political correctness in movies

political correctness in movies has become a pivotal topic in the film industry,
influencing how stories are told and characters are portrayed. As society evolves, the
demand for more inclusive and respectful representations on screen has increased,
prompting filmmakers to reconsider traditional narratives and stereotypes. This shift
reflects broader cultural conversations about diversity, equality, and sensitivity toward
marginalized groups. Political correctness in movies affects casting choices, dialogue,
plotlines, and even marketing strategies. While some celebrate this progress as a step
toward social justice, others critique it as censorship or limitation on creative freedom.
This article explores the origins, impacts, controversies, and future prospects of political
correctness in the cinematic world. The following sections provide an in-depth analysis of
the subject matter.

The Evolution of Political Correctness in Cinema

Impact on Film Content and Representation

Controversies and Criticisms Surrounding Political Correctness

Industry Responses and Adaptations

The Future of Political Correctness in Movies

The Evolution of Political Correctness in Cinema

The concept of political correctness in movies has evolved alongside societal changes and
the growing awareness of social justice issues. Initially, films often reflected the dominant
cultural perspectives without much consideration for minority voices or alternative
viewpoints. However, as civil rights movements gained momentum and public discourse
shifted toward inclusivity, the film industry began to adapt. This evolution encompasses
changes in scriptwriting, casting, and thematic focus, marking a transition from traditional
portrayals to more nuanced and diverse storytelling. Understanding this historical
progression is essential to grasp the current landscape of political correctness in movies.

Historical Context and Early Examples

In early Hollywood, movies frequently depicted stereotypical and often offensive
caricatures of ethnic, racial, and social groups. Characters from marginalized communities
were often relegated to side roles or portrayed with exaggerated traits that reinforced
prejudices. The civil rights era catalyzed a pushback against such representations, leading
to the emergence of films that challenged stereotypes and highlighted social issues. This
period saw the beginnings of political correctness as a conscious effort to promote fairness
and respect in cinematic narratives.



Shifts in Audience Expectations

As audiences became more diverse and socially aware, their expectations for
representation in movies changed significantly. Viewers began demanding authentic
portrayals that reflected real-world diversity and avoided harmful tropes. Film studios
responded by incorporating political correctness principles to appeal to broader
demographics and avoid backlash. This shift also influenced film criticism and academic
analysis, with political correctness becoming a key lens through which movies are
evaluated.

Impact on Film Content and Representation

The influence of political correctness in movies is evident in various aspects of film
production, from character development to plot construction. The drive for inclusivity has
led to more accurate and respectful depictions of race, gender, sexuality, disability, and
cultural identity. This impact extends beyond representation to affect narrative choices
and thematic emphasis, often highlighting issues of social justice and equality.

Diversity in Casting and Characters

One of the most noticeable effects of political correctness in movies is the increased
diversity in casting. Filmmakers now prioritize hiring actors from underrepresented
groups to play characters that reflect their identities authentically. This approach
challenges the traditional dominance of certain demographics and promotes visibility for
minorities. Additionally, characters have become more complex and multidimensional,
moving away from one-dimensional stereotypes.

Storytelling and Themes

Political correctness has encouraged storytellers to explore themes related to social
equity, discrimination, and cultural understanding. Films increasingly address topics such
as systemic racism, gender equality, LGBTQ+ rights, and disability inclusion. These
narratives aim to foster empathy and awareness among audiences, contributing to societal
conversations on these critical issues.

Examples of Politically Correct Films

e Films featuring diverse casts and culturally sensitive narratives
e Stories addressing social justice themes explicitly

e Reboots or adaptations that correct past stereotypes or biases



Controversies and Criticisms Surrounding
Political Correctness

Despite its intentions, political correctness in movies has sparked significant controversy.
Critics argue that excessive focus on political correctness can lead to censorship, stifle
creativity, and alienate certain audience segments. This section examines the main points
of contention and the ongoing debates within the film community and society at large.

