
political parties in the czech republic

political parties in the czech republic represent a dynamic and multifaceted landscape that reflects the
country's democratic values and political evolution since the Velvet Revolution. This article explores the
key political parties in the Czech Republic, their ideologies, historical background, and influence on both
domestic and international policies. Understanding these parties is essential to grasp the broader context of
Czech politics, electoral behavior, and governance. The political environment is characterized by a spectrum
ranging from conservative to liberal, populist to centrist, each contributing uniquely to the parliamentary
system. Additionally, the role of coalitions and party alliances is critical in forming governments and shaping
legislative agendas. This comprehensive overview will provide insights into the major and minor political actors
currently shaping the Czech political scene. The following sections will detail the main parties, their
platforms, and the electoral system that frames their competition.
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Overview of the Czech Political System

The Czech Republic operates as a parliamentary representative democracy, where political parties play a
central role in governance. The political framework consists of a bicameral parliament, composed of the
Chamber of Deputies and the Senate, with the government led by the Prime Minister. The president serves as the
head of state with limited executive powers. Political parties in the Czech Republic compete in elections to gain
seats in the Chamber of Deputies, which holds the primary legislative authority. This system encourages multi-
party participation and coalition governments, often requiring parties to collaborate across ideological lines
to establish stable administrations.

Structure and Functioning of the Parliament

The Chamber of Deputies, with 200 members elected for four-year terms, is the main legislative body where
political parties contest elections. The Senate consists of 81 members elected for six years, with one-third of
seats contested every two years, serving as a revising chamber. Political parties submit candidate lists for
these elections, and seats are allocated proportionally, ensuring diverse representation. The parliament’s role
includes lawmaking, budget approval, and government oversight, making the presence and strength of political
parties crucial in legislative processes.

Role of Political Parties in Czech Democracy

Political parties in the Czech Republic provide citizens with options representing various ideologies and policy
priorities. They organize electoral campaigns, formulate policy proposals, and mobilize voter support. Parties
also play a pivotal role in shaping public discourse and political culture. The competitive party system has
evolved since the early 1990s, reflecting shifts in public opinion and socio-economic changes. Parties act as
intermediaries between the electorate and the state, enhancing democratic accountability and political
participation.



Major Political Parties in the Czech Republic

The political landscape in the Czech Republic is dominated by several major parties that have consistently
influenced national politics. These parties vary in ideology, from conservative and liberal to populist and
social democratic. Their platforms address key issues such as economic policy, European Union membership,
social welfare, and national security. Understanding these major parties provides a prism through which to
analyze current and future political trends in the country.

Civic Democratic Party (ODS)

The Civic Democratic Party (Ob�ansk� demokratick� strana, ODS) is one of the oldest and most influential
center-right parties in the Czech Republic. Founded in 1991, ODS advocates for free-market economics, fiscal
conservatism, and skepticism toward deeper European integration. It has played a significant role in government
formation and opposition throughout Czech politics. The party appeals primarily to voters favoring economic
liberalism, privatization, and a strong national identity.

ANO 2011

ANO 2011 is a centrist populist party founded by Andrej Babi�, a prominent businessman and former Prime
Minister. It emphasizes anti-corruption measures, pragmatic governance, and economic development. ANO has
rapidly risen to prominence since its establishment and has dominated recent parliamentary elections. Its
platform combines pro-business policies with social welfare initiatives, attracting a broad voter base
disillusioned with traditional parties.

Czech Pirate Party

The Czech Pirate Party is a progressive, liberal party with a focus on transparency, digital rights, and civil
liberties. Emerging in the late 2000s, it has gained popularity particularly among younger voters and urban
populations. The party advocates for open government, privacy protection, and reform of copyright laws. Its
growing influence reflects changing societal values and the increasing importance of technology in politics.

