preservation society of newport county

preservation society of newport county is a renowned organization dedicated to
preserving and promoting the rich architectural and cultural heritage of Newport, Rhode
Island. Established to protect the region’s historic mansions, landscapes, and traditions,
this society plays a vital role in maintaining one of America's most significant collections of
Gilded Age architecture. The preservation society of newport county not only safeguards
these magnificent estates but also educates the public about their historical and artistic
importance. Through meticulous restoration efforts and curated tours, the society offers
visitors a glimpse into the opulence and social history of Newport’s elite. This article will
explore the origins, mission, and impact of the preservation society of newport county,
highlighting its historic properties, educational programs, and contributions to heritage
tourism. Additionally, it will detail how the society engages the community and ensures
the sustainability of its preservation efforts.
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History and Mission of the Preservation Society of
Newport County

The preservation society of newport county was founded in 1945 by a group of local
citizens committed to saving Newport’s extraordinary historic mansions from demolition
and neglect. At a time when many historic estates were threatened by changing economic
conditions and development pressures, the society emerged as a crucial force for heritage
conservation. Its mission centers on the acquisition, preservation, and interpretation of
Newport’s architectural treasures, ensuring these landmarks endure for future
generations. The society’s commitment extends beyond buildings to encompass gardens,
furnishings, and cultural artifacts that collectively tell the story of Newport’s social and
architectural history.

Founding Principles and Early Achievements

From the outset, the preservation society of newport county prioritized the protection of



iconic properties that represented the height of Gilded Age luxury. Early efforts focused
on acquiring threatened estates and raising public awareness about their historical value.
The society’s founders recognized the importance of collaboration with historians,
architects, and craftsmen to develop restoration standards that respected the original
design and craftsmanship. These foundational principles have guided the society’s work
for over seven decades.

Ongoing Mission and Vision

Today, the preservation society of newport county continues to uphold its mission by
expanding its portfolio of historic sites and enhancing public access. The society envisions
Newnport as a vibrant center for historic preservation, education, and cultural tourism,
contributing to a broader understanding of American history and architecture.

Historic Properties Managed by the Society

The preservation society of newport county manages a remarkable collection of historic
properties, primarily grand mansions that once served as summer residences for
America’s wealthiest families. These estates showcase a variety of architectural styles,
including Colonial Revival, Beaux-Arts, and Queen Anne, exemplifying the opulence of the
Gilded Age.

Notable Mansions in the Collection

Among the most famous properties under the society’s care are:

e The Breakers: A 70-room Italian Renaissance-style mansion built for the Vanderbilt
family, symbolizing the peak of Gilded Age extravagance.

e Marble House: Known for its lavish use of marble and opulent interiors, this estate
was commissioned by Alva Vanderbilt.

e Rosecliff: Inspired by the Grand Trianon at Versailles, this mansion is renowned for
its grand ballroom and elegant design.

e Chateau-sur-Mer: One of the earliest Newport mansions, showcasing Victorian
architecture and rich historical significance.

e Isaac Bell House: A notable example of Shingle Style architecture with progressive
design elements.

Gardens and Landscape Features

In addition to the mansions, the preservation society of newport county also maintains



extensive gardens and grounds that reflect period landscaping trends. These outdoor
spaces provide context for the estates and offer visitors a comprehensive experience of
historic estate living.

Educational and Public Programs

The preservation society of newport county offers a wide range of educational initiatives
designed to engage diverse audiences and promote understanding of Newport’s
architectural and cultural heritage. These programs support the society’s mission by
fostering appreciation and stewardship of historic resources.

Guided Tours and Special Exhibits

The society provides expertly guided tours of its historic properties, offering insights into
architectural details, design innovations, and the lives of the families who inhabited these
estates. Seasonal and thematic exhibits complement the tours, highlighting specific
aspects of history, art, and preservation.

Workshops and Lectures

Educational workshops and lecture series are regularly held to deepen public knowledge
about historic preservation techniques, architectural history, and cultural contexts. These
programs are tailored to students, scholars, and the general public.

Youth and Community Outreach

Recognizing the importance of engaging younger generations, the preservation society of
newport county implements outreach programs in schools and community centers. These
initiatives include hands-on activities, storytelling sessions, and collaborative projects that
inspire interest in history and preservation.

Preservation and Restoration Efforts

Central to the preservation society of newport county’s work are its ongoing preservation
and restoration projects. These efforts ensure that historic structures and artifacts remain
in excellent condition and retain their authenticity.

Restoration Techniques and Standards

The society adheres to rigorous preservation standards, employing specialized craftsmen
and conservators who utilize historically accurate materials and methods. This approach
maintains the integrity and character of each property while addressing contemporary
challenges such as environmental exposure and aging.



