political instability task force

political instability task force is a specialized group dedicated to
analyzing, predicting, and addressing risks associated with political
instability in various countries around the world. This task force employs
extensive data analysis, geopolitical expertise, and forecasting models to
identify potential threats to political stability that may impact economic
development, international relations, and security. Through rigorous research
and collaboration with governmental and non-governmental organizations, the
political instability task force plays a crucial role in preventing conflicts
and promoting stability. This article explores the origins, functions,
methodologies, and global impact of the political instability task force. It
also discusses the challenges faced by such groups and emerging trends in
political risk assessment. The following sections provide a detailed insight
into the multifaceted work of the political instability task force and its
significance in today’s volatile geopolitical environment.
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Origins and Purpose of the Political
Instability Task Force

The political instability task force was established to systematically
monitor and evaluate the potential for political crises that could threaten
national and regional security. Its origins can be traced back to government
initiatives aimed at improving early warning systems for political violence,
regime changes, and civil unrest. The overarching purpose of this task force
is to provide policymakers, international organizations, and intelligence
agencies with timely and accurate assessments of political risks.

Historical Development

The inception of the political instability task force dates to the late 20th
century when geopolitical shifts and emerging conflicts highlighted the need
for proactive risk management. Initially focused on state failures and coups,
it evolved to encompass a broader range of instability indicators including
social unrest, governance failures, and economic disruptions.



Objectives and Mandate

The primary objectives include early detection of political instability
signals, analysis of root causes, and formulation of intervention strategies.
The task force aims to reduce the incidence and impact of political crises by
informing diplomatic efforts, development programs, and security operations.

Key Functions and Responsibilities

The political instability task force performs a variety of critical functions
that contribute to the understanding and mitigation of political risks. These
responsibilities involve data collection, risk assessment, scenario planning,
and policy advisory roles.

Data Collection and Monitoring

Continuous monitoring of political events, social movements, and economic
indicators is fundamental. The task force gathers information from open-
source intelligence, government reports, and expert analyses to maintain an
up-to-date situational awareness.

Risk Assessment and Forecasting

Using advanced analytical models, the task force evaluates the likelihood and
potential severity of instability events. This includes forecasting possible
outcomes such as regime collapse, armed conflict, or significant policy
shifts that could destabilize a region.

Policy Recommendations and Crisis Management

Based on its findings, the task force proposes actionable recommendations for
governments and international bodies. These may include diplomatic
engagement, economic sanctions, peacekeeping missions, or development
assistance aimed at addressing underlying causes of instability.

Methodologies and Analytical Tools

The political instability task force employs a combination of qualitative and
quantitative methodologies to analyze complex political environments. These
tools enable comprehensive evaluation and enhance predictive accuracy.

Quantitative Models

Statistical models such as regression analysis, machine learning algorithms,
and risk scoring systems are utilized to identify patterns and correlations
in political and socio-economic data. These models help in quantifying the
risk levels associated with different countries or regions.



Qualitative Analysis

Expert assessments, field reports, and case studies provide contextual
understanding that numbers alone cannot capture. This qualitative approach
considers cultural, historical, and institutional factors influencing
political dynamics.

Early Warning Systems

Integrated early warning frameworks combine data inputs to generate alerts
when indicators surpass critical thresholds. These systems are designed to
facilitate rapid response and prevent escalation of political crises.

Global Impact and Case Studies

The work of the political instability task force has had significant
implications for international peace and security. Through its insights, many
countries and organizations have been able to anticipate and mitigate crises
effectively.

Case Study: The Arab Spring

During the Arab Spring uprisings, the political instability task force
provided early warnings about the escalating tensions in several Middle
Eastern countries. Its analysis helped international actors understand the
potential for regime changes and civil unrest, shaping diplomatic responses.

Case Study: Sub-Saharan Africa

In regions of Sub-Saharan Africa, the task force monitored conflicts and
governance challenges, contributing to peacekeeping efforts and development
programs aimed at fostering political stability and economic growth.

