political science a social science

political science a social science is a fundamental academic discipline that explores the theory
and practice of politics and government. It examines the structures, processes, and behaviors that
shape political systems and influence public policy outcomes. As a social science, political science
employs empirical methods and analytical tools to understand how individuals and groups interact
within political contexts. This field bridges the gap between humanities and scientific inquiry by
combining normative questions about justice and power with data-driven analysis of political
behavior. The study of political science as a social science spans various subfields, including
comparative politics, international relations, political theory, and public administration. This article
provides an in-depth exploration of political science’s classification as a social science, its
methodologies, and its significance in understanding societal governance. Following the introduction,
a detailed table of contents outlines the main sections covered in this comprehensive discussion.
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Defining Political Science as a Social Science

Political science is classified as a social science because it systematically studies human behavior in
political contexts using empirical and theoretical approaches. Unlike natural sciences, which focus on
physical phenomena, social sciences analyze human interactions, institutions, and societal structures.
Political science investigates power distribution, governance, policy-making, and political ideologies,
all of which are inherently social phenomena. The discipline applies scientific methods such as
observation, experimentation, and statistical analysis to formulate and test hypotheses about political
behavior and institutional dynamics. This scientific rigor distinguishes political science from purely
philosophical or normative studies of politics, grounding it firmly within the social sciences.

Historical Development of Political Science as a Social Science

The evolution of political science into a recognized social science dates back to the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, influenced by the rise of positivism and the scientific method. Early political
theorists like Aristotle and Machiavelli laid the groundwork by analyzing governance and power.
However, it was only with the advent of modern empirical research techniques that political science
emerged as a systematic social science. Institutions such as the American Political Science
Association, founded in 1903, fostered the development of rigorous academic standards and research
methodologies. Today, political science continues to evolve, integrating quantitative data analysis and



interdisciplinary approaches to deepen understanding of political phenomena.

Key Characteristics of Political Science as a Social Science

Several defining features underscore political science’s status as a social science:

Empirical Research: Utilizes data collection and analysis to study political behavior and
institutions.

Theoretical Frameworks: Develops models to explain political dynamics.

Interdisciplinary Approach: Draws on economics, sociology, psychology, and history.

Focus on Human Behavior: Examines how individuals and groups interact within political
systems.

e Normative and Descriptive Dimensions: Balances questions about what ought to be with
descriptions of what is.

Methodologies in Political Science

The methodological foundation of political science as a social science is diverse, encompassing
gualitative and quantitative techniques to analyze political phenomena. Accurate data collection and
rigorous analysis enable scholars to uncover patterns, test theories, and predict political outcomes.
This methodological pluralism enhances the discipline’s explanatory power and relevance.

Quantitative Methods

Quantitative research in political science involves statistical analysis, surveys, experiments, and
computational modeling. Researchers use large datasets to identify correlations and causal
relationships between political variables such as voter behavior, public opinion, and policy impacts.
Techniques like regression analysis, game theory, and network analysis are common tools for
evaluating political hypotheses.

Qualitative Methods

Qualitative approaches in political science include case studies, interviews, ethnography, and content
analysis. These methods provide in-depth understanding of political processes, institutions, and
cultural contexts. Qualitative research often focuses on the meanings and motivations behind political
actions, exploring complexities that quantitative data might overlook.



Comparative and Experimental Approaches

Comparative politics employs cross-national or cross-regional comparisons to discern patterns and
variations in political systems. Experimental political science, increasingly prominent, uses controlled
experiments to test causal mechanisms in political behavior. Both approaches contribute to theory
development and policy evaluation.

The Scope and Subfields of Political Science

The broad scope of political science as a social science encompasses multiple specialized subfields,
each focusing on distinct aspects of politics and governance. These subfields integrate theoretical and
empirical research to address complex political questions.

Comparative Politics

Comparative politics studies the differences and similarities between political systems worldwide. It
analyzes structures such as democracies, authoritarian regimes, and hybrid governments, assessing
their stability, development, and policy effectiveness.

