
primacy effect psychology definition
primacy effect psychology definition refers to a cognitive phenomenon where individuals tend to
better remember and give more importance to the first items in a series than those presented later.
This psychological effect is a critical concept within cognitive psychology, especially in the study of
memory, learning, and perception. Understanding the primacy effect helps explain how information is
processed, stored, and recalled in human memory. It also provides insight into decision-making,
impression formation, and communication strategies. This article will explore the primacy effect
psychology definition in detail, examining its origins, theoretical explanations, real-world applications,
and its distinction from related phenomena. The discussion will also highlight experimental evidence
supporting the effect and its implications in various fields such as education, marketing, and social
psychology.
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Definition and Theoretical Background of the Primacy
Effect
The primacy effect in psychology is fundamentally the tendency for people to recall the first items in a
list more effectively than those in the middle or end. This effect is often observed in serial position
tasks, where participants are asked to remember sequences of information such as words, numbers,
or objects. It is one component of the broader serial position effect, which also includes the recency
effect—better recall of the last items in a sequence.

Historically, the primacy effect was first identified through research on memory and learning
processes, dating back to early experiments in the 19th and 20th centuries. These studies
demonstrated that the position of information within a sequence significantly influences how well it is
encoded into long-term memory. The primacy effect suggests that initial items receive more cognitive
resources, leading to stronger encoding and more durable memory traces.

Origins in Memory Research
The concept of the primacy effect emerged from foundational work on human memory by
psychologists such as Hermann Ebbinghaus and later researchers who examined serial recall.
Ebbinghaus’s pioneering studies on memory curves laid the groundwork for understanding how
information retention varies over time and by position.



Subsequent research refined the definition of the primacy effect, distinguishing it from other memory
phenomena and demonstrating its robustness across different types of stimuli and experimental
conditions.

Role within the Serial Position Effect
The primacy effect is an essential aspect of the serial position effect, which describes the tendency to
recall items at the beginning and end of a list better than those in the middle. While the primacy
effect relates to enhanced encoding of early items, the recency effect is attributed to the temporary
retention of later items in short-term memory.

This dual phenomenon underscores the complexities of human memory systems and highlights the
distinct cognitive processes involved in encoding and retrieval.

Psychological Mechanisms Underlying the Primacy
Effect
The primacy effect psychology definition is closely tied to specific cognitive mechanisms that explain
why early items in a series are better remembered. These mechanisms involve attention, rehearsal,
and the allocation of cognitive resources during learning.

Attention and Cognitive Resource Allocation
Early items in a sequence often benefit from increased attention because individuals are mentally
prepared to process new information at the beginning of a task. This heightened focus allows for
deeper encoding and better long-term storage of these initial elements.

As the sequence continues, cognitive resources may become depleted or divided, leading to less
effective encoding of subsequent items.

Rehearsal and Encoding into Long-Term Memory
Rehearsal plays a crucial role in the primacy effect. Early items have more opportunity for repetition
and rehearsal, which strengthens their transfer from short-term to long-term memory. This process is
less likely for middle or later items, which may receive less rehearsal time before the memory test or
recall task.

Distinct Memory Systems: Short-Term vs. Long-Term
The primacy effect is often linked to long-term memory encoding, whereas the recency effect is
associated with short-term or working memory. The initial items are rehearsed and consolidated into
long-term stores, making them more accessible during recall.

Understanding these different memory systems clarifies why the primacy effect consistently emerges
in various memory tasks.



Experimental Evidence and Studies on the Primacy
Effect
Numerous experiments have validated the primacy effect across different populations, stimuli types,
and methodological approaches. These studies have helped establish the reliability and boundary
conditions of the effect.

Classic Serial Position Experiments
Early research involved presenting participants with lists of words or numbers and asking them to
recall as many as possible. Results consistently showed superior recall of items at the beginning of
the list, confirming the primacy effect.

Variations in list length, presentation speed, and recall delay have further illuminated how the
primacy effect operates under different conditions.

Neuropsychological and Imaging Studies
Recent advances in neuroimaging techniques have allowed researchers to observe brain activity
associated with the primacy effect. Areas involved in attention, rehearsal, and memory consolidation,
such as the prefrontal cortex and hippocampus, show increased activation during the encoding of
early list items.

These findings provide biological support for the cognitive theories explaining the primacy effect.

Factors Influencing the Strength of the Primacy Effect

Presentation Rate: Slower presentation of items enhances the primacy effect by allowing
more rehearsal time.