Freedom and Direct Democracy (SPD)

Freedom and Direct Democracy is a right-wing populist party known for its euroscepticism and hardline stance
on immigration. Founded in 2015, SPD promotes direct democracy mechanisms such as referendums and emphasizes
national sovereignty. It appeals to voters concerned about globalization, cultural preservation, and
security issues. The party’s rhetoric and policies often challenge mainstream political consensus.

Social Democratic Party (�SSD)

The Czech Social Democratic Party is a center-left political party with a long history dating back to the
early 20th century. It advocates for social justice, labor rights, and welfare state policies. Although its
influence has waned in recent years, �SSD remains a key player in coalition building and social policy debates.
The party aims to balance economic growth with social equity.

Minor and Emerging Political Parties

In addition to the major parties, the Czech Republic hosts a variety of smaller and emerging political parties
that contribute to the pluralism of the political system. These parties often represent niche interests, regional



concerns, or alternative political ideologies. While they may not consistently hold significant parliamentary
seats, they influence political discourse and can act as kingmakers in coalition negotiations.

Christian and Democratic Union – Czechoslovak People's Party (KDU-�SL)

The KDU-�SL is a centrist Christian democratic party with a focus on family values, social conservatism, and
pro-European policies. It often participates in coalition governments and serves as a moderating force in Czech
politics. The party’s voter base includes older and rural populations valuing tradition and community.

TOP 09

TOP 09 is a center-right liberal-conservative party advocating for fiscal responsibility, European
integration, and democratic reforms. Founded in 2009, it attracts voters who support pro-EU stances and
market-friendly policies combined with social liberalism. TOP 09 frequently collaborates with other center-
right parties in parliamentary coalitions.

Other Minor Parties

The Czech political scene also includes parties such as the Greens, which focus on environmental issues; the
Party of Free Citizens, emphasizing libertarian principles; and various regional or issue-specific parties. These
groups contribute to political diversity and represent specialized voter interests.

Electoral System and Its Impact on Political Parties

The Czech Republic employs a proportional representation electoral system for the Chamber of Deputies, with a
5% threshold for party entry. This system encourages multiple parties to compete and fosters coalition
governments. The electoral framework shapes party strategies, including candidate nominations, alliance
formations, and campaign messaging. It also influences voter behavior and party fragmentation.

Proportional Representation and Thresholds

The proportional representation system allocates seats based on the share of votes parties receive
nationwide. The 5% threshold prevents excessive fragmentation by excluding very small parties from
parliament, promoting stability. However, this system still allows for a diverse range of parties to gain
representation, reflecting the multi-party nature of Czech politics.

Impact on Party Competition and Alliances

The electoral system incentivizes parties to form pre-election coalitions or strategic alliances to surpass the
threshold and maximize seats. It also encourages ideological flexibility and compromises in coalition
negotiations after elections. As a result, political parties in the Czech Republic often balance distinct policy
positions with pragmatic cooperation to achieve governance objectives.

Coalition Politics and Government Formation

Coalition-building is a fundamental aspect of Czech parliamentary politics due to the multiplicity of political
parties and proportional representation. No single party has consistently secured an outright majority, making
alliances essential for forming governments. Coalition politics require negotiation, compromise, and shared



policy platforms among diverse political actors.

Common Coalition Configurations

Coalitions often include center-right and centrist parties or center-left alliances depending on election
outcomes. For example, ODS has historically partnered with KDU-�SL and TOP 09, while center-left
coalitions have involved �SSD and other progressive parties. ANO 2011 has also formed coalitions with
both right-leaning and populist parties to secure a parliamentary majority.

Challenges in Coalition Governance

Coalition governments face challenges such as policy disagreements, leadership disputes, and maintaining party
discipline. Balancing the interests of coalition partners requires skillful negotiation and compromise. These
dynamics influence legislative productivity and political stability in the Czech Republic.