Conservation of Artifacts and Furnishings

Beyond structural restoration, the society carefully preserves original furnishings,
artwork, and decorative elements. Conservation efforts include cleaning, repair, and
climate-controlled storage to protect these items from deterioration.

Environmental Sustainability in Preservation

In recent years, the preservation society of newport county has integrated sustainable
practices into its preservation work. This includes energy-efficient climate control
systems, environmentally friendly materials, and strategies to minimize the ecological
footprint of maintenance activities.

Community Engagement and Membership

The preservation society of newport county actively involves the local community and
supporters through membership programs, volunteer opportunities, and special events.
These efforts foster a sense of shared responsibility for heritage conservation.

Membership Benefits and Opportunities

Members receive exclusive access to special tours, lectures, and social events, in addition
to newsletters and publications that provide updates on preservation projects.
Membership also offers opportunities to participate in fundraising and advocacy efforts.

Volunteer Programs

The society relies on a dedicated volunteer base to assist with tours, events, and
preservation work. Volunteers gain valuable experience and contribute meaningfully to
the society’s mission.

Special Events and Fundraisers

Annual galas, garden parties, and heritage festivals organized by the preservation society
of newport county serve both as fundraising occasions and community celebrations. These
events highlight the society’s achievements and encourage broader public support.

Impact on Tourism and Local Economy

The preservation society of newport county significantly contributes to Newport’s tourism
industry by attracting visitors interested in history, architecture, and culture. Its historic
properties are among the city’s most popular attractions.



Heritage Tourism Draw

The society’s mansions and programs draw hundreds of thousands of tourists annually,
generating substantial economic benefits for local businesses, including hotels,
restaurants, and retail establishments.

Supporting Local Economy

Beyond direct tourism revenue, the society supports jobs in preservation, education, and
hospitality sectors. Its activities stimulate investment in the local community and
contribute to Newport’s cultural vitality.

Promoting Cultural Awareness

By showcasing Newport’s historic legacy, the preservation society of newport county
enhances cultural awareness and pride among residents and visitors alike, reinforcing the
city’s identity as a center of American heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Preservation Society of Newport County?

The Preservation Society of Newport County is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
preserving and maintaining the historic mansions and landscapes in Newport, Rhode
Island.

Which historic properties are managed by the
Preservation Society of Newport County?

The Preservation Society manages several famous historic properties including The
Breakers, Marble House, Rosecliff, and The Elms, among others.

Can visitors tour the mansions preserved by the
Preservation Society of Newport County?

Yes, visitors can tour many of the historic mansions and gardens throughout the year, with
guided tours and special events offered by the Preservation Society.

How does the Preservation Society of Newport County
fund its preservation efforts?

The Society funds its preservation efforts through admission fees, memberships,
donations, grants, and special fundraising events.



Are there educational programs offered by the
Preservation Society of Newport County?

Yes, the Preservation Society offers a variety of educational programs, including lectures,
workshops, and school tours to promote awareness of Newport's architectural and cultural
heritage.

Additional Resources

1. The Preservation Society of Newport County: Guardians of Gilded Age Splendor

This book delves into the history and mission of the Preservation Society of Newport
County, highlighting its role in protecting the magnificent mansions and estates of
Newport, Rhode Island. Through detailed narratives and vivid photography, readers gain
insight into the architectural and cultural significance of these historic properties. It also
explores the society’s efforts in education and advocacy for historic preservation.

2. Newport Mansions: The Legacy of the Preservation Society

Focusing on the iconic Newport mansions, this volume showcases the grand estates saved
and maintained by the Preservation Society. The author provides a rich historical context
behind each property, revealing stories of the families who lived there and the
architectural innovations of the time. The book also discusses the challenges and
successes faced by the society in preserving these treasures.

3. Preserving Newport: A Century of Conservation and Culture

This comprehensive account covers over 100 years of preservation efforts in Newport led
by the Preservation Society. It chronicles the evolution of historic preservation in the
region, from initial restoration projects to modern-day sustainability practices. The book
includes interviews with key figures and archival photographs that bring the society’s
journey to life.

4. Gilded Newport: The Preservation Society’s Role in Saving a Heritage

An exploration of Newport's Gilded Age heritage, this book highlights the pivotal role
played by the Preservation Society in maintaining the city’s historic charm. It examines
the architectural grandeur of the estates and the cultural importance of preserving such a
unique slice of American history. The narrative also touches upon the broader impact of
preservation on community identity.

5. Behind Closed Doors: Stories from Newport’s Historic Homes

Offering an intimate look inside the houses preserved by the society, this book shares
personal stories, anecdotes, and lesser-known facts about the estates and their
inhabitants. The author combines historical research with engaging storytelling to reveal
the human side of Newport’s architectural legacy. It serves as both a tribute and a record
of the society’s ongoing work.