International Relations

International relations examines interactions among states, international organizations, and non-state
actors. This subfield addresses global issues such as diplomacy, conflict, international law, and
cooperation, emphasizing the dynamics of power and security on the world stage.

Political Theory

Political theory explores normative questions about justice, rights, liberty, and authority. It critically
evaluates political ideologies and philosophical foundations, shaping the ethical frameworks within
which political decisions are made.

Public Administration and Policy

This area focuses on the implementation of government policy, bureaucratic organization, and public
sector management. It investigates how policies are formulated, executed, and evaluated to address
societal needs.

Political Behavior

Political behavior studies the actions and attitudes of individuals and groups, including voting
patterns, political participation, and public opinion formation. Understanding these behaviors informs
both theoretical models and practical governance strategies.



Political Science’s Relationship with Other Social
Sciences

Political science intersects with various disciplines within the social sciences, creating a
multidisciplinary framework that enriches the study of politics. These relationships facilitate
comprehensive analyses of political phenomena by incorporating diverse perspectives.

Economics and Political Science

Economics contributes to understanding the allocation of resources, incentives, and decision-making
processes in politics. Political economy, a subfield, examines how political institutions and economic
systems influence each other, addressing topics like taxation, regulation, and development.

Sociology and Political Science

Sociology’s focus on social structures, groups, and norms complements political science by providing
insights into how social forces shape political behavior and institutions. Social movements, identity
politics, and class dynamics are areas of overlap.

Psychology and Political Science

Political psychology explores cognitive processes, emotions, and personality traits that affect political
attitudes and choices. This interdisciplinary approach enhances understanding of voter behavior,
leadership, and decision-making under uncertainty.

History and Political Science

Historical analysis contextualizes political developments and institutional evolution. Political historians
contribute to understanding the origins and trajectories of political systems, informing contemporary
analysis and theory.

The Importance of Political Science in Society

Political science as a social science plays a vital role in informing public policy, promoting democratic
governance, and addressing global challenges. Its analytical tools and theoretical frameworks provide
critical insights for both scholars and practitioners.

Enhancing Democratic Governance

Political science research supports the design of effective political institutions and electoral systems,
fostering transparency, accountability, and citizen participation. By studying the conditions that
promote stable democracies, the discipline contributes to the strengthening of democratic processes



worldwide.

Informing Public Policy

Through evidence-based analysis, political science aids policymakers in evaluating policy options and
outcomes. This guidance helps governments address social, economic, and environmental issues
more effectively.

Addressing Global Challenges

Political science contributes to understanding international cooperation, conflict resolution, and global
governance. Insights into transnational issues such as climate change, migration, and security
facilitate collaborative solutions among nations.

Educating Citizens and Leaders

The discipline equips individuals with critical thinking skills and political literacy necessary for
informed participation in civic life. Education in political science fosters awareness of rights,
responsibilities, and the complexities of governance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is political science as a social science?

Political science is a branch of social science that studies systems of governance, political activities,
political thoughts, and behavior. It analyzes the structure and function of governments and political
institutions, as well as the behavior of individuals and groups within a political context.

How does political science differ from other social sciences?

Political science focuses specifically on politics, government, and power dynamics, whereas other
social sciences like sociology or economics study broader societal behaviors or economic systems.
Political science often intersects with these disciplines but maintains a distinct focus on political
structures and processes.

Why is political science considered a social science?

Political science is considered a social science because it employs scientific methods to study human
behavior in political contexts. It uses empirical data, theoretical frameworks, and systematic analysis
to understand how societies govern themselves and make collective decisions.

What are the main subfields of political science?

The main subfields of political science include comparative politics, international relations, political



theory, public administration, and public policy. Each subfield explores different aspects of political
systems, behaviors, and ideologies.

How does political science contribute to understanding
societal issues?