List Length: Longer lists can strengthen the primacy effect due to increased spacing between
items.

Distraction: Interruptions during encoding can reduce the primacy effect by limiting rehearsal.

Individual Differences: Age, cognitive capacity, and memory abilities influence the
magnitude of the primacy effect.

Applications of the Primacy Effect in Everyday Life
The primacy effect psychology definition has practical implications in various domains, including
education, marketing, social interactions, and communication strategies.



Impact on Learning and Education
Educators utilize the primacy effect by structuring lessons to present critical information early,
maximizing students’ retention. Understanding this effect also informs study techniques, such as
prioritizing material learned at the beginning of a session.

Marketing and Advertising Strategies
Advertisers exploit the primacy effect by placing important brand messages or product information at
the start of commercials or presentations. This strategy increases the likelihood that consumers will
remember key details about a product or service.

Influence on Impression Formation and Social Perception
In social psychology, the primacy effect explains why first impressions tend to be enduring and
influential. The initial information received about a person often shapes overall judgments and
attitudes, affecting interpersonal relationships and decision-making.

Use in Legal and Professional Settings
Legal professionals must be aware of the primacy effect when presenting evidence or arguments,
ensuring that critical points are introduced early to impact juror memory. Similarly, in job interviews,
first impressions can heavily influence hiring decisions due to this cognitive bias.

Distinctions Between Primacy Effect and Related
Phenomena
While the primacy effect is a well-defined psychological concept, it is often confused with or related to
other memory and cognitive biases. Clarifying these distinctions is important for accurate application
and understanding.

Primacy Effect vs. Recency Effect
The primacy effect involves better recall of early items, whereas the recency effect refers to
enhanced memory for the most recently presented items. Both are components of the serial position
effect but rely on different memory systems and mechanisms.

Primacy Effect vs. Halo Effect
The halo effect is a judgment bias where an initial positive impression influences overall evaluation,
extending beyond memory recall. Although both involve first impressions, the primacy effect
specifically pertains to memory performance, while the halo effect concerns evaluative judgments.



Primacy Effect vs. Confirmation Bias
Confirmation bias is the tendency to seek or interpret information in a way that confirms preexisting
beliefs. While the primacy effect can influence initial beliefs, it is a distinct cognitive phenomenon
focused on memory encoding and recall.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primacy effect in psychology?
The primacy effect in psychology refers to the tendency for individuals to remember the first items in
a list better than those in the middle or end.

How does the primacy effect influence memory recall?
The primacy effect influences memory recall by enhancing the likelihood that information presented
at the beginning of a sequence is encoded into long-term memory, making it easier to remember
later.

What causes the primacy effect according to psychological
theories?
The primacy effect is caused by increased attention and rehearsal of the first items, allowing them to
be transferred into long-term memory more effectively than subsequent items.

How is the primacy effect different from the recency effect?
The primacy effect relates to better recall of initial information, while the recency effect pertains to
better recall of the most recently presented information, typically due to short-term memory
retention.

In what types of experiments is the primacy effect commonly
observed?
The primacy effect is commonly observed in serial position experiments where participants are asked
to remember lists of words or items presented sequentially.

Can the primacy effect impact real-life decision-making or
impression formation?
Yes, the primacy effect can impact real-life situations such as first impressions or decision-making,
where initial information disproportionately influences judgments and perceptions.



Additional Resources
1. The Primacy Effect in Psychology: Understanding First Impressions
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the primacy effect and its role in shaping human
cognition. It explores how initial information disproportionately influences memory and decision-
making processes. Readers will find experiments, real-life applications, and discussions on how first
impressions affect social and professional interactions.

2. Cognitive Biases and the Primacy Effect: A Psychological Perspective
Delving into the broader category of cognitive biases, this book highlights the primacy effect as a
crucial element in understanding human judgment. It examines the mechanisms behind the bias, its
neural underpinnings, and how it interacts with other cognitive biases. The text also provides
strategies for mitigating the primacy effect in critical thinking.

3. First Impressions Matter: The Science of the Primacy Effect
This accessible volume breaks down the science behind why first impressions hold such power in our
minds. It includes case studies from social psychology, marketing, and education to illustrate the
primacy effect’s impact. The book is suitable for both students and general readers interested in
psychology.

4. Memory and the Primacy Effect: How Early Information Shapes Our Thoughts
Focusing on memory research, this book explores how the primacy effect influences the encoding and
retrieval of information. It discusses classic experiments and modern findings that demonstrate the
lasting impact of initial data on recall accuracy. The book also covers practical implications for
learning and teaching strategies.

