Preservation of historic architecture and neighborhoods

Educational programs fostering community involvement

Collaboration with local government and stakeholders

Balancing urban growth with heritage conservation

Promotion of sustainable and adaptive reuse practices



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Preservation Society of Asheville?

The Preservation Society of Asheville is a nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting, preserving, and
promoting the historic architecture and cultural heritage of Asheville, North Carolina.

When was the Preservation Society of Asheville founded?

The Preservation Society of Asheville was founded in 1974 to advocate for the conservation of Asheville's
historic buildings and neighborhoods.

What are some key projects undertaken by the Preservation Society of
Asheville?

Key projects include advocating for the preservation of historic districts, restoring landmark buildings, and
providing educational programs about Asheville's architectural history.

How can I get involved with the Preservation Society of Asheville?

You can get involved by becoming a member, volunteering for events and restoration projects, attending
educational programs, or donating to support their preservation efforts.

Does the Preservation Society of Asheville offer tours or events?

Yes, the society regularly offers historic home tours, lectures, workshops, and community events to educate
the public about Asheville's heritage.

What areas or neighborhoods does the Preservation Society of Asheville
focus on?

The society focuses on historic neighborhoods such as Montford, Grove Park, and Kenilworth, as well as
significant architectural landmarks throughout Asheville.

How does the Preservation Society of Asheville contribute to the local
community?

The society helps maintain Asheville's unique character, supports local heritage tourism, educates residents
and visitors, and advocates for sustainable preservation policies.

Additional Resources
1. Guardians of Heritage: The Preservation Society of Asheville
This book delves into the founding and evolution of the Preservation Society of Asheville, highlighting its
pivotal role in protecting the city’s historic architecture and cultural landmarks. It offers a detailed
narrative of key campaigns and restoration projects, showcasing how community activism shaped Asheville’s
unique character. Richly illustrated with photographs and archival documents, the book is a tribute to local
heritage advocates.

2. Asheville’s Architectural Legacy: Stories from the Preservation Society
Focusing on the diverse architectural styles preserved throughout Asheville, this volume presents case
studies of notable buildings saved by the Preservation Society. It explores the historical contexts of these



structures and the challenges faced in maintaining their integrity. The book also features interviews with
architects, historians, and society members who share their passion for conservation.

3. Preserving Asheville: A Community’s Commitment to History
This title chronicles the grassroots efforts and community involvement that have driven preservation
initiatives in Asheville over the decades. It highlights the collaboration between the Preservation Society,
local government, and residents, emphasizing the social and cultural impacts of preservation. The narrative
underscores the balance between development and conservation in a growing city.

4. The Preservation Society of Asheville: Protecting Southern Heritage
Exploring the broader Southern heritage, this book situates Asheville’s preservation efforts within regional
trends and influences. It examines how the Preservation Society has contributed to safeguarding not only
buildings but also traditions and landscapes unique to the Southern Appalachians. The book is a valuable
resource for understanding the intersection of history, culture, and preservation.

5. Historic Asheville: A Photographic Journey with the Preservation Society
A visually stunning collection, this book showcases historic and contemporary photographs documenting
Asheville’s transformation. Curated by the Preservation Society, it captures the beauty of restored
landmarks and contrasts them with images of sites before preservation. The book serves as both an artistic
tribute and an educational tool for heritage appreciation.

6. Saving Asheville’s Past: The Role of the Preservation Society in Urban Renewal
This book analyzes the critical period of urban renewal when many historic neighborhoods faced demolition. It
details how the Preservation Society mobilized to protect Asheville’s architectural treasures from
destruction. The work offers insight into the strategies employed and the lasting legacy of these efforts on the
city’s urban landscape.

7. Asheville’s Preservation Society: Champions of Cultural Continuity
Focusing on the cultural programs and educational outreach led by the Preservation Society, this book
highlights how the organization fosters a deeper public connection to Asheville’s heritage. It includes stories
about festivals, lectures, and workshops that celebrate local history and traditions. The narrative
illustrates the society’s role in sustaining cultural continuity alongside physical preservation.

8. Blueprints and Battlefields: The Preservation Society of Asheville’s Historic Challenges
This title offers an in-depth look at some of the most contentious and challenging preservation battles
undertaken by the society. From controversial development projects to natural disasters, the book reveals the
complexities of protecting heritage in a dynamic environment. It provides a behind-the-scenes perspective on
advocacy, negotiation, and resilience.

