medicine and religion conference

medicine and religion conference represents a unique and significant intersection of disciplines
that explore the profound ways in which spirituality influences health, healing, and medical ethics.
Such conferences provide a platform for scholars, medical professionals, theologians, and ethicists
to engage in dialogue about the historical, cultural, and practical implications of religion in
medicine. Topics often include the role of faith in patient care, ethical dilemmas in medical
treatment, and the integration of spiritual practices in healthcare settings. Attendees gain insights
into how religious beliefs impact medical decisions and how healthcare providers can approach
sensitive spiritual matters with respect and understanding. This article delves into the importance of
medicine and religion conferences, their key themes, notable speakers, and the evolving landscape
of interdisciplinary collaboration. A comprehensive overview of these elements follows in the table of
contents below.
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Significance of Medicine and Religion Conferences

Medicine and religion conferences serve as a critical forum for understanding how spiritual beliefs
and medical science intersect to shape patient care and healthcare delivery. These events highlight
the significance of cultural competence and the need for healthcare professionals to recognize and
respect diverse religious perspectives in clinical settings. By fostering interdisciplinary dialogue, the
conferences promote holistic approaches that consider both physical and spiritual well-being.

Historical Context and Evolution

The relationship between medicine and religion has deep historical roots, dating back to ancient
healing traditions where spiritual rituals were integral to health practices. Over time, the medical
community began to separate empirical science from spiritual considerations, but recent decades
have witnessed a resurgence in acknowledging spirituality's role in health. Medicine and religion
conferences reflect this evolution by bridging gaps and encouraging collaborative research and
education.



Interdisciplinary Collaboration

These conferences bring together experts from various fields including medicine, theology,
psychology, and anthropology. This interdisciplinary collaboration enriches understanding and
fosters innovative approaches to patient care that respect both scientific evidence and spiritual
values. Such collaboration is essential for developing comprehensive health policies that
accommodate diverse patient needs.

Core Themes Explored at the Conference

The agenda of a medicine and religion conference typically encompasses a broad spectrum of
themes, each aimed at unpacking complex issues at the confluence of faith and health.

Spirituality and Patient Care

One primary focus is the exploration of spirituality’s influence on patient outcomes. Presentations
and discussions examine how spiritual beliefs affect coping mechanisms, treatment adherence, and
recovery rates. Emphasis is placed on integrating spiritual assessments into clinical practice.

Ethical Challenges in Healthcare

Ethical dilemmas arise frequently in medicine, especially when religious beliefs conflict with medical
recommendations. The conference addresses topics such as end-of-life decisions, reproductive
health, and organ transplantation, providing frameworks for ethical decision-making that respect
religious values while ensuring patient autonomy and rights.

Religious Diversity and Cultural Competence

Recognizing the variety of religious traditions and their impact on health behaviors is crucial for
effective care. Sessions focus on training healthcare providers to deliver culturally competent care
that honors religious diversity, thereby improving patient trust and satisfaction.

Healing Practices and Complementary Medicine

Many religious traditions incorporate unique healing practices that complement conventional
medicine. The conference explores the efficacy and integration of practices like prayer, meditation,
and ritual healing within modern healthcare systems.

Notable Speakers and Contributors

Medicine and religion conferences feature distinguished speakers who contribute valuable
knowledge and perspectives from their respective fields.



Leading Medical Experts

Renowned physicians and researchers present findings on the interplay between spirituality and
health outcomes, sharing evidence-based practices for incorporating spirituality into patient care.

Theologians and Religious Scholars

Experts in theology provide critical insights into religious doctrines and ethical principles that
influence healthcare decisions, enriching the discourse with nuanced understandings of faith
traditions.

Ethicists and Policy Makers

Bioethicists and healthcare policymakers discuss strategies for balancing religious freedoms with
public health imperatives, shaping guidelines that accommodate religious considerations without
compromising medical standards.

Patient Advocates and Community Leaders

Voices from the patient community and religious organizations highlight real-world challenges and
successes in integrating medicine and spirituality, emphasizing patient-centered care approaches.

Impact on Medical Practice and Healthcare Policy

The outcomes of medicine and religion conferences often translate into meaningful changes in
clinical practice and healthcare policy, promoting more inclusive and respectful care environments.

Enhanced Patient Communication

Healthcare providers gain skills to engage in sensitive conversations about spiritual beliefs,
improving trust and cooperation between patients and medical teams.

Development of Spiritual Care Programs

Hospitals and clinics increasingly adopt spiritual care programs, including chaplaincy services and
spiritual counseling, recognizing their role in holