
precious moments collectors guide
precious moments collectors guide offers an essential resource for both novice and seasoned
collectors interested in the charming world of Precious Moments figurines. This guide explores the
history, identifying authentic pieces, tips for building a valuable collection, and how to care for these
delicate collectibles. Understanding the nuances of Precious Moments collectibles can enhance
appreciation and ensure sound investment decisions. Collectors will also learn about popular series,
rare finds, and market trends that influence the value of these sentimental figurines. Whether
focusing on limited editions or everyday pieces, this comprehensive overview provides clarity and
direction. The following sections will break down key aspects of collecting Precious Moments, ensuring
a thorough grasp of this beloved collectible category.

History and Background of Precious Moments

Identifying Authentic Precious Moments Figurines

Popular Precious Moments Collections and Series

Tips for Building a Valuable Precious Moments Collection

Maintaining and Caring for Precious Moments Figurines

Understanding Market Value and Selling Precious Moments

History and Background of Precious Moments
The Precious Moments brand originated in the late 1970s, created by artist Samuel J. Butcher. Known
for their teardrop-shaped eyes and gentle expressions, Precious Moments figurines quickly became
symbols of innocence and heartfelt emotion. The brand initially started with greeting cards before
evolving into porcelain collectibles. Precious Moments figurines are produced by Precious Moments,
Inc., and were primarily manufactured in the United States before production expanded overseas.
Over the decades, these collectibles have covered a broad range of themes, including religious
motifs, holidays, and milestones such as weddings and birthdays.

Origins and Artistic Style
Samuel J. Butcher’s unique artistic style centers around soft pastel colors, delicate features, and an
overall sense of warmth and compassion. This distinctive aesthetic has remained consistent, making
Precious Moments figurines instantly recognizable. The early figurines were hand-painted, adding to
their charm and uniqueness. Collectors value these initial pieces for their craftsmanship and nostalgic
appeal.



Evolution of the Brand
Over time, Precious Moments expanded from figurines to include ornaments, gifts, and home décor.
The brand’s popularity surged during the 1980s and 1990s, leading to the release of numerous series
and limited editions. Today, Precious Moments continues to produce new designs, maintaining a loyal
collector base worldwide.

Identifying Authentic Precious Moments Figurines
Authenticity is paramount when collecting Precious Moments figurines, as counterfeit or reproduction
items can diminish a collection’s value. Genuine Precious Moments pieces typically feature specific
markings and characteristics that help collectors verify their provenance. Understanding these
identifiers is crucial for building an authentic and valuable collection.

Trademark and Markings
Most authentic Precious Moments figurines have a trademark stamp on the base, which includes the
Precious Moments logo, the year of manufacture, and sometimes the artist’s signature or initials.
Early figurines may have embossed markings, while later pieces often include printed or stamped
logos. Collectors should familiarize themselves with these marks to differentiate genuine products
from fakes.

Material and Craftsmanship
Precious Moments figurines are typically made of bisque porcelain or resin. Authentic porcelain pieces
have a smooth, matte finish and delicate hand-painted details. Resin figurines, introduced in later
years, have a slightly different texture but maintain high-quality craftsmanship. Inspecting the quality
of paint, detailing, and overall finish can help determine authenticity.

Popular Precious Moments Collections and Series
Several Precious Moments collections have gained prominence among collectors due to their themes,
rarity, and emotional significance. Familiarity with these popular series can guide collectors toward
items with higher demand and potential value appreciation.

Signature Collection
The Signature Collection features the classic Precious Moments characters in various life stages and
occasions. These figurines often commemorate significant events such as births, graduations, and
anniversaries. Their timeless appeal makes them a staple in many collections.



Holiday and Seasonal Series
Precious Moments produces a wide array of holiday-themed figurines, including Christmas, Easter,
and Valentine's Day editions. Seasonal collections often feature limited runs and unique designs,
making them highly sought after by collectors.

Limited Editions and Retired Pieces
Limited edition figurines are produced in restricted quantities and often come with certificates of
authenticity. Retired pieces, no longer in production, typically command higher prices due to scarcity.
Collectors should pay close attention to release numbers and production dates to identify valuable
limited editions.

Tips for Building a Valuable Precious Moments
Collection
Building a valuable Precious Moments collection requires strategic planning, knowledge, and patience.
Collectors should focus on acquiring pieces that hold sentimental value while also considering market
demand and rarity.

Research and Documentation
Thorough research is essential to understanding the history, variants, and market trends for Precious
Moments figurines. Keeping detailed records of acquisitions, including purchase price, condition, and
provenance, aids in managing the collection effectively.