Influence on International Policy

Insights from the political instability task force have informed the
strategic decisions of multinational organizations such as the United
Nations, World Bank, and regional blocs. Their input supports conflict
prevention and post-crisis reconstruction initiatives.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite its vital role, the political instability task force faces several
challenges that can affect its effectiveness and reliability.



Data Limitations

Access to accurate and timely information in politically sensitive or
conflict-affected areas is often limited. This constrains the ability to
provide precise risk assessments.

Complexity of Political Environments

Political instability is influenced by multifaceted and rapidly changing
factors, making prediction inherently difficult. Unforeseen events or actors
can disrupt anticipated scenarios.

Resource Constraints

Operational funding, skilled personnel, and technological infrastructure are
essential for the task force to maintain high analytical standards. Budgetary
limitations can hinder comprehensive coverage and innovation.

Future Trends in Political Instability Analysis

The field of political instability analysis is evolving with advancements in
technology and growing global interconnectedness. Emerging trends are shaping
the future capabilities of political instability task forces.

Integration of Artificial Intelligence

AT and machine learning are increasingly incorporated to enhance data
processing speed and predictive accuracy. These technologies enable analysis
of vast datasets and identification of subtle risk indicators.

Greater Emphasis on Social Media Monitoring

Social media platforms serve as real-time sources of public sentiment and
mobilization, making them critical for early detection of unrest and
political shifts.

Collaborative Global Networks

Enhanced cooperation between international agencies, academic institutions,
and civil society organizations fosters information sharing and holistic
approaches to political risk management.

Focus on Climate and Economic Interactions

Future analyses increasingly consider the interplay between environmental
changes, economic stressors, and political instability, recognizing their
combined impact on societal resilience.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Political Instability Task Force (PITF)?

The Political Instability Task Force (PITF) is a group established to
systematically analyze, forecast, and understand political instability and
state failure around the world using quantitative methods and extensive data.

Who founded the Political Instability Task Force?

The Political Instability Task Force was originally established by the
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in the 1990s to improve the prediction of
political crises and conflicts.

What are the primary objectives of the Political



Instability Task Force?

The primary objectives of the PITF are to identify early warning signs of
political instability, forecast potential state failures or conflicts, and
provide policymakers with actionable intelligence to prevent crises.

How does the Political Instability Task Force collect
data?

The PITF collects data from a variety of sources including historical
records, news reports, government documents, and expert assessments to build
comprehensive datasets on political events and conditions worldwide.

What impact has the Political Instability Task Force
had on global security analysis?

The PITF has significantly contributed to the understanding of political
instability by developing predictive models that help governments and
organizations anticipate and mitigate the risks of state collapse, civil war,
and other forms of political crises.

Is the Political Instability Task Force still active
today?

Yes, the Political Instability Task Force continues to operate, often in
collaboration with academic institutions and international organizations,
using updated methodologies and data to monitor ongoing political risks
globally.

Additional Resources

1. Predicting Political Instability: Methods and Applications

This book explores various quantitative and qualitative methods used by
political instability task forces to forecast crises. It delves into data
collection techniques, risk assessment models, and case studies from multiple
regions. Readers gain insight into how early warning systems can mitigate
conflict and promote stability.

2. Understanding State Fragility and Conflict Risk

Focusing on the root causes of political instability, this book examines
economic, social, and institutional factors that lead to state fragility. It
provides frameworks for analyzing conflict risk and offers policy
recommendations for governments and international organizations. The book is
essential for those interested in peacebuilding and conflict prevention.

3. The Role of Intelligence 1in Political Instability Task Forces

This volume highlights the critical role intelligence gathering and analysis
play within political instability task forces. It discusses the integration
of open-source information, covert data, and technological tools in decision-—
making. Examples of successful interventions underscore the importance of
timely and accurate intelligence.

4. Early Warning Systems and Global Security
This book reviews the design and implementation of early warning systems
designed to detect signs of political unrest and instability worldwide. It



evaluates different models used by international agencies and the challenges
faced in real-time conflict prediction. The text also addresses the ethical
considerations in surveillance and intervention.

