
political parties in ct
political parties in ct play a significant role in shaping the state's governance, policies,
and political landscape. Connecticut, commonly abbreviated as CT, has a diverse and
dynamic political environment characterized by several active parties that influence state
and local elections. This article provides an in-depth overview of the major and minor
political parties in Connecticut, their historical background, organizational structure, and
their impact on the state’s political system. Understanding the political parties in CT is
essential for comprehending how government decisions are made and how citizens engage
in the democratic process. Additionally, this article explores voter registration patterns,
party platforms, and the challenges faced by smaller parties within the state. The following
sections will offer a comprehensive look at the political parties operating in Connecticut
today.
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Major Political Parties in Connecticut
The political landscape in Connecticut is primarily dominated by two major parties: the
Democratic Party and the Republican Party. These parties have been the central players in
the state’s political system for decades, influencing legislation, governance, and public
policy.

The Democratic Party in Connecticut
The Democratic Party is the dominant political party in Connecticut, holding a majority of
seats in the state legislature and most statewide offices. Its platform generally emphasizes
progressive policies, including support for social welfare programs, environmental
protection, and labor rights. The Connecticut Democratic Party has a well-organized
structure with local town committees and a state central committee that coordinates
campaigns and party strategy.



The Republican Party in Connecticut
The Republican Party in CT serves as the primary opposition to the Democrats. The party
promotes conservative and moderate conservative platforms, focusing on fiscal
responsibility, business-friendly policies, and public safety. Although the Republican Party
has seen fluctuating success in statewide elections, it remains an influential force,
particularly in suburban and rural areas of Connecticut.

Minor and Third Parties in Connecticut
In addition to the major parties, Connecticut is home to several minor and third parties that
contribute to political diversity. While these parties generally have less electoral success,
they influence public discourse and highlight specific issues.

Libertarian Party
The Libertarian Party advocates for limited government intervention, individual liberties,
and free-market principles. In Connecticut, the Libertarian Party works to increase its
presence by running candidates in local and state elections and promoting libertarian
ideals.

Green Party
The Green Party of Connecticut focuses on environmental issues, social justice, and
grassroots democracy. It emphasizes sustainability and ecological responsibility, often
appealing to voters concerned with climate change and progressive reforms.

Other Third Parties
Other minor parties in Connecticut include the Working Families Party, Constitution Party,
and independent political groups. These parties often endorse candidates from major
parties or run their own candidates to highlight particular policy areas.

Working Families Party: Advocates for labor rights and economic justice.

Constitution Party: Emphasizes a strict interpretation of the U.S. Constitution and
conservative values.

Independent and unaffiliated candidates: Various individuals who run without formal
party affiliation.



Historical Development of Political Parties in CT
The evolution of political parties in Connecticut reflects broader national trends alongside
unique state-specific developments. From the early Federalist and Democratic-Republican
parties to the current two-party system, Connecticut’s political history is rich and complex.

Early Political History
In the 18th and 19th centuries, Connecticut politics were shaped by Federalists and
Democratic-Republicans, followed by the rise of the Whig and Democratic parties. The state
was historically a stronghold for the Federalists and later the Whigs before the Republican
Party emerged.

Modern Political Realignment
The 20th century saw Connecticut transition into a predominantly Democratic state,
especially in urban centers. The Republican Party maintained influence in suburban and
rural areas, leading to a competitive two-party system. Political realignments have also
been influenced by demographic shifts, economic changes, and evolving social issues.

Party Organization and Structure
The organizational structure of political parties in Connecticut is designed to facilitate
candidate selection, voter mobilization, and policy advocacy at multiple levels of
government.

State and Local Party Committees
Each major party maintains a state central committee responsible for coordinating
statewide activities, fundraising, and election strategy. Local town committees operate at
the municipal level, recruiting candidates and engaging with voters. Together, these
committees form the backbone of party operations.

