medium of instruction meaning

medium of instruction meaning refers to the language or method used to teach students in
educational settings. It plays a crucial role in shaping students' learning experiences,
comprehension, and overall academic success. Understanding the medium of instruction meaning is
essential for educators, policymakers, and learners, as it directly impacts communication,
curriculum delivery, and cultural integration within schools. This article provides a comprehensive
exploration of the concept, its significance, types, and the implications of choosing a particular
medium in diverse educational contexts. Additionally, it examines challenges associated with
different media of instruction and highlights global trends influencing language use in education.
The following sections will offer a detailed overview of these aspects to enhance clarity and
awareness about the medium of instruction meaning.

¢ Definition and Importance of Medium of Instruction

e Types of Mediums of Instruction

e Factors Influencing the Choice of Medium of Instruction
e Implications of Medium of Instruction on Learning
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¢ Global Trends and Examples in Medium of Instruction

Definition and Importance of Medium of Instruction

What Does Medium of Instruction Mean?

The term medium of instruction meaning specifically refers to the language or mode through which
teaching and learning activities are conducted in educational institutions. It defines the primary
language used by teachers to deliver lessons, communicate with students, and facilitate
understanding of academic content. This concept is pivotal because it determines how effectively
students can grasp subject matter and engage in the learning process.

Significance in Education

The medium of instruction holds significant importance as it influences students' cognitive
development, language skills, and academic achievements. Using a familiar or native language as
the medium can enhance comprehension and reduce barriers to learning. Conversely, instruction in
a non-native language might prepare students for global communication but could pose initial
challenges. Therefore, the choice of medium impacts not only educational outcomes but also cultural



identity and social inclusion.

Types of Mediums of Instruction

Mother Tongue or Native Language

Teaching in the students’ first language or mother tongue is often considered the most effective
medium of instruction during early education. It promotes better understanding and retention of
knowledge and supports cognitive development. Many educational systems advocate using the
native language in primary education to build a strong foundation.

Second Language or Foreign Language

In some contexts, education is delivered in a second or foreign language, such as English, French, or
Spanish. This approach is common in multilingual countries or regions aiming to provide learners
with skills for international communication and opportunities. However, it requires adequate
language proficiency to avoid impeding learning.

Bilingual and Multilingual Instruction

Bilingual or multilingual mediums of instruction involve teaching in two or more languages. This
method seeks to balance the benefits of native language instruction with the advantages of acquiring
additional languages. It supports linguistic diversity and cognitive flexibility but demands careful
curriculum design and teacher training.

Factors Influencing the Choice of Medium of
Instruction

Political and Policy Considerations

Government policies and political contexts heavily influence medium of instruction decisions.
National language policies often promote certain languages to foster national identity, unity, or
international competitiveness. These policies can shape the languages used in schools at various
levels.

Socio-Cultural Factors

Societal values, cultural heritage, and community language preferences play a vital role.
Communities may prioritize preserving indigenous languages or favor global languages for economic



advancement. These social factors can determine which medium is adopted in educational
institutions.

Economic and Globalization Influences

Economic development and globalization encourage the use of widely spoken international
languages as mediums of instruction. Proficiency in global languages is associated with better
employment prospects and access to higher education worldwide, motivating many countries to
incorporate them into their education systems.

Implications of Medium of Instruction on Learning

Impact on Student Comprehension and Performance

The selected medium of instruction directly affects how well students understand concepts and
perform academically. Instruction in a language unfamiliar to students can create obstacles, leading
to lower achievement and disengagement. Conversely, an appropriate medium enhances
participation and success.

Language Development and Cognitive Skills

Medium of instruction influences language acquisition and cognitive development. Learning in the
mother tongue supports strong foundational skills, while exposure to additional languages through
instruction can foster bilingualism and cognitive flexibility. Balancing these outcomes is crucial for
holistic education.