5. Case Studies in Political Instability: Lessons from the Field

Through detailed case studies from various countries, this book illustrates
how political instability task forces have operated in practice. It
highlights successes, failures, and lessons learned from interventions in
regions such as the Middle East, Africa, and Latin America. The narrative
provides a practical understanding of complex political dynamics.

6. Technological Innovations in Conflict Prediction

This book investigates how advances in technology, including AI, machine
learning, and big data analytics, are transforming the work of political
instability task forces. It discusses the integration of these tools in
monitoring social media, economic indicators, and political events. The
future outlook section considers potential developments and ethical concerns.

7. Political Instability and Human Security

Exploring the intersection of political instability and human security, this
book emphasizes the human impact of state failure and conflict. It discusses
displacement, human rights abuses, and the role of humanitarian
interventions. The book advocates for comprehensive approaches that address
both political and social dimensions.

8. Governance and Resilience in Fragile States

This text examines how governance structures can either exacerbate or
mitigate political instability. It focuses on building resilience through
institutional reforms, inclusive politics, and economic development.
Policymakers and scholars will find valuable insights into stabilizing
fragile states.

9. International Cooperation and Conflict Prevention

Highlighting the role of international organizations and coalitions, this
book discusses strategies for collaborative conflict prevention and
management. It covers diplomatic efforts, peacekeeping missions, and
multilateral initiatives aimed at reducing political instability. The book
emphasizes the importance of coordinated global responses.
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political instability task force: Cult of the Irrelevant Michael C. Desch, 2021-09-28 How
professionalization and scholarly “rigor” made social scientists increasingly irrelevant to US national
security policy To mobilize America’s intellectual resources to meet the security challenges of the
post-9/11 world, US Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates observed that “we must again embrace
eggheads and ideas.” But the gap between national security policymakers and international relations
scholars has become a chasm. In Cult of the Irrelevant, Michael Desch traces the history of the
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relationship between the Beltway and the Ivory Tower from World War I to the present day.
Recounting key Golden Age academic strategists such as Thomas Schelling and Walt Rostow,
Desch’s narrative shows that social science research became most oriented toward practical
problem-solving during times of war and that scholars returned to less relevant work during
peacetime. Social science disciplines like political science rewarded work that was methodologically
sophisticated over scholarship that engaged with the messy realities of national security policy, and
academic culture increasingly turned away from the job of solving real-world problems. In the name
of scientific objectivity, academics today frequently engage only in basic research that they hope will
somehow trickle down to policymakers. Drawing on the lessons of this history as well as a unique
survey of current and former national security policymakers, Desch offers concrete
recommendations for scholars who want to shape government work. The result is a rich intellectual
history and an essential wake-up call to a field that has lost its way.

political instability task force: Dealing with Failed States Harvey Starr, 2013-09-13 With the
ever-increasing interdependence across individuals, groups, international organizations, and
nation-states an increasingly significant policy concern in the contemporary turbulent world of
globalization is the question of state failure. There has been a growing academic interest in the
determinants of state failure and an acute awareness across the international community of the need
for dealing with issues of instability in states. The contributors to this volume represent the most
recent cutting edge approaches to state failure—looking at both conditions of conflict and economic
development, dealing with the conceptualization, causes, and consequences of state failure, as well
as policy-oriented analyses as to how state failure can be contained, reversed, or prevented. In order
to deal fully with the phenomenon of state failure, investigators must be involved in a number of
boundary-crossing activities. The contributors to this volume have addressed failed states through:
multiple levels of analysis, assessing domestic and cross-border phenomena, internal and external
conflict, domestic and international political economy; multiple disciplines and interdisciplinary
approaches representing political science, sociology, and economics; various methodological
approaches, including large-N empirical analyses, case studies, and simulations; and through both
basic and applied research, drawing on the work of academics, IGOs, NGOs, and national
governments. This book was originally published as a special issue of Conflict Management and
Peace Science.