Candidate Recruitment and Endorsement
Political parties in CT actively recruit candidates for various offices, from local councils to
statewide positions. Endorsement processes often involve conventions or committee votes,
ensuring party support for select candidates and helping consolidate resources.

Voter Registration and Party Affiliation Trends
Understanding voter registration and party affiliation trends is crucial for analyzing political
parties in CT. These trends reveal the electorate’s shifting preferences and the strategic



considerations of parties.

Party Registration Statistics
Connecticut voters have the option to register with a political party or as unaffiliated.
Historically, the Democratic Party holds the majority of registered voters, followed by the
Republican Party, with a significant portion registered as independents or with minor
parties.

Impact on Elections
Voter registration trends influence election outcomes and party strategies. Parties focus on
mobilizing their registered base while attempting to attract unaffiliated voters. The
presence of a sizable unaffiliated voter segment makes Connecticut’s elections competitive
and dynamic.

Role of Political Parties in Connecticut Elections
Political parties in CT play an essential role in organizing elections, supporting candidates,
and shaping public policy debates. Their activities extend beyond election cycles to include
advocacy and governance.

Campaigning and Election Support
Parties provide vital support to candidates through fundraising, voter outreach, and
volunteer coordination. They also develop platforms that guide candidates’ policy positions
and public messaging.

Policy Influence and Governance
Once elected, party affiliation often influences legislative priorities and decision-making.
Party caucuses in the Connecticut General Assembly coordinate legislative agendas and
promote unified policy efforts aligned with party values.

Engagement with Citizens
Political parties in Connecticut engage citizens through community events, educational
programs, and grassroots organizing. This engagement fosters political participation and
informs voters about key issues and candidates.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the major political parties in Connecticut?
The major political parties in Connecticut are the Democratic Party and the Republican
Party. These two parties dominate the state's political landscape.

How do third parties influence politics in Connecticut?
Third parties in Connecticut, such as the Green Party and the Libertarian Party, play a
smaller but important role by promoting alternative policies and sometimes influencing
major party platforms, although they rarely win major elections.

What is the historical significance of political parties in
Connecticut?
Connecticut has a rich political history with early dominance by the Federalist Party, later
shifting to a strong two-party system dominated by Democrats and Republicans, reflecting
broader national trends.

How does Connecticut's political party registration
affect elections?
Voters in Connecticut can register with a political party or as unaffiliated. Party registration
affects primary election participation, as only registered party members can vote in their
party's primary, influencing candidate selection.

Are there any unique political parties specific to
Connecticut?
Connecticut does not have unique political parties exclusive to the state, but local parties
and independent candidates occasionally emerge to address specific regional issues.

What role do political parties play in Connecticut's state
legislature?
Political parties in Connecticut organize the state legislature, with the majority party
controlling committee assignments and legislative agendas, significantly impacting policy-
making and governance in the state.

Additional Resources
1. Connecticut’s Political Landscape: The Evolution of Party Politics
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the development of political parties in
Connecticut from the colonial era to the present day. It explores how demographic changes,



economic shifts, and social movements have influenced party dynamics. Readers gain
insight into the enduring impact of local issues on statewide party strategies and
alignments.

2. Democrats and Republicans in the Constitution State: A Historical Perspective
Focusing on the two major parties, this work traces the rise and transformation of
Democrats and Republicans in Connecticut. It examines key elections, influential leaders,
and pivotal moments that shaped party ideologies and voter bases. The narrative also
discusses how national trends affected state politics.

3. Third Parties and Independent Movements in Connecticut Politics
This volume explores the role of third parties and independent candidates within
Connecticut’s political arena. Highlighting lesser-known parties such as the Green Party and
Libertarians, it analyzes their influence on policy debates and election outcomes. The book
also considers the challenges these groups face in a predominantly two-party system.

4. Local Politics, Big Impact: Political Parties in Connecticut’s Municipalities
Delving into the grassroots level, this book examines how political parties operate within
Connecticut’s cities and towns. It discusses party organization, voter mobilization, and local
election tactics. The author emphasizes the importance of municipal politics in shaping
state party platforms.