Political science helps explain how political decisions are made, how power is distributed, and how
policies impact societies. This understanding is crucial for addressing societal issues such as
inequality, conflict, governance challenges, and public welfare.

What research methods are commonly used in political
science?

Political scientists use a variety of research methods including qualitative approaches like case
studies and interviews, as well as quantitative methods such as surveys, statistical analysis, and
experiments to study political phenomena systematically.

Additional Resources

1. The Republic by Plato

This foundational work in political philosophy explores justice, the ideal state, and the role of the
individual within society. Through dialogues primarily featuring Socrates, Plato examines the nature of
justice and the characteristics of a just society. The book delves into concepts such as the
philosopher-king, the tripartite soul, and the theory of forms, influencing political thought for
centuries.

2. Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville

A classic analysis of American political culture and institutions, this book offers insights into the
strengths and weaknesses of democracy. Tocqueville examines the effects of equality, individualism,
and civic participation on American society. His observations remain relevant for understanding
democratic governance and social dynamics.

3. The Social Contract by Jean-Jacques Rousseau

Rousseau’s treatise discusses the legitimacy of political authority and the agreement between the
governed and their rulers. He argues that true sovereignty lies with the people and introduces the
concept of the "general will." The work lays the groundwork for modern democratic theory and the
idea of popular sovereignty.

4. Politics by Aristotle

In this comprehensive work, Aristotle analyzes various forms of government and their respective
strengths and weaknesses. He explores the roles of citizens, the nature of justice, and the concept of
the polis as a political community. The book is a cornerstone of classical political science and ethics.

5. The Origins of Totalitarianism by Hannah Arendt

Arendt investigates the rise of totalitarian regimes in the 20th century, focusing on Nazi Germany and
Stalinist Russia. She explores how ideology, propaganda, and terror contribute to the collapse of
democratic institutions. The book provides critical insights into the dangers of unchecked political
power.



6. Capitalism and Freedom by Milton Friedman

A seminal work linking economic freedom with political freedom, Friedman argues that competitive
capitalism is essential for individual liberty. He critiques government intervention in the economy and
advocates for free markets. The book has been influential in shaping neoliberal economic policies.

7. The Structure of Social Action by Talcott Parsons

Parsons presents a theoretical framework for understanding social systems and the actions of
individuals within them. He integrates ideas from sociology, economics, and political science to
explain how social order is maintained. This work is pivotal in the development of structural
functionalism.

8. Governing the Commons by Elinor Ostrom

Ostrom challenges conventional wisdom about the tragedy of the commons by demonstrating how
communities can successfully manage shared resources without centralized control. Through
empirical case studies, she identifies principles for collective governance. Her work has important
implications for political science, economics, and environmental studies.

9. The End of History and the Last Man by Francis Fukuyama

Fukuyama argues that liberal democracy may represent the endpoint of humanity’s ideological
evolution. He discusses the implications of the Cold War’s conclusion and the spread of democratic
governance. The book stimulates debate about the future of political systems and global order.
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1969-05-02 This 1969 study considers the relation of sociology to political philosophy and extends
traditional political philosophy in the direction of contemporary developments.

political science a social science: The Future of Political Science Harold D. Lasswell,
2017-09-04 Harold D. Lasswell is arguably the quintessential face of political science to the larger
public of the past century. However, there is a side to Lasswell less well known, but of special
importance in this day and age: the place of the profession of politics as an academic activity. This
book, written at the start of the culture wars thirty years ago, outlines the basic core position of
political science practitioners. It helps to explain why the field kept its collective cool, when other
social science professionals veered to more extreme activist positions.The Future of Political Science
grew out of the phenomenally rapid expansion of the study of government in the United States and
elsewhere. The study of professionalism among physical scientists, lawyers, engineers, etc. was not
matched by such internal examination within the social sciences until much later. Lasswell's
overview centered on developments in the United States. There unfettered study of government
reached unprecedented heights in the final stage of the twentieth century. The key concept of this
volume, one that continues to inform discourse, is the relationship of political science as a
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mechanism for the study and teaching of the political system to the field as a tool of the
Establishment. This concern grew in the wake of a variety of scandals and secret support sponsored
by both government and non-government organizations alike.The Future of Political Science covers
areas ranging from membership size and disparities, intervention scenarios in world events, the
nature of creativity in political research collaboration in projects with the other social sciences, and
the location of scientific centers of gravity in the study of politics. Because of Lasswell's works we
have a field of the political science of knowledge as well as the sociology of knowledge.Harold D.
Lasswell served as Ford Foundation Professor of the Social Sciences at Yale University,
Distinguished Professor of Policy Sciences at Joh