political instability task force: Handbook of Fragile States David Carment, Yiagadeesen
Samy, 2023-08-14 This timely Handbook examines the causes, costs and consequences of state
fragility, advancing key debates in the field. Demonstrating the multidimensionality of fragility by
applying diverse theories and methodologies, it provides new insights on effective policy
development and application in the context of fragile states.

political instability task force: Corruption in the MENA Region Dina Elsayed, 2020-11-02
This book explores the causes of corruption in the Middle East and North Africa through a
systematic cross-national comparative analysis of fifteen countries in the region. It aims to explain
causal relationships between corruption and differences in political and socio-economic dimensions
within these different countries over the period 1999-2010. The countries are grouped together into
three sub-regions (the Gulf region, North Africa, and Mashreq plus Yemen). The author finds that
the main variables that showed robustness in impacting the intensity of corruption are the rule of
law, quality of regulations, and trade openness. Poverty rates and income inequality have been clear
triggers for petty corruption. Meanwhile, natural resources endowments have shown less of an
impact on the levels of corruption, and similarly women's empowerment has not been found to be a
strong indicator.

political instability task force: Economic Aspects of Genocides, Other Mass Atrocities, and
Their Prevention Charles H. Anderton, Jurgen Brauer, 2016 This edited collection by 41
accomplished scholars examines economic aspects of genocides, other mass atrocities, and their
prevention. Chapters include numerous case studies (e.g., California's Yana people, Australia's
Aborigines peoples, Stalin's killing of Ukrainians, Belarus, the Holocaust, Rwanda, DR Congo,



Indonesia, Pakistan, Colombia, Mexico's drug wars, and the targeting of suspects during the
Vietnam war), probing literature reviews, and completely novel work based on extraordinary
country-specific datasets. Also included are chapters on the demographic, gendered, and economic
class nature of genocide.

political instability task force: The Dynamic Effect of Social and Political Instability on Output
Mr.Lorenzo E. Bernal-Verdugo, Davide Furceri, Mr.Dominique M. Guillaume, 2013-04-23 The aim of
this paper is to analyze the dynamic effect of social and political instability on output. Using a panel
of up to 183 countries from 1980 to 2010, the results of the paper suggest that social conflicts have
a significant and negative impact on output in the short-term with the magnitude of the effect being
a function of the intensity of political instability. The results also show that the recovery of output
over the medium-term depends on the ability of the country to implement, in the aftermath of a
social instability episode, reforms aimed at improving the level of governance. The results are robust
to different checks and estimation strategies.

political instability task force: Governance for Peace David Cortright, Conor Seyle, Kristen
Wall, 2017-09-21 An evidence-based analysis of governance focusing on the institutional capacities
and qualities that reduce the risk of armed conflict.

political instability task force: Hong Kong on the Move Carola McGiffert, James T.H. Tang,
2008-10-14

political instability task force: The Last Mile in Ending Extreme Poverty Laurence Chandy,
Hiroshi Kato, Homi Kharas, 2015-07-20 Viewed from a global scale, steady progress has been made
in reducing extreme poverty defined by the $1.25-a-day poverty line over the past three decades.
This success has sparked renewed enthusiasm about the possibility of eradicating extreme poverty
within a generation. However, progress is expected to become more difficult, and slower, over time.
This book will examine three central changes that need to be overcome in traveling the last mile:
breaking cycles of conflict, supporting inclusive growth, and managing shocks and risks. By
uncovering new evidence and identifying new ideas and solutions for spurring peace, jobs, and
resilience in poor countries, The Last Mile in Ending Extreme Poverty will outline an agenda to
inform poverty reduction strategies for governments, donors, charities, and foundations around the
world. Contents Part I: Peace: Breaking the Cycle of Conflict External finance for state and peace
building, Marcus Manuel and Alistair McKechnie, Overseas Development Institute Reforming
international cooperation to improve the sustainability of peace, Bruce Jones, Brookings and New
York University Bridging state and local communities through livelihood improvements, Ryutaro
Murotani, JICA, and Yoichi Mine, JICA-RI and Doshisha University Postconflict trajectories and the
potential for poverty reduction, Gary Milante, SIPRI Part II: Jobs: Supporting Inclusive Growth
Structural change and Africa's poverty puzzle, John Page, Brookings Public goods for private jobs:
lessons from the Pacific, Shane Evans, Michael Carnahan and Alice Steele, Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade, Government of Australia Strategies for inclusive development in agrarian
Sub-Saharan countries, Akio Hosono, JICA-RI The role of agriculture in poverty reduction, John
McArthur, Brookings, UN Foundation, and Fung Global Institute Part III: Resilience: Managing
Shocks and Risks Environmental stress and conflict, Stephen Smith, George Washington University
and Brookings Toward community resilience: The role of social capital after disasters, Go Shimada,
JICA-RI Social protection and the end of extreme poverty, Raj Desai, Georgetown University and
Brookings

