
medicine creek sra ne

medicine creek sra ne is a scenic state recreation area located in southeastern Nebraska, known for its tranquil
environment and abundance of outdoor activities. This natural area offers visitors a unique opportunity to
engage in fishing, boating, hiking, and wildlife observation. Medicine Creek SRA NE is particularly popular among
anglers due to its well-stocked waters and serene fishing spots. The park's lush landscapes and diverse
ecosystems provide a peaceful retreat from urban life, making it an ideal destination for nature enthusiasts and
families alike. This article will explore the various features of Medicine Creek SRA NE, including its location,
recreational activities, facilities, and tips for visitors. Below is a table of contents outlining the main topics
covered.
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Overview and Location of Medicine Creek SRA NE

Medicine Creek State Recreation Area (SRA) is situated in southeastern Nebraska, near the town of Fairbury in
Jefferson County. This state park is centered around Medicine Creek Reservoir, a man-made lake created to
provide flood control, water supply, and recreational opportunities. The area covers approximately 1,450
acres, including the reservoir and surrounding woodlands. Medicine Creek SRA NE is easily accessible via local
highways and offers a serene setting for outdoor activities. The park is managed by the Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission, ensuring well-maintained facilities and conservation of natural resources.

Geographical Features

The park's primary feature is Medicine Creek Reservoir, which spans about 740 acres of water surface. The
reservoir is surrounded by rolling hills, prairie grasslands, and wooded areas, creating a diverse landscape.
This variety of habitats supports a wide range of flora and fauna, making the SRA an attractive destination
for ecotourism. The reservoir's calm waters are ideal for fishing, boating, and other water sports, while the
trails and open spaces invite hiking and wildlife watching.

Recreational Activities Available

Medicine Creek SRA NE offers a plethora of recreational opportunities that cater to visitors of all ages and
interests. The combination of water and land-based activities makes it a versatile destination for outdoor
enthusiasts.

Fishing

Fishing at Medicine Creek Reservoir is one of the most popular activities. The reservoir is well-stocked with a
variety of fish species, including channel catfish, largemouth bass, crappie, bluegill, and walleye. Anglers can



fish from the shoreline, designated fishing piers, or boats. The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission regularly
manages fish populations to maintain a healthy and sustainable fishery.

Boating and Water Sports

Boating is permitted on Medicine Creek Reservoir, with facilities such as boat ramps available for visitor use.
Non-motorized boats like kayaks and canoes are common, but motorboats are also allowed with certain
restrictions to preserve the tranquility and safety of the lake. Water sports enthusiasts can enjoy activities
such as water skiing and tubing during warmer months.

Hiking and Wildlife Viewing

The SRA features several trails for hiking and nature walks. These trails wind through woodlands and along
the reservoir’s edge, providing excellent opportunities for birdwatching and spotting local wildlife. The diverse
habitats support species such as white-tailed deer, wild turkeys, waterfowl, and various songbirds.

Facilities and Amenities

Medicine Creek SRA NE is equipped with facilities designed to enhance visitor comfort and convenience while
maintaining the natural environment.

Camping Facilities

The recreation area offers both modern and primitive camping options. Campgrounds include electrical hookups,
water access, picnic tables, fire rings, and restroom facilities. For visitors seeking a more rustic experience,
primitive campsites are available in secluded areas of the park. Reservations are recommended during peak
seasons.

Picnic Areas and Shelters

Numerous picnic areas are scattered throughout the park, featuring tables and grills. Several shelters are
available for group gatherings, family outings, and special events. These facilities provide shaded spots for
relaxation and meals amidst nature.

Boat Ramps and Docks

To facilitate boating activities, Medicine Creek SRA NE maintains boat ramps and docks. These amenities enable
easy access to the reservoir and support fishing and water recreation. Safety guidelines and regulations are
posted to ensure responsible use of watercraft.

Wildlife and Natural Environment

The natural environment of Medicine Creek SRA NE is characterized by diverse ecosystems that support rich
biodiversity. Conservation efforts by park management help preserve these habitats for future generations.



Flora

The park’s vegetation includes native prairie grasses, oak-hickory woodlands, and wetland plants near the
reservoir shorelines. These plant communities provide food and shelter for wildlife and contribute to the area’s
scenic beauty. Seasonal wildflowers add vibrant colors during spring and summer months.

Fauna

Wildlife species frequently observed at Medicine Creek SRA NE include white-tailed deer, coyotes, raccoons,
and various small mammals. The reservoir attracts numerous waterfowl such as ducks, geese, and herons.
Birdwatchers may also spot species like red-tailed hawks, eastern bluebirds, and woodpeckers. The park’s
diverse habitats make it an important refuge for wildlife in the region.

Visitor Tips and Regulations

To ensure a safe and enjoyable experience, visitors to Medicine Creek SRA NE should be aware of certain tips and
regulations governing park use.

Park Rules and Safety

Visitors must follow posted rules, including speed limits, fishing regulations, and boating safety guidelines.
Alcohol consumption is regulated, and pets must be kept on leashes. Fire safety is critical, especially in dry
seasons, so campfires are allowed only in designated areas. The park encourages Leave No Trace principles to
preserve its natural state.

