political machine in a sentence

political machine in a sentence is a phrase that encapsulates the concept of a highly organized
political group that commands sufficient votes to maintain control over a local government or
political entity. Understanding how to use this term effectively in a sentence involves grasping the
historical context, structure, and influence political machines have wielded in American politics. This
article explores the meaning and usage of "political machine in a sentence," providing detailed
examples and discussing its relevance in contemporary political discourse. Additionally, the article
delves into the origins of political machines, their operational mechanisms, and the impact they have
had on democratic processes. By the end, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how
to articulate the term accurately and contextually in various sentences. This exploration aims to
enrich vocabulary and enhance clarity when discussing political organizations known as political
machines.
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Definition and Overview of Political Machine

The term "political machine" refers to a highly organized group within a political party that controls
election results by securing votes through various means, often including patronage and favors.
Political machines are typically structured hierarchically, with a boss or leader at the top who
directs the activities of the organization. These groups are known for their ability to mobilize large
numbers of voters and maintain political power over extended periods. The phrase "political machine
in a sentence" is commonly used to illustrate how to incorporate this concept into written or spoken
language effectively. Understanding the definition of a political machine is essential for accurately
describing political dynamics in a historical or analytical context.

Historical Context of Political Machines

Political machines have played a significant role in the history of American politics, particularly
during the 19th and early 20th centuries. These organizations thrived in urban centers where

immigrant populations and working-class communities were prevalent. Political machines often
provided essential services, such as jobs, housing, and legal assistance, in exchange for political



support. The most infamous example is Tammany Hall in New York City, which exemplified the
power and reach of political machines during this era. The phrase "political machine in a sentence"
can be used to describe these historical entities and their methods of influence.

Origins and Development

The origins of political machines can be traced back to the rapid urbanization and immigration
waves in the United States during the 1800s. Political bosses capitalized on the needs of new city
residents by offering assistance in return for votes, creating a reciprocal relationship that
entrenched their power. Over time, political machines became synonymous with corruption and
patronage, although they also facilitated governance and community support in some cases.

Notable Political Machines in History

Several political machines have become notable in American history due to their scale and influence.
These include:

e Tammany Hall: The Democratic Party political machine in New York City, active from the late
18th century through the 1930s.

¢ Chicago Democratic Machine: Led by figures such as Mayor Richard J. Daley, this machine
dominated Chicago politics for decades.

e Boston’s Political Machines: Known for their control over local government and state
politics.

Using Political Machine in a Sentence: Examples and
Tips

Crafting sentences with the term "political machine" requires clarity and context to convey the
intended meaning effectively. The phrase can be used in various ways to describe the entity itself, its
characteristics, or its impact. Below are examples demonstrating different sentence structures and
contexts.

Simple Sentences

These sentences define or describe political machines in straightforward terms:

e The political machine controlled the city’s elections for decades through patronage and voter
mobilization.

¢ A political machine often relies on a network of loyal supporters to maintain power.



Complex Sentences
More detailed sentences provide context or illustrate consequences:

e Although the political machine provided social services to immigrants, it also engaged in
corrupt practices that undermined democratic principles.

e The downfall of the political machine was hastened by reformers who exposed its manipulation
of the electoral process.

Tips for Using "Political Machine in a Sentence"

e Ensure the sentence clarifies whether the political machine is being described positively,
negatively, or neutrally.

¢ Incorporate historical or modern examples to provide context.

nou

e Use synonyms such as “political organization,” “party apparatus,” or “political boss system” to

vary language.

e Maintain accuracy by referencing the hierarchical and organizational aspects of political
machines.

Characteristics and Functions of Political Machines

Political machines are defined by several core characteristics and functions that distinguish them
from other political entities. Understanding these features is essential for explaining the concept
clearly in sentences and discussions.

Hierarchical Structure

At the top of a political machine is a leader or boss who exercises control over party members and
political appointments. Below the boss are ward leaders and precinct captains who manage voter
mobilization and loyalty at the grassroots level.

Patronage System

Political machines often operate through a system of patronage, rewarding supporters with
government jobs, contracts, or services in exchange for votes and political allegiance. This
reciprocal system sustains the machine’s power.