5. The Role of Political Parties in Connecticut’s Legislative Process
This study investigates how political parties influence legislation and governance in
Connecticut. It covers party discipline, leadership roles, and coalition-building within the
state legislature. The book sheds light on the interplay between party agendas and policy
outcomes.

6. Women and Political Parties in Connecticut: Breaking Barriers
Highlighting the contributions of women in Connecticut’s political parties, this book
chronicles their struggle for representation and leadership. It profiles pioneering female
politicians and activists who transformed party structures. The narrative also addresses
ongoing challenges to gender equality in politics.

7. Campaign Strategies and Political Parties in Connecticut
This book analyzes the evolving campaign techniques employed by Connecticut’s political
parties. From traditional grassroots organizing to digital outreach, it covers how parties
adapt to changing technologies and voter behaviors. Case studies of recent elections
illustrate successful and unsuccessful strategies.

8. Connecticut’s Party Politics and Social Movements: Intersections and Influences
Exploring the relationship between political parties and social movements, this work
examines how issues such as civil rights, labor, and environmentalism have shaped party
platforms in Connecticut. It highlights moments when movements propelled party change
or faced resistance. The book offers a nuanced view of activism within party politics.

9. The Future of Political Parties in Connecticut: Trends and Predictions
Looking ahead, this book offers an analysis of emerging trends affecting political parties in
Connecticut. Topics include demographic shifts, technological innovation, and changing
voter preferences. The author provides informed predictions about the future landscape of
party politics in the state.
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  political parties in ct: Guide to U.S. Political Parties Marjorie R. Hershey, 2014-04-01 This
one-volume reference presents the major conceptual approaches to the study of U.S. political parties
and the national party system, describing the organization and behavior of U.S. political parties in
thematic, narrative chapters that help undergraduate students better understand party origins,
historical development, and current operations. Further, it provides researchers with in-depth
analysis of important subtopics and connections to other aspects of politics. Key Features: Thematic,
narrative chapters, organized into six major parts, provide the context, as well as in-depth analysis
of the unique system of party politics in the United States. Top analysts of party politics provide
insightful chapters that explore how and why the U.S. parties have changed over time, including
major organizational transformations by the parties, behavioral changes among candidates and
party activists, and attitudinal changes among their partisans in the electorate. The authors discuss
the way the traditional concept of formal party organizations gave way over time to a
candidate-centered model, fueled in part by changes in campaign finance, the rise of new
communication technologies, and fragmentation of the electorate. This book is an ideal reference for
students and researchers who want to develop a deeper understanding of the current challenges
faced by citizens of republican government in the United States.
  political parties in ct: Political Parties and Democratic Linkage Russell J. Dalton, David M.
Farrell, Ian McAllister, 2011-09-30 Is the party over? Parties are the central institutions of
representative democracy, but critics increasingly claim that parties are failing to perform their
democratic functions. This book assembles unprecedented cross-national evidence to assess how
parties link the individual citizen to the formation of governments and then to government policies.
Using the Comparative Study of Electoral Systems and other recent cross-national data, the authors
examine the workings of this party linkage process across established and new democracies.
Political parties still dominate the electoral process in shaping the discourse of campaigns, the
selection of candidates, and mobilizing citizens to vote. Equally striking, parties link citizen
preferences to the choice of representatives, with strong congruence between voter and party
Left/Right positions. These preferences are then translated in the formation of coalition governments
and their policies. The authors argue that the critics of parties have overlooked the ability of political
parties to adapt to changing conditions in order to perform their crucial linkage functions. As the
context of politics and societies have changed, so too have political parties. Political Parties and
Democratic Linkage argues that the process of party government is alive and well in most
contemporary democracies.
  political parties in ct: Political Parties and Political Systems Andrea Rómmele, Piero
Ignazi, David M. Farrell, 2005-04-30 Since its release in 1980, Kay Lawson's Political Parties and
Linkage: A Comparative Perspective has become a classic text in the field of political science. In her
