priest in japanese language

priest in japanese language is a term that encompasses various religious figures across different faiths and
traditions in Japan. The Japanese language uses specific words to denote priests depending on the religion,
such as Shinto, Buddhism, and Christianity. Understanding these terms requires knowledge of Japan’s rich
spiritual heritage and linguistic nuances. This article explores the different words used for priest in
Japanese language, their cultural context, and the distinctions between religious roles. Additionally, the
article covers pronunciation, kanji characters, and related terms to enhance comprehension. Finally,
common phrases and usage examples are provided to illustrate how the concept of priest is expressed in

Japanese communication.
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Priest in Japanese Language: Key Terms and Meanings

In the Japanese language, the word for priest varies significantly depending on the religious tradition. The
most prominent religions in Japan—Shinto, Buddhism, and Christianity—each have distinct titles for their
clergy. The concept of a "priest" is not universally translated by a single term but rather adapted to fit the
cultural and religious context. This section introduces the primary terms that correspond to "priest" in

Japanese language.

General Terms for Priest

While there is no one-size-fits-all word for priest, some general terms are often used:

e @ (@ @ @ ;dhippully refers to a Christian priest, especially Catholic.



2 @2 (B @ @ @A géryo) term for Buddhist monks or priests.
e @ (B @ [@: Ashidady term for a Christian priest or clergyman.

2 @2 B @ @ @A B :,Befashdkuldly to Shinto priests or shrine officials.

These terms highlight the diversity of religious vocabulary in Japanese and emphasize the importance of

context when translating or understanding the word priest.

Shinto Priests: Kannushi and Their Role

Shinto, the indigenous religion of Japan, has its own class of religious officials known as priests. The
primary term used for Shinto priests in Japanese languageis@ @ (2 @ @ @ , Kamuskh) are
responsible for conducting rituals, maintaining shrines, and acting as intermediaries between the kami

(deities) and worshippers.

Roles and Duties of Kannushi

Kannushi perform various religious ceremonies such as seasonal festivals, purification rites, and prayers for

community welfare. Their duties include:

Performing rituals to honor kami and ensure harmony between humans and nature.

Maintaining and preserving shrine grounds and sacred objects.

Leading traditional festivals and ceremonies important to local communities.

Offering blessings for events such as weddings, newborns, and new constructions.

Understanding the role of kannushi is essential when discussing priests in Japanese language, especially in

the context of Japan’s native spirituality.

Buddhist Priests: Soto, Rinzai, and Other Sects

Buddhism in Japan has multiple sects, each with its unique hierarchy and terminology for priests. The
general term for a Buddhist priestis @ @ (2 @ @ [Byddhyd)priests perform religious services, teach

doctrines, and maintain temples.



Key Buddhist Priest Titles

Some sects and their specific titles include:

2 @ (B @ @ :MA reephd)ful title for a senior Buddhist priest or abbot, common in many sects.
2 @2 B @ 2 @A @:M@hejushdlpujest or chief monk of a temple.

2 @ (B @ [@: Adaskst who leads ceremonies and rituals.

Buddhist priests often undergo rigorous training and ordination, and their role is both spiritual and
community-oriented. The diversity of Buddhist sects in Japan means that the term priest can refer to a

wide variety of religious figures within Buddhism.

Christian Priests in Japan: Catholic and Protestant Terms

Christianity, although a minority religion in Japan, uses specific terms for priests that reflect Western
influence. The most common term for a Catholic priestis@ @ (2 @ @ ,Fhingu)nt ministers are
usually called @ @ (@ @ @ ,bokishi}ranslates to "pastor.”

Differences Between Catholic and Protestant Clergy Terms

Understanding the distinction in terminology is important when discussing priest in Japanese language

within Christian contexts:
e 2 @ (shinpRpfers specifically to Catholic priests who perform sacraments, mass, and confession.

2 @ (B @ [@: Ashisaihl term for Catholic priests, often used in official documents.

e 2 @ (bokushignotes Protestant pastors who lead congregations and preach sermons.

The terminology reflects the organizational and doctrinal differences within Christianity as practiced in

Japan.