Role of Minority Governments and Support Agreements

Occasionally, minority governments are formed with informal support from other parties, relying on confidence-
and-supply agreements to pass legislation. This arrangement requires ongoing dialogue and concessions,
reflecting the complex interplay of political parties in the Czech Republic’s parliamentary system.

Summary of Key Political Parties in the Czech Republic

Civic Democratic Party (ODS) – Center-right, economic liberalism

ANO 2011 – Centrist populist, anti-corruption

Czech Pirate Party – Progressive, digital rights

Freedom and Direct Democracy (SPD) – Right-wing populist, eurosceptic

Czech Social Democratic Party (�SSD) – Center-left, social welfare

Christian and Democratic Union (KDU-�SL) – Centrist Christian democracy

TOP 09 – Center-right liberal conservatism

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the major political parties in the Czech Republic as of 2024?

The major political parties in the Czech Republic include ANO 2011, the Civic Democratic Party (ODS), the
Czech Pirate Party, the Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia (KS�M), and the Czech Social Democratic
Party (�SSD).



How does the Czech Republic's multi-party system affect its government
formation?

The Czech Republic's multi-party system often results in coalition governments, as no single party usually
gains an absolute majority in the Chamber of Deputies. This necessitates alliances and negotiations between
parties to form a stable government.

What role do the Czech Pirate Party and STAN play in Czech politics?

The Czech Pirate Party and Mayors and Independents (STAN) are significant players advocating for
transparency, digital rights, and decentralization. They have gained popularity among younger voters and
often collaborate in elections to increase their parliamentary influence.

How has the political landscape in the Czech Republic shifted since the 2017
elections?

Since the 2017 elections, the political landscape has seen a decline in traditional parties like �SSD and a rise in
populist and anti-establishment parties such as ANO 2011. Newer parties like the Pirates and STAN have also
gained prominence, reflecting changing voter preferences.

What impact do European Union policies have on Czech political parties?

European Union policies influence Czech political parties differently: pro-EU parties generally support deeper
integration and cooperation, while Eurosceptic parties criticize EU regulations and advocate for national
sovereignty. This divide affects party platforms and voter alignments.

Additional Resources
1. The Evolution of Political Parties in the Czech Republic
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the development of political parties in the Czech Republic from
the early 20th century to the present day. It examines how historical events such as the fall of communism and
EU integration have shaped party politics. The author analyzes the ideological shifts and alliances that have
influenced the Czech political landscape.

2. Democracy and Party Politics in the Czech Republic
Focusing on the post-1989 democratic transition, this book explores how political parties contributed to the
establishment and consolidation of democracy in the Czech Republic. It offers insight into party structures,
electoral strategies, and voter behavior. The book also discusses challenges faced by political parties in
maintaining democratic norms.

3. Populism and Political Parties in the Czech Republic
This title delves into the rise of populist parties in the Czech Republic, exploring their origins, rhetoric, and
impact on mainstream politics. It analyzes parties like ANO 2011 and their appeal to various segments of
society. The book also considers the implications of populism for democratic governance in the country.

4. Coalition Politics in the Czech Republic: Party Dynamics and Government Formation
An in-depth study of how political parties in the Czech Republic negotiate and form coalition governments. The
book highlights key coalition agreements and their policy outcomes. It also discusses the role of smaller
parties and the complexities of multi-party governance in a parliamentary system.

5. Political Party Financing in the Czech Republic: Transparency and Challenges
This book investigates the financial aspects of Czech political parties, including sources of funding,
regulations, and transparency issues. It assesses the effectiveness of laws designed to prevent corruption and
undue influence. The author provides case studies of notable scandals and reforms.



6. The Role of Ideology in Czech Political Parties
Examining the ideological foundations of major political parties in the Czech Republic, this book traces how
ideology influences party platforms and voter alignment. It explores liberal, conservative, social democratic,
and nationalist tendencies within the party system. The book offers comparative insights with other Central
European countries.