Voter Mobilization

One of the key functions of a political machine is to turn out voters during elections. This is achieved
through door-to-door canvassing, providing transportation to polls, and offering incentives to voters.

Community Services

Political machines frequently provide essential services to communities, especially marginalized
groups, filling gaps left by government institutions. These services help secure voter loyalty and
reinforce the machine’s influence.

Impact of Political Machines on American Politics

Political machines have had a profound impact on the development of American political systems,
influencing governance, elections, and public policy. Their legacy is complex, involving both positive
and negative aspects.

Positive Contributions

Political machines helped integrate immigrants and marginalized populations into the political
process by providing social support and representation. They also facilitated efficient voter
mobilization and political organization in rapidly growing cities.

Negative Consequences

Conversely, political machines are often criticized for fostering corruption, nepotism, and
undermining democratic fairness. Their reliance on patronage and vote-buying sometimes led to
inefficiency and abuse of power.

Reforms and Decline

The rise of reform movements and changes in election laws during the 20th century led to the
decline of political machines. Measures such as civil service reform, secret ballots, and voter
registration requirements weakened their control.

Modern Usage and Relevance

While traditional political machines have largely faded, the concept remains relevant in analyzing
contemporary political organizations and power structures. The phrase "political machine in a
sentence" continues to be useful for educational and analytical purposes.



Contemporary Political Organizations

Modern political entities may exhibit some traits of political machines, such as strong party
discipline, centralized leadership, and strategic voter mobilization. However, they operate in more
transparent and regulated environments.

Use in Political Analysis and Education

The term "political machine" is frequently used in academic settings to describe historical political
phenomena and to critique aspects of political organization. Using the phrase accurately in
sentences enhances understanding and communication about political history and theory.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a political machine in a sentence?

A political machine is an organized group that controls a political party's activities and rewards
supporters with jobs and favors.

Can you use political machine in a sentence?

The city's political machine ensured that loyal voters received government jobs in exchange for their
support.

How does a political machine operate in a sentence?

A political machine operates by mobilizing voters and distributing resources to maintain power and
influence.

What is an example of political machine in a sentence?

Tammany Hall was a notorious political machine that dominated New York City politics in the 19th
century.

Why is the term political machine important in a sentence?

The term political machine is important because it highlights how organized groups can manipulate
elections and government functions.

How can you describe the impact of a political machine in a
sentence?

The political machine's control over local elections often led to corruption and diminished
democratic processes.



Additional Resources

1. Machine Politics: A Study of Urban Political Machines - This book delves into the history and
structure of urban political machines in the United States, exploring how they operated to maintain
power. It provides detailed case studies of cities like New York and Chicago, illustrating the
mechanisms of patronage and voter mobilization. The book also discusses the social and economic
impacts of political machines on urban communities.

2. Boss Tweed’s New York: The Rise and Fall of the Political Machine - Focusing on the infamous
figure William "Boss" Tweed, this work examines the Tammany Hall political machine in 19th-
century New York City. It highlights Tweed’s methods of control, corruption, and influence, as well
as the reform movements that eventually dismantled the machine. The narrative provides insight
into the interplay between politics, power, and public opinion.

3. The Politics of Patronage: Political Machines and American Democracy - This book analyzes the
patronage system that underpinned political machines and its effects on democratic processes in
America. It discusses how political machines traded jobs and favors for votes, shaping electoral
outcomes. The author also considers the ethical implications and the tension between machine
politics and democratic ideals.

4. City Bosses: Political Machines and Urban Governance - This title explores the role of political
machines in governing American cities during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It examines the
balance these machines struck between corruption and efficient city management. The book also
evaluates the legacy of political machines in modern urban politics.

5. From Patronage to Reform: The Decline of Political Machines - This book traces the decline of
political machines in the face of progressive reforms and changing political landscapes. It discusses
key legislative and social changes that undermined machine power. The author highlights the
transition towards more transparent and accountable governance.