5. The Psychology of Ordering: Primacy and Recency Effects in Decision Making
This text investigates the interplay between primacy and recency effects, detailing their influence on
human choices. It provides insights into how the order of information presentation can alter
perceptions and behaviors in various settings, from jury deliberations to consumer behavior.

6. Primacy Effect and Social Perception: How First Impressions Shape Relationships
Exploring social psychology, this book examines the primacy effect’s role in forming impressions of
others. It discusses how early information about a person can bias subsequent evaluations and
interactions. The book also addresses methods for overcoming these biases to foster more accurate
social judgments.

7. Biases in Human Thinking: The Central Role of the Primacy Effect
This comprehensive guide highlights the primacy effect within the context of numerous cognitive
biases that affect human reasoning. It delves into psychological theories explaining why initial
information dominates, supported by experimental data. Readers will gain practical knowledge to
recognize and counteract biased thinking.

8. The Influence of First Information: Primacy Effect in Communication and Persuasion
This book analyzes the primacy effect in the realm of communication, marketing, and persuasion. It
explains how initial messages can set the tone for subsequent information processing and attitude
formation. The book offers valuable advice for professionals in advertising, public relations, and
negotiation.

9. Understanding Memory Biases: The Primacy Effect and Beyond
Targeting memory researchers and enthusiasts, this book examines the primacy effect alongside