Social Integration and Cultural Identity

The language used in education also impacts students' social integration and cultural identity. Using
indigenous languages promotes cultural pride and continuity, whereas instruction in dominant or
global languages may facilitate broader social inclusion but risk cultural erosion if not managed
sensitively.

Challenges in Implementing Medium of Instruction

Lack of Qualified Teachers

A significant challenge in medium of instruction implementation is the shortage of teachers
proficient in the selected language. This scarcity can undermine the quality of education and hinder
effective teaching.



Resource Availability

Educational materials, such as textbooks and multimedia content, may be limited in certain
languages, restricting the ability to deliver comprehensive instruction. Developing resources in
multiple languages requires substantial investment.

Student Diversity and Language Proficiency

In multicultural classrooms, varying language backgrounds among students complicate medium of
instruction choices. Ensuring all learners can follow lessons demands adaptive strategies and
support mechanisms.

Global Trends and Examples in Medium of Instruction

English as a Global Medium

English dominates as a medium of instruction worldwide, especially in higher education and
international schools. Its widespread use reflects globalization and the demand for English
proficiency in the job market.

Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual Education (MTB-MLE)

Many countries implement MTB-MLE programs that start education in the mother tongue and
gradually introduce additional languages. This approach has demonstrated positive outcomes in
literacy and academic achievement.

Regional Variations and Policies

Different regions adopt diverse policies based on linguistic demographics and cultural priorities. For
example, some countries emphasize national languages, while others promote bilingual education to
accommodate minority groups.

e Native language instruction enhances comprehension in early education.
e Second language instruction prepares students for global interaction.

e Bilingual education supports linguistic diversity and cognitive growth.

e Policy, culture, and economics influence medium of instruction choices.

e Challenges include teacher availability, resources, and student language diversity.



e Global trends show a mix of English dominance and mother tongue-based education.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'medium of instruction' mean?

Medium of instruction refers to the language or method used by teachers to deliver educational
content to students in a classroom.

Why is the medium of instruction important in education?

The medium of instruction is important because it affects students' understanding, learning
efficiency, and overall academic performance.

Can the medium of instruction affect students' language
skills?

Yes, the medium of instruction can significantly influence students' proficiency and fluency in the
language used for teaching.

What are common mediums of instruction worldwide?

Common mediums of instruction include English, Spanish, Mandarin, French, and local or regional
languages depending on the country and educational system.

How does the medium of instruction impact bilingual or
multilingual students?

For bilingual or multilingual students, the medium of instruction can either support language
development or create challenges if it differs from their home language.

Is it better to have the medium of instruction in the native
language or a global language?

It depends on context; using the native language can enhance comprehension and cultural
connection, while a global language like English may offer broader opportunities.

What challenges arise from changing the medium of
instruction in schools?

Challenges include teacher training, resource availability, student adaptation, and potential initial
drops in academic performance.



How do governments decide on the medium of instruction for
schools?

Decisions are often based on cultural, political, economic factors, and educational goals, balancing
national identity with global communication needs.

Can the medium of instruction influence social integration?

Yes, using a common medium of instruction can promote social cohesion, while multiple mediums
may reflect and preserve cultural diversity.

Are there alternative mediums of instruction besides spoken
languages?

Yes, some educational programs use sign language or bilingual approaches combining multiple
languages as mediums of instruction.

Additional Resources

1. Medium of Instruction: Policy and Practice in Language Education

This book explores the role of language policies in shaping the medium of instruction in various
educational contexts worldwide. It discusses the challenges and implications of choosing a medium
of instruction, particularly in multilingual societies. The text also examines case studies that
highlight the impact of language choices on student learning and identity formation.

2. Language and the Medium of Instruction in Education

Focusing on the theoretical and practical aspects of language use in classrooms, this book addresses
how the medium of instruction affects educational outcomes. It provides insights into the
sociolinguistic dynamics of language choice and its influence on teaching methodologies. The author
also discusses strategies for effective bilingual and multilingual education.

