
political parties in ireland

political parties in ireland play a crucial role in shaping the nation's governance, policies, and democratic
processes. Ireland's political landscape is characterized by a variety of parties representing diverse
ideologies, ranging from center-right to left-wing, including nationalist, republican, and environmentalist
perspectives. Understanding the main political parties in Ireland provides insight into the country's
electoral dynamics, government formation, and policy debates. This article explores the major and minor
political parties, their historical development, ideological stances, and the influence they wield in Irish
politics. Furthermore, the article examines the electoral system and its impact on party representation, as
well as emerging trends and challenges facing political parties in Ireland today. This comprehensive
overview offers a detailed examination of the political parties in Ireland, catering to readers interested in
Irish politics, governance, and electoral affairs.
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Major Political Parties in Ireland
The political parties in Ireland that dominate the national political scene have a long-standing presence and
significant influence over government formation and policymaking. These parties have shaped the political
discourse and continue to be pivotal in general elections and parliamentary activities.

Fianna Fáil
Fianna Fáil, often described as a centrist to center-right party, is one of the most prominent political parties
in Ireland. Founded in 1926, it has traditionally positioned itself as a republican and nationalist party with a
focus on economic development, social welfare, and maintaining Ireland’s sovereignty. Fianna Fáil has been
a major force in Irish politics, frequently leading governments or serving as the main opposition.



Fine Gael
Fine Gael is another dominant political party in Ireland, generally considered center-right with Christian
democratic and liberal-conservative ideological roots. Established in 1933, Fine Gael emphasizes pro-
European Union policies, fiscal responsibility, and law and order. It has frequently alternated power with
Fianna Fáil and has been part of multiple coalition governments.

Labour Party
The Labour Party represents a social-democratic tradition in Irish politics. Founded in 1912, it advocates for
workers' rights, social justice, and progressive reforms. Although smaller than Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael,
Labour has been an influential coalition partner and has contributed significantly to Ireland’s social policy
development.

Green Party
The Green Party focuses on environmental issues, sustainability, and climate action. It has gained increasing
support in recent years due to rising public concern about environmental challenges. The party promotes
policies on renewable energy, conservation, and social equality, positioning itself as a progressive
alternative in the Irish political spectrum.

Minor and Emerging Political Parties
Besides the major players, Ireland’s political landscape features several minor and emerging parties that
contribute to the diversity of political opinions and voter choices. These smaller parties often represent
specific ideological niches or regional interests.

Sinn Féin
Sinn Féin is a left-wing party with a republican and nationalist agenda, advocating for Irish reunification
and social equality. It has grown substantially in popularity, particularly among younger voters, and
challenges the traditional dominance of Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael. Sinn Féin campaigns on anti-austerity
measures, housing reform, and expanded social services.

Social Democrats
The Social Democrats are a progressive party advocating for social democracy, transparency in government,
and enhanced public services. Established relatively recently, they focus on issues such as healthcare



reform, social justice, and economic equality.

Solidarity–People Before Profit
This alliance includes left-wing socialist parties that emphasize workers' rights, anti-capitalism, and radical
social change. They are vocal critics of austerity and advocate for wealth redistribution and expanded social
protections.

Other Minor Parties
There are several other minor parties in Ireland, including the Workers' Party, Renua Ireland, and
independent groups that contribute to the political discourse and occasionally influence local or national
elections.
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Historical Development of Political Parties in Ireland
The evolution of political parties in Ireland is deeply intertwined with the country’s history, including its
struggle for independence, civil conflict, and socio-economic transformations. Understanding this historical
context is essential to grasp the current political environment.

Origins and Early Parties
The roots of modern Irish political parties trace back to the early 20th century, with the Irish
Parliamentary Party and later Sinn Féin playing key roles in the independence movement. The split over
the Anglo-Irish Treaty in 1921 led to the creation of Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael, establishing the two-party
dominance that has persisted for decades.



Post-Independence Political Landscape
Following independence, political parties in Ireland navigated challenges including civil war aftermath,
economic development, and social policy debates. Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael alternated in government,
shaping Ireland’s direction through the 20th century with varying approaches to economic policy and social
issues.

Recent Developments
In recent decades, Ireland has seen the emergence of new parties and shifting voter allegiances, reflecting
broader social changes, globalization, and growing environmental awareness. This diversification has
challenged the traditional two-party system and introduced new dynamics to Irish politics.