Accusations of Censorship and Creative Restriction

Some filmmakers and commentators claim that political correctness imposes limitations
on artistic expression. They argue that the pressure to conform to politically correct
standards can result in self-censorship, where creators avoid certain topics or characters
to prevent offending audiences. This perspective views political correctness as a form of
cultural policing that undermines the freedom to explore complex or controversial
subjects.

Backlash from Audiences and Industry Professionals

Political correctness in movies has also prompted backlash from segments of the audience
who perceive it as forced or inauthentic. Some viewers feel alienated by narratives that
prioritize social messaging over entertainment value. Additionally, industry insiders
sometimes criticize the trend for prioritizing political agendas over storytelling quality.
These tensions highlight the challenge of balancing social responsibility with artistic
merit.

Debates on Authenticity and Representation

The question of who gets to tell certain stories remains a contentious issue within political
correctness discourse. Debates arise over casting decisions, such as whether actors should
match the ethnicity or background of the characters they portray. Critics of political
correctness argue that such requirements can be restrictive, while proponents emphasize
the importance of authentic representation to avoid cultural appropriation and
misrepresentation.

Industry Responses and Adaptations

The film industry has responded to political correctness in movies through various
strategies aimed at incorporating inclusivity while maintaining creative standards. These
adaptations reflect a growing recognition of the commercial and ethical importance of
diversity and sensitivity in filmmaking.



Inclusive Hiring Practices

Studios and production companies increasingly implement policies to promote diversity
not only in front of the camera but also behind the scenes. This includes hiring diverse
writers, directors, and crew members who bring varied perspectives to the filmmaking
process. Such initiatives help ensure that political correctness is integrated authentically
rather than superficially.

Content Review and Sensitivity Consultation

Many productions now employ sensitivity readers and cultural consultants to review
scripts and advise on potentially problematic content. This practice aims to identify and
mitigate stereotypes, offensive language, or inaccuracies before films reach audiences.
Sensitivity consultation has become a standard part of the pre-production process for
many studios.

Marketing and Audience Engagement

Marketing strategies also reflect the influence of political correctness by targeting diverse
demographics and highlighting inclusive themes. Studios use promotional campaigns that
emphasize representation and social relevance to connect with socially conscious viewers.
Audience feedback and social media discussions increasingly shape marketing decisions
and film content.

The Future of Political Correctness in Movies

The role of political correctness in movies continues to evolve as societal values and
technological advancements shape the entertainment landscape. Emerging trends suggest
ongoing efforts to balance inclusivity with creative freedom, ensuring that films resonate
with diverse audiences while maintaining artistic integrity.

Technological Innovations and Representation

Advancements in technology, such as virtual production and Al-driven casting tools, offer
new opportunities for diverse representation. These tools can facilitate more accurate
portrayals and reduce traditional barriers in the filmmaking process. The integration of
technology with political correctness principles may redefine how stories are told and who
is represented.

Globalization and Cross-Cultural Sensitivity

As films reach global audiences, political correctness in movies increasingly incorporates
cross-cultural considerations. Filmmakers must navigate different cultural norms and
sensitivities to appeal internationally while respecting local values. This global perspective



encourages broader inclusivity and cultural exchange in cinema.

Continued Dialogue and Adaptation

The future of political correctness in movies depends on ongoing dialogue among creators,
audiences, and critics. As social attitudes shift, the film industry must remain adaptable,
learning from past successes and challenges. This dynamic process will shape the next
generation of films that reflect the complexities of contemporary society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is political correctness in movies?

Political correctness in movies refers to the practice of avoiding language, themes, or
representations that could be offensive or discriminatory towards particular groups,
aiming to promote inclusivity and respect.

Why has political correctness become a significant topic
in the film industry?

Political correctness has gained prominence as society becomes more aware of diversity,
equity, and inclusion, leading filmmakers to reconsider portrayals that might perpetuate
stereotypes or marginalize certain communities.

How does political correctness impact storytelling in
movies?