3. Medium of Instruction: Historical Perspectives and Contemporary Issues

This volume offers a comprehensive overview of the historical evolution of mediums of instruction
across different countries and eras. It highlights the political, cultural, and social factors that have
influenced language policies in education. Contemporary debates about language rights and
educational equity are also examined in detail.

4. Choosing the Medium of Instruction: Language, Identity, and Power

This book delves into the complex relationship between language choice, individual and group
identity, and power structures within educational settings. It analyzes how medium of instruction
decisions can either empower or marginalize students. Through empirical research, the author
discusses the consequences of various language policies on learners’ academic and social
experiences.

5. Language Policy and Medium of Instruction in Multilingual Education

Addressing multilingual education systems, this book investigates how language policies determine
the medium of instruction and influence educational success. It presents case studies from diverse

regions to show how governments and institutions manage language diversity in schools. The book



also offers practical guidelines for developing inclusive language policies.

6. Medium of Instruction and Student Learning Outcomes

This research-based book examines the correlation between the medium of instruction and student
academic performance. It reviews empirical studies that assess how language choice in classrooms
impacts comprehension, participation, and achievement. The author also discusses pedagogical
approaches that can mitigate language barriers.

7. English as a Medium of Instruction: Challenges and Opportunities

Focusing specifically on the widespread use of English in education, this book discusses the benefits
and drawbacks of adopting English as the medium of instruction. It highlights issues related to
language proficiency, cultural identity, and educational equity. The text also explores teacher
training and curriculum development in English-medium settings.

8. Medium of Instruction and Curriculum Development

This book links the choice of medium of instruction to curriculum design and implementation. It
argues that language decisions must align with curricular goals to enhance learning effectiveness.
The author explores examples of curriculum adaptation in multilingual settings and the implications
for educational policy.

9. Language, Education, and the Medium of Instruction Debate

This book provides a critical analysis of the ongoing debates surrounding language use in education.
It covers theoretical frameworks and real-world policy challenges related to the medium of
instruction. The author invites readers to consider the ethical and practical dimensions of language
choice in schools, advocating for more inclusive and context-sensitive approaches.
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medium of instruction meaning: English Medium Instruction Ernesto Macaro,, 2018-02-19
Ernesto Macaro brings together a wealth of research on the rapidly expanding phenomenon of
English Medium Instruction. Against a backdrop of theory, policy documents, and examples of
practice, he weaves together research in both secondary and tertiary education, with a particular
focus on the key stakeholders involved in EMI: the teachers and the students. Whilst acknowledging
that the momentum of EMI is unlikely to be diminished, and identifying its potential benefits, the
author raises questions about the ways it has been introduced and developed, and explores how we
can arrive at a true cost-benefit analysis of its future impact. “This state-of-the-art monograph
presents a wide-ranging, multi-perspectival yet coherent overview of research, policy, and practice
of English Medium Instruction around the globe. It gives a thorough, in-depth, and
thought-provoking treatment of an educational phenomenon that is spreading on an unprecedented
scale.” Guangwei Hu, National Institute of Education, Singapore Additional online resources are
available at www.oup.com/elt/teacher/emi Ernesto Macaro is Professor of Applied Linguistics at the
University of Oxford and is the founding Director of the Centre for Research and Development on
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English Medium Instruction at the university. Oxford Applied Linguistics Series Advisers: Anne
Burns and Diane Larsen-Freeman

medium of instruction meaning: English-Medium Instruction and Translanguaging BethAnne
Paulsrud, Zhongfeng Tian, Jeanette Toth, 2021-01-20 This book offers a critical exploration of
definitions, methodologies and ideologies of English-medium instruction (EMI), contributing to new
understandings of translanguaging as theory and pedagogy across diverse contexts. It brings
together a number of conceptual and empirical studies on translanguaging in EMI at different
educational levels, in a variety of countries, with different approaches to translanguaging, different
named languages, and different policies. These studies include several underrepresented contexts
across the globe, providing a broad view of how translanguaging in EMI is understood in these
educational settings. Furthermore, this book addresses the complexities of translanguaging through
a discussion of the affordances and constraints associated with the use of multiple linguistic
resources in the EMI classroom.