political instability task force: Genocide Donald Bloxham, A. Dirk Moses, 2022-03-24 The
growth of scholarship on the pressing problem of genocide shows no sign of abating. This volume
takes stock of Genocide Studies in all its multi-disciplinary diversity by adopting a thematic rather
than case-study approach. Each chapter is by an expert in the field and comprises an up-to-date
survey of emerging and established areas of enquiry while highlighting problems and making
suggestions about avenues for future research. Each essay also has a select bibliography to facilitate
further reading. Key themes include imperial violence and military contexts for genocide, predicting,
preventing, and prosecuting genocide, gender, ideology, the state, memory, transitional justice, and




ecocide. The volume also scrutinises the concept of genocide - its elasticity, limits, and problems. It
does not provide a definition of genocide but rather encourages the reader to think critically about
genocide as a conceptual and legal category concerned with identity-based violence against
civilians.

political instability task force: The SAGE Handbook of the History, Philosophy and
Sociology of International Relations Andreas Gofas, Inanna Hamati-Ataya, Nicholas Onuf,
2018-07-30 The SAGE Handbook of the History, Philosophy and Sociology of International Relations
offers a panoramic overview of the broad field of International Relations by integrating three distinct
but interrelated foci. It retraces the historical development of International Relations (IR) as a
professional field of study, explores the philosophical foundations of IR, and interrogates the
sociological mechanisms through which scholarship is produced and the field is structured.
Comprising 38 chapters from both established scholars and an emerging generation of innovative
meta-theorists and theoretically driven empiricists, the handbook fosters discussion of the field from
the inside out, forcing us to come to grips with the widely held perception that IR is experiencing an
existential crisis quite unlike anything else in its hundred-year history. This timely and innovative
reference volume reflects on situated scholarly practices in a way that projects our collective
thinking into the future. PART ONE: THE INWARD GAZE: INTRODUCTORY REFLECTIONS PART
TWO: IMAGINING THE INTERNATIONAL, ACKNOWLEDGING THE GLOBAL PART THREE: THE
SEARCH FOR (AN) IDENTITY PART FOUR: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AS A PROFESSION
PART FIVE: LOOKING AHEAD: THE FUTURE OF META-ANALYSIS

political instability task force: How Civil Wars Start Barbara F. Walter, 2023-04-25 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ A leading political scientist examines the dramatic rise in violent
extremism around the globe and sounds the alarm on the increasing likelihood of a second civil war
in the United States “Required reading for anyone invested in preserving our 246-year experiment in
self-government.”—The New York Times Book Review (Editors’ Choice) WINNER OF THE GLOBAL
POLICY INSTITUTE AWARD « THE SUNDAY TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR « ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR: Financial Times, The Times (UK), Esquire, Prospect (UK) Political violence
rips apart several towns in southwest Texas. A far-right militia plots to kidnap the governor of
Michigan and try her for treason. An armed mob of Trump supporters and conspiracy theorists
storms the U.S. Capitol. Are these isolated incidents? Or is this the start of something bigger?
Barbara F. Walter has spent her career studying civil conflict in places like Iraq, Ukraine, and Sri
Lanka, but now she has become increasingly worried about her own country. Perhaps surprisingly,
both autocracies and healthy democracies are largely immune from civil war; it’s the countries in the
middle ground that are most vulnerable. And this is where more and more countries, including the
United States, are finding themselves today. Over the last two decades, the number of active civil
wars around the world has almost doubled. Walter reveals the warning signs—where wars tend to
start, who initiates them, what triggers them—and why some countries tip over into conflict while
others remain stable. Drawing on the latest international research and lessons from over twenty
countries, Walter identifies the crucial risk factors, from democratic backsliding to factionalization
and the politics of resentment. A civil war today won’t look like America in the 1860s, Russia in the
1920s, or Spain in the 1930s. It will begin with sporadic acts of violence and terror, accelerated by
social media. It will sneak up on us and leave us wondering how we could have been so blind. In this
urgent and insightful book, Walter redefines civil war for a new age, providing the framework we
need to confront the danger we now face—and the knowledge to stop it before it’s too late.