Focus on Condition and Completeness
The condition of each figurine significantly impacts its value. Collectors should seek pieces free from
chips, cracks, or fading. Original packaging and certificates enhance collectible worth, especially for
limited editions and rare items.

Diversify Across Series and Themes
While some collectors specialize in specific series, diversifying can provide balance and reduce risk.
Combining popular themes, limited editions, and holiday pieces can create a well-rounded collection
appealing to a broader audience.

Networking and Community Engagement
Engaging with other Precious Moments collectors and enthusiasts through clubs, forums, and events
can provide valuable insights and access to exclusive pieces. Networking fosters knowledge exchange



and may lead to beneficial trading opportunities.

Maintaining and Caring for Precious Moments Figurines
Proper care and maintenance extend the life and preserve the value of Precious Moments collectibles.
These delicate items require careful handling and storage to prevent damage and deterioration over
time.

Cleaning Techniques
Use a soft, dry cloth or a gentle brush to remove dust from figurines. Avoid harsh chemicals or water,
especially on hand-painted surfaces, to prevent paint damage. For stubborn dirt, a lightly dampened
cloth with mild soap may be used cautiously, followed by thorough drying.

Storage and Display Tips
Store figurines in a stable environment with controlled temperature and humidity to avoid cracks or
discoloration. Display cases with glass doors protect against dust and accidental damage while
showcasing the collection elegantly. Avoid direct sunlight exposure to prevent fading.

Handling Precautions
Always handle figurines with clean hands or gloves to prevent oils and dirt transfer. Support the base
when picking up pieces to minimize stress on fragile parts. Careful handling reduces the risk of chips,
breaks, or other damage.

Understanding Market Value and Selling Precious
Moments
Knowledge of market value is crucial for collectors considering selling or trading Precious Moments
figurines. Various factors influence pricing, including rarity, condition, demand, and provenance.

Assessing Value Factors
Key determinants of value include the figurine’s age, edition size, condition, and whether it is a
retired or limited edition piece. Popular themes and seasonal items may also attract premium prices.
Market trends fluctuate, so staying informed through auction results and collector guides is beneficial.

Where and How to Sell
Selling venues include online marketplaces, collectible shows, and specialty auctions. Clear, high-



quality photos and accurate descriptions enhance buyer confidence. Providing certificates of
authenticity and original packaging can increase sale prices.

Negotiating and Pricing Strategies
Setting realistic prices based on recent sales data helps facilitate successful transactions. Being open
to negotiation while understanding the minimum acceptable price ensures fair deals. Experienced
collectors often consult appraisal services for high-value items.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are Precious Moments figurines?
Precious Moments figurines are collectible porcelain statues characterized by their teardrop-shaped
eyes and sweet, sentimental themes, created by artist Samuel J. Butcher in the late 1970s.

How can I identify authentic Precious Moments figurines?
Authentic Precious Moments figurines usually have the Precious Moments logo, a copyright date, and
the artist's signature or initials on the bottom. Checking for these marks helps verify authenticity.

What factors affect the value of Precious Moments
collectibles?
The value depends on factors such as rarity, condition, age, limited editions, and whether the figurine
is still in its original packaging.

Where can I find a reliable Precious Moments collectors
guide?
Reliable guides can be found in specialized collectible books, official Precious Moments websites,



collector clubs, and auction sites that provide up-to-date market values and detailed descriptions.

Are limited edition Precious Moments figurines more
valuable?
Yes, limited edition Precious Moments figurines tend to be more valuable because they are produced
in smaller quantities, making them rarer and more sought after by collectors.

How should I care for and display my Precious Moments
collection?
Keep figurines in a dust-free, stable environment away from direct sunlight and extreme
temperatures. Use display cases to protect them and handle them carefully to avoid chips or cracks.

Can I sell my Precious Moments figurines online?
Yes, many collectors sell Precious Moments figurines on platforms like eBay, Etsy, and specialized
collectible marketplaces, where you can reach a wide audience of interested buyers.

What are some of the most valuable Precious Moments
figurines?
Some of the most valuable figurines include rare early editions, limited releases, and discontinued
pieces like the 'Eternal Embrace' or 'The First Christmas' series, which can fetch high prices among
collectors.

How has the Precious Moments brand evolved over the years?
Since its inception in the late 1970s, Precious Moments has expanded from figurines to include
greeting cards, ornaments, and other gift items, maintaining its signature style while adapting to
changing collector interests.