Political correctness can influence storytelling by encouraging more sensitive and
accurate representations of characters and cultures, though some argue it may also limit
creative freedom or lead to self-censorship.

Are there examples of movies that faced backlash for
lacking political correctness?

Yes, films like 'The Birth of a Nation' and 'Gone with the Wind' have faced criticism for
racist portrayals, while others have been called out for gender stereotypes or cultural
insensitivity.

Can political correctness in movies enhance
representation?

Yes, political correctness often leads to more diverse and authentic representation of
different races, genders, sexual orientations, and abilities, helping audiences see
themselves reflected on screen.



Do some filmmakers oppose political correctness in
movies?

Some filmmakers argue that political correctness can restrict artistic expression and that
movies should reflect reality without censorship, while others embrace it as a tool for
social progress.

How has social media influenced political correctness in
movies?

Social media allows audiences to quickly voice opinions and hold filmmakers accountable
for insensitive content, increasing pressure to adhere to politically correct standards.

Is political correctness in movies a global phenomenon?

While political correctness is most discussed in Western cinema, many countries grapple
with similar issues of representation and sensitivity, though cultural contexts and
standards vary widely.

Additional Resources

1. Reel Sensitivities: Political Correctness and Its Impact on Hollywood

This book explores the rise of political correctness in the film industry and how it has
shaped storytelling, casting, and production decisions. It examines both the positive
strides towards inclusivity and the controversies surrounding censorship and creative
freedom. Through case studies and interviews, the author provides a balanced view of the
cultural shifts influenced by political correctness in cinema.

2. Screening Identity: Politics, Diversity, and Representation in Modern Film

Focusing on the politics of representation, this book delves into how political correctness
has influenced portrayals of race, gender, and sexuality in movies. It discusses the
challenges filmmakers face in balancing authenticity with sensitivity and the evolving
expectations of audiences. The text also highlights landmark films that have successfully
navigated these complexities.

3. Censorship or Sensibility? The Debate over Political Correctness in Film

This volume presents a critical analysis of the ongoing debate between advocates of
political correctness and defenders of artistic freedom. It investigates instances where
political correctness has led to censorship or altered creative content. The author
considers the implications for filmmakers, audiences, and the broader cultural landscape.

4. Hollywood’s New Norms: Political Correctness and Changing Narratives

Examining recent trends, this book discusses how political correctness has redefined
narrative norms in Hollywood movies. It traces the shift from traditional storytelling to
more inclusive and socially conscious themes. The book also evaluates audience reception
and box office impacts of politically correct films.

5. The Politics of Comedy: Navigating Political Correctness in Film Humor



Comedy films often face unique challenges with political correctness, and this book
explores how comedians and writers adapt humor to avoid offense while remaining funny.
It addresses controversies surrounding jokes about race, gender, and identity and how the
comedy genre reflects broader societal changes. The author provides insights into
balancing satire, sensitivity, and artistic expression.

6. Diversity on Screen: The Role of Political Correctness in Casting and Character
Development

This book investigates how political correctness has influenced casting decisions and
character portrayals in contemporary cinema. It highlights efforts to increase diversity
and representation while discussing criticisms related to tokenism and authenticity.
Interviews with casting directors and actors offer insider perspectives on the evolving
industry standards.

7. Rewriting History: Political Correctness and Period Films

This title explores the tensions between historical accuracy and political correctness in
period films. It examines how filmmakers negotiate the depiction of sensitive historical
events and figures to avoid offending modern audiences. The book debates whether these
changes enhance or undermine the educational and artistic value of historical cinema.

8. Audience Reception and Political Correctness: Changing Viewer Expectations in Cinema
Focusing on the audience side, this book analyzes how political correctness has shifted
viewer expectations and interpretations of movies. It looks at social media influence, fan
reactions, and the role of criticism in shaping film content. The author discusses how
filmmakers respond to these evolving demands to stay relevant.