political instability task force: The Oxford Handbook of Transformations of the State Stephan
Leibfried, Evelyne Huber, Matthew Lange, Jonah D. Levy, Frank Nullmeier, John D. Stephens,
2015-06-11 This Handbook offers a comprehensive treatment of transformations of the state, from
its origins in different parts of the world and different time periods to its transformations since
World War II in the advanced industrial countries, the post-Communist world, and the Global South.
Leading experts in their fields, from Europe and North America, discuss conceptualizations and
theories of the state and the transformations of the state in its engagement with a changing



international environment as well as with changing domestic economic, social, and political
challenges. The Handbook covers different types of states in the Global South (from failed to
predatory, rentier and developmental), in different kinds of advanced industrial political economies
(corporatist, statist, liberal, import substitution industrialization), and in various post-Communist
countries (Russia, China, successor states to the USSR, and Eastern Europe). It also addresses
crucial challenges in different areas of state intervention, from security to financial regulation,
migration, welfare states, democratization and quality of democracy, ethno-nationalism, and human
development. The volume makes a compelling case that far from losing its relevance in the face of
globalization, the state remains a key actor in all areas of social and economic life, changing its
areas of intervention, its modes of operation, and its structures in adaption to new international and
domestic challenges.

political instability task force: After the Spring Magdi Amin, 2012-03-27 For too long, the
economic aspirations of the people in the region, especially young people, have been ignored by
leaders in Arab countries and abroad. Competing views as to how best to meet these aspirations are
now being debated in the region. The outcome will shape Arab societies for generations to come.

political instability task force: Conflict Prevention and Peace-building in Post-War
Societies T. David Mason, James D. Meernik, 2006-05-02 This volume provides an overview of the
costs, benefits, consequences, and prospects for rebuilding nations emerging from violent conflict.
The rationale for this comes from the growing realization that, in the post-Cold War era and in the
aftermath of 9/11, our understanding of conflict and conflict resolution has to include consideration
of the conditions conducive to sustaining the peace in nations torn by civil war or interstate conflict.
The chapters analyze the prospects for building a sustainable peace from a number of different
perspectives, examining: the role of economic development democratization respect for human
rights the potential for renewal of conflict the United Nations and other critical topics. In an age
when 'nation-building' is once again on the international agenda, and scholars as well as policy
makers realize both the tremendous costs and benefits in fostering developed, democratic, peaceful
and secure nations, the time has truly come for a book that integrates all the facets of this important
subject. Conflict Prevention and Peace-building in Post-War Societies will appeal to students and
scholars of peace studies, international relations, security studies and conflict resolution as well as
policy makers and analysts.

political instability task force: Managing State Fragility Isabel Rocha de Siqueira, 2017-03-27
This book examines the management of ‘state fragility’ and the practices and impacts of
quantification over relations of power in international politics. With the further movement towards
quantification, and as technical and technological changes advance, this book argues that certain
important quantifying practices can be understood in terms of symbolic power, which is more
nuanced and subtle. The aim is that such an understanding can also open space for considering
other instances of power that are blurred and nuanced in current international politics. By looking at
how the merging of conflict and development issues in the fragile states agenda has been fed by and
has fed the authority of ever-perfectible numbers, the book offers an approach to address the
difficulty in dealing with profound inequality without presuming domination. Instead, the example of
the g7+ group of self-labelled ‘fragile states’ and its tools indicate that quantification has reached a
point of no return, but it has done so through indirect practices of management and with the
complicity, so to say, of those deemed least favoured by it. This shows that there is little chance that
policy-makers and academics can escape dealing with numbers and there is much to be gained by
understanding how complex and knowingly imperfect statistics become authoritative and
widespread. This book will be of much interest to students of critical security studies, International
Political Sociology, development studies, and IR in general.