7. Youth Engagement and Political Parties in the Czech Republic
This book focuses on the relationship between Czech political parties and young voters, highlighting efforts to
increase youth participation in politics. It examines youth wings of parties, campaign strategies targeting
younger demographics, and issues important to youth. The author discusses the challenges of political apathy
and disengagement.

8. Nationalism and Political Parties in the Czech Republic
Exploring the role of nationalism in shaping party ideologies and electoral competition, this title analyzes how
parties incorporate national identity into their platforms. It covers both mainstream and fringe parties with
nationalist agendas. The book also addresses the impact of nationalism on minority rights and international
relations.

9. Media Influence on Political Parties in the Czech Republic
This book studies the interaction between Czech political parties and the media, including traditional outlets
and social media platforms. It investigates how media coverage affects party image, public opinion, and election
results. The author also discusses media bias, misinformation, and the strategies parties use to manage their
public presence.
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  political parties in the czech republic: Political Parties of Eastern Europe: A Guide to
Politics in the Post-communist Era Janusz Bugajski, 2020-09-10 This comprehensive one-volume
guide to politics in Eastern Europe provides a wealth of information on the region. The author
outlines the emergent political spectrum of parties and coalitions, which are described in the 20
country chapters that make up the heart of the book. Parties are classified across the political
spectrum and discussed individually in terms of programs, leadership, and political activity. Tables
at the end of each country chapter present basic political data and electoral results. A concluding
essay evaluates democratic development in the region.
  political parties in the czech republic: Political Parties in New Democracies Ingrid van
Biezen, 2003-07-01 Ingrid van Biezen provides a comprehensive comparative analysis of party
formation and organizational development in recently established democracies. She focuses on four
democracies in Southern and East-Central Europe and addresses political parties from a
cross-regional perspective. Featuring a wealth of new information on party organization, this book
provides a valuable theoretical and empirical contribution to our understanding of political parties in
both old and new democracies.
  political parties in the czech republic: Political Parties and Democracy Kay Lawson,
2010-07-20 Native scholars explore the relationship between political parties and democracy in
regions around the world. The development of political parties over the past century is the story of
three stages in the pursuit of power: liberation, democratization, and de-democratization. Political
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Parties and Democracy is comprised of five, stand-alone volumes that probe the realities of political
parties at all three stages. In each volume, contributors explore the relationship between political
parties and democracy (or democratization) in their nations, providing necessary historical,
socioeconomic, and institutional context, as well as the details of contemporary political tensions.
Contributors are distinguished indigenous scholars who have lived the truths they tell and are, thus,
able to write with unique breadth, depth, and scope. They show the parties of their respective
nations as they have developed through history and changing institutional structures, and they
explain the balance of power among them—and between them and competing agencies of
power—today.
  political parties in the czech republic: New Political Parties in the Party Systems of the
Czech Republic Ewelina Kancik-Koltun, Josef Smolik, 2022 The book sheds light on the new political
parties that were successful after the 2010, 2013 and 2017 elections in the Czech Republic. Their
success led to significant changes in the political party system, while also sparking discussions on
business-firm parties, populism and the importance of social media in political campaigns.
  political parties in the czech republic: Political Parties and the Crisis of Democracy Thomas
Poguntke, Wilhelm Hofmeister, 2024-06-25 Democracy is in decline and the share of world's
population living in freedom under democratic government has decreased considerably as
authoritarian practices proliferate. Surprisingly, most of the analyses that study these developments
give little attention to the role of political parties in the decline of democracy although there is a
broad consensus about the relevance of political parties for the functioning of democracy. How
parties can contribute to democracy is best understood by looking at a very diverse range of cases in
different parts of the world. Instead of taking a regional approach which dominates the literature on
political parties, this volume takes a global perspective. It brings together experts from four
continents, which opens up fresh comparative perspectives on the role of political parties in the
democratic process. Political Parties and the Crisis of Democracy asks how parties contribute to the
consolidation of democracy, why they fail today, why new parties emerge and displace old parties,
and also what parties need to do in order to survive cutthroat competition, above all with a new (and
sometimes not so new) variants of populist parties. It takes a unique global focus, covering old and
new democracies in different regions of the world. It covers Western and Central Europe,
Asia-Pacific, Latin America and Africa, Turkey and Israel, including presidential, semi-presidential,
and parliamentary democracies and also some countries where democracy is seriously threatened or
eroding. This volume offers unique comparative perspectives combined with a detailed analysis of
individual countries and their party systems. It shows that parties are central actors for the
consolidation of democracy, but that organisational reforms are necessary to cope with social
change such as individualisation, the decline in party membership and the impact of new media and
modern communication, thus counteracting the fragmentation of party systems and the decay of
democracy. This is an open access title available under the terms of a [CC BY-NC-ND 4.0
International] licence. It is free to read at Oxford Scholarship Online and offered as a free PDF
download from OUP and selected open access locations.
  political parties in the czech republic: Taiwan Electoral, Political Parties Laws and
Regulations Handbook - Strategic Information and Regulations IBP, Inc., 2016-09-08 Taiwan
Electoral, Political Parties Laws and Regulations Handbook - Strategic Information, Regulations,
Procedures
  political parties in the czech republic: Populist Political Parties in East-Central Europe
Vlastimil Havlík, Aneta Pinková, 2015-01-01 Monografie mapuje populistické politické strany v
regionu střední a východní Evropy, resp. v postkomunistických členských zemích Evropské unie.
Autoři jednotlivých kapitol vycházejí z typologie populistických stran (exclusively a non-exclusively
populist parties) představené v úvodní kapitole knihy. V jednotlivých kapitolách – případových
studiích jsou analyzovány vybrané aspekty populistických stran. Přiblížena je jejich historie a vývoj,
organizační struktura, ideologická profilace, charakter voličské základy a pozice ve stranickém
systému. Publikace navazuje na řadu odborných textů věnovaných populismu nejen ve sledované