9. Beyond the Script: Political Correctness, Film Festivals, and Industry Gatekeepers

This book sheds light on how political correctness affects decisions beyond the screenplay,
including film festival selections and industry gatekeeping. It explores the role of curators,
critics, and producers in promoting politically correct films and the implications for
independent and mainstream cinema. The analysis includes case studies of films that
succeeded or struggled due to their political content.
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political correctness in movies: Movies as Politics Jonathan Rosenbaum, 2023-09-01 In this
new collection of reviews and essays, Jonathan Rosenbaum focuses on the political and social
dynamics of the contemporary movie scene. Rosenbaum, widely regarded as the most gifted
contemporary American commentator on the cinema, explores the many links between film and our
ideological identities as individuals and as a society. Readers will find revealing examinations of, for
example, racial stereotyping in the debates surrounding Do the Right Thing, key films from Africa,
China, Japan, and Taiwan, Hollywood musicals and French serials, and the cultural amnesia
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accompanying cinematic treatments of the Russian Revolution, the civil rights movement, and the
Vietnam War. From Schindler's List, Star Wars, Pulp Fiction, Forrest Gump, The Piano, and Ace
Ventura: Pet Detective to the maverick careers of Orson Welles, Jacques Tati, Nicholas Ray, Chantal
Akerman, Todd Haynes, and Andrei Tarkovsky, Rosenbaum offers a polemically pointed survey that
makes clear the high stakes involved in every aspect of filmmaking and filmgoing. In this new
collection of reviews and essays, Jonathan Rosenbaum focuses on the political and social dynamics of
the contemporary movie scene. Rosenbaum, widely regarded as the most gifted contemporary
American commentator on the cinema, explores the many

political correctness in movies: Political Correctness Geoffrey Hughes, 2011-09-13 Political
Correctness “Geoffrey Hughes has brought together with great panache the very many
manifestations of political correctness, both absurd and vicious, and shown how they express a
single collective mind-set. His book establishes beyond doubt that there is such a phenomenon, that
it has become dominant in our culture, and that it represents a growing tendency to censor public
debate and to prevent people from questioning orthodoxies which we all know to be false.” Roger
Scruton, American Enterprise Institute “What a joy this book is! Hughes’ study traces, with
unflagging zest, the modern history of PC. Sumptuous in data, in judgment precise, this is the latest
and fullest of Hughes’ series on the social history of language.” Walter Nash, Professor Emeritus,
University of Nottingham Political Correctness is now an everyday phrase and part of the modern
mindset. Everyone thinks they know what it means, but its own meaning constantly shifts. Its
surprising origins have led to it becoming integrated into contemporary culture in ways that are
both idealistic and ridiculous. Originally grounded in respect for difference and sensitivity to
suffering, it has often become a distraction and even a silencer of genuine issues, provoking satire
and parody. In this carefully researched, thought-provoking book, Geoffrey Hughes examines the
trajectory of political correctness and its impact on public life. Exploring the origins, progress,
content, and style of PC, Hughes’ journey leads us through authors as diverse as Chaucer,
Shakespeare and Swift; Philip Larkin, David Mamet, and J.M. Coetzee; from nursery rhymes to Spike
Lee films. Focusing on the historical, semantic, and cultural aspects of political correctness, this
outstanding and unique work will intrigue anyone interested in this ongoing debate.

political correctness in movies: Masculinity at the Movies Thomas Keith, 2025-06-05
Masculinity at the Movies takes a deep dive into masculinity in film and how Hollywood movies
continue to produce and promote masculine stereotypes that place boys and men in constraining
identities and dysfunctional patterns of behaviour. From classic film stars to those of the present
day, this textbook unpacks the development of the main male stereotypes in film - villains, heroes,
and oafs - and how movies can develop healthy new male representations. Alongside Hollywood
studio productions, it delves into Black, Native American, Latino, and Asian representation as well as
LGBTQ masculinity. Going beyond the present, it proposes what healthy masculinity at the movies
looks like and where Hollywood should set its sights to create more progressive models of
masculinity for the 21st century. Masculinity at the Movies will provide students of gender studies,
media studies, and cultural studies with new insights into stereotypes of men in contemporary film.