medium of instruction meaning: Dictionary of Sociolinguistics Joan Swann, 2019-08-07
Provides a broad coverage of sociolinguistics, including macro- and micro-sociolinguistics and a
range of approaches within variationist, interactional, critical and applied traditions. In explaining
sociolinguistic terminology, the dictionary is able to map out the traditions and approaches that
comprise sociolinguistics and will thus help readers find their way around this fascinating but
complex subject.

medium of instruction meaning: Designing Learning with Multimodality in English
Medium of Education (EME) Classrooms Across Asia Fei Victor Lim, Jack Pun, 2025-06-12 This
book provides evidence-based and pedagogically-focused analyses of a variety of multimodal
resources to scaffold learning in contexts of English-Medium Education (EME) in Asia. The
contributing authors are active researchers in the field of EME and multimodality across the
primary, secondary and tertiary levels, from Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Singapore, South Korea,
Taiwan and Thailand. They explore both the latest theoretical conceptions on the design of EME, by
harnessing the affordances of multimodality, as well as practical applications of multimodal
pedagogies for the teaching and learning of specific subjects, particularly STEM subjects. They
provide examples of EME lessons with annotated notes to showcase good practice.

medium of instruction meaning: English-Medium Instruction Pedagogies in Multilingual
Universities in Asia Fan Fang, Pramod K. Sah, 2023-07-25 This collection brings together
perspectives from emerging and established scholars, working from empirical data from real-life
classroom experiences, to investigate pedagogical issues in the application of EMI across a range of
educational contexts in Asia. Drawing on research across different levels of education covering
institutions across various contexts across Asia, the book engages in key questions around power,
marginalization, attitudes, intercultural communication, and identity construction as they unfold in
classrooms in which a plurality of languages and varieties of English collide and are mediated,
appropriated, and accommodated. The volume explores the pedagogical challenges, policies, and
practices of EMI which emerge in these settings, highlighting real-life problems in EMI program
development and the wider pedagogical implications for EMI implementation in varied educational
environments. Taken together, the chapters offer opportunities for further research toward
challenging traditionally held beliefs and blind implementation of EMI and encouraging critical
perspectives from both researchers and policymakers alike. Pedagogies of English-Medium
Instruction Programs in Asian Universities will be of interest to scholars and practitioners in
English-medium instruction, English language teaching, TESOL, and applied linguistics.

medium of instruction meaning: Assessing English-medium instruction in German
grammar schools Karina Gentgen, 2012-06-01 Bachelor Thesis from the year 2010 in the subject
English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1.0, Justus-Liebig-University Giessen
(Language, Literature and Culture), language: English, abstract: English is everywhere. Not only is
it the language of science, the internet and advertisement, for instance, but it is the lingua franca
that allows communication all over the world. Thanks to globalization, the increasing importance of



the media, the changing lifestyles of the younger generations as well as the coalescing Europe, we
cannot evade its impact. Not unnaturally, the English language has always been and still is a vital
part of the German educational system with a tendency to expand its influence throughout the next
years. Ever since it has been introduced as a foreign language to German schools, new concepts and
methods to improve foreign language teaching have evolved. Bilingual education is one of those
concepts. Being used in many countries and educational contexts to enhance second language
learning, it has also found its way into German school types. As a method of instruction that involves
a higher number of classes held in English per week and, additionally, other subjects being taught to
a greater extent in that foreign language than in traditional educational programs, it was
introduced, developed and often criticized. Due to its success, the demand for this more intense form
of second language learning has increased and more researchers have investigated the outcomes of
bilingual education. Is such a program beneficial to children or does it have negative consequences
on their overall performance at school? Would a higher number of English classes per week be
sufficient or do other subjects have to be taught in English and, above all, what subjects should that
be without risking the students to have problems understanding their content? And finally, do
students in bilingual programs have a higher language competence than students in comparable
traditional English programs? These are all questions that are connected to the research on bilingual
programs and what factors contribute to their success or what points to their weaknesses. The last
of the three questions emphasizes the aspect of bilingual education that will be the focus of this
bachelor's thesis, namely language competence. Due to the fact that an assessment of the actual
language competence could not be conducted in the given time period, the center of this
investigation will be the subjective point of view of teachers and students, thus a self-assessment
based on the categories of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. [...]