oblasti, ale i v dalších evropských i neevropských zemích. Jedná se ale o první publikaci systematicky
zpracovávající tuto problematiku v daném regionu.
  political parties in the czech republic: Introduction to Czechia Gilad James, PhD,
Introduction to Czechia is a comprehensive guidebook for foreigners interested in visiting or living
in the Czech Republic. Written by Karen Feldscher, the book covers everything from the country's
geography, history, and culture to practical information on transportation, accommodation, and
food. The first chapter of the book provides a brief introduction to the Czech Republic, including its
location, climate, and population. The subsequent chapters delve into the country's rich history,
tracing its roots from prehistoric times to the present day. The book also covers the Czech
Republic's political system, economy, and society, providing a nuanced understanding of the
country's contemporary issues and challenges. Finally, the guidebook offers practical advice on
navigating the Czech Republic, including tips on transportation, banking, healthcare, and
communication. With its comprehensive coverage of both the cultural and practical aspects of the
Czech Republic, Introduction to Czechia is an invaluable resource for anyone interested in exploring
this beautiful and complex country. In conclusion, Introduction to Czechia is a comprehensive
guidebook for anyone planning to visit or live in the Czech Republic. Its detailed coverage of the
country's history, culture, and daily life makes it an excellent resource for both tourists and expats.
Whether you're interested in exploring the country's stunning architecture and natural beauty,
learning about its rich cultural heritage, or navigating its practical aspects, this guidebook has
something for everyone. So if you're planning a trip to the Czech Republic or considering making it
your home, be sure to check out Introduction to Czechia for all the information you need.
  political parties in the czech republic: Greece Electoral, Political Parties Laws and
Regulations Handbook - Strategic Information, Regulations, Procedures IBP, Inc., 2015-06
Greece Electoral, Political Parties Laws and Regulations Handbook - Strategic Information,
Regulations, Procedures
  political parties in the czech republic: Political Parties in Post-Communist Eastern
Europe Paul Lewis, 2002-01-04 Political Parties in Post-Communist Eastern Europe is the first
textbook to survey the course of party developments in eastern Europe as a whole in the
post-Communist period. This book relates the specifics of the post-communist situation to the
broader picture of the early stages of party development in western Europe and also to
contemporary models of party organisation in established democracies. The book includes: · a brief
historical introduction to the context of post-communist change · the process of competitive party
formation and democratic elections · the development of independent parties; their ideologies, and
electoral volatility · the structure and level of organisation developed by new parties · an analysis of
stable party systems which have emerged in eastern Europe and the contribution they make to
emerging democracies in the region Party Politics in Post-Communist Eastern Europe will be a
comprehensive and invaluable resource, accessible to undergraduates of politics and European
studies, as well as the non-specialist reader.
  political parties in the czech republic: Origin, Ideology and Transformation of Political
Parties Vít Hloušek, Lubomír Kopecek, 2016-05-13 Two decades have passed since the transition to
democracy began in Eastern Europe. Today, West and East-Central European countries share a
common political space - the European Union. This has created a fascinating opportunity for analysis
of the similarities and differences between these countries. Here, Vít Hloušek and Lubomír Kopecek
critically apply the party-families approach to political parties in the Czech Republic, Hungary,
Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia. With chapters devoted to social democrats, greens, the far right and
left amongst many others, this book charts the parties' origins, ideologies, and international ties
alongside their Western European counterparts. By examining the political relevance of different
party families, Hloušek and Kopecek are able to assess the validity of this typology in the analysis of
the transformation of political parties in this region. Detailed analysis coupled with an innovative
application of the party families approach, makes this essential reading for students of party politics.
  political parties in the czech republic: Guyana Electoral, Political Parties Laws and