Party Ideologies and Policies
Political parties in Ireland represent a wide spectrum of ideologies, from conservatism and liberalism to
socialism and environmentalism. These ideological positions influence their policy priorities, voter base, and
coalition strategies.

Economic Policies
Major parties like Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael generally advocate for market-oriented economic policies with
some social welfare provisions, while left-wing parties push for greater redistribution, social spending, and
intervention in the economy.

Social Issues
Irish political parties vary significantly in their stances on social issues such as abortion, LGBTQ+ rights, and
immigration. Progressive parties tend to support liberal policies, whereas some conservative factions
emphasize traditional values.

Nationalism and Identity
Nationalism remains a key theme in Irish politics, particularly regarding the status of Northern Ireland and
the goal of reunification. Sinn Féin strongly promotes Irish unity, whereas other parties may prioritize
economic and social issues over constitutional change.



Electoral System and Party Representation
The structure of Ireland’s electoral system plays a significant role in shaping the representation of political
parties. The proportional representation-single transferable vote (PR-STV) system encourages multiparty
participation and coalition governments.

Proportional Representation
The PR-STV system allows voters to rank candidates in order of preference, which tends to produce a
more proportional reflection of voter preferences in the parliament. This system benefits smaller parties
and independents by providing opportunities for representation beyond the two major parties.

Impact on Government Formation
The electoral system often results in no single party gaining an outright majority, necessitating coalition
governments. This has encouraged cooperation and negotiation among parties with differing ideologies and
policy goals.

Voter Behavior and Party Support
Voter support in Ireland can be fluid, with shifting allegiances based on economic conditions, social issues,
and party leadership. The electoral system enables voters to express nuanced preferences, contributing to
the evolving landscape of political parties in Ireland.

Proportional representation system

Coalition governments

Voter preferences and ranking

Impact on party diversity

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the major political parties in Ireland?
The major political parties in Ireland include Fianna Fáil, Fine Gael, Sinn Féin, the Labour Party, and the
Green Party.

Which political party is currently the largest in Ireland?
As of the latest elections, Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael are the two largest parties, often leading coalition
governments, with Sinn Féin gaining significant support in recent years.

What is the political ideology of Sinn Féin?
Sinn Féin is a left-wing party that advocates for Irish reunification, social justice, and progressive policies.

How do coalition governments work in Ireland?
Ireland often has coalition governments where two or more political parties agree to share power and
govern together, as no single party usually wins an outright majority.

What role do smaller parties play in Irish politics?
Smaller parties like the Green Party and Social Democrats often hold the balance of power in coalition
governments and influence policy on specific issues such as the environment and social equality.

How has Brexit impacted political parties in Ireland?
Brexit has intensified discussions around Irish unity and border issues, leading to increased support for
parties like Sinn Féin that advocate for reunification and complicating the positions of traditionally
dominant parties.

Additional Resources
1. Irish Political Parties: A Historical Overview
This book provides a comprehensive history of the major political parties in Ireland, tracing their origins
and evolution from the early 20th century to the present day. It explores how parties like Fianna Fáil,
Fine Gael, and Sinn Féin have shaped Irish politics. The author examines key moments, internal dynamics,
and ideological shifts within these parties.

2. The Rise of Sinn Féin: From Margins to Mainstream
Focusing on Sinn Féin’s transformation over the last few decades, this book analyzes the party’s journey
from a fringe republican movement to a dominant force in Irish politics. It delves into the political
strategies, leadership changes, and social factors that contributed to its rise. The narrative covers electoral



successes and challenges faced along the way.

3. Fianna Fáil: The Party and Its People
This detailed study investigates Fianna Fáil’s role in shaping modern Ireland, highlighting its policies,
leadership, and voter base. The book traces the party’s founding principles and how it adapted to changing
political landscapes. It also discusses Fianna Fáil’s influence on Ireland’s economic and social development.

4. Fine Gael and the Politics of Consensus
Examining Fine Gael’s history and ideology, this book focuses on the party’s commitment to moderate and
centrist policies. It discusses Fine Gael’s participation in coalition governments and its approach to key issues
like European integration. The author provides insights into the party’s electoral strategies and internal
debates.