groundbreaking work Lawson approaches linkage from an angle left unexplored by her
predecessors. Her thinking filled in the systematic and theoretical void by envisioning political
parties as the link between citizens and policy makers. This collection of essays by leading political
scientists reflects on Lawson's concept of linkage, its theory, and its application over the last quarter
century. The work is divided into two sections, the first covers linkage's impact on party research
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and the second focuses on its application in general political science. The first looks at such topics as
the evolution and intellectual development of Lawson's concept through social actors, policy
responsiveness, and multi-layer politics. The second handles issues like globalization, the relation of
state and society, the European Union and it's proposed constitutional reform, and the cross-cultural
significance of linkage in such countries as India. The book concludes with an illuminating chapter
by Lawson that responds to the featured themes and explains her current views on linkage and
democracy.
  political parties in ct: Political Encyclopedia of U.S. States and Regions Donald P.
Haider-Markel, Michael A. Card, 2009 Providing expert analysis of government and politics in all 50
states and the U.S. territories, this innovative two-volume reference fills the critical need for
information and analysis of the roles and functions of state government through accessible
state-by-state and regional overviews of government and politics.
  political parties in ct: When Political Parties Die Charles S. Mack, 2010-08-11 This book
presents a theory of political disalignment and a revised theory of party realignment, using four case
studies from the United States, Canada, Great Britain, and Italy to illustrate these concepts. Why do
major political parties die? The shelf life of minor parties in democracies tends to be short, but major
parties tend to be highly durable. The Democratic Party of the United States and the Conservative
Party of the United Kingdom have been going strong for two centuries. Major parties perpetuate
themselves by maintaining a consistent ideology on major national issues, even at the cost of
periodic defeats at the polls. In American politics, ideological polarization maintains the vitality of
the two major parties and renders them almost immune to threats from new parties, even as it
impedes consensus and compromise on public issues. Spectacular instances of sudden death in
major parties have nevertheless occurred in the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, and
Italy, and they all exhibit similar characteristics. The fatal event—which author Charles S. Mack
calls disalignment—occurs when a schism opens between party leaders and traditional core-base
voters on an issue of overriding national importance. Major parties survive periodic defeats, but they
cannot survive disalignment.
  political parties in ct: Sociology Today Arnaud Sales, 2012-08-16 We are living in a turbulent
world marked by fast, continuous social changes that affect the lives of individuals, families,
communities, organizations, businesses, nation-states, and international networks. This
fundamentally commits contemporary sociology to being a science of change. This collection
effectively mirrors this diversity and variety of transformations underway in today′s societies and
transnational spaces. Written by a group of internationally renowned sociologists, it offers a cutting
edge understanding of what is happening in our life worlds, work lives and frames of social
existence. Bringing up issues such as political turbulence, cultural and artistic dynamics, family
changes, gender roles, migration flows and social movements, it is a timely contribution that
discusses transformation and globalization and their consequences in both theoretical and
substansive terms. Illuminating and comprehensive, this book will be of immense use for sociology
students on all levels, as well as lecturers, researchers and others who are interested in social life
and the consequences of human action. Arnaud Sales is Emeritus Proessor of Sociology at the
University of Montreal, Canada.
  political parties in ct: Political Parties and Partisanship John Bartle, Paolo Bellucci, 2014-06-11
Political Parties and Partisanship provides an up-to-date examination of the conceptualizations,
causes, and consequences of partisanship in both new and established democracies in Eastern
Europe.
  political parties in ct: Democracy and the Cartelization of Political Parties Richard S.
Katz, Peter Mair, 2018-07-04 Political parties have long been recognized as essential institutions of
democratic governance. Both the organization of parties, and their relationships with citizens, the
state, and each other have evolved since the rise of liberal democracy in the 19th and early 20th
centuries. Going into the 21st century, it appears that parties losing popular support, putting both
parties, and potentially democracy, in peril. This book traces the evolution of parties from the model