6. Newport’s Architectural Treasures: A Preservation Society Guide

This guidebook provides detailed descriptions and historical backgrounds of the key
properties under the care of the Preservation Society. Designed for visitors and history
enthusiasts, it includes maps, photographs, and architectural analyses. The book
encourages appreciation and support for the society’s mission by educating readers about



Newport’s unique built environment.

7. Restoring Elegance: The Preservation Society’s Conservation Techniques

A technical yet accessible look at the restoration methods used by the Preservation
Society, this book explains how historic materials and craftsmanship are preserved or
replicated. It highlights specific restoration projects and the challenges faced in
maintaining structural and aesthetic integrity. Preservation professionals and enthusiasts
alike will find valuable insights within its pages.

8. The Preservation Society of Newport County: A Visual History

Richly illustrated, this book presents a visual journey through the society’s history and the
stunning properties it protects. High-quality photographs capture architectural details,
period interiors, and landscaped gardens. The accompanying text provides context and
celebrates the society’s dedication to preserving Newport’s heritage.

9. Newport’s Summer Cottages: Preservation and the Society’s Mission

This book focuses on the famous summer cottages of Newport and the Preservation
Society’s efforts to save these elegant retreats from decay and demolition. It discusses the
social history of Newport’s summer residents and the architectural styles that define the
cottages. The narrative underscores the importance of preservation in maintaining
Newport’s cultural landscape.
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historic house is a labour of love. Preserving nearly a dozen houses, from Colonial-era Georgian to
opulent Gilded Age mansions, becomes a mission. In this book, The Preservation Society of Newport
County shares its 75 years of experience in conserving three centuries of the finest achievements in
American architecture, decorative arts and landscape design. This fully illustrated volume is an
essential resource for all heritage, architecture and preservation enthusiasts - as well as anyone
enchanted by the unique grandeur of Newport, Rhode Island.
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Why has Louis XIV's Palace of Versailles, defining symbol of hedonistic opulence in 17th-century
France and synonymous with the notion of the divine right of kings, continued to shape the
aesthetics of cultural capital in the centuries since his death? In Versailles Mirrored, Robert
Wellington tracks this enduring fascination with the Sun King's palace through eight case studies
spanning the 17th to 21st centuries. The book demonstrates how the extravagant palace style began
as a symbol of the state in the 17th century; how it was adopted by the nouveau riche to show off
their financial success in the 19th century; and, remarkably, how that palace look returned to play a
role in statecraft in the hands of US President Donald Trump. Wellington links the aristocratic
architectural traditions of France, England, and Germany to North America through the lens of
Versailles, French architecture, and the decorative arts. Opening with a brief overview of the history
of Versailles and the political and cultural motivations of its creation, subsequent chapters address
aristocratic buildings in France and Germany built by the Sun King's contemporaries; historicism in
the 19th century in Britain, Germany, and America; and the present day, with Trump's buildings and
Chateau Louis XIV, known as the 'world's most expensive home', purchased by the Crown Prince of
Saudi Arabia. In uncovering the motivations of those patrons, the book ultimately reveals why
Versailles remains a powerful point of reference for those who wish to flaunt their social, cultural,
and political capital.
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preservation society of newport county: Jackie: Public, Private, Secret J. Randy Taraborrelli,
2023-07-18 THE INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! From the New York Times bestselling




author of Jackie, Janet & Lee comes a fresh and often startling look at the life of the legendary
former first lady, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. Based on hundreds of interviews with friends, family,
and lovers over a thirty-year period—as well as previously unreleased material from the JFK
Library—Kennedy historian J. Randy Taraborrelli paints an unforgettable new portrait of a woman
whose flaws and contradictions only serve to make her even more iconic. “I have three lives,” Jackie
told a former lover, “public, private and secret.” In this revealing biography, readers will become
intimately familiar with all three. New insights from the book include: - Jackie’s cold feet before her
wedding to Jack Kennedy and her secret plan to avoid moving into the White House with him. -
Jackie's plan to meet with the woman with whom her husband, Aristotle Onassis, was again having
an affair, Maria Callas...and why, in the end, she decided against it. - The truth about the nude
photos of Jackie which scandalized her in the 1970s...and which family member had betrayed her by
selling them. - Her unusual relationship with Maurice Templesman, which was never what outsiders
believed it to be. - The never-before-reported, last-ditch efforts to save Jackie’s life with experimental
cancer treatments, and the doctor who wouldn’t risk jail time in order to treat her. Decades after her
death and over sixty years after the assassination of President Kennedy, Jackie delivers the last word
on one of the most famous women in the world.
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