medium of instruction meaning: An Architectural Approach to Instructional Design Andrew
S. Gibbons, 2013-10-30 Winner of the 2014 AECT Design & Development Outstanding Book Award
An Architectural Approach to Instructional Design is organized around a groundbreaking new way of
conceptualizing instructional design practice. Both practical and theoretically sound, this approach
is drawn from current international trends in architectural, digital, and industrial design, and
focuses on the structural and functional properties of the artifact being designed rather than the
processes used to design it. Harmonious with existing systematic design models, the architectural
approach expands the scope of design discourse by introducing new depth into the conversation and
merging current knowledge with proven systematic techniques. An architectural approach is the
natural result of increasing technological complexity and escalating user expectations. As the
complexity of design problems increases, specialties evolve their own design languages, theories,
processes, tools, literature, organizations, and standards. An Architectural Approach to Instructional
Design describes the implications for theory and practice, providing a powerful and commercially
relevant introduction for all students of instructional design.

medium of instruction meaning: Research Methods in Language and Education Nancy H.
Hornberger, David Corson, 1997 This volume seeks to enable language and education practitioners
and researchers to get a sense of the range of issues being pursued in language and education
research and the array of methods employed to do so. It focuses on language and education in
relation to society, variation, culture, and interaction. Its unity of purpose and outlook with regard to
the central role of language as both vehicle and mediator of educational processes and to the need
for continued and deepening research into the limits and possibilities that implies is most
impressive.

medium of instruction meaning: English Medium Instruction in Higher Education Fouzia
Rouaghe, Nadia Idri, Tarek Assassi, 2025-09-26 This book provides a thorough analysis of the
implementation of English as a Medium of Instruction (EMI) in Higher Education (HE) institutions in
the North African region. It examines the challenges and opportunities associated with EMI in
Maghreb and Mashreq countries considering factors like language proficiency, teaching methods,
and the attitudes of both students and teachers towards using English as a medium of instruction.



The book also explores the historical, cultural, and linguistic contexts that have influenced language
ideologies in these countries and their impact on the adoption of EMI policies. It raises questions
about the role and status of particular languages and how these impact the reception and
implementation of EMI in various contexts. This book contributes to understanding language policy
and planning, providing valuable insights for academics, educators, policymakers, and scholars with
an interest in the region. It is also useful for academics, teachers and policymakers worldwide.

medium of instruction meaning: English Medium Instruction in South Korea Jiye Hong,
Helen Basturkmen, 2024-07-16 Adding to the growing body of research on English Medium
Instruction (EMI), this book focuses on the language support systems currently used by EMI
mathematics and social science schoolteachers and university lecturers in South Korea. While EMI is
an instructional field, there is a gap in the knowledge of how teachers and lecturers integrate
English language-specific practices within their curriculum. Drawing on findings from an
observational and interview-based case study at secondary and tertiary levels in South Korea, the
research outlines differing planned teaching practices and illustrates EMI classroom interaction,
language-related episodes (LREs) in this interaction, and vocabulary materials developed by EMI
teachers and lecturers. Hong and Basturkmen discuss how they assessed the students’ learning from
LREs in classroom interaction and the results from these findings, which illustrate practical advice
and guidelines for integrating a focus on language into the discipline of teaching. The volume also
offers several application tasks, including two reflection-on-practice projects, which the reader can
try out by using the procedures developed in the case study. This is the first major book-length
examination of EMI in the South Korean context and presents a useful resource for EMI teachers,
lecturers, and educators - in South Korea and globally - who are looking to develop their
methodology for language, including practical suggestions about how to seamlessly incorporate the
learning of disciplinary vocabulary and forms of expression using EMI. The Open Access version of
this book, available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.