5. The Labour Party in Ireland: Social Democracy and Change
This book explores the Labour Party’s efforts to promote social democracy and workers’ rights in Ireland. It
covers the party’s origins, its role in government, and its influence on Irish social policies. The text also
addresses the challenges Labour has faced in balancing principles with political pragmatism.

6. Minor Parties and Political Diversity in Ireland
Highlighting the smaller political parties and independent movements, this book examines their
contributions to Ireland’s political pluralism. It discusses parties like the Green Party, Progressive
Democrats, and others, analyzing their impact on policy and public discourse. The book also considers the
challenges these parties encounter in a predominantly two-party system.

7. Politics and Partition: The Impact on Irish Political Parties
This work investigates how the partition of Ireland has influenced political party development on both
sides of the border. It looks at the differing party systems in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland,
focusing on nationalist and unionist parties. The book provides context for understanding sectarian divisions
and political alignments.

8. Women in Irish Political Parties: Breaking the Glass Ceiling
Focusing on the role of women within Irish political parties, this book traces the progress and setbacks
experienced by female politicians. It highlights key figures, campaigns for gender equality, and the impact
of party policies on women’s political participation. The narrative emphasizes ongoing challenges and future
prospects.

9. Electoral Politics in Ireland: Party Competition and Voter Behavior
This analytical book examines the dynamics of electoral competition among Irish political parties and how
voter behavior has evolved over time. It discusses factors influencing party allegiance, electoral reforms,
and campaign strategies. The author uses data and case studies to provide a nuanced understanding of
Ireland’s democratic processes.
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new light on the question of establishing democratic politics after a war of independence, on the
impact of electoral laws on party competition, on the social bases of political competition, and on the
way political machines work in modern democracies. As a case study the book also analyzes the
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Gallagher, 2012-12-12 Politics in the Republic of Ireland is now available in a fully revised fourth
edition. Building on the success of the previous three editions, this text continues to provide an
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foremost experts on Irish politics, it explains, analyzes and interprets the background to Irish
government and contemporary political processes. Crucially, it brings the student up-to-date with
the very latest developments. New patterns of government formation, challenges to the established
political parties, ever-deepening, if sometimes ambivalent, involvement in the process of European
integration, a growing role in the politics of Northern Ireland and sustained discussion of gender
issues are among these developments – along with evidence, revealed by several tribunals of
enquiry, that Irish politics is not as free of corruption as many had assumed.
  political parties in ireland: Politics in the Republic of Ireland John Coakley, Michael
Gallagher, 2004-08-02 Politics in the Republic of Ireland is newly available in a fully revised third
edition. Building on the success of the first two editions, it continues to provide an authoritative
introduction to all aspects of politics in the Irish Republic. Published in association with the Political
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Studies Association of Ireland, and written by some of the foremost experts on Irish politics, it
explains, analyzes and interprets the background and processes of Irish government. Crucially it
provides the student with the very latest developments. Coverage includes: * all aspects of the Irish
political system, including the constitution, electoral system, parties, the links between member sof
parliament and their constituents, the government, the President, and the Taoiseach * an exploration
of the foundations of statehood, Irish society and political culture * Ireland's relationship with
Britain and its role within the European Union * women and Irish politics * appendices providing
demographic data, electoral data, political office holders, biographical notes on major political
figures and a chronology of the main political events
  political parties in ireland: Irish Politics Today Neil Collins, Terry Cradden, 2001 This new
edition has been revised and updated to include coverage of the 1997 general election, the creation
of a new coalition of Fianna Fail, and the Progressive Democrats under Bertie Ahern. Reflecting on
current developments in Irish politics, the authors also examine other crucial issues such as the
implications of a written constitution, changes in the party system, the power of major special
interest groups, the role of the civil service, the position of the media, and membership in the
European Union.
  political parties in ireland: Politics and Gender in Ireland Fiona Buckley, Yvonne Galligan,
2016-02-08 This book explores the relationship between women, the state and democratic politics in
Ireland today. It highlights the conservatism of the political culture shared by all traditions on the
island, and how this culture circumscribes women’s political agency in Northern Ireland and Ireland.
The book explores the opportunities and obstacles to women’s participation and representation on
each side of the border. The chapters take the view that public decision-making institutions and
processes are subject to rules and practices that reinforce the gendered foundations of democratic
politics. They document women’s continuing quest for full participation and equal representation in
these male-gendered arenas. The contributors focus on the marginalised experiences of women in
modern politics in Ireland and detail their efforts to challenge the masculinized status quo. The book
addresses the classical issues of citizenship, participation, representation and equal rights in a
sustained analysis of the political systems on the island. It also deals with modern issues –
multiculturalism, peace-building, the male-gendered legislature and the unequal nature of women’s
citizenship in constitutional, institutional and policy contexts. The book is completed by a
comprehensive appendix of all women elected to political office on the island from 1918-2013. This
book was published as a special issue of Irish Political Studies.
  political parties in ireland: The Europeanization of Party Politics in Ireland, North and
South Katy Hayward, Mary Murphy, 2013-10-31 Ireland’s relationship with the European Union has
been determined by the behaviour, actions and discourse of political parties. This book examines this
impact through an in-depth analysis of the Europeanization of party politics in the Republic of
Ireland and Northern Ireland. First, it presents original research on cross-cutting issues that have
featured in political debates about European integration, including referendum campaigns on EU
treaties, Irish neutrality and party policy positions on the EU. Secondly, it is the first book of its kind
to examine in detail how each of the main parties on the island of Ireland has adapted to EU
membership. In doing so it both tests the thesis of ‘Europeanization’ and deepens understanding of
the impact that EU membership can have on national and sub-national party politics. What this study
reveals is that, while Europeanization is clearly evident in all parties in Ireland, including those most
critical of European integration, its influence has been strictly curtailed. We argue that the effects of
Europeanization in Irish party politics have been limited by enduring resistance to – and conditions
placed upon – EU influence in particular policy areas, the importance of pragmatism and
(sub-)national priorities in shaping parties’ approaches to European integration and the fact that
engagement with the EU continues to be a predominantly elite-led process. This book was published
as a special issue of Irish Political Studies.
  political parties in ireland: Politics in Ireland Maura Adshead, Jonathan Tonge, 2009-04-21
Politics in Ireland is the first major text to provide an accessible and systematic analysis of the