Pronunciation and Kanji of Priest in Japanese

The pronunciation and kanji characters used for priest in Japanese language vary depending on the religion

and specific title. This section elaborates on these linguistic elements to assist with accurate understanding



and use.

Common Kanji and Pronunciations

e 2 (@ @ @ @ ,Kewmdushifer," used for Shinto priests.
e 2 (@ @ @ AMasdkyey "priest,” used in Buddhism.
2 2 (B @ 2 ;%Minms father," used for Catholic priests.
e @ (@ @ [2: "Ghisai) formal term for Christian priest.

2 2 (B @ @ ,békeslidrd,” used for Protestant pastors.

The kanji characters often combine elements indicating divinity, leadership, or religious service,

highlighting the cultural significance embedded in the language.

Common Phrases and Usage of Priest in Japanese Language

In everyday Japanese, priests are referenced in various contexts, from religious ceremonies to cultural
discussions. This section provides common phrases and usage examples involving the word priest in

Japanese language.

Examples of Phrases Including Priest Terms

2 2 2@ 2 B(KinfusE g@nldtsuri o toriokonau.) — The Shinto priest conducts the festival.

2 222 2 2 A(W\ryd wd tdda @ sBlugyd shiteimasu.) — The Buddhist priest is training at the

temple.

2 2 2 2 2 Bhihp@niB6dAn shimashita.) — I consulted a priest (Catholic).

2 220272 2 2 2AHk&hiZaBicAy&i & reihai o michibikimasu.) — The pastor leads
Sunday worship.

These examples demonstrate how the term priest in Japanese language adapts to religious context and

everyday conversation.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Japanese word for 'priest'?

The Japanese word for 'priest' is (@ , shisai) for Christian priests and (2 , souryo) fi
Buddhist priests.

How do you say 'priest’ in Japanese for Shinto religion?

In Shinto, a priestis called @ @ (1 @ @ @ ,kannushi)or@ @ (@ [ , miko) for female shrine attendants.

‘What is the role of a priest in Japanese Buddhism?

A Buddhist priest (71 [Z) , souryo) in Japan performs religious ceremonies, offers prayers, and guides followers

in spiritual practices.

How do you address a Christian priest in Japanese?

Christian priests are often addressed as ([ , shisai) or (2 , bokushi), with mean

minister.

Are there different terms for priests in Japanese depending on the
religion?

Yes, different religions use different terms: @ (souryo) for Buddhist priests, 7l [ (shisai)or @ 7 (bokushi)
for Christian priests, and (kannushi) for Shinto priests.

What is the female equivalent of a priest in Japanese Shinto tradition?

The female equivalent is (@ , miko), who serve as shrine maidens or priestesses in Shinto.

How do Japanese priests dress during ceremonies?

Japanese priests wear traditional robes; Buddhist priests wear kesa robes, Shinto priests wear white robes
called hakama and eboshi hats.

Is the term 'priest’ used commonly in modern Japanese language?

The term 'priest’ is used mainly in religious contexts and may be translated based on the specific religion, so

it's not a common everyday word.
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For Buddhist priests, 'priest' is written as
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priest in japanese language: Globalizing Asian Religions Wendy Smith, Hirochika
Nakamaki, Louella Matsunaga, Tamasin Ramsay, 2025-10-01 This book brings together the insights
of theories of management and marketing to give an original view of the organizational dynamics of
globalizing Asian New Religious Movements (NRMs) and established religions. Seventeen authors in
this collection have recast their data on individual Asian religions and social movements to focus on
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structure, organizational culture, management style, leadership principles and marketing strategies
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priest in japanese language: American Sutra Duncan Ryuken Williams, 2019-02-19 Winner of
the Grawemeyer Award in Religion A Los Angeles Times Bestseller “Raises timely and important
questions about what religious freedom in America truly means.” —Ruth Ozeki “A must-read for
anyone interested in the implacable quest for civil liberties, social and racial justice, religious
freedom, and American belonging.” —George Takei On December 7, 1941, as the bombs fell on Pearl
Harbor, the first person detained was the leader of the Nishi Hongwanji Buddhist sect in Hawai‘i.
Nearly all Japanese Americans were subject to accusations of disloyalty, but Buddhists aroused
particular suspicion. From the White House to the local town council, many believed that Buddhism
was incompatible with American values. Intelligence agencies targeted the Buddhist community, and
Buddhist priests were deemed a threat to national security. In this pathbreaking account, based on
personal accounts and extensive research in untapped archives, Duncan Ryuken Williams reveals
how, even as they were stripped of their homes and imprisoned in camps, Japanese American
Buddhists launched one of the most inspiring defenses of religious freedom in our nation’s history,
insisting that they could be both Buddhist and American. “A searingly instructive story...from which
all Americans might learn.” —Smithsonian “Williams’ moving account shows how Japanese
Americans transformed Buddhism into an American religion, and, through that struggle, changed
the United States for the better.” —Viet Thanh Nguyen, author of The Sympathizer “Reading this
book, one cannot help but think of the current racial and religious tensions that have gripped this
nation—and shudder.” —Reza Aslan, author of Zealot