other memory biases that shape human cognition. It provides a detailed review of empirical studies
and theoretical models. The text also discusses implications for eyewitness testimony, education, and
everyday decision-making.
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  primacy effect psychology definition: Encyclopedia of Social Psychology Roy F.
Baumeister, Kathleen D. Vohs, 2007-08-29 The set offers clear descriptions of commonly used and
sometimes misunderstood terms, e.g., cultural differences, authoritarian personality, and
neuroticism. The field has expanded since publication of The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Social
Psychology, ed. by A. Manstead and M. Hewstone et al. (CH, Jan ′96, 33-2457), and this work is a
valuable response to that. Summing Up: Recommended. All levels. —CHOICE Not long ago, social
psychology was a small field consisting of creative, energetic researchers bent on trying to study a
few vexing problems in normal adult human behavior with rigorous scientific methods. In a few
short decades, the field has blossomed into a major intellectual force, with thousands of researchers
worldwide exploring a stunningly diverse set of fascinating phenomena with an impressive arsenal of
research methods and ever more carefully honed theories. The Encyclopedia of Social Psychology is
designed as a road map to this rapidly growing and important field and provides individuals with a
simple, clear, jargon-free introduction. These two volumes include more than 600 entries chosen by
a diverse team of experts to comprise an exhaustive list of the most important concepts. Entries
provide brief, clear, and readable explanations to the vast number of ideas and concepts that make
up the intellectual and scientific content in the area of social psychology. Key Features Provides
background to each concept, explains what researchers are now doing with it, and discusses where
it stands in relation to other concepts in the field Translates jargon into plain, clear, everyday
language rather than speaking in the secret language of the discipline Offers contributions from
prominent, well-respected researchers extending over the many subfields of social psychology that
collectively have a truly amazing span of expertise Key Themes Action Control Antisocial Behaviors
Attitude Culture Emotions Evolution Groups Health History Influence Interpersonal Relationships
Judgment and Decision Making Methods Personality Prejudice Problem Behaviors Prosocial
Behaviors Self Social Cognition Subdisciplines The Encyclopedia of Social Psychology is the first
resource to present students, researchers, scholars, and practitioners with state-of-the-art research
and ready-to-use facts from this fascinating field. It is a must have resource for all academic
libraries.
  primacy effect psychology definition: The Dictionary of Psychology Raymond J. Corsini, 2002
With more than three times as many defined entries, biographies, illustrations, and appendices than
any other dictionary of psychology ever printed in the English language, Raymond Corsini's
Dictionary of Psychology is indeed a landmark resource. The most comprehensive, up-to-date
reference of its kind, the Dictionary also maintains a user-friendliness throughout. This combination
ensures that it will serve as the definitive work for years to come. With a clear and functional design,
and highly readable style, the Dictionary offers over 30,000 entries (including interdisciplinary terms
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and contemporary slang), more than 125 illustrations, as well as extensive cross-referencing of
entries. Ten supportive appendices, such as the Greek Alphabet, Medical Prescription Terms, and
biographies of more than 1,000 deceased contributors to psychology, further augment the
Dictionary's usefulness. Over 100 psychologists as well as numerous physicians participated as
consulting editors, and a dozen specialist consulting editors reviewed the material. Dr. Alan
Auerbach, the American Psychological Association's de facto dictionary expert, served as the senior
consulting editor. As a final check for comprehensiveness and accuracy, independent review editors
were employed to re-examine, re-review, and re-approve every entry.
  primacy effect psychology definition: Dictionary of Psychological Testing, Assessment and
Treatment Ian Stuart-Hamilton, 2007-06-15 Over 3000 definitions offer clear explanations of
statistical procedures commonly used in psychology; major psychometric and other psychological
tests; categories of mental illness, mental disability, and brain damage; frequently used medical
terms; basic neuroanatomy; and types of psychological therapies.
  primacy effect psychology definition: Applied Social Psychology Frank W. Schneider, Jamie
A. Gruman, Larry M. Coutts, 2011-10-26 This is an introduction to the field of applied social
psychology which looks at the nature of social psychological theory and how it is used to enhance
our understanding of social and practical issues. The book begins with separate chapters that define
the field, examine social psychological theory, review research methods, and consider the design
and evaluation of interventions. Subsequent content chapters focus on the application of social
psychological theory and knowledge to such areas as counseling, sports, media, health, education,
organizations, criminal justice, community, environment, and diversity. Key Features: * offers a
greater level of expertise with contributing authors to each chapter while ensuring unity of
perspective and approach in their writing style * balances theory and research methods and the role
they play in applied social psychology * provides broad coverage to give students a more thorough
appreciation of the scope of this field and the variety of social problems it addresses * includes a
Culture Context discussion in most chapters to highlight cross-cultural concerns and perspectives *
provides Focus on Research and Focus on Intervention boxes that provides students with a more in
depth appreciation of the processes of designing, executing, and evaluating research studies and
interventions. New to this Edition: * new separate chapters on personal relationships (chapter 15)
and applying social psychology to the classroom (chapter 16) * new cutting-edge research and topics
that explore social psychology in everyday life such as research on the effects of embedded sexual
content in the media, team goal-setting and social cohesion in teams, and new strategies for
inducing pro-environment behavior The Second Edition of Applied Social Psychology is reader
friendly and emphasizes the connection between academic material and the student′s real-world
experiences. It is designed for undergraduate students in the social and behavioral sciences studying
applied social psychology.
  primacy effect psychology definition: Social Psychology John D. DeLamater, Daniel J. Myers,
Jessica L. Collett, 2018-05-04 Written by well-known sociologists John D. DeLamater, Daniel J.
Myers, and Jessica L. Collett, this fully revised and updated edition of Social Psychology is a highly
accessible and engaging exploration of the question what is it that makes us who we are?. With
hundreds of real-world examples, figures, and photographs and grounded in the latest research, the
text explores such topics as self, attitudes, social influence, emotions, interpersonal attraction and
relationships, and collective behavior. The book also explains the methods that social psychologists
use to investigate human behavior in a social context and the theoretical perspectives that ground
the discipline. Each chapter is a self-contained unit for ease of use in any classroom.
  primacy effect psychology definition: Cognitive Psychology In and Out of the Laboratory
Kathleen M. Galotti, 2020
  primacy effect psychology definition: Critical Thinking in Psychology Robert J. Sternberg,
Henry L. Roediger, Diane F. Halpern, 2007 Explores key topics in psychology, showing how they can
be critically examined.
  primacy effect psychology definition: Introduction to Psychology ,