political correctness in movies: Movies and Politics James E. Combs, 2013-12-17 Collecting
together some of the best thinking about the relationship between movies and politics, this book,
originally published in 1993, encourages an awareness of the political dimension of film, both for
film scholars and those entering the film industry. Eight essays are grouped into four parts
addressing political ideology and movie narrative, political myth in the movies, political history and
movie culture, and political communication and the movies. An introductory essay, as well as
prefatory remarks to each of the four parts, brings additional insight and perspective and puts the
essays into context.

political correctness in movies: Derrida and Film Studies , 2025-10-02 Derrida and Film
Studies views Jacques Derrida’s in-depth and meandering ideas within the realm of film. Bringing
together audiovisual culture and deconstruction, the book explores the spectral turn of cinema.
Seeing the phenomenon of film as impacted by deconstruction and poststructuralism, the essays



offer a wide spectrum of perspectives and illustrate the reception of Derrida’s thought for a new
generation of philosophers of film. Using both well-known and pioneering methodologies, this rich
volume is an essential guide for understanding the importance of spectrality, hieroglyphics, writing
and difference, and alterity in film.

political correctness in movies: Race and Contention in Twenty-First Century U.S.
Media Jason A. Smith, Bhoomi K. Thakore, 2016-04-20 This volume explores and clarifies the
complex intersection of race and media in the contemporary United States. Due to the changing
dynamics of how racial politics are played out in the contemporary US (as seen with debates of the
post-racial society), as well as the changing dynamics of the media itself (new vs. old media
debates), an interrogation of the role of the media and its various institutions within this area of
social inquiry is necessary. Contributors contend that race in the United States is dynamic,
connected to social, economic, and political structures which are continually altering themselves.
The book seeks to highlight the contested space that the media provides for changing dimensions of
race, examining the ways that various representations can both hinder or promote positive racial
views, considering media in relation to other institutions, and moving beyond thinking of media as a
passive and singular institution. Chapters 3 and 13 of this book are freely available as downloadable
Open Access PDFs at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non
Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.

political correctness in movies: Hollywood Hype and Audiences Thomas Austin,
2002-05-03 This book traces the circulation in Britain of three Hollywood films--Basic Instinct, Bram
Stoker's Dracula and Natural Born Killers --from marketing and critical reception to consumption in
cinemas and on video. It draws on economic discursive contexts and original audience research to
trace how meanings, pleasures, and uses are derived from popular film. A significant intervention
into methodological debates in film studies and a timely investigation of film culture, it focuses on
key questions about genre, taste, sexual pleasure and screen violence.

political correctness in movies: Hollywood and the Movies of the Fifties Foster Hirsch,
2023-10-10 A fascinating look at Hollywood’s most turbulent decade and the demise of the studio
system—set against the boom of the post-World War II years, the Cold War, and the atomic
age—and the movies that reflected the seismic shifts “The definitive book on 1950s Hollywood.”
—Booklist “Lavish. . . insightful, rich, expansive, penetrating.” —Kirkus Hollywood in the 1950s was
a period when the film industry both set conventions and broke norms and traditions—from
Cinerama, CinemaScope, and VistaVision to the epic film and lavish musical. It was a decade that
saw the rise of the anti-hero; the smoldering, the hidden, and the unspoken; teenagers gone wild in
the streets; the sacred and the profane; the revolution of the Method; the socially conscious; the
implosion of the studios; the end of the production code; and the invasion of the ultimate body
snatcher: the “small screen” television. Here is Eisenhower’s America—seemingly complacent,
conformity-ridden revealed in Vincente Minnelli’s Father of the Bride, Walt Disney’s Cinderella, and
Brigadoon, among others. And here is its darkening, resonant landscape, beset by conflict,
discontent, and anxiety (The Man Who Knew Too Much, The Asphalt Jungle, A Place in the Sun,
Touch of Evil, It Came From Outer Space) . . . an America on the verge of cultural, political and
sexual revolt, busting up and breaking out (East of Eden, From Here to Eternity, On the Waterfront,
Sweet Smell of Success, The Wild One, A Streetcar Named Desire, and Jailhouse Rock). An
important, riveting look at our nation at its peak as a world power and at the political, cultural,
sexual upheavals it endured, reflected and explored in the quintessential American art form.