Regulations Handbook - Strategic Information, Regulations, Procedures IBP, Inc., 2015-06 Guyana
Electoral, Political Parties Laws and Regulations Handbook - Strategic Information, Regulations,
Procedures
  political parties in the czech republic: Political Parties and the State in Post-Communist
Europe Petr Kopecky, 2007-10-11 Previously published as a special issue of The Journal of
Communist Studies and Transition Politics, this volume analyzes the party-state linkages in
post-communist Europe alongside three analytical dimensions.
  political parties in the czech republic: Organizing Political Parties Thomas Poguntke, Paul D.
Webb, Susan E. Scarrow, 2017 Political party organizations play large roles in democracies, yet their
organizations differ widely, and their statutes change much more frequently than constitutions or
electoral laws. How do these differences, and these frequent changes, affect the operation of
democracy? This book seeks to answer these questions by presenting a comprehensive overview of
the state of party organization in nineteen contemporary democracies. Using a unique new data
collection, the book's chapters test propositions about the reasons for variation and similarities
across party organizations. They find more evidence of within-country similarity than of
cross-national patterns based on party ideology. After exploring parties' organizational differences,
the remaining chapters investigate the impact of these differences. The volume considers a wide
range of theories about how party organization may affect political life, including the impact of party
rules on the selection of female candidates, the links between party decision processes and the
stability of party programmes, the connection between party finance sources and public trust in
political parties, and whether the strength of parties' extra-parliamentary organization affects the
behaviour of their elected legislators. Collectively these chapters help to advance comparative
studies of elections and representation by inserting party institutions and party agency more firmly
into the centre of such studies. Comparative Politics is a series for researchers, teachers, and
students of political science that deals with contemporary government and politics. Global in scope,
books in the series are characterised by a stress on comparative analysis and strong methodological
rigour. The series is published in association with the European Consortium for Political Research.
For more information visit: www.ecprnet.eu. The series is edited by Emilie van Haute, Professor of
Political Science, Universite libre de Bruxelles; Ferdinand Muller-Rommel, Director of the Center for
the Study of Democracy, Leuphana University; and Susan Scarrow, Chair of the Department of
Political Science, University of Houston.
  political parties in the czech republic: Institutionalisation of Political Parties Robert
Harmel, Lars G Svåsand, 2019-01-30 This edited collection builds directly upon the recently
published book by Harmel, Svåsand, and Mjelde (Institutionalisation (and De-Institutionalisation) of
Right-Wing Protest Parties: The Progress Parties in Denmark and Norway) and applies their
conceptual framework to a wide range of additional cases. Employing a common conceptual
framework throughout, the chapters cover a broad range of cases and make important contributions
toward building theories on why some parties succeed in institutionalising while others fail. The
book is primarily about the status some parties achieve as an 'institution', the means by which
parties may acquire that status, and some of the obstacles that stand in their way.
  political parties in the czech republic: Vietnam Electoral, Political Parties Laws and
Regulations Handbook - Strategic Information, Regulations, Procedures IBP, Inc., 2015-06 Vietnam
Electoral, Political Parties Laws and Regulations Handbook - Strategic Information, Regulations,
Procedures
  political parties in the czech republic: Political Finance and Corruption in Eastern Europe
Jurij Toplak, Mr Daniel Smilov, 2013-03-28 One characteristic of Central and Eastern European
democracies in transition is the lack of stability in terms of accountability and transparency in
practices of political party financing. This key volume provides a thorough and well-structured
post-communist study of political finance, election campaign and party funding issues within this
region, focusing specifically on Central and Eastern European countries. It outlines best practices
for political party and election campaign financing, discusses the shortcomings of political funding