Best Times to Visit

The most favorable time to visit Medicine Creek SRA NE is during late spring through early fall when weather
conditions support outdoor recreation. Summer months are popular for fishing, boating, and camping, while fall
offers beautiful foliage and comfortable hiking weather. Winter visits can be quieter, with opportunities for
wildlife tracking and photography.

Essential Packing List

Fishing gear and appropriate licenses

Waterproof clothing and sun protection

Camping equipment if staying overnight

Binoculars for birdwatching

Safety items such as first aid kit and insect repellent

Trash bags to carry out all waste



Frequently Asked Questions

What is Medicine Creek SRA NE?

Medicine Creek State Recreation Area (SRA) in Nebraska is a popular outdoor destination offering camping,
fishing, boating, and hiking opportunities.

Where is Medicine Creek SRA located in Nebraska?

Medicine Creek SRA is located near the town of Cambridge in Furnas County, in south-central Nebraska.

What recreational activities are available at Medicine Creek SRA NE?

Visitors can enjoy fishing, boating, swimming, hiking, picnicking, and camping at Medicine Creek SRA.

Are there camping facilities at Medicine Creek SRA NE?

Yes, Medicine Creek SRA offers both modern and primitive camping sites with amenities such as electric hookups
and restrooms.

What types of fish can be caught in Medicine Creek Lake at the SRA?

Common fish species include largemouth bass, catfish, crappie, walleye, and bluegill.

Is boating allowed at Medicine Creek SRA NE?

Yes, boating is permitted, and there is a boat ramp available for public use.

What is the best time of year to visit Medicine Creek SRA NE?

Late spring through early fall is ideal for visiting, as the weather is favorable for outdoor activities.

Are pets allowed at Medicine Creek SRA NE?

Pets are allowed but must be kept on a leash and under control at all times.

How can I make a camping reservation at Medicine Creek SRA NE?

Reservations can be made online through the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission website or by calling their
reservation line.

Additional Resources
1. Medicine Creek SRA NE: A Naturalist’s Guide
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the Medicine Creek State Recreation Area in Nebraska. It covers the
diverse flora and fauna found in the region, providing nature enthusiasts with tips on wildlife observation and
plant identification. Beautiful photographs accompany detailed descriptions of the area's ecosystems and
seasonal changes.

2. History and Heritage of Medicine Creek SRA NE
Delve into the rich history surrounding Medicine Creek State Recreation Area, from its Native American roots
to its establishment as a recreational space. The book includes stories of early settlers, indigenous cultures,



and the development of the park facilities. It also highlights significant historical landmarks and
archaeological findings in the area.

3. Fishing and Boating at Medicine Creek SRA NE
A comprehensive guide for anglers and boaters visiting Medicine Creek State Recreation Area. This book provides
information on the best fishing spots, species available, and seasonal tips for successful catches. It also
covers boating regulations, safety guidelines, and recommended equipment for an enjoyable experience on the
water.

4. Wildlife Watching in Medicine Creek SRA NE
Focused on the diverse wildlife inhabiting the Medicine Creek area, this book helps readers identify birds, mammals,
reptiles, and amphibians commonly seen in the park. It discusses their habits, habitats, and the best times and
locations for observation. The book is ideal for birdwatchers and wildlife photographers seeking to connect
with nature.

5. Camping Adventures in Medicine Creek State Recreation Area
This guidebook provides practical advice and detailed information on camping facilities within Medicine Creek
SRA NE. It covers campground layouts, amenities, reservation tips, and campfire regulations. Additionally, it
includes suggested hiking trails and activities to make the most of an outdoor stay.

6. Flora of Medicine Creek SRA NE: A Field Guide
A detailed field guide focusing on the plant species found in Medicine Creek State Recreation Area. It includes
descriptions of native trees, wildflowers, grasses, and shrubs, along with identification tips and ecological
significance. The book is an essential resource for botanists, hikers, and anyone interested in the local
vegetation.

7. Geology and Landscape of Medicine Creek SRA NE
Explore the geological features that shape Medicine Creek State Recreation Area, including rock formations,
soil types, and the history of the land’s formation. This book explains how natural forces like water and wind
have influenced the area’s landscape over millennia. It is perfect for geology enthusiasts and outdoor learners.

8. Outdoor Photography at Medicine Creek SRA NE
This book offers techniques and inspiration for capturing the scenic beauty of Medicine Creek State Recreation
Area through photography. It covers best lighting conditions, composition tips, and equipment recommendations
specific to the park’s environment. Photographers of all skill levels will find valuable advice for nature
shoots.