political science a social science: The Political Sciences Hugh Stretton, 2013-04-15 Social
science is a social activity as well as a method of discovery. The researchers’ values and politics
colour their work and so do their choices of scientific method. This book is about both - the technical
effects of values and the political effects of technique. The author reports what social scientists and
historians actually do. He sorts out the scientific from the political content in a wide range of old and
new work in history, sociology, political science and economics. The overall work is a detailed
political and technical criticism of the ‘scientistic’ programme which would have researchers select
for such qualities as objectivity, uniformity, and generality, cumulation and professional unanimity.

political science a social science: The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Political Science
Harold Kincaid, Jeroen Van Bouwel, 2023 The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Political Science
brings together philosophers of science and political scientists to discuss philosophical issues in
political science. The book offers twenty-seven essays on how to do research in political science, the
purposes and use of political science in society as well as how to evaluate claims made by political
scientists.

political science a social science: Bibliography of Social Science Periodicals and Monograph
Series United States. Bureau of the Census, United States. Bureau of the Census. Foreign
Demographic Analysis Division, 1965

political science a social science: Proceedings of the ... Annual Convention of the
Southwestern Political and Social Science Association Southwestern Political and Social
Science Association. Convention, 1924

political science a social science: BSSTET Paper - II (Social Science) Exam Book
(English Edition) | Bihar Special School Teacher Eligibility Test (Class VI to VIII) | 10
Practice Tests (1500 Solved MCQ) EduGorilla Prep Experts, ¢ Best Selling Book in English
Edition for BSSTET Paper - II (Social Science) Recruitment Exam with objective-type questions as
per the latest syllabus. * BSSTET Paper - II (Social Science) Recruitment Exam Preparation Kit
comes with 10 Practice Tests with the best quality content. ¢ Increase your chances of selection by
16X. « BSSTET Paper - II (Social Science) Recruitment Exam Prep Kit comes with well-structured
and 100% detailed solutions for all the questions. ¢ Clear exam with good grades using thoroughly
Researched Content by experts.

political science a social science: Political Science and Chinese Political Studies Sujian Guo,
2012-07-25 We have witnessed the substantial transformation of China studies, particularly Chinese
political studies, in the past 30 years due to changes in China and its rising status in the world as
well as changes in our ways of conducting research. As area studies specialists, we are no longer
“isolated” from the larger disciplines of Political Science and International Relations (IR) but an
integral part of them. This book contains theoretically innovative contributions by distinguished
political scientists from inside and outside China, who together offer up-to-date overviews of the
state of the field of Chinese political studies, combines empirical and normative researches as well
as theoretical exploration and case studies, explore the relationship between Western political
science scholarship and contemporary Chinese political studies, examine the logic and methods of
political science and their scholarly application and most recent developments in the study of
Chinese politics, and discuss the hotly-contested and debated issues in Chinese political studies,
such as universality and particularity, regularity and diversity, scientification and indigenization,



main problems, challenges, opportunities and directions for the disciplinary and intellectual
development of Chinese political studies in the context of rising China.