6. Political Machines and Immigrant Politics in America - Focusing on the immigrant communities,
this book investigates how political machines capitalized on immigrant populations to build and
sustain power. It examines the reciprocal relationship where machines provided social services in
exchange for political loyalty. The book offers a nuanced understanding of the role of ethnicity and
community in machine politics.

7. Corruption and Control: The Mechanics of Political Machines - This work provides a detailed look
at the internal workings of political machines, emphasizing corruption and control mechanisms. It
discusses the strategies used to manipulate elections and maintain loyalty among constituents. The
book also explores the challenges reformers faced in breaking machine dominance.

8. Political Machines in the Progressive Era - This book situates political machines within the
broader context of the Progressive Era, analyzing how reformers sought to dismantle machine
influence. It contrasts machine politics with emerging democratic reforms like the secret ballot and
civil service exams. The author discusses the complex legacy of political machines during this
transformative period.

9. The Legacy of Political Machines: Urban Power and Reform - This title reflects on the enduring
impact of political machines on urban politics and governance. It assesses how machine-era policies
shaped city development and political culture. The book also considers contemporary political
organizations that draw on machine-era tactics.
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political machine in a sentence: The Political Machine Adam T. Smith, 2020-08-04 The
Political Machine investigates the essential role that material culture plays in the practices and
maintenance of political sovereignty. Through an archaeological exploration of the Bronze Age
Caucasus, Adam Smith demonstrates that beyond assemblies of people, polities are just as
importantly assemblages of things—from ballots and bullets to crowns, regalia, and licenses. Smith
looks at the ways that these assemblages help to forge cohesive publics, separate sovereigns from a
wider social mass, and formalize governance—and he considers how these developments continue to
shape politics today. Smith shows that the formation of polities is as much about the process of
manufacturing assemblages as it is about disciplining subjects, and that these material objects or
machines sustain communities, orders, and institutions. The sensibilities, senses, and sentiments
connecting people to things enabled political authority during the Bronze Age and fortify political
power even in the contemporary world. Smith provides a detailed account of the transformation of
communities in the Caucasus, from small-scale early Bronze Age villages committed to
egalitarianism, to Late Bronze Age polities predicated on radical inequality, organized violence, and
a centralized apparatus of rule. From Bronze Age traditions of mortuary ritual and divination to
current controversies over flag pins and Predator drones, The Political Machine sheds new light on
how material goods authorize and defend political order.

political machine in a sentence: Life in the Political Machine Jonathan T. Hiskey, Mason W.
Moseley, 2020-06-26 Whether in the northern provinces of Argentina, the central states of Mexico,
or the southern states of the United States, less-than-democratic subnational regimes are often
found within democratic national political systems. However, little is known about how or if these
subnational pockets foster political attitudes and behavior that threaten the democratic norms that
exist at the national level. Life in the Political Machine offers one of the first systematic explorations
of the ways in which subnational dominant-party enclaves influence citizens' political attitudes and
behaviors through a focus on the provinces and states of Argentina and Mexico. Specifically, the
authors find starkly divergent patterns of political attitudes and behaviors among citizens in
dominant-party enclaves as opposed to those living in competitive multiparty systems. In the latter,
the authors find a political culture that approximates what scholars have long documented in
established democracies. In the former, they uncover three factors--the politicization of the rule of
law, an uneven electoral playing field, and the partisan cooptation of state resources--that strongly
shape citizens' understanding of democratic principles, accountability, and political participation.
The authors argue that this environment erodes public support for democracy at the national level
and that these local strongholds of illiberalism thus provide added fuel to the recent drift from
democracy globally. Ultimately, this book calls for greater attention to subnational variations in
citizens' political attitudes and behaviors in order to more fully understand the process through
which a national democratic political culture can emerge.