priest in japanese language: Civil Liberties Act of 1985 and the Aleutian and Pribilof
Islands Restitution Act United States. Congress. House. Committee on the Judiciary.
Subcommittee on Administrative Law and Governmental Relations, 1987
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Congress. House. Committee on Government Operations, United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Immigration and Naturalization, Valentine Stuart McClatchy, 1921

priest in japanese language: The Deacon's Ministry of the Word Jay Cormier, 2016 The
Deacon's Ministry of the Word offers both scriptural and theological resources, as well as strategies
and approaches, for effectively communicating the word of God. The book focuses primarily on the
homily--but the ideas and skills can be readily applied by deacons in any presentation in which the
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word of God is central including RCIA meetings and retreat conferences.
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2012-03-10 The story of Japan's hidden Christians is the subject of a major motion picture by
director Martin Scorsese, based on Shusaku Endo's famous novel, Silence. From the time the first
Christian missionary arrived in Japan in 1549 to when a nationwide ban was issued in 1614, over
300,000 Japanese were converted to Christianity. A vicious campaign of persecution forced the
faithful to go underground. For seven generations, Hidden Christians--or Kirishitan--preserved a
faith that was strictly forbidden on pain of death. Illiterate peasants handed down the Catholicism
that had been taught to their ancestors despite having no Bible or contact with the outside world.
Just as remarkably, descendants of the Hidden Christians continue to this day to practice their own
religion, refusing to rejoin the Catholic Church. Why? And what is it about Christianity that is so
antagonistic to Japanese culture? In Search of Japan's Hidden Christians is an attempt to answer
these questions. A journey in both space and time, In Search of Japan's Hidden Christians recounts a
clash of civilizations--of East and West--that resonates to this day and offers insights about the
tenacity of belief and unchanging aspects of Japanese culture.
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Everything you've been taught about the World War II internment camps in America is wrong: They
were not created primarily because of racism or wartime hysteria They did not target only those of
Japanese descent They were not Nazi-style death camps In her latest investigative tour-de-force,
New York Times best-selling author Michelle Malkin sets the historical record straight-and debunks
radical ethnic alarmists who distort history to undermine common-sense, national security profiling.
The need for this myth-shattering book is vital. President Bush's opponents have attacked every
homeland defense policy as tantamount to the racist and unjustified World War II internment. Bush's
own transportation secretary, Norm Mineta, continues to milk his childhood experience at a
relocation camp as an excuse to ban profiling at airports. Misguided guilt about the past continues
to hamper our ability to prevent future terrorist attacks. In Defense of Internment shows that the
detention of enemy aliens, and the mass evacuation and relocation of ethnic Japanese from the West
Coast were not the result of irrational hatred or conspiratorial bigotry. This document-packed book
highlights the vast amount of intelligence, including top-secret MAGIC messages, which revealed the
Japanese espionage threat on the West Coast. Malkin also tells the truth about: who resided in
enemy alien internment camps (nearly half were of European ancestry) what the West Coast
relocation centers were really like (tens of thousands of ethnic Japanese were allowed to leave;
hundreds voluntarily chose to move in) why the $1.65 billion federal reparations law for Japanese
internees and evacuees was a bipartisan disaster how both Japanese American and Arab/Muslim
American leaders have united to undermine America's safety With trademark fearlessness, Malkin
adds desperately needed perspective to the ongoing debate about the balance between civil liberties
and national security. In Defense of Internment will outrage, enlighten, and radically change the way
you view the past-and the present.