  primacy effect psychology definition: Psychology and Life Richard J Gerrig, Philip G
Zimbardo, Andrew J Campbell, Steven R Cumming, Fiona J Wilkes, 2015-05-20 Bringing the science
of psychology to life! The 2nd Australasian edition of Psychology and Life emphasises the science of
psychology, with a special focus on applying that science to students’ everyday lives. As a result, the
features of Psychology and Life support a central theme: psychology as a science, with a focus on
applying that science to real life experiences. Australasian research, examples and statistics help
make the theory even more relevant for today’s students. Psychology and Life 2e provides a
rigorous, research-centred survey of the discipline while offering students special features and
learning aids that will make the science of psychology relevant, spark their interest and excite their
imaginations.
  primacy effect psychology definition: A Dictionary of Media and Communication Daniel
Chandler, Rod Munday, 2020-02-21 This authoritative and up-to-date A-Z covers all aspects of
interpersonal, mass, and networked communication, including digital and mobile media, advertising,
journalism, and nonverbal communication. This new edition is particularly focused on expanding
coverage of social media terms, to reflect its increasing prominence to media and communication
studies as a whole. More than 2,000 entries have been revised, and over 500 new terms have been
added to reflect current theoretical terminology, including concepts such as artificial intelligence,
cisgender, fake news, hive mind, use theory, and wikiality. The dictionary also bridges the gap
between theory and practice, and contains many technical terms that are relevant to the
communication industry, including dialogue editing, news aggregator, and primary colour
correction. The text is complemented by biographical notes and extensively cross-referenced, while
web links supplement the entries. It is an indispensable guide for undergraduate students of media
and communication studies, and also for those taking related subjects such as television studies,
video production, communication design, visual communication, marketing communications,
semiotics, and cultural studies.
  primacy effect psychology definition: Social Psychology Saul Kassin, 2015-05-11
Distinguished by its current-events emphasis, strong diversity coverage, and engaging connections
drawn between social psychology and students' everyday lives, Social Psychology, Second Canadian
Edition, remains one of the most scholarly and well-written texts in its field. Integrating classic and
contemporary research, the text also includes comprehensive coverage of social cognition and
evolutionary psychology, and features authoritative applications of social psychology to the law, and
health. Canadian examples are thoroughly interwoven throughout this edition, delivering relevance
and enhancing engagement for readers. In addition, coverage of culture and diversity are integrated
into every chapter by Hazel Rose Markus, a leader and respected researcher in the study of cultural
psychology.
  primacy effect psychology definition: Social Psychology Richard Gross, Rob McIlveen,
2016-02-04 In everyday life we depend upon, interact with, influence are influenced by many people
in situations that range from brief single encounters to the special relationships we form with family
and close friends. Social interactions such as these are just a part of what make up social
psychology, the study of human social behaviour and thought. In 'Social Psychology', the authors
have incorporated the most recent theoretical developments and research findings and accounted
for more than a decade of growth and expansion in the discipline since the publication of
Pennington's 'Essential Social Psychology' (from which this book is descended). The result is a
wholly fresh textbook that provides a clear and readable introduction to this empirical discipline.
Assuming no prior knowledge, this book guides the reader through the main topic areas, providing
insights into the key theories, concepts, research and debates that define the field. Particular
attention is paid to how research is applied, with each chapter containing a section demonstrating
the application of social psychological findings in the contexts of education, law, health and
organisations. A summary of the main points and suggestions for further reading are included at the
end of each chapter. There are figures, tables and photographs provided throughout to encourage
visualisation and aid understanding.



  primacy effect psychology definition: Invitation to Psychology John P. Houston, Helen Bee,
David C. Rimm, 2013-10-22 Invitation to Psychology provides an introduction to fundamental
concepts in psychology. It seeks to address the need of both teachers and students by offering two
different kinds of chapters. The first variety covers the basic data and research within each of the
traditional areas of psychology. In these basic chapters, the authors provide up-to-date and complete
coverage of important developments in each area. The second type of chapter is innovative. These
exploring chapters examine some of the practical applications and implications of the findings
discussed in the basic chapters. These describe how basic psychological data are being used in the
outside world, and discuss ongoing, often controversial explorations into some frontier areas of
psychology. In other words, information about explorations and applications that is often scattered
through the pages of other texts is brought together into systematic chapters in this text. The
dual-chapter approach helps resolve the dilemma of differing expectations of teachers and students.
Key topics covered include the definition of psychology; the psychological basis of behavior;
sensation and perception; states of awareness; learning, memory, and cognition; motivation and
emotion; abnormal psychology and social behavior.
  primacy effect psychology definition: The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Mindfulness
Amanda Ie, Christelle T. Ngnoumen, Ellen J. Langer, 2014-04-14 The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of
Mindfulness brings together the latest multi-disciplinary research on mindfulness from a group of
international scholars: Examines the origins and key theories of the two dominant Western
approaches to mindfulness Compares, contrasts, and integrates insights from the social
psychological and Eastern-derived perspectives Discusses the implications for mindfulness across a
range of fields, including consciousness and cognition, education, creativity, leadership and
organizational behavior, law, medical practice and therapy, well-being, and sports 2 Volumes
  primacy effect psychology definition: Psychology GCSE Revision Guide for Edexcel Ali Abbas,
2019-01-15 If you’re studying for a GCSE in Psychology you’ll need a revision guide that tells you
everything you need to know. This accessible and interactive book covers all compulsory and all
optional topics on the GCSE Edexcel Psychology syllabus introduced in 2017, including
development, memory, psychological problems, brain and neuropsychology, social influence and
research methods. It summarises the specification material clearly and attractively, enabling you to
easily digest and retain the information ready for your exams. Packed full of revision ideas and
techniques designed to help you cement your knowledge, the book includes a number of unique and
helpful features, such as: Expert tips from an experienced senior examiner to clarify key points and
help you avoid making common errors Sample exam questions to aid practice Active learning tasks,
such as key definitions and word gaps Double page spreads outlining the studies you need to know,
and their strengths and weaknesses Coverage of the new compulsory mathematical element which
was brought into the specification in 2017 Perfect for revising psychological concepts, theories and
studies in relation to the three critical assessment objectives, Psychology GCSE Revision Guide for
Edexcel is an essential resource for anyone taking a psychology GCSE using the Edexcel
specification.
  primacy effect psychology definition: Essential Psychology R.B. Burns, 2008-04-06 While
this book is concerned with psychology let no reader believe that after studying it he or she will be a
budding psychologist. Only those elements of psychology which are central to the adequate
functioning of the professional in the health and allied caring services are covered. Many popular
topics, such as intelligence, memory, concept formation, will not be found within the covers of this
book. The objective of this book is to enable those professionals who have responsibility for the
well-being, health and care of others to develop insight into and to become more empathetic to the
needs, motivations, feelings and behaviour of their charges. An ancillary objective is that the readers
too might come to understand a little more about their own behaviour, particularly in relation to
their work situation. Patients in hospital, children in residential care, the elderly in the old folks'
home are all perceiving and thinking organisms, not merely interesting medical cases, a classical set
of symptoms, a collection of statistics or a bulging case file. Every person, whether professional or