of the mass party, through the catch-all party model, to argue that by the late 20th century the
principal governing parties and (and their allied smaller parties - collectively the political
'mainstream') were effectively forming a cartel, in which the form of competition might remain, and
indeed even appear to intensify, while its substance was increasingly hollowed out. The spoils of
office were increasingly shared rather than restricted to the temporary winners; contentious policy
questions were kept off the political agenda, and competition shifted from large questions of policy
to minor questions of managerial competence. To support this cartel, the internal arrangements of
parties changed to privilege the party in public office over the party on the ground. The unintended
consequence has been to stimulate the rise of extra-cartel challengers to these cozy arrangements in
the form of anti-party-system parties and populist oppositions on the left, but especially on the right.
Comparative Politics is a series for researchers, teachers, and students of political science that deals
with contemporary government and politics. Global in scope, books in the series are characterised
by a stress on comparative analysis and strong methodological rigour. The series is published in
association with the European Consortium for Political Research. For more information visit:
www.ecprnet.eu. The series is edited by Emilie van Haute, Professor of Political Science, Université
libre de Bruxelles; Ferdinand Müller-Rommel, Director of the Center for the Study of Democracy,
Leuphana University; and Susan Scarrow, John and Rebecca Moores Professor of Political Science,
University of Houston.
  political parties in ct: The American Political Party System Michael C. LeMay, 2017-06-22
What historical factors transformed American politics into the institution we know today? This
in-depth look at America's party system traces its efficacy, sustainability, and popularity through six
influential presidencies spanning 1790 to the present day. Did President Obama's election serve as
the impetus to the development of a seventh political party system? This compelling text sheds light
on the American political process as seen through the lens of six pivotal presidencies that shaped
America's culture, politics, and society and considers how our current president may be the latest
transformative leader in this lineage. Covering two centuries of politics, the work offers insight into
the American political machine and reveals how and why the two-party system became so dominant
in American politics. Topics include the media's focus on the horse-race aspect of elections, the
declining importance of party identification, and the impact of the geographical split that results in
swing-states and gerrymandered districts. The work begins by dividing 200 years of politics into 6
periods influenced by a transformative president and discussing the profile of the party system in
each era. The next section presents essays contributed by activists across a myriad of political
parties and profiles leading political actors and organizations. The final section includes tables,
primary source documents, reference lists, a detailed glossary, and a timeline of the development of
American political parties that help elucidate the text and show the role political parties have played
throughout history.
  political parties in ct: On Parties, Party Systems and Democracy Peter Mair, 2014-09-01 This
collection brings together some of the most significant and influential work by leading comparativist
Peter Mair (1951–2011). The selection ranges from considerations on the relevance of concept
formation to the study of party systems and party organisations; and from reflections on the
democratic legitimacy of the European Union to the future of party democracy. Including frequently
cited papers alongside lesser-known work, the writings collected in this volume attest to the broad
scope and depth of Mair’s insights into comparative party politics, and the changing realities of
party government. As such, they form an important and enduring contribution to the study of
politics, and a fitting tribute to an inspirational and much-missed figure in the global political
science community. Edited and introduced by Ingrid van Biezen, with an intellectual portrait of
Peter Mair by Stefano Bartolini and Hans Daalder.
  political parties in ct: Canadian Parties in Transition, Fourth Edition Alain-G. Gagnon, A.
Brian Tanguay, 2017-01-01 Canadian Parties in Transition examines the transformation of party
politics in Canada and the possible shape the party system might take in the near future. With
chapters written by an outstanding team of political scientists, the book presents a multi-faceted