medium of instruction meaning: English Medium Instruction in Secondary Education
Jack Pun, 2024-04-19 Jack Pun presents best practices in pedagogy and teaching to facilitate
effective content-subject learning at the secondary school level. Increasingly, parents are sending
their children to English Medium Instruction (EMI) secondary schools in their home countries, to
prepare them for full immersion in EMI in English native-speaking countries. The book explores the
teaching and learning processes in EMI senior secondary science classrooms based in thirty
secondary schools in Hong Kong. Conducting analyses of classroom, teacher and student perception
data, the author discusses the issues of teaching science through the medium of English in
secondary schools, the implications and applications for professional development of science
teachers and other content-subject teachers, and suggests strategies for teaching science in
different EMI contexts. This volume is highly relevant to scholars in the field of educational
linguistics, particularly in English language teaching, content-based instruction, content and
language integrated learning, and English as a medium of instruction. It is also useful to education
policymakers, school teachers, research students, English and education majors.

medium of instruction meaning: Rethinking EMI Lily -Wen Su, Hintat Cheung, Jessica R. W.
Wu, 2021-06-10 Due to the competitive edge it confers on students, educational institutions, and
non-English speaking nations in a globalized economy, English as a medium of instruction (EMI) has
been gaining popularity in tertiary education in non-native English-speaking (NNES) countries.
Institute-wide EMI implementation has often been imposed by top-down decisions, in combination
with the optimistic view that the horse should always be placed before the cart. However, emerging
evidence suggests that the delivery of such programs to NNES students has led to new pedagogical
challenges and learning problems that go beyond the scope of language learning and teaching and
deserve immediate attention. For example, how would an instructor respond to situations in which
students’ learning of content is compromised by their limited language proficiency? This book draws
on the current practice of EMI in diverse disciplines and university settings and examines how these



new pedagogical and learning issues can be addressed. The discussion also involves a reflection on
the essence of EMI in relation to the use of the first language (L1) as the medium of instruction in
tertiary education. In addition, the book includes discussion about how to ensure and maintain the
quality of EMI programs and assess the readiness of stakeholders for such programs, which include
administrators, teachers, and students. The discussion is led by exemplars in Hong Kong and
Taiwan, where the majority of students are native Chinese speakers, in the hope of developing
critical perspectives and practical guidelines as references for EMI in other NNES settings. “The
Open Access version of this book, available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/ISBN, has been
made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license.

medium of instruction meaning: New Approaches to the Investigation of Language Teaching
and Literature Garcés-Manzanera, Aitor, Carrillo Garcia, Maria Encarnacion, 2023-04-11 In the last
two decades, the field of language and literature teaching has experienced considerable growth as a
result of the wide array of new methodological avenues that have arisen from different angles. This
paradigm shift has paved the way for the integration of newly conceived didactic resources such as
the mediation of social networks for learning language or the interdisciplinarity of culturally
mediated language education. It is crucial to understand this shift in order to ensure students
receive the best education possible. New Approaches to the Investigation of Language Teaching and
Literature presents an overview of the ongoing methodological tools, practices, research designs,
and strategies used in language and literature teaching and provides education researchers and
practitioners with empirically sustained evidence of teaching strategies that may be implemented in
language education. Covering key topics such as language skills, adult learners, digital literacy, and
learning aids, this reference work is ideal for researchers, scholars, academicians, practitioners,
educators, and students.