9. Seasonal Activities and Events at Medicine Creek SRA NE
A guide to the various seasonal recreational opportunities and special events hosted at Medicine Creek State
Recreation Area. From spring bird migrations to winter snowshoeing, the book highlights activities suitable for
families, hikers, and outdoor sports enthusiasts. It also includes information on local festivals and
educational programs.
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sandpipers, geese, ducks, gulls, and shorebirds of many types. Upland species also abound there as
well. The region's most eminent ornithologist provides birding and travel information for casual
tourists and hard-core enthusiasts: locations, seasons, events, routes, accommodations, contacts,
etc. A complete species list is also included. This birders' guide is as essential as your boots and
binoculars.
  medicine creek sra ne: A Nebraska Bird-Finding Guide Paul Johnsgard, 2011-04-27
Nebraska lies in the transition zone between North American eastern and western avifaunas and is
home to more than 200 breeding and 150 migrant species. This definitive guide to Nebraska
birdwatching by the state's preeminent ornithologist includes a county-by-county rundown of the
best sites, a calendar of migrations, an annotated checklist of regularly occurring Nebraska birds,
and recommendations for optical equipment, publications and reference materials, and contact
information for conservation and ornithological groups. It features 48 maps as well as photographs
and drawings by the author. Paul Johnsgard, Foundation Professor Emeritus of Biological Sciences
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, is the author of more than 50 books and 150 articles on birds
and other wildlife.--Page 4 of cover
  medicine creek sra ne: Parks Directory of the United States Darren L. Smith, 2007
Omnigraphics' Parks Directory of the United States is a guide to our national and state park
systems, national forests and grasslands, national wildlife refuges, national trails, national scenic
byways, national heritage areas and national marine sanctuaries, covering all 50 states and U.S.
Territories. It provides more than 5,270 listings. For each site included, the Parks Directory offers
details on location, size, facilities, activities, and special features, as well as addresses, phone
numbers, fax numbers, and web sites. This edition also includes 56 maps.--BOOK JACKET.
  medicine creek sra ne: The Double Eagle Guide to Western State Parks Thomas Preston,
1997
  medicine creek sra ne: The Columbia Gazetteer of the World: A to G Saul Bernard Cohen,
2008 A geographical encyclopedia of world place names contains alphabetized entries with detailed
statistics on location, name pronunciation, topography, history, and economic and cultural points of
interest.
  medicine creek sra ne: Field and Stream , 1983
  medicine creek sra ne: Prairie Directory of North America Charlotte Adelman, Bernard
Schwartz, 2013-07-18 The second edition of Prairie Directory of North America is a comprehensive
guide to locating North American public prairies, grasslands, and savannas.
  medicine creek sra ne: The Nebraska Bird Review , 1996
  medicine creek sra ne: Nebraskaland , 2014
  medicine creek sra ne: Great Plains 2001 , 2001 The Mobil Travel Guides 2001 are the
perfect travel planners no matter where in America you want to go. Revised and updated, these
comprehensive titles are exhaustively researched to provide travelers with reliable advice on finding
good values, quality service, and the distinctive attractions that give a destination its character. each
book.
  medicine creek sra ne: The Nebraskaland Magazine Book of Collector Prints , 1980
  medicine creek sra ne: Mobil Travel Guide Great Plains 2005 Mobil Travel Guide, 2005 The
Mobil Travel Guide star ratings are a 45-year-old consumer advocacy concept originally developed
following the introduction of the interstate highway system. The goal of the Guide is not to identify
and rate every property in the country, but to recommend only the best in each category, ones that
we would send our customers to. We look at the stars from a consumer's point of view, rating
lodgings and restaurants across North America from the perspective of the average traveler.The
Guides feature new enhanced descriptions for 2004. Listings include lodgings, restaurants,
attractions, and events in established travel destinations, as well as cities and towns on the way to
established travel destinations. Our new easy-to-use format makes the Guides even more
indispensable to travelers. Each regional guide is organized alphabetically by state, with
introductory information about the state followed by city listings in alphabetical order. For each city,



the guide lists sites and attractions, lodgings, and then restaurants. One of the features that sets the
Mobil Travel Guide apart from its competitors is its proprietary Mobil star rating system. Forty-five
plus years of publishing experience and the oldest non-biased rating system in North America make
the Mobil Travel Guide series a must-have for travelers wanting up-to-date ratings of hotels and
restaurants.
  medicine creek sra ne: Allstate Motor Club RV Park & Campground Directory , 1990
  medicine creek sra ne: Campground & Trailer Park Directory , 1987
  medicine creek sra ne: Woodall's ... North America Campground Directory , 2009
  medicine creek sra ne: Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests (N.F.), Willow Creek Pass
Fuel Reduction Project , 2010
  medicine creek sra ne: The Graphic atlas and gazetteer of the world, ed. by J.G. Bartholomew
World, 1894
  medicine creek sra ne: Mobil Travel Guide Mobil Travel Guide, 2003-11 This planner is
organized alphabetically by state, with introductory information about the state followed by city
listings in alphabetical order. For each city, the planner lists recommended sites and attractions and
Mobil One- to Five-Star rated lodgings and restaurants.
  medicine creek sra ne: Camp the U. S. for Five Dollars Or Less Mary Helen Smith, Shuford
Smith, 1994
  medicine creek sra ne: Woodall's Campground Directory , 1996
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