client, is affected by the way others respond to them, by the feelings each has for the other, by the
non-verbal signals of eye contact, smile, and voice tone, etc.
  primacy effect psychology definition: Cognitive Psychology Darlene V. Howard, 1983
  primacy effect psychology definition: Motivation and Action Heinz Heckhausen, 2012-12-06
The translation of this volume has been a long and sometime arduous journey giving nearly literal
meaning to the Latin term translatus, meaning to carry across. In fact, it required many journeys
both geographically, between Canada and Germany, and fig uratively, between German and English
language, thought, and culture; between the mind of a German professor and that of his American
colleague. Whether or not it was all worthwhile must be left to the reader's judgment, but let me
outline the rationale for embarking on this venture. When the first German edition of this book
appeared in 1980 it was acclaimed not only by German scholars but by those outside the
German-speaking community as well. In fact, it received extremely favorable reviews, even in
English-language journals, which is unusual for a foreign text. It was recognized that this was far
more than just another text book on motivation. For one thing, it exposed and examined the multi
faceted roots that have contributed to contemporary theory and research in motivation. The author
skillfully examined the motivational concepts, theories, and research that have emanated from many
areas of psychology such as learning theory, social psychol ogy, personality, psychoanalysis, and
clinical psychology.
  primacy effect psychology definition: Social Cognition Susan T Fiske, Shelley E Taylor,
2013-01-15 Electronic Inspection Copy available to instructors here 'Since its very first edition,
Social Cognition has been the undisputed bible of the field, and this new edition is the best one yet.
Insightful, authoritative, and beautifully written by two of the field's most eminent researchers, it is
an indispensable guide for students and scientists alike. The book that came first remains first.'
-Daniel Gilbert, Harvard University, UK 'This latest edition of the best overview of social cognition
research somehow succeeds in lifting the bar higher still for its competitors. It is authoritative yet
readable, and has depth as well as breadth -- an irresistible invitation to the field!' - Miles Hewstone,
University of Oxford, UK In Social Cognition: From Brains to Culture 2nd Edition, Fiske and Taylor
carefully integrate the many new threads of social cognition research that have emerged in the
intervening years since the previous edition, including developments within social neuroscience,
cultural psychology and some areas of applied psychology, and continue to tell a powerful and
comprehensive story about what social cognition is and why it's a significant phenomenon in society
today. Every updated chapter now includes more figures and tables, glossary entries, and further
readings. A supplemental test bank including some full-text journal articles corresponding to
chapters in the book is available online at: www.sagepub.co.uk/fiskeandtaylor. This textbook will be
indispensable to students of social cognition and social psychology worldwide, at undergraduate or
graduate level. Visit the Companion Website at www.sagepub.co.uk/fiskeandtaylor
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