politics of Ireland: North as well as South. With the development of a new Northern Irish political
system and increasing links across the island, the authors argue that the time is ripe to study
together the two polities, which share so much of a common history but which have had very
different evolutions through the 20th century. Drawing upon an exceptionally wide range of sources
and their own original research, the authors deploy a thematic approach to the study of political
institutions, political behaviour and public policy in both the Republic and Northern Ireland in order
to produce a detailed, but highly readable, assessment of governance and politics in both political
systems. This approach enables them both to outline the differences and similarities between the
polities and to explain how they relate to the wider world, in particular to the UK and to Europe.
  political parties in ireland: Constitutional Law of Ireland Michael Forde, David Leonard,
2016-10-14 Originally written for the fiftieth anniversary of the Constitution of Ireland, this book is
an account of how the Constitution's requirements have been implemented by the legislature and
interpreted by the courts. In this way it provides an integrated and contextual account of
constitutional law in Ireland. It goes as far as to place it in context of some foreign constitutions,
especially the Constitutions of the United States, France, Germany and the United Kingdom, as
indeed the Irish courts refer frequently to other countries for guidance in interpreting the
Constitution. The book largely falls into four parts. The first few chapters are introductory and cover
the drafting and adoption of the Constitution, some features of the State and its citizens, and the
judicial review of laws. The next few chapters deal with the various institutions of government and
with the activities of the State in the international arena and in relation to fiscal matters. Then
following on from this there are a number of chapters which consider what may be termed the
various civil liberties and rights. There is a final brief section, towards the end of the book which
deals with the various legal breaches of the Constitution. This new edition has been extensively
rewritten to account for the enormous to take into account the tumultuous changes in Irish
Constitutional Law in the intervening years. Challenges to articles, referenda, new legislation, and
cases are all judicially considered. Michael Forde and David Leonard offer the reader everything
they need to know on this complex subject.
  political parties in ireland: Northern Ireland Yearbook Michael McKernan, Owen McQuade,
2004-03 The Northern Ireland Yearbook is an invaluable resource for anyone who has any kind of
interest in Northern Ireland. Users will find expertly prepared political and economic commentary
along with a wealth of information on various groups and associations; social activity; tourism;
history; and the media and entertainment.
  political parties in ireland: Northern Ireland Jonathan Tonge, 2013-12-02 Essential text for
a 1 term/semester undergraduate course on Northern Ireland (usually a 2nd year option). Combines
coverage of the historical context of the situation in Northern Ireland with a thorough examination
of the contemporary political situation and the peace process. The book explores the issues behind
the longevity of the conflict and provides a detailed analysis of the attempts to create a lasting peace
in Northern Ireland.
  political parties in ireland: Politics In Northern Ireland Rick Wilford, 2018-02-02 Despite the
staggering number of books related to the Northern Ireland political arena, most of the literature
concentrates on only a few dimensions of ?the conflict? and especially on constitutional policy and
the on-going search for a resolution of the antagonisms. This original textbook, the first of its kind,
serves as a comprehensive examination of the subject by exploring these topics and other important
dimensions of politics which have been overlooked and undervalued.Politics in Northern Ireland is
written by a team of distinguished academics, drawn from both within and outside Northern Ireland.
It adopts the analytic tools of political science and brings a comparative perspective to bear on the
politics of Northern Ireland. Early chapters examine the historic sources of conflict, analyze the
period since the outbreak of the modern troubles, and discuss the differences between the
communities. The book then examines the nature of parties, elections, and elective assemblies,
before focusing on policy matters, such as fair employment, policing, and gender. In the concluding
chapter, contributors consider relations with the Republic of Ireland and discuss events as current