priest in japanese language: Sacred Assemblies and Civic Engagement Paul D Numrich, Fred
Kniss, 2007-07-11 Immigration to the United States has been a major source of population growth
and cultural change throughout much of America’s history. Currently, about 40 percent of the
nation’s annual population growth comes from the influx of foreign-born individuals and their
children. As these new voices enter America’s public conversations, they bring with them a new
understanding of Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, and Christianity to a society that has been
marked by religious variety. Sacred Assemblies and Civic Engagement takes an in-depth look at one
particular urban area—the Chicago metropolitan region—and examines how religion affects the civic
engagement of the nation’s newest residents. Chapters focus on important religious factors,
including sectarianism, moral authority, and moral projects; on several areas of social life, including
economics, education, marriage, and language, where religion impacts civic engagement; and on
how notions of citizenship and community are influenced by sacred assemblies.
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Buddhist priest Kiikai (774-835) is credited with the introduction and establishment of tantric -or
esoteric -Buddhism in early ninth-century Japan. In Rytiichi Abé examines this important religious
figure -neglected in modern academic literatu
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priest in japanese language: The Economic Aspects of the History of the Civilization of
Japan Yosaburo Takekoshi, 2016-04-01 Originally published by Allen & Unwin in 1930 this 3-volume
collection brings together writings on the economic aspects of Japan's history. Covering the period
from the 1600s until the 1920s this work offers the reader, not only an economic history of the
Japanese, but also a social and political history. By explaining the realities of daily life during the
periods covered, this collection allows the economic aspects to be fully appreciated.

priest in japanese language: Econ Aspects Hist Civil Japan Takekoshi, 2018-10-24 First
Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

priest in japanese language: History of Christianity in Japan Otis Cary, D.D., 2008-09-15
Despite the relatively small number of formal Christian believers in japan—Iess than one percent of
the total population—Christianity has become and is likely to continue to be an important strand in
modern Japanese culture. The Christian social message of the early decades of the twentieth century
has become a lasting part of social welfare attitudes. The strong emphasis on education of the
Christian missionary movement has left a visible legacy throughout Japanese education, primarily in
the teaching of women. Author, Otis Cary's impressive work, first published in two volumes, appears
here in a convenient one-volume edition. The first part deals with Roman Catholic and Greek
Orthodox missions; the second, with Protestant missions. The story begins with the arrival of Francis
Xavier in Japan in 1549, unfolds through the early successes of the Roman Catholic missions and the
subsequent age of hideous persecutions and the virtual extirpation of Christianity in the seventeenth
century, and moves forward to its revival in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It is in
many ways an absorbingly dramatic tale, and Cary tells it exceedingly well.
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on Hawaii, 1938

priest in japanese language: Statehood for Hawaii United States. Congress. Hawaii Joint
Committee, 1938

priest in japanese language: India and Japan, a Study in Interaction During 5th Cent.-14th
Cent. A.D. Upendra Thakur, 1992 Cultural interaction between India and Japan in the fields of
religion, language and literature, and art; a study.

priest in japanese language: American Buddhism Christopher Queen, Duncan Ryuken
Williams, 2013-10-18 This is the first scholarly treatment of the emergence of American Buddhist
Studies as a significant research field. Until now, few investigators have turned their attention to the
interpretive challenge posed by the presence of all the traditional lineages of Asian Buddhism in a
consciously multicultural society. Nor have scholars considered the place of their own contributions
as writers, teachers, and practising Buddhists in this unfolding saga. In thirteen chapters and a
critical introduction to the field, the book treats issues such as Asian American Buddhist identity, the
new Buddhism, Buddhism and American culture, and the scholar's place in American Buddhist
Studies. The volume offers complete lists of dissertations and theses on American Buddhism and
North American dissertations and theses on topics related to Buddhism since 1892.