Additional Resources
1. Precious Moments Collectibles: Identification & Value Guide
This comprehensive guide offers collectors an in-depth look at Precious Moments figurines, including
detailed descriptions, production years, and estimated values. It is an essential resource for both
beginner and seasoned collectors seeking to authenticate and appraise their collections. The book
features high-quality photographs and tips for spotting rare pieces.

2. The Official Precious Moments Collector’s Handbook
An authoritative handbook endorsed by the creators of Precious Moments, this book provides a
complete history of the brand along with detailed profiles of popular figurines. It includes tips on care
and display, as well as market trends that affect the value of collectibles. Ideal for collectors looking
to deepen their knowledge and appreciation.

3. Precious Moments Figurines: A Collector’s Guide to the Complete Series



This guide catalogs the entire range of Precious Moments figurines released over the years, organized
by series and release date. It offers valuable insights into limited editions and special releases,
helping collectors spot unique items. The guide also gives advice on preservation and storage to
maintain collectible value.

4. Collecting Precious Moments: History, Identification, and Value
Delve into the rich history of Precious Moments collectibles with this informative book that combines
historical context with practical advice. The author discusses the evolution of the brand and provides
detailed descriptions of key figurines. Market value trends and tips for negotiating sales are also
covered.

5. Precious Moments Treasures: A Comprehensive Collector’s Guide
Designed for passionate collectors, this book includes thousands of photographs and detailed
descriptions to aid in identification. It highlights rare and hard-to-find pieces and offers strategies for
building a valuable collection. The guide also discusses the cultural impact of Precious Moments and
why they remain beloved.

6. The Collector’s Encyclopedia of Precious Moments
This encyclopedia-style book is a thorough reference tool featuring alphabetically arranged entries for
thousands of Precious Moments figurines and related memorabilia. It provides production details,
artist notes, and estimated values. The book is perfect for collectors who want a quick yet detailed
reference.

7. Precious Moments: From Concept to Collectible
Explore the artistic process behind Precious Moments figurines in this visually engaging book. It
covers the inspiration, design, and manufacturing processes, giving collectors a deeper appreciation
of each piece. The book also includes interviews with the original artists and designers.

8. Investing in Precious Moments: A Collector’s Market Guide
This guide focuses on the investment potential of Precious Moments collectibles, analyzing market
trends, appraisal methods, and resale strategies. It is tailored for collectors interested in the financial
aspects of their hobby. The book also discusses how to identify high-value pieces and avoid common
pitfalls.

9. Precious Moments Collecting for Beginners
A perfect starting point for new collectors, this book breaks down the basics of Precious Moments
collecting, including how to identify authentic items and build a meaningful collection. It provides
easy-to-understand value guides and tips on finding bargains. The friendly tone encourages
newcomers to enjoy the hobby without feeling overwhelmed.
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  precious moments collectors guide: The Official Precious Moments Collectors Guide to
Figurines John Bomm, Malinda Bomm, 2006-04 This indispensable resource presents information on
2,500 bisque Precious Moments figurines, with full-color photos, item numbers, dates of issues,
availability, and current market value for each.
  precious moments collectors guide: The Official Precious Moments Collector's Guide to
Figurines John Bomm, Malinda Bomm, 2010-04-27 Precious Moments(R) figurines, those endearing
teardrop-eye children inspired by Sam Butcher's drawings, still hold the hearts of collectors
everywhere. This new fourth edition is an indispensable resource for anyone who finds themselves
captivated by these delightful little creatures. It features approximately 2,900 bisque figurines,
including 250 new pieces. Many new Disney items have been added along with one of a kind pieces
from several presidential libraries including those of George W. Bush and Bill Clinton. Each figurine
is pictured in color and includes item number, date of issue, availability, and current market value.
Space is still provided to record purchase price and date for each piece. This book remains the most
comprehensive guide on the market to these darling collectibles. 2010 values.
  precious moments collectors guide: Greenbook Guide to the Enesco Precious Moments
Collection , 1993
  precious moments collectors guide: Greenbook Guide to the Enesco Precious Moments
Collection Greenbook, 1990-03
  precious moments collectors guide: Rosie's Secondary Market Price Guide for Enesco's
Precious Moments Collection Rosalie J Wells, 1996-02 Rosie's secondary market price guide for
Enesco's Precious moments collection.
  precious moments collectors guide: Greenbook Guide to Precious Moments by Enesco ,
1998
  precious moments collectors guide: Bakertowne's Price Guide to Precious Moments
Figurines Tammy Kahn.. Fennell, Matthew Fennell, Lou Kahn, 2009-03-09 Finally! A Precious
Moments Price Guide with an eye on reality. Because this is not an 'official' guide, this list promises
to be the most up to date, most 'real life' Price Guide on the market in an easy to use chart format.
  precious moments collectors guide: The Official Precious Moments Collector's Guide to
Company Dolls John Bomm, Malinda Bomm, 2003-09 This book begins with a history of the company,
and information on doll tags and cleaning tips are provided. The dolls are then presented
alphabetically by series, in a user-friendly, checklist-type format that makes identification easy. Each
doll is pictured in full color, and item number, date of issue, availability, size, and current market
value is given. There are spaces provided for the collector to record amount paid for the doll and
date purchased. 2004 values.
  precious moments collectors guide: Antique Trader Antiques & Collectibles 2012 Price
Guide Eric Bradley, 2011-09-06 America's No. 1 Selling Price Guide For nearly 30 years, Antique
Trader Antiques & Collectibles has been the leading source for information on antiques and
collectibles. Filled with expert advice, vetted values and 4,500 color photographs, Antique Trader
provides the clearest and most dependable picture of this amazingly diverse and magnificent
market. Inside you will enjoy a variety of new collecting areas, as well as old favorites. Including:
Asian art, bottles, ceramics, Civil War collectibles, clocks, comic books, cookie jars, figurines,
furniture, glass, Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments, illustration art, kitchenware, perfume bottles,
petroliana, toys, vintage clothing and Zippo lighters. Also new this year is Top Lots, a feature
highlighting the bestselling results from some of the finest auction houses nationwide.
  precious moments collectors guide: The Precious Moments Story Dallie Miessner, 1986
  precious moments collectors guide: Precious Moments by Enesco Collectors Publishing Co,
Joe T. Nguyen, David TenEyck, Scott Sierakowski, Lance Doyle, 1997
  precious moments collectors guide: Collectors' Information Bureau Collectibles Market
Guide and Price Index Diane Carnevale, Susan K. Jones, 1991-11
  precious moments collectors guide: Explorer's Guide Ozarks Ron W. Marr, 2012-07-18
This in-depth, native’s-eye view of this varied region, which sprawls from Missouri to Arkansas, gives