9. Echoes of Asheville: Oral Histories Preserved by the Preservation Society
A compilation of oral histories collected and preserved by the society, this book brings personal narratives to
the forefront of Asheville’s historical record. It features voices from longtime residents, preservationists, and
community leaders, offering diverse perspectives on the city’s past and the importance of preservation. The book
emphasizes the human stories that give meaning to historic places.
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  preservation society of asheville: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2003
  preservation society of asheville: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section
170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 , 1987
  preservation society of asheville: Asheville's River Arts District Rob Neufeld, Henry Neufeld,
2008 In the early days, the River Arts District was home to Cherokees; the estate of Asheville's first
millionaire, James McConnell Smith; and the Southern Railroad Depot. It was also known as
Asheville's first industrial district; one of the area's most vibrant African American communities,
which has since been decimated by urban renewal; and the base of prominent grassroots
organizations such as RiverLink, Mountain Housing Opportunities, the West-End Clingman Avenue
neighborhood, and the River District Artists. In 1989, Asheville's citizens developed a long-range
revitalization plan for the city. As Asheville boomed in the early 1990s, the River Arts District lagged
behind. In 1995, fire destroyed the district's most prominent landmark, the Asheville Cotton Mill,
prompting a phoenix-like renaissance.
  preservation society of asheville: Preservation Yellow Pages National Trust for Historic
Preservation in the United States, 1997 An indispensable resource tool for first-time homeowners,
do-it-yourselfers, and anyone who loves old buildings.--Bob Yapp, host of the PBS series About Your
House with Bob Yapp. Preservation Yellow Pages is the only national directory of contact data and
information on preservation resources--detailed coverage of the procedures, programs, and
organizations that can help you make preservation happen. This Revised Edition features a
streamlined format, expanded state-by-state listings, preservation Web sites, and updated sources of
assistance on rural preservation, low-income housing, and legal and financial services. Eliminate the
guesswork with this one-stop reference and save time, energy--and our priceless heritage.
  preservation society of asheville: Asheville's Albemarle Park Stacy A. Merten and Robert
O. Sauer, 2014 Albemarle Park was envisioned as a picturesque mountainside resort in north
Asheville. It was a great success due to the collaborative efforts of railroad executive William Greene
Raoul and his son Thomas; Bradford Gilbert, architect of New York City's first skyscraper; and
Samuel Parsons Jr., landscape architect for the City of New York. The Manor and its surrounding
cottages served as an alternative to standard late-19th-century Asheville hotels and boardinghouses.
Dances, plays, bowling, archery, golf, motoring, and equestrian events were available for guests to
enjoy, and meals were sourced from The Manor's own farm. Notable guests of The Manor included
Eleanor Roosevelt and Grace Kelly. It was also a film set for The Last of the Mohicans. Consisting of
enchanting architecture and romantic landscaping, Albemarle Park was listed in the National
Register of Historic Places in 1977 and as a local historic district in 1989. Through family archives,
private collections, and ephemera, Asheville's Albemarle Park showcases the history of this
significant Asheville neighborhood.
  preservation society of asheville: Directory, Historical Agencies in North America , 1986
  preservation society of asheville: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue Service, 1989
  preservation society of asheville: Directory of Historical Organizations in the United
States and Canada American Association for State and Local History, 2002 This multi-functional
reference is a useful tool to find information about history-related organizations and programs and
to contact those working in history across the country.
  preservation society of asheville: Old House Interiors , 2000-12 National architectural
magazine now in its fifteenth year, covering period-inspired design 1700–1950. Commissioned
photographs show real homes, inspired by the past but livable. Historical and interpretive rooms are
included; new construction, additions, and new kitchens and baths take their place along with
restoration work. A feature on furniture appears in every issue. Product coverage is extensive.
Experts offer advice for homeowners and designers on finishing, decorating, and furnishing period
homes of every era. A garden feature, essays, archival material, events and exhibitions, and book
reviews round out the editorial. Many readers claim the beautiful advertising—all of it



design-related, no “lifestyle” ads—is as important to them as the articles.
  preservation society of asheville: Asheville's Historic Architecture Richard Hansley,
2011-05-31 Asheville: an architectural gem of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Known for its architectural
diversity and intriguing Art Deco style, Asheville has been fortunate in attracting brilliant architects
who have created lasting testaments in brick and stone with imaginative foresight and design
expertise. Local architectural enthusiast Richard Hansley recounts the history behind dozens of
Asheville's most prominent buildings and historical neighborhoods in Asheville's Historic
Architecture. Discover how Douglas Ellington, Richard Sharp Smith, James Vester Miller and Tony
Lord influenced this busy metropolis, as landmarks like the Jackson Building, the Grove Park Inn and
the Art Deco City Building were constructed along the city's thriving streets. These buildings have
stood the test of time and remain as breathtaking in concept and appearance today as when first
completed.
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States R.R. Bowker company, 2003
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