political instability task force: Humanitarian Crises, Intervention and Security Liesbet
Heyse, Andrej Zwitter, Rafael Wittek, Joost Herman, 2014-10-10 This book presents a new
framework of analysis to assess natural and man-made disasters and humanitarian crises, and the
feasibility of interventions in these complex emergencies. The past half-century has witnessed a



dramatic increase in such crises - such as in Haiti, Iraq and Sudan - and this volume aims to pioneer
a theory-based, interdisciplinary framework that can assist students and practitioners in the field to
acquire the skills and expertise necessary for evidence-based decision-making and programming in
humanitarian action. It has four major objectives: To provide a tool for diagnosing and
understanding complex emergencies, and build on the concepts of state security and human security
to provide a ‘Snap-Shot Analysis’ of the status quo; To provide a tool for analysing the causes of
crises as well as the related stakeholder field; To provide a frame to structure and analyse the
information required to evaluate, monitor and/or design interventions for different actors on a
project and/or programme level; To combine concepts used in the humanitarian field with underlying
theory in a practically relevant way. The book will be of much interest to students of humanitarian
intervention, human security, peacebuilding, development studies, peace studies and IR in general.

political instability task force: Understanding Small-Island Developing States Amelia
Santos-Paulino, Mark McGillivray, Wim Naudé, 2013-10-18 Small island developing states (SIDS) are
characterised by high economic, geographical and social vulnerability. These states are perceived as
economically vulnerable, exhibiting poor economic performance, and embedding low levels of
achieved well-being on most criteria. SIDS, which occupy very large parts of the world, face
idiosyncratic development challenges largely owing to their susceptibility to external shocks. Still,
these countries are all too often overlooked in the development research literature. Arising from a
UNU-WIDER research project, this book provides in-depth research on the international dimensions
of SIDS development experiences. Using a wealth of data, as well as case studies, the main topics
examined comprise: aid, policies and growth; the costs of neglect, in terms of losses owing to a
country falling into the fragile states group, of that country and those in its region; the composition
of trade and the impact of external shocks, and the impact of remittances. The studies jointly provide
valuable insights for small islands and other developing countries in the pursuit of sustainable
growth and development. This book was published as a special issue of the Journal of Development
Studies.

political instability task force: The Oxford Handbook on Atrocity Crimes Barbora Hola, Hollie
Nyseth Nzitatira, Hollie Nyseth Brehm, Maartje Weerdesteijn, 2022 The Oxford Handbook on
Atrocity Crimes surveys and further develops the evolving field of atrocity crime studies through
interdisciplinary research on war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide in one
comprehensive volume encompassing contributions of leading scholars.

political instability task force: Ethnic Politics and Conflict/Violence Erika Forsberg,
Joéhanna K. Birnir, Christian Davenport, 2018-10-18 Ethnicity is one of the most salient and enduring
topics of social science, not least with regard to its potential link to political conflict/violence.
Despite, or perhaps because of, the concept’s significant use, all too seldom has the field paused to
consider the state of our knowledge. For example, how do we define and conceive of ethnicity within
the context of political conflict? What do we really know about the causal determinants of ethnic
conflict? What has been the most useful development within this literature, and why? This volume
comprises reflections from an international range of prominent political scientists all engaged in the
study of ethnicity and conflict/violence. They attempt to synthesize what the field does and does not
know with regard to ethnic conflict, as well as draw out the research directions for the immediate
future in unique and interesting ways. This book was originally published as a special issue of the
journal Ethnopolitics.
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