political machine in a sentence: The Birmingham Political Machine Andrew Reekes,
2018-08-19 The British electorate swelled dramatically with the passing of the Second Reform Act in
1867. This presented the political class with a significant challenge. Here was a large, new
electorate which needed to be understood, managed, enthused, and persuaded to vote for the right
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candidate in local and parliamentary elections. From this time onwards education and democratic
involvement of these new voters became vital for political success. In Birmingham, the town of a
thousand trades, Joseph Chamberlain and his allies were faced with an electorate which had tripled
in size overnight and many of whom had never previously voted or participated in politics. In
response, Joseph Chamberlain and his close-knit Birmingham team developed national campaigns on
issues such as universal education, democracy and tariff reform which required new methods for
propagating and winning arguments that resonated across all classes and interests. At the same
time they colonised Birmingham's town council, school board and other municipal bodies where they
gained the practical political experience which they could transfer to the national stage. For the first
time The Birmingham Political Machine lays bare how Joseph Chamberlain with his colleagues and
friends was so successful that never before or since has one politician monopolised regional power
as Joseph Chamberlain did for more than thirty years in the West Midlands. He made it his invincible
fortress. From now on British politics would never be the same and the techniques developed by the
Birmingham Machine can still be seen today.

political machine in a sentence: Becoming Deviant David Matza, Thomas G. Blomberg,
2017-07-28 Becoming Deviant describes a process by which people move from an affinity for certain
prohibited behaviors to full-blown deviance. This process includes affiliation with circles and settings
that include or sponsor offenses, followed by understanding and identification of the offenses as
prohibited behavior by the transgressor. The process can be summarized as affinity, affiliation, and
signification. The sequential process Matza describes allows for non-recurrent offending behavior,
recidivism, and offending again. His perspective is motivated by the view that criminological
theories do not explain a number of the fundamental empirical features and nuances known to be
associated with delinquency. This includes the frequent termination of delinquent behavior at the
onset of adulthood, the often conformist nature of delinquent behavior, and the large numbers of
non-delinquents that are often found in otherwise high-delinquency areas. In Becoming Deviant
Matza reasons that most, though not all, delinquent behavior constitutes relatively uniform
phenomena that is developmental in character. Individuals proceed from trivial to more serious
infractions. He argues that delinquent behavior represents youths searching for adventure and is
accompanied by withdrawal from conventional values and associated behavior. Matza further claims
that many delinquents are not fully committed to a delinquent lifestyle, and this explains why
delinquent behavior often ends with adulthood. Matza's compelling and integrated theoretical
explanation makes this a classic in the increasingly sophisticated criminological literature. Thomas
Blomberg's new introduction shows why Becoming Deviant remains of central importance to the
field.

political machine in a sentence: The Candidate's Dilemma Elisabeth A. Kramer,
2022-06-15 In The Candidate's Dilemma, Elisabeth Kramer tells the story of how three political
candidates in Indonesia made decisions to resist, engage in, or otherwise incorporate money politics
into their electioneering strategies over the course of their campaigns. As they campaign, candidates
encounter pressure from the institutional rules that guide elections, political parties, and voters, and
must also negotiate complex social relationships to remain competitive. For anticorruption
candidates, this context presents additional challenges for building and maintaining their identities.
Some of these candidates establish their campaign parameters early and are able to stay their
course. For others, the campaign trail results in an avalanche of compromises, each one eating away
at their sense of what constitutes moral and acceptable behavior. The Candidate's Dilemma delves
into the lived experiences of candidates to offer a nuanced study of how the political and personal
intersect when it comes to money politics, anticorruptionism, and electoral campaigning in
Indonesia.

political machine in a sentence: Hearings United States. Congress. House, 1959

political machine in a sentence: GMAT with Online Test Barron's Educational Series,
Bobby Umar, Carl S. Pyrdum, 2017-01-01 Barron’s GMAT is designed to give you the best balance in
both the depth of content and breadth of strategies. Written by two of North America's leading



GMAT experts and award-winning instructors, this edition gives you the confidence to tackle every
GMAT problem. You will know what to expect, what theory each question tests, what strategies you
have in your arsenal and the step-by-step processes to get the correct answer quickly and efficiently.
This book provides a comprehensive review of all four content areas on the GMAT. Most importantly,
it offers solid strategies for managing the particular challenges presented by this high-stakes,
computer adaptive exam. For each of the GMAT sections (Verbal, Quantitative, Integrated
Reasoning, and the Analytical Writing Assessment), Barron’s GMAT provides: One full-length online
practice test Diagnostic Skills Tests—initial quizzes that accurately and quickly assess strengths and
weaknesses within a topic area Targeted Review Questions—additional questions for the frequent
problem subject areas (probability, parallelism, data sufficiency) allowing test-takers to focus on
their specific needs Strategic Step-by-Step Methods—approaches to each question type field tested
by the authors on a wide range of test-takers with differing abilities and goals Full-Range
Content—questions, strategies, and tips for all test-takers, whether they are aiming for a 70th or
95th percentile score, studying while undergrads or after years in the business world Barron’s
GMAT includes more strategies, theory, and methodologies than any other stand-alone GMAT book
on the market! All questions come with answers and explanations.