travelers the best of the Ozarks. The Ozarks has become the destination of choice for music lovers
seeking bluegrass jams or classical , foodies of all stripes looking for down-home rib shacks or 5-star
cuisine, culture mavens searching out the gems of Branson, and outdoor enthusiasts gliding along
lazy rivers snaking among the rolling hills which make this area so beautiful. This in-depth,
native's-eye-guide to this varied region sprawling from Missouri to Arkansas will give travelers the
best of the Ozarks, flavoring discriminating information with anecdotes and historical facts.
  precious moments collectors guide: Collectors Guide to Buying, Selling, Trading on the
Internet Nancy L. Hix, 2000 In a brand new introduction author Nancy L. Hix primes you with new
web sites to buy, sell and trade collectibles. Whether it's antiques or collectibles, she shows you how
to bargain with people on the Internet. You'll learn to use auction sites with confidence, while
making your auctions stand out among the rest. It's full of facts, tips, and step by step procedures
for buying, selling, and trading in the high-tech collecting world. No prices. 5.5 x 8.5.
  precious moments collectors guide: Collectibles Market Guide and Price Index Diane C.
Jones, 1991-11
  precious moments collectors guide: The Official Club Directory and Price Guide to Limited
Edition Collectibles Susan K. Elliott, 1994-01-03 This comprehensive guide covers a vast range of
collectibles and collector clubs, including Enesco Precious Moments, David Winter cottages, Lilliput
Lane, M.I. Hummel, and Royal Doulton. The easy-to-use A-Z format makes it a great sourcebook for
all who actively buy, sell, collect, and trade these pieces. Photos.
  precious moments collectors guide: Collectibles Market Guide and Price Index
Collectors' Information Bureau (U.S.), 1994-11
  precious moments collectors guide: Collector's Information Bureau's Collectibles Market
Guide and Price Index Diane J. Carnevale, 1992-11
  precious moments collectors guide: The Definitive Guide to Collecting Black Dolls
Debbie Behan Garrett, 2003 Collectors will delight in acquiring the first and only Black dolls book
that is completely published in Full Color! Author Debbie Garrett has written an extensive book of
reference on vintage, modern, fashion and artist Black dolls. Featured in this book are Black dolls
made from cloth, bisque, celluloid, composition, rubber, wood, and hard plastic. Fashion dolls,
modern artist dolls and other doll categories are covered. This long overdue, insightful book includes
a price guide and tips.
  precious moments collectors guide: Collectibles Market Guide and Price Index
Collectors' Information Bureau, 1995-11
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