political science a social science: The Routledge Companion to Philosophy of Social
Science Lee Mclntyre, Alex Rosenberg, 2016-12-08 The Routledge Companion to Philosophy of
Social Science is an outstanding guide to the major themes, movements, debates, and topics in the
philosophy of social science. It includes thirty-seven newly written chapters, by many of the leading
scholars in the field, as well as a comprehensive introduction by the editors. Insofar as possible, the
material in this volume is presented in accessible language, with an eye toward undergraduate and
graduate students who may be coming to some of this material for the first time. Scholars too will
appreciate this clarity, along with the chance to read about the latest advances in the discipline. The
Routledge Companion to Philosophy of Social Science is broken up into four parts. Historical and
Philosophical Context Concepts Debates Individual Sciences Edited by two of the leading scholars in
the discipline, this volume is essential reading for anyone interested in the philosophy of social
science, and its many areas of connection and overlap with key debates in the philosophy of science.

political science a social science: Research Methods for Political Science David E.
McNabb, 2020-12-31 The third edition of Research Methods for Political Science retains its effective
approach to helping students learn what to research, why to research and how to research. The text
integrates both quantitative and qualitative approaches to research in one volume and covers such
important topics as research design, specifying research problems, designing questionnaires and
writing questions, designing and carrying out qualitative research and analyzing both quantitative
and qualitative research data. Heavily illustrated, classroom tested, exceptionally readable and
engaging, the text presents statistical methods in a conversational tone to help students surmount
math phobia. Updates to this new edition include: Research topics chapters have been upgraded and
expanded. Two mixed methods design chapters have been added. A new chapter on hermeneutic
analysis designs and research with large data sets. The chapter on multivariate statistics has been
expanded, with an expanded discussion on logistic regression. Tools on how to prepare and present
research findings are now featured in the appendix, allowing instructors more flexibility when
teaching their courses. Research Methods for Political Science will give students the confidence and
knowledge they need to understand the methods and basics skills for data collection, presentation
and analysis.

political science a social science: The Chinese Social and Political Science Review , 1923 Has
annual indexes.

political science a social science: Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social
Science , 1923

political science a social science: Social Science for What? Mark Solovey, 2020-07-07 How
the NSF became an important yet controversial patron for the social sciences, influencing debates
over their scientific status and social relevance. In the early Cold War years, the U.S. government
established the National Science Foundation (NSF), a civilian agency that soon became widely
known for its dedication to supporting first-rate science. The agency's 1950 enabling legislation
made no mention of the social sciences, although it included a vague reference to other sciences.
Nevertheless, as Mark Solovey shows in this book, the NSF also soon became a major--albeit
controversial--source of public funding for them.

political science a social science: Political Science in Africa, 2023-12-28 Bringing together
African and international scholars, this book gives an account of the present state of the discipline of
political science in Africa - generating insights into its present and future trajectories, and assessing
the freedom with which it is practiced. Tackling subjects including the decolonization of the
discipline, political scientists as public intellectuals, and the teaching of political science, this
diverse range of perspectives paints a detailed picture of the impact and relevance of the political
science discipline on the continent during the struggles for democratization, and the influence it
continues to exert today.

political science a social science: Making Political Science Matter Sanford Schram, Brian



Caterino, 2006-11-27 Discusses the state of the field of Political Science. This book talks about the
usefulness of rational choice theory; the ethical limits of pluralism; the use (and misuse) of empirical
research; the divorce between political theory and empirical science; and the connection between
political science scholarship and political struggles. a Making Political Science Matter brings
together a number of prominent scholars to discuss the state of the field of Political Science. In
particular, these scholars are interested in ways to reinvigorate the discipline by connecting it to
present day political struggles. Uniformly well-written and steeped in a strong sense of history, the
contributors consider such important topics as: the usefulness of rational choice theory; the ethical
limits of pluralism; the use (and misuse) of empirical research in political science; the present-day
divorce between political theory and empirical science; the connection between political science
scholarship and political struggles, and the future of the discipline. This volume builds on the debate
in the discipline over the significance of the work of Bent Flyvbjerg, whose book Making Social
Science Matter has been characterized as a manifesto for the Perestroika Movement that has roiled
the field in recent years