political machine in a sentence: An introduction to political parties and practical
politics Perley Orman Ray, 1913

political machine in a sentence: SAT : Scholastic Assessment Test (English Edition) - 20
Sectional Tests and 5 Full Length Mock Tests (1500 Solved Questions) with Free Access to
Online Tests EduGorilla Prep Experts, 2022-12-20 - Best Selling Book in English Edition for SAT:
Scholastic Assessment Test with objective-type questions as per the latest syllabus given by the SAT.
- Compare your performance with other students using Smart Answer Sheets in EduGorilla's SAT:
Scholastic Assessment Test Practice Kit. - SAT: Scholastic Assessment Test Preparation Kit comes
with 25 Tests (20 Sectional Tests + 5 Full-length Mock Tests) with the best quality content. -
Increase your chances of selection by 16X. - SAT: Scholastic Assessment Test Prep Kit comes with
well-structured and 100% detailed solutions for all the questions. - Clear exam with good grades
using thoroughly Researched Content by experts.

political machine in a sentence: Computational Political Communication Yannis
Theocharis, Andreas Jungherr, 2024-11-11 The challenge of disentangling political communication
processes and their effects has grown with the complexity of the new political information
environment. But so have scientists’ toolsets and capacities to better study and understand them.
This edited volume focuses on the use of Computational Communication Science (CCS) to address
key questions in political communication, highlighting methodological innovations and the
theoretical, practical, and institutional challenges in the field. Topics include clickbaiting,
propaganda, political polarization, and media framing. The book starts by mapping the challenges
and opportunities of data collection and analysis, focusing on computational methods to address
theory-driven questions in political communication. Chapters highlight the theoretical, empirical,
and institutional aspects of Computational Communication Science (CCS) relevant to the field,
assessing the challenges of data requirements, digital signal semantics, and the crucial role of
infrastructures, academic institutions, ethics, and training in computational methods. Considering all
of these aspects, individual chapters showcase methodological innovations, applying CCS to topics
like clickbaiting in the context of propaganda in authoritarian regimes, the visual content produced
by political elites, political and affective polarization, and the media coverage of public policy as well
as framing in the news media. The volume also offers scholarly contributions on the theoretical,
practical, and institutional significance of CCS and the challenges in realizing its potential in
political communication. A significant contribution to the field of political communication, this
volume will be a key resource for scholars and researchers of communication studies, politics, media
studies and sociology. It was originally published in Political Communication.

political machine in a sentence: The New Republic Herbert David Croly, 1924

political machine in a sentence: Cyclopaedia of Political Science, Political Economy, and of



the Political History of the United States John Joseph Lalor, 1890

political machine in a sentence: The Story of American Democracy, Political and
Industrial Willis Mason West, 1922

political machine in a sentence: The Young Man and the World Albert J. Beveridge,
2019-12-09 In The Young Man and the World, Albert J. Beveridge presents a compelling exploration
of the complexities of youth and the transition into adulthood amid the societal challenges of the
early 20th century. With a vivid, rhetorical style that blends personal anecdotes with broader social
commentary, Beveridge navigates themes of ambition, responsibility, and the interplay between
individual agency and social structures. Written during a time of burgeoning industrialization and
shifting cultural norms in America, this work contextualizes the young man's struggle for identity
and purpose within a rapidly changing world, reflecting the zeitgeist of an era poised on the cusp of
modernity. Albert ]. Beveridge, a prominent American political figure, historian, and author, draws
on his rich experiences as a Senator and historian in crafting this work. His deep inquiries into
American policy and society permeate the narrative, revealing a personal conviction in the young
man'Ads potential to influence societal change. Beveridge'Ads firsthand knowledge of political
spheres likely inspired his call to action for youth, inviting them to engage with the world not just as
passive observers but as active participants in shaping their futures. For readers seeking a timeless
meditation on youth's challenges and opportunities, The Young Man and the World is an essential
read. Beveridge'Ads passionate plea for engagement and self-awareness resonates powerfully,
making this text invaluable for both young adults and anyone reflecting on their formative years. It is
a call to courage and integrity, encouraging readers to confront and navigate the complexities of
their own worlds.