image of party dynamics, electoral behaviour, political marketing, and representative democracy.
The fourth edition has been thoroughly updated and includes fifteen new chapters and several new
contributors. The new material covers topics such as the return to power of the Liberal Party, voting
politics in Quebec, women in Canadian political parties, political campaigning, digital party politics,
and municipal party politics.
  political parties in ct: Handbook of Party Politics Richard S Katz, William J Crotty, 2006-01-05
′This thoughtful and wide-ranging review of parties and party research contains contributions from
many of the foremost party scholars and is a must for all library shelves′ - Richard Luther, Keele
University ′The study of political parties has never been livelier and this genuinely international
Handbook – theoretically rich, comparatively informed, and focused on important questions – defines
the field. This volume is both an indispensable summary of what we know and the starting point for
future research′ - R K Carty, University of British Columbia ′Political parties are ubiquitous, but their
forms and functions vary greatly from regime to regime, from continent to continent, and from era to
era. The Handbook of Party Politics captures this variation and richness in impressive ways. The
editors have assembled an excellent team, and the scope of the volume is vast and intriguing′ - Kaare
Strom, University of California, San Diego Political parties are indispensable to democracy and a
central subject of research and study in political science around the world. This major new handbook
is the first to comprehensively map the state-of-the-art in contemporary party politics scholarship.
The Handbook is designed to: - provide an invaluable survey of the major theories and approaches in
this dynamic area of study and research - give students and researchers a concise ′road map′ to the
core literatures in all the sub-fields of party related theorizing and research - identify the theories,
approaches and topics that define the current ′cutting edge′ of the field. The Handbook is
comparative in overall approach but also addresses some topics to be addressed in nationally or
regionally specific ways. The resulting collaboration has brought together the world′s leading party
theorists to provide an unrivalled resource on the role of parties in the pressing contemporary
problems of institutional design and democratic governance today.
  political parties in ct: Institutionalisation of Political Parties Robert Harmel, Lars G
Svåsand, 2019-01-30 This edited collection builds directly upon the recently published book by
Harmel, Svåsand, and Mjelde (Institutionalisation (and De-Institutionalisation) of Right-Wing Protest
Parties: The Progress Parties in Denmark and Norway) and applies their conceptual framework to a
wide range of additional cases. Employing a common conceptual framework throughout, the
chapters cover a broad range of cases and make important contributions toward building theories on
why some parties succeed in institutionalising while others fail. The book is primarily about the
status some parties achieve as an 'institution', the means by which parties may acquire that status,
and some of the obstacles that stand in their way.
  political parties in ct: Defying the Law of the Land Brian Casey, 2013-08-01 This history of
Ireland is inextricably linked with our relationship with the land. In this book, based on extensive
research and investigation, the authors examine some of the key figures in Irish agrarian agitation
and change. Looking at the Land League, the Knights of the Plough, the perception and reality of the
Irish Landlords, this is an important book which makes a significant contribution to our
understanding of the nature of the 'land question' in Irish history.
  political parties in ct: Historical Dictionary of Switzerland Leo Schelbert, 2014-05-21
Switzerland's exceptional scenic beauty of valleys, lakes, and mountains, its central location on
international trade routes, and its world famous banking system are just a few elements that have
contributed to its rise in the global market. It consists of twenty-six member states, called cantons
and it’s actively engaged in the maintenance of peace among nations. The history of the Swiss
Confederation is as rich and varied as its culture and people. This updated second edition of
Historical Dictionary of Switzerland features the nation's multicultural and democratic traditions
and institutions, its complex history, and its people's involvement in past and present world affairs.
This is done through a list of abbreviations and acronyms, a chronology, an introduction, appendixes,
maps, a bibliography, and over 500 cross-referenced dictionary entries on important persons, places,