political correctness in movies: A Companion to Film Theory Toby Miller, Robert Stam,
2008-06-09 This volume of specially commissioned work by experts in the field of film studies
provides a comprehensive overview of the field. Its international and interdisciplinary approach will
have a broad appeal to those interested in this multifaceted subject. Provides a major collection of
specially commissioned work by experts in the field of film studies. Represents material under a
variety of headings, including class, race, gender, queer theory, nation, stars, ethnography,
authorship, and spectatorship. Offers an international approach to the subject, including coverage of



topics such as genre, image, sound, editing, culture industries, early cinema, classical Hollywood,
and TV relations and technology. Includes concise chapter-by-chapter accounts of the background
and current approaches to each topic, followed by a prognostication on the future. Considers cinema
studies in relation to other forms of knowledge, such as critical studies, anthropology, and literature.

political correctness in movies: War Cinema Guy Westwell, 2006 "War Cinema' presents an
introduction to and overview of films that take war as their main theme. Framing the era with
'‘Apocalypse Now' and 'Apocalypse Now Redux', the author initially focuses on Vietnam on film in the
1970s and 1980s and how this divisive war was represented.

political correctness in movies: Leonard Maltin's 2014 Movie Guide Leonard Maltin,
2013-09-03 Summer blockbusters and independent sleepers; masterworks of Alfred Hitchcock, Billy
Wilder, and Martin Scorsese; the timeless comedy of the Marx Brothers and Buster Keaton;
animated classics from Walt Disney and Pixar; the finest foreign films ever made. This 2014 edition
covers the modern era, from 1965 to the present, while including all the great older films you can’t
afford to miss—and those you can—from box-office smashes to cult classics to forgotten gems to
forgettable bombs, listed alphabetically, and complete with all the essential information you could
ask for. NEW Nearly 16,000 capsule movie reviews, with more than 300 new entries NEW More than
25,000 DVD and video listings NEW Up-to-date list of mail-order and online sources for buying and
renting DVDs and videos NEW Completely updated index of leading performers MORE Official
motion picture code ratings from G to NC-17 MORE Old and new theatrical and video releases rated
*kxk to BOMB MORE Exact running times—an invaluable guide for recording and for discovering
which movies have been edited MORE Reviews of little-known sleepers, foreign films, rarities, and
classics AND Leonard’s all-new personal recommendations for movie lovers ¢ Date of release,
running time, director, stars, MPAA ratings, color or black-and-white * Concise summary, capsule
review, and four-star-to-BOMB rating system ¢ Precise information on films shot in widescreen
format ¢ Symbols for DVDs, videos, and laserdiscs « Completely updated index of leading actors
Up-to-date list of mail-order and online sources for buying and renting DVDs and videos

political correctness in movies: Movie Censorship and American Culture Francis G.
Couvares, 2006 From the earliest days of public outrage over indecent nickelodeon shows,
Americans have worried about the power of the movies. The eleven essays in this book examine
nearly a century of struggle over cinematic representations of sex, crime, violence, religion, race,
and ethnicity, revealing that the effort to regulate the screen has reflected deep social and cultural
schisms. In addition to the editor, contributors include Daniel Czitrom, Marybeth Hamilton, Garth
Jowett, Charles Lyons, Richard Maltby, Charles Musser, Alison M. Parker, Charlene Regester, Ruth
Vasey, and Stephen Vaughn. Together they make it clear that censoring the movies is more than just
a reflex against indecency, however defined. Whether censorship protects the vulnerable or
suppresses the creative, it is part of a broader culture war that breaks out recurrently as Americans
try to come to terms with the market, the state, and the plural society in which they live.