political machine in a sentence: The Rise of Hybrid Political Islam in Turkey Seving
Bermek, 2019-05-14 This book charts the economic, social and political rise of the Justice and
Development Party (JDP) as well as its political resilience over the last sixteen years. Going beyond
the standard dichotomy debate of political Islam versus secularism, the author shows how the JDP, a
political party with substantial roots in political Islam, came to power in 2002 as an outcome of the
socioeconomic transformation process that started in the country in the 1980s. The book further
illustrates how the party consolidated its ruling power by catering to its core constituencies via a
multifaceted set of policies that gave rise to the emergence of a powerful political machine. A careful
analysis of the JDP’s policy agenda highlights the discrepancy between the party's discourse and its
supply of policies. Furthermore, the author shows how the party has skilfully (re-)framed its
ideological stance by changing alliances, and in analysing this hybrid ideological framing she
presents key underpinnings of the party that paved the way to a fundamental restructuring of the
Turkish party system and establishment of a new regime that replaced the old guard. This book will
be of interest to academics, graduate students and researchers interested in comparative politics,
political science and sociology.

political machine in a sentence: Routledge Library Editions: Political Protest Various,
2022-07-30 This 26-volume set is a wide-ranging, time- and subject-spanning examination of the
phenomenon of political protest. What drives people to take to the streets, and how do their
governments respond? These questions and many more are analysed in areas as varied as
sixteenth-century German peasant uprisings, revolutionary Russians at the Paris Commune, women
protesting nuclear weapons at Greenham Common, and the role Christianity played in protests
across the ages. An impressive reference resource, this set also looks at the policing of protests and
official responses to them.

political machine in a sentence: IBPS Bank PO / MT Prelims Exam 2024 Common
Recruitment Process - CRP XIV | 15 Full-length Mock Tests ( Solved 1500+ Questions) with
Free Access to Online Tests EduGorilla Prep Experts, 2024-08-05 ¢ Best Selling Book in English
Edition for IBPS PO / MT Prelims Exam with objective-type questions as per the latest syllabus given
by the IBPS. « Compare your performance with other students using Smart Answer Sheets in
EduGorilla’s IBPS PO Prelims Exam Practice Kit. « IBPS PO Preliminary Exam Preparation Kit comes



with 15 Full-length Mock Tests ( Solved 1500+ Questions) with the best quality content. ¢ Increase
your chances of selection by 16X. * IBPS PO / MT Bank CRP XIV Preliminary Exam kit comes with
well-structured and 100% detailed solutions for all the questions. ¢ Clear exam with good grades
using thoroughly Researched Content by experts.

political machine in a sentence: Democracy and the Organization of Political Parties Moisei
Ostrogorski, 1922

political machine in a sentence: Fascism, Liberalism and Europeanism in the Political
Thought of Bertrand de Jouvenel and Alfred Fabre-Luce Daniel Knegt, 2025-10-01 Despite the
recent rise in studies that approach fascism as a transnational phenomenon, the links between
fascism and internationalist intellectual currents have only received scant attention. This book
explores the political thought of Bertrand de Jouvenel and Alfred Fabre-Luce, two French
intellectuals, journalists and political writers who, from 1930 to the mid-1950s, moved between
liberalism, fascism and Europeanism. Daniel Knegt argues that their longing for a united Europe was
the driving force behind this ideological transformation-and that we can see in their thought the
earliest stages of what would become neoliberalism.

political machine in a sentence: Political nyths and economic realities Frances Delaisi,
1927
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