as today's headlines, including the historic breakthrough in negotiations, the referendums, and the
Assembly elections. The result is a well-rounded core text designed for the classroom, as well as for
those interested in learning more about different facets of politics in Northern Ireland.
  political parties in ireland: Anti-Terrorism Law and Normalising Northern Ireland Jessie
Blackbourn, 2014-08-07 The Northern Ireland peace process has been heralded by those involved as
a successful example of transformation from a violent conflict to a peaceful society. This book
examines the implementation of the Belfast Agreement in Northern Ireland, and evaluates whether
its goal to establish a normal, peaceful society has been fully realised. Using the political and legal
status of England, Scotland and Wales as a comparison, Jessie Blackbourn evaluates eight aspects of
Northern Ireland which the Agreement aimed to normalise: the contested constitutional status of
Northern Ireland, the devolution of power, decommissioning, the removal of emergency laws,
demilitarisation, police reform, criminal justice reform, and paramilitary prisoners. The book
highlights the historical context which gave rise to the need for a programme of normalisation within
the Belfast Agreement with respect to these areas and assesses the extent to which that programme
of normalisation has been successfully implemented. By evaluating the implementation of the Belfast
Agreement, the book demonstrates the difficulties that transitional or post-conflict states face in
attempting to wind back extraordinary counter-terrorism policies after periods of violence have been
brought to an end. The book will be of great use to students and researchers concerned with the
emergence, evolution and repeal of anti-terrorism laws, and anyone interested in the history of the
conflict and peace process in Northern Ireland.
  political parties in ireland: Why are Ireland's Principal Political Parties so Similar? Constantin
Huesker, 2014-07-07 Essay from the year 2011 in the subject Politics - Region: Western Europe,
grade: 70%, 1,5, Dublin City University, course: Introduction to Modern Ireland, language: English,
abstract: Tom Garvin introduces his book “The Evolution of Irish Nationalist Politics” from 2005 with
the following appraisal: “The political parties of the Irish Republic are somewhat exotic entities. The
country’s party system, and its style of popular politics in general, are untypical of Western liberal
democracies in many ways.” He is proved right when looking at the classical political model and
Ireland’s party structure. The general political spectrum that “divides political ideologies on the
basis of their beliefs” is not applicable to the Irish political landscape. One can neither find a clearly
left-wing nor a genuine right-wing party. Instead, two big and nearly equal conservative parties
prevail: Fine Gael and Fianna Fáil. For many years these parties dominate the Dáil winning together
over 50% of the seats every election. Since their foundation in the early 20th century the parties
share basically the same political platform and represent therefore just an alternative to each other.
The Irish population constantly favoured centre-right politics and consequently other political camps
were generally left by the roadside: in 2007, for instance, the Labour Party and the Green Party
together won only 26 out of 166 seats. Another factor for Ireland’s flat political landscape is the lack
of cleavages within the Irish society. Not only due to “exceptional ethnic and religious uniformity,
[...] [based on] the role of the Catholic Church in social and political life” but also due to Ireland’s
late industrialisation, traditional and homogeneous voting was and still is more influential than in
other western democracies. The three factors, introduced above and explained in detail below, are
not the exclusive reasons for Ireland’s unique political landscape. Instead, the whole party structure
matured over the past 100 years. It is therefore important to regard the process as a whole, to better
understand the evolution of the current situation.
  political parties in ireland: Theories of International Relations and Northern Ireland
Timothy J. White, 2017-01-29 This book uses the case of Northern Ireland to evaluate theoretical
approaches in international relations. It investigates the process of negotiation that led to the
signing of the Good Friday or Belfast Agreement and the continuing challenges to peace
reconciliation in Northern Ireland. Incorporating the work of leading scholars, it explores a wide
range of topics, including the function of deception in promoting peace, the question of partition and
how it was reimagined by nationalists such as John Hume, and how the decommissioning process led
to a role in internal policing for paramilitaries. The influence of outside actors - notably the United