events, and institutions, as well as significant political, economic, social, and cultural aspects. This
book is an excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone who wants to know more
about Switzerland.
  political parties in ct: Organizing Political Parties Susan E. Scarrow, Paul D. Webb, Thomas
Poguntke, 2017-06-16 Political party organizations play large roles in democracies, yet their
organizations differ widely, and their statutes change much more frequently than constitutions or
electoral laws. How do these differences, and these frequent changes, affect the operation of
democracy? This book seeks to answer these questions by presenting a comprehensive overview of
the state of party organization in nineteen contemporary democracies. Using a unique new data
collection, the book's chapters test propositions about the reasons for variation and similarities
across party organizations. They find more evidence of within-country similarity than of
cross-national patterns based on party ideology. After exploring parties' organizational differences,
the remaining chapters investigate the impact of these differences. The volume considers a wide
range of theories about how party organization may affect political life, including the impact of party
rules on the selection of female candidates, the links between party decision processes and the
stability of party programmes, the connection between party finance sources and public trust in
political parties, and whether the strength of parties' extra-parliamentary organization affects the
behaviour of their elected legislators. Collectively these chapters help to advance comparative
studies of elections and representation by inserting party institutions and party agency more firmly
into the centre of such studies. Comparative Politics is a series for researchers, teachers, and
students of political science that deals with contemporary government and politics. Global in scope,
books in the series are characterised by a stress on comparative analysis and strong methodological
rigour. The series is published in association with the European Consortium for Political Research.
For more information visit: www.ecprnet.eu. The series is edited by Emilie van Haute, Professor of
Political Science, Université libre de Bruxelles; Ferdinand Müller-Rommel, Director of the Center for
the Study of Democracy, Leuphana University; and Susan Scarrow, Chair of the Department of
Political Science, University of Houston.
  political parties in ct: United States Supreme Court Reports/digest , 1990
  political parties in ct: Party Politics in America Marjorie Randon Hershey, 2017-02-17 The
seventeenth edition of Party Politics in America continues the comprehensive and authoritative
coverage of political parties for which it is known while expanding and updating the treatment of key
related topics including interest groups and elections. Marjorie Hershey builds on the book’s
three-pronged coverage of party organization, party in the electorate, and party in government and
integrates contemporary examples—such as campaign finance reform, party polarization, and social
media—to bring to life the fascinating story of how parties shape our political system. New to the
17th Edition Fully updated through the 2016 election, including changes in virtually all of the boxed
materials, the chapter openings, and the data presented. Explores increasing partisan hostility, the
status of voter ID laws and other efforts to affect voter turnout, young voters' attitudes and
participation, and the role of big givers such as the energy billionaire Koch brothers in the 2016
campaigns. Critically examines the idea that Super PACs are replacing, or can replace, the party
organizations in running campaigns. New and expanded online Instructor's Resources, including
author-written test banks, essay questions, relevant websites with correlated sample assignments,
the book’s appendix, and links to a collection of course syllabi.
  political parties in ct: Political Parties and Electoral Change Peter Mair, Wolfgang C Müller,
Fritz Plasser, 2004-05-19 How have Europe′s mainstream political parties responded to the
long-term decline in voter loyalties? What are the consequences of this change in the electoral
markets in which parties now operate? Popular disengagement, disaffection, and withdrawal on the
one hand, and increasing popular support for protest parties on the other, have become the
hallmarks of modern European politics. This book provides an excellent account of how political
parties in Western Europe are perceiving and are responding to these contemporary challenges of
electoral dealignment. Each chapter employs a common format to present and compare the



changing strategies of established parties and party systems in Britain, France, Germany, Italy,
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, and Ireland. The result is an invaluable portrait of the changing
electoral environment and how parties are interacting with each another and voters today. Political
Parties and Electoral Change is essential reading for anybody seeking a deeper understanding of
contemporary electoral politics and of the challenges facing west European party systems. Peter
Mair is Professor of Comparative Politics at Leiden University. Wolfgang C. M ller is Professor of
Political Science at the University of Mannheim and previously taught at the University of Vienna.
Fritz Plasser is Professor of Political Science at the University of Innsbruck.
  political parties in ct: The Oxford Handbook of Southern Politics Charles S. Bullock, Mark J.
Rozell, 2012-03-15 The twenty-three essays included in The Oxford Handbook of Southern Politics
present a definitive view of the factors that contribute to the South's distinctive politics, examining
these factors in the context of the region's political development since World War II.
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