political correctness in movies: [J3 shi gingyao, 2024-09-24 I can't help it. Although he won
the second place in The Son of Tomorrow, his popularityis ridiculously high.

political correctness in movies: The Myth of Political Correctness John K. Wilson, 1995 The
classics of Western culture are out, not being taught, replaced by second-rate and Third World texts.
White males are a victimized minority on campuses across the country, thanks to affirmative action.
Speech codes have silenced anyone who won't toe the liberal line. Feminists, wielding their brand of
sexual correctness, have taken over. These are among the prevalent myths about higher education
that John K. Wilson explodes. The phrase political correctness is on everyone's lips, on radio and
television, and in newspapers and magazines. The phenomenon itself, however, has been deceptively
described. Wilson steps into the nation's favorite cultural fray to reveal that many of the most widely
publicized anecdotes about PC are in fact more myth than reality. Based on his own experience as a
student and in-depth research, he shows what's really going on beneath the hysteria and alarmism
about political correctness and finds that the most disturbing examples of thought policing on
campus have come from the right. The image of the college campus as a gulag of left-wing



totalitarianism is false, argues Wilson, created largely through the exaggeration of deceptive stories
by conservatives who hypocritically seek to silence their political opponents. Many of today's most
controversial topics are here: multiculturalism, reverse discrimination, speech codes, date rape, and
sexual harassment. So are the well-recognized protagonists in the debate: Dinesh D'Souza, William
Bennett, and Lynne Cheney, among others. In lively fashion and in meticulous detail, Wilson
compares fact to fiction and lays one myth after another to rest, revealing the double standard that
allows conservative correctness on college campuses to go unchallenged.

political correctness in movies: It's Only a Movie Mark Kermode, 2010-02-04 In It's Only a
Movie, the incomparable Mark Kermode takes us into the weird world of a life lived in widescreen.
Join him as he gets lost in Russia on the trail of a low-budget horror flick, gasp as he's shot at in
Hollywood while interviewing Bavarian director Werner Herzog, cheer as he gets thrown out of the
Cannes film festival for heckling in very bad French, and cringe as he's handbagged by Helen Mirren
at London's glitzy BAFTA Awards. Written with sardonic wit and wry good humour, this compelling
cinematic memoir is genuinely 'inspired by real events'.

political correctness in movies: Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook 2007 Roger Ebert,
2013-02-05 The most-trusted film critic in America. --USA Today Roger Ebert actually likes movies.
It's a refreshing trait in a critic, and not as prevalent as you'd expect. --Mick LaSalle, San Francisco
Chronicle America's favorite movie critic assesses the year's films from Brokeback Mountain to
Wallace and Gromit: The Curse of the Were-Rabbit. Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook 2007 is perfect
for film aficionados the world over. Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook 2007 includes every review by
Ebert written in the 30 months from January 2004 through June 2006-about 650 in all. Also included
in the Yearbook, which is about 65 percent new every year, are: * Interviews with newsmakers such
as Philip Seymour Hoffman, Terrence Howard, Stephen Spielberg, Ang Lee, and Heath Ledger,
Nicolas Cage, and more. * All the new questions and answers from his Questions for the Movie
Answer Man columns. * Daily film festival coverage from Cannes, Toronto, Sundance, and Telluride.
*Essays on film issues and tributes to actors and directors who died during the year.

political correctness in movies: The Palgrave Handbook of Music in Comedy Cinema
Emilio Audissino, Emile Wennekes, 2023-10-24 This handbook tackles the understudied relationship
between music and comedy cinema by analysing the nature, perception, and function of music from
fresh perspectives. Its approach is not only multidisciplinary, but also interdisciplinary in its close
examination of how music and other cinematic devices interact in the creation of comedy. The
volume addresses gender representation, national identities, stylistic strategies, and employs inputs
from cultural studies, musicology, music theory, psychology, cognitivism, semiotics, formal and
stylistic film analysis, and psychoanalysis. It is organised in four sections: general introductions,
theoretical investigations, music and comedy within national cinemas, and exemplary case studies of
films or authors.