States and the European Union - is also considered, along with the involvement of the Catholic
Church and the marginalization of women. This book will be important for academics interested in
theories of international relations and to a wider public interested in understanding the Northern
Ireland peace process.
  political parties in ireland: Continuity, Change and Crisis in Contemporary Ireland Brian
Girvin, Gary Murphy, 2013-10-18 The focus of this book is to analyse from a number of perspectives
the politics of change in Ireland north and south since 1969. The emergence of the troubles in
Northern Ireland, the final push to gain entry to the EEC, changing social mores and severe
economic difficulties all begin to appear on the horizon at this stage. While considerable change and,
indeed, moments of extreme crisis, have taken place in areas such as Northern Ireland, the
economy, moral politics, and Ireland’s attitude towards the European Union, continuity has also
been a significant hallmark of Irish politics since 1969. This volume offers important perspectives
and opens up new debates in explaining the phenomena of continuity, change and crisis in
contemporary Ireland. New evidence on the origins of the troubles in Northern Ireland, the Arms
Crisis, Ireland’s relationship with Europe, the process of social partnership, and the politics of
morality all offer important fresh insights into how contemporary Ireland has functioned. Featuring
a number of high profile scholars and uniquely dealing with both Northern Ireland and the Republic
of Ireland, this volume argues that the intriguing feature of recent Irish history is not the absence of
change but the extent to which change has been mediated by the existing political cultures, national
traditions and long-standing institutions of both north and south. This book was based on a special
issue of Irish Political Studies.
  political parties in ireland: Northern Ireland and the European Union Mary C. Murphy,
2016-05-16 This unique study breaks new ground in engaging the study of Northern Ireland politics
directly with broader debates about European integration and European governance. The text offers
the most comprehensive coverage to date of the institutional development of Northern Ireland
following the UK government’s devolution programme and Northern Ireland’s development as an
autonomous policy actor in Europe. This study marshals evidence from Northern Ireland’s
relationship with the European Union (EU) during the contemporary era of devolved power. The text
argues that in Northern Ireland a series of national and regional constraints, complexities and
divisions limit regional autonomy. These original insights question the synergy between devolution
and the EU and query the existence of new forms of ‘governance’. This is a contribution of both
immense substance and considerable importance and should be essential reading for those with an
interest in Northern Ireland and EU politics.
  political parties in ireland: Ideologues, Partisans, and Loyalists Despina Alexiadou, 2016
Introduction -- Theory -- Who are the ministers? -- Appointing ideologues, partisans, and loyalists --
Social welfare policies -- Employment policies -- Ireland -- The Netherlands -- Greece -- Conclusion
  political parties in ireland: Northern Ireland Feargal Cochrane, 2021-03-09 The complete
history of Northern Ireland from the Irish Civil War to Brexit “A wonderful book, beautifully written.
. . . Informative and incisive.”—Irish Times After two decades of relative peace following the Good
Friday Agreement of 1998, the Brexit referendum in 2016 reopened the Northern Ireland question.
In this thoughtful and engaging book, Feargal Cochrane considers the region’s troubled history from
the struggle for Irish independence in the nineteenth century to the present. New chapters explain
the reasons for the suspension of devolved government at Stormont in 2017 and its restoration in
2020 as well as the consequences for Northern Ireland of Britain’s decision to leave the European
Union. Providing a complete account of the province’s hundred-year history, this book is essential
reading to understand the present dimensions of the Northern Irish conflict.
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