medium of instruction meaning: Input in English-Medium Instruction Francesca Costa,
Cristina Mariotti, 2023-03-07 This edited book investigates the input provided by lecturers in
English-Medium Instruction (EMI) to reveal the characteristics of both written and oral inputs in
EMI settings and their pedagogical implications. The book works on two assumptions: firstly, that
field exposure to input is the prime mover of the teaching-learning process and secondly, that its
quality is fundamental for the development of discipline-specific knowledge with particular reference
to university settings. The volume is timely as it contains original research addressing both
theoretical reflections and practical information on how content lecturers can enhance the
effectiveness of their teaching practice through English including a relatively unexplored and
increasingly relevant topic represented by the synergy between spoken input and written and
multimodal materials. Moreover, it provides insight for EAP teachers and EMI training professionals
into how lecturer training programmes and activities can be improved by focusing on communicative
functions and presentation strategies that can selectively address and improve students’ mastery of
disciplinary discourse.

medium of instruction meaning: The Routledge Handbook of English-Medium
Instruction in Higher Education Kingsley Bolton, Werner Botha, Benedict Lin, 2024-03-21 This
Handbook discusses the theoretical and disciplinary background to the study of English-medium
instruction (EMI) in higher education worldwide. It highlights issues relating to EMI pedagogy,
varying motivations for EMI education, and the delivery of EMI in diverse contexts across the world.
The spread of English as a teaching medium and the lingua franca of the academic world has been
the subject of various debates in recent years on the perceived hegemony of the English language
and the ‘domain loss’ of non-English languages in academic communication. Encompassing a wide
range of contributions to the field of EMI, the chapters of this Handbook are arranged in four
distinct parts: Part I provides an overview of English-medium instruction in higher education
worldwide; Part II focusses on EMI in Europe; Part III on EMI in the Middle East, North Africa, and
Sub-Saharan Africa; and Part IV on EMI in the Asian region. The overall scope and level of expertise
of this Handbook provides an unrivalled overview of this field of education. It serves as an essential
reference for many courses dealing with applied linguistics, English language education,



multilingualism, sociolinguistics, and related subjects at many levels of education, including
Master’s and PhD-level studies. This Handbook serves as a valuable edition for university libraries
across the world and an essential read for many faculty, undergraduate and postgraduate students,
educators, and policymakers.

medium of instruction meaning: Teaching and Learning in English Medium Instruction
Jack C. Richards, Jack Pun, 2022-03-02 Teaching and Learning in English Medium Instruction
provides an overview of the nature of English Medium Instruction (EMI) in both secondary and
tertiary education. The book explores the nature of academic literacy in EMI the ways in which EMI
is implemented in different contexts issues related to teaching and learning through the medium of
English teaching challenges and coping strategies used by EMI teachers support for EMI through
EAP the professional development needs of EMI teachers approaches to the evaluation of EMI
programs. The book contains a number of short chapters written in an accessible style with
discussion questions and practical follow-up tasks. Throughout the book, key theory and research
serve to introduce the core issues involved in EMI, which are then explored in terms of implications
for practice. The book can be used in workshops and courses and for groups that include EMI
teachers of content subjects, EAP teachers, TESOL students, and teachers and education officials
involved with the implementation of EMI in different contexts. With the expansion of EMI worldwide
in recent years the book seeks to introduce EMI to a new generation of EMI teachers and language
teaching professionals.

medium of instruction meaning: Language Issues in English Medium Instruction Amy
Bik May Tsui, Ernesto Macaro, 2024-12-09 Tsui and Macaro's volume addresses a central issue in
English Medium Instruction (EMI) and draws on research and practice from both content teachers
and language specialists. It covers a range of academic disciplines and contains contributions by
internationally recognized researchers and practitioners in EMI, as well as covering both the
theoretical orientations and pedagogical practices of EMI. The chapters provide an in-depth account
of how language needs to be integrated into the various academic subjects being taught through the
medium of English in higher education in non-anglophone countries. Its contributors are either
second language specialists or teachers directly responsible for teaching in the different disciplines.
The book calls for much greater collaboration between these actors and for a sense of shared
responsibility for ensuring that English Medium Instruction, a phenomenon that is now established
worldwide, is successful for all students. It will be of interest to students, researchers and teachers
of English Medium Instruction in both secondary and higher education.