political science a social science: Introduction to the Social Sciences (RLE Social Theory)
Maurice Duverger, 2020-09-10 Professor Duverger at last provides the student with an overall view
of the methodology of the social sciences. He briefly traces the origin of the notion of a social
science, showing how it emerged from social philosophy. Its essential elements and pre-conditions
are described; the splintering of social science into specialist disciplines is explained, and the need
for a general sociology confirmed. The techniques of observation used by social scientists are dealt
with in some detail and the unity of the social sciences is illustrated by examples of the universal
application of these techniques. Documentary evidence in its various forms are described along with
the basic analytical techniques, including quantitative methods and content analysis. Other methods
of gathering information through polls, interviews, attitude scales and participant observation are all
described. Professor Duverger brings together the different kinds of analysis used to assess the
information thus gathered. Arguing that observing and theorizing are not two different stages or
levels of research, he examines the practical value and difficulties of general sociological theories,
partial theories and models and working hypotheses. He both describes and assesses the limitations
of experiment and the scope of comparative methods in the social sciences. He then gives
elementary instructions for using and assessing the value of mathematical techniques. The
possibilities of presenting social phenomena through graphs and charts are also explored. There are
useful book lists and diagrams.

political science a social science: Political Science Herbert F. Weisberg, 1986 If at one time
we thought that the movement to science would yield unification of the discipline, it is now apparent
that there are many roads to science. Still it is important for us to consider yet again what the
appropriate goals are for our scientific enterprise. What works in theory building; induction and
deduction; prediction and control; the search for useful principles to guide us OCo examining these
questions, we can build a better science. Political science has come so far as a discipline that
different schools and scholars have different interpretations of science in the study of politics, and
that diversity is important to maintain. Advances made in the study of political institutions and
behavior are described in twelve essays from the 1983 annual meeting of the American Political
Science Association . Addressing they do not employ any single approach to the study of the science
of politics. Taken as a whole, they illustrate the multiplicity of interpretations that are presently
given to the common enterprise.

political science a social science: Ibss: Political Science: 1987 British Library of Political and
Economic Science, 1991 IBSS is the essential tool for librarians, university departments, research
institutions and any public or private institutions whose work requires access to up-to-date and
comprehensive knowledge of the social sciences.

political science a social science: A New Handbook of Political Science Robert E. Goodin,
Hans-Dieter Klingemann, 1996-09-19 The New Handbook of Political Science is an authoritative
survey of developments in the discipline compiled by 42 of the most famous political scientists




worldwide, analysing progress over the past twenty years and assessing this in the context of
historical trends in the field. Discussion of each of the main subdisciplines: political institutions
political behaviour comparative politics international relations political theory public policy and
administration political economy political methodology breaks down into four sections: an overview
of the field analysis from two key perspectives in the field Old and new: an eminent scholar in the
field assesses the new developments in the light of older traditions in the discipline International in
its scope, systematic in its coverage, A New Handbook of Political Science will become the reference
book for political scientists, and those tracking their work, into the next century. The New Handbook
of Political Science is an authoritative survey of developments in the discipline compiled by 42 of the
most famous political scientists worldwide, analysing progress over the past twenty years and
assessing this in the context of historical trends in the field. ' The New Handbook of Political Science
is the most comprehensive and well-done effort to describe the state of political science extant. It
contains much which will be required reading. I strongly recommend it'. Seymour Martin Lipset
"The Handbook is a masterly and authoritative survey, comprehensive yet compact, by a stellar
international cast of contributors...a most worthy successor to the old Greenstein-Polsby Handbook,
published two decades ago'. Arend Lijphart "This is an extraordinarily useful mapping of what has
happend in the discipline in the last twenty years, since the classic 1975 Handbook was
published...Scholars are well advised to read this new, single-volume Handbook in its entirety. For
this volume is not only a collection of brilliant contributions, but also a much needed cross-fertilizing
endeavour'. Giovanni Sartori
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