political correctness in movies: Evil Arabs in American Popular Film Tim Jon Semmerling,
2009-06-23 2006 — Runner-up, Arab American National Museum Book Awards The evil Arab has
become a stock character in American popular films, playing the villain opposite American good
guys who fight for the American way. It's not surprising that this stereotype has entered American
popular culture, given the real-world conflicts between the United States and Middle Eastern
countries, particularly since the oil embargo of the 1970s and continuing through the Iranian
hostage crisis, the first and second Gulf Wars, and the ongoing struggle against al-Qaeda. But when
one compares the evil Arab of popular culture to real Arab people, the stereotype falls apart. In this
thought-provoking book, Tim Jon Semmerling further dismantles the evil Arab stereotype by showing
how American cultural fears, which stem from challenges to our national ideologies and myths, have
driven us to create the evil Arab Other. Semmerling bases his argument on close readings of six
films (The Exorcist, Rollover, Black Sunday, Three Kings, Rules of Engagement, and South Park:
Bigger, Longer & Uncut), as well as CNN's 9/11 documentary America Remembers. Looking at their
narrative structures and visual tropes, he analyzes how the films portray Arabs as threatening to
subvert American truths and mythic tales—and how the insecurity this engenders causes Americans



to project evil character and intentions on Arab peoples, landscapes, and cultures. Semmerling also
demonstrates how the evil Arab narrative has even crept into the documentary coverage of 9/11.
Overall, Semmerling's probing analysis of America's Orientalist fears exposes how the evil Arab of
American popular film is actually an illusion that reveals more about Americans than Arabs.

political correctness in movies: Organizations and Popular Culture Carl Rhodes, Simon Lilley,
2013-09-13 Throughout its history, popular mass-mediated culture has turned its attention to
representing and interrogating organizational life. As early as Charlie Chaplin’s cinematic classic
Modern Times and as recently as the primetime television hit The Simpsons, we see cultural
products that engage reflexively in coming to terms with the meaning of work, technology and
workplace relations. It is only since the late 1990s, however, that those who research management
and organizations have come to collectively dwell on the relationship between organizations and
popular culture - a relationship where the cultural meanings of work are articulated in popular
culture, and where popular culture challenges taken for granted knowledge about the structure and
practice work. Key to this development has been the journal Culture and Organization - a journal
that has been centre stage in creating new vistas through which the ‘cultural studies of organization’
can be explored. This book brings together the journal’s best contributions which specifically
address how popular culture represents, informs and potentially transforms organizational practice.
Featuring contributors from the UK, USA, Europe and Australia, this exciting anthology provides a
comprehensive review of research in organization and popular culture.

political correctness in movies: Encyclopedia of Chinese Film Zhiwei Xiao, Yingjin Zhang,
2002-06-01 The Encyclopedia of Chinese Film, one of the first ever encyclopedias in this area,
provides alphabetically organized entries on directors, genres, themes, and actors and actresses
from mainland China, Hong Kong and Taiwan as well as 300 film synopses. Great care has been
taken to provide solid cultural and historical context to the facts. The alphabetical entries are
preceded by a substantial historical section, incorporating material on the the main studios and
analysing the impact of Chinese film abroad as well as at home in recent years. This Encyclopedia
meets the needs, equally, of * the film studies scholar * the student of Chinese culture * the
specialist in Chinese film * the curious viewer wanting to know more. Additional features include: *
comprehensive cross-references and suggestions for further reading * a list of relevant websites * a
chronology of films and a classified contents list * three indexes - (one of film and tv titles with
directors names and year of release, one of names including actors, writers, directors and producers
and one of studios, all with pinyin romanizations) * a glossary of pinyin romanizations, Chinese
characters and English equivalents to aid the specialist in moving between Chinese titles and
English translations.
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