priest in japanese language: Examinations in Singapore Yap Kwang Tan, Hong Kheng
Chow, Christine Goh, 2008 The first book to explore the development of Singapore''s
much-talked-about education and examination system, this volume juxtaposes examinations with its
immediate context of education and wider context of politics, economy and society. The study covers
three broad historical periods: Examinations in Singapore from 1891 to 1945; The Post-War Years
from 1946 to the 1970s; and Charting Our Destiny from the 1980s to 2007. In the British period up
to 1941, the local examinations were conducted by the vernacular schools, and external
examinations by the University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate. There was a lack of
systematic effort to establish a uniform system of education and examinations. During the Japanese



Occupation, examinations were conducted by the Japanese authorities and, unexpectedly, the
Cambridge examinations continued in the Sime Road Camp. In the post-war period and particularly
after Singapore was granted self-government, the establishment of a national education system was
followed by the emergence of national examinations: the Primary School Leaving Examinations and
the Singapore-Cambridge GCE N/O/A Levels for every school-going child in Singapore. Thereafter,
the nature of national examinations evolved with the changing needs of education and the nation. At
the turn of the century, with the Ministry of Education's decision to take greater control of
examinations, the Singapore Examinations and Assessment Board was established, to oversee new
developments in examinations. Unlike most literature on education where examinations are often
mentioned as an outcome of educational goals and objectives, this book focuses on examinations per
se. Examinations have gained a momentum of their own, and it is interesting to note the
development of examinations against the backdrop of the broader history of Singapore and of
education in Singapore. Sample Chapter(s). Chapter 1: Trace the development of examinations in
Singapore during the British colonial period up to 1941. (3,043 KB). Examinations in Singapore book
Launch (124 KB). Contents: Examinations in Singapore (18910C01945): Trace the Development of
Examinations in Singapore During the British Colonial Period Up to 1945; Assess the Impact of the
Japanese Occupation on Examinations in Singapore; What was the Significance of the School
Certificate Examination Held in the Sime Road Camp During the Japanese Occupation?; The
Post-War Years (19460C01970s): Assess the Development of Education and Examinations From the
End of the Japanese Occupation to the Attainment of Self-Government in Singapore; Why and How
Effective Were the Measures Undertaken by the Singapore Government to Establish Central Control
Over Education and Examinations in Singapore in the 1960s0C01970s?; The 1961 Examination
Boycott Illustrates the Challenges in Forging a National System of Examinations. Do You Agree?;
Charting Our Own Destiny (1980s0C02007): How Effective had the Goh Keng Swee''s Reforms in
Education and Examination Been in Improving Singapore''s Education System?; Examine the Key
Policy Changes in Singapore's Education and Examinations in Response to the Challenges of a
Rapidly Changing and Globalising world; OCyChange is More Important than Continuity in
Education and ExaminationsOCO Discuss. Readership: Academics and professionals in education
and assessment; general readership.

priest in japanese language: Global Catholicism Rausch, SJ, Thomas P., 2021-02-17 A critical
analysis of the Catholic Churches around the world by areas (North America, Latin America, Africa,
Asia, the Pacific, Europe), with attention to their origins, internal challenges, and external
pressures--
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parish priest became the

What a Priest Is and Is Not - Catholic Exchange A priest acts in persona Christi not by his own
authority or name, but through the power granted to him by Christ Himself. This power allows him
to change the bread and wine

What is a Priest? | Diocese of Gary - And if you are a faithful Catholic man, God may be calling
you for a higher purpose—to become a Catholic priest. Priests have a critical mission: to bring
people to Jesus and Jesus to people

PRIEST | definition in the Cambridge English Dictionary PRIEST meaning: 1. a person, usually
a man, who has been trained to perform religious duties in the Christian. Learn more

PRIEST definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary A priest is a member of the
Christian clergy in the Catholic, Anglican, or Orthodox church. He trained to be a Catholic priest
Priest - definition of priest by The Free Dictionary Define priest. priest synonyms, priest
pronunciation, priest translation, English dictionary definition of priest. n. 1. In many Christian
churches, a member of the second grade of clergy ranking

priest noun - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage notes Definition of priest noun in
Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary. Meaning, pronunciation, picture, example sentences,
grammar, usage notes, synonyms and more

Priest - Definition, Meaning & Synonyms | A priest is a religious figure who performs
ceremonies, particularly in the Roman Catholic, Anglican, or Orthodox church. During a Catholic
baptism, a priest sprinkles holy water on a
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