schemes and highlights the scandals that emerge under investigation. Providing an illuminating
analysis of how current regulations of political finance succeed in controlling the rise of political
corruption, the volume will be indispensable for anyone interested in the efficiency of regulation in
party funding.
  political parties in the czech republic: Moldova Electoral, Political Parties Laws and
Regulations Handbook - Strategic Information, Regulations, Procedures IBP, Inc.,
2017-01-25 Moldova Electoral, Political Parties Laws and Regulations Handbook - Strategic
Information, Regulations, Procedures
  political parties in the czech republic: How Political Parties Respond Kay Lawson, Thomas
Poguntke, 2004-08-02 How Political Parties Respond focuses specifically on the question of interest
aggregation. Do parties today perform that function? If so, how? If not, in what different ways do
they seek to show themselves responsive to the electorate? This fascinating book studies these
questions with reference to Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Denmark, Norway,
Sweden, and Canada. A chapter on Russia demonstrates how newly powerful private interest groups
and modern techniques of persuasion can work together to prevent effective party response to
popular interests in systems where the authoritarian tradition remains strong.
  political parties in the czech republic: The Judge as Political Theorist David Robertson,
2010-07-01 The Judge as Political Theorist examines opinions by constitutional courts in liberal
democracies to better understand the logic and nature of constitutional review. David Robertson
argues that the constitutional judge's role is nothing like that of the legislator or chief executive, or
even the ordinary judge. Rather, constitutional judges spell out to society the implications--on the
ground--of the moral and practical commitments embodied in the nation's constitution.
Constitutional review, in other words, is a form of applied political theory. Robertson takes an
in-depth look at constitutional decision making in Germany, France, the Czech Republic, Poland,
Hungary, Canada, and South Africa, with comparisons throughout to the United States, where
constitutional review originated. He also tackles perhaps the most vexing problem in constitutional
law today--how and when to limit the rights of citizens in order to govern. As traditional institutions
of moral authority have lost power, constitutional judges have stepped into the breach, radically
altering traditional understandings of what courts can and should do. Robertson demonstrates how
constitutions are more than mere founding documents laying down the law of the land, but
increasingly have become statements of the values and principles a society seeks to embody.
Constitutional judges, in turn, see it as their mission to transform those values into political practice
and push for state and society to live up to their ideals.
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