medium of instruction meaning: Teacher Training for English-Medium Instruction in
Higher Education Sanchez-Pérez, Maria del Mar, 2020-02-07 English-medium instruction (EMI)
has become a pervasive teaching model in recent higher education. The implementation of EMI
programs requires changes in university teaching methods since most lecturers need to adapt their
contents and the way they teach them to successfully work in foreign language environments. The
rapid proliferation of such programs has resulted in concern among teaching staff, who have felt
pushed towards teaching their subject content through a non-native language with little or no
previous training. As a result, many recent studies have highlighted the importance and urgency to
train teaching staff in terms of language proficiency and the appropriate teaching methods,
techniques, and strategies to be applied in EMI lessons. Teacher Training for English-Medium
Instruction in Higher Education is an academic research publication that provides comprehensive
research on effective approaches and experiences in teacher training for EMI at universities both in
terms of language skills and teaching methodologies and that analyzes the design and development
of comprehensive teacher training programs that successfully engage these EMI programs. It has
profound implications for the development of the international profile of higher education
institutions as it provides information on how to train highly-qualified lecturers to successfully teach
students from different nationalities. Featuring a wide range of topics such as assessment,
curriculum design, and learning styles, this book is ideal for pre- and in-service teachers, language
specialists, content specialists, administrators, deans, higher education faculty, researchers,



practitioners, curriculum designers, policymakers, academicians, and students.

medium of instruction meaning: Qualitative Research Methods in English Medium
Instruction for Emerging Researchers Samantha M. Curle, Jack K. H. Pun, 2023-06-20 This timely
book will guide researchers on how to apply qualitative research methods to explore
English-medium instruction (EMI) issues, such as classroom interactions, teachers’ and students’
perceptions on language and pedagogical challenges, and stakeholders’ views on the implementation
of EMI. Each chapter focuses on a specific type of qualitative research methodology, beginning with
an overview of the research and the method used, before presenting a unique case study. Chapters
will also identify the process that EMI researchers went through to conduct their research, the key
dilemmas they faced, and focus particularly on the methodological issues they encountered. By
exploring these issues and providing up-to-date insights in contexts across the globe, this book
informs theory or the lack thereof, underlying research into the phenomenon of EMI. This text will
be indispensable for researchers who want to learn and acquire skills in conducting qualitative
research in EMI, as well as undergraduate and postgraduate students reading in the fields of applied
linguistics and language education.

medium of instruction meaning: The Secret Life of English-Medium Instruction in Higher
Education David Block, Sarah Khan, 2020-11-26 This volume explores the inner-workings of
English-medium instruction (EMI) in higher education (HE) at two universities. After an introductory
chapter that sets the scene and provides an essential background, there are four empirically based
chapters that draw on data collected from a range of sources at two universities in Catalonia. This
includes interviews, audio/video recordings of classes, audio logs produced by both lecturers and
students, policy documents, students’ written work, and student presentation evaluation rubrics.
These chapters examine the following issues: (1) the choice of either English or Catalan as the
medium of instruction by students and lecturers; (2) how students display ambivalence towards EMI,
as well as a general lack of enthusiasm towards and an ironic distance from 'doing education’; (3)
how students resist EMI by contravening its English monolingual norm, using their L1s in the
classroom; and finally, (4) how EMI lecturers on occasion act as English language teachers despite
their continued claims to the contrary. The book ends with a concluding chapter that draws all of the
strands together around key themes. This book is written for scholars interested in issues
surrounding EMI in HE in general, as well as those EMI in HE practitioners who have adopted a
reflective approach to their professional practice and wish to know more about the ins and outs of
EMI in HE from multiple perspectives. It is a useful resource for MA and PhD students on applied
linguistics programmes in which the roles and uses of English in HE worldwide are deemed to be
important and worthy of attention. Additionally, this will be relevant to courses or modules focusing
on language policy, as well as curriculum issues more broadly and language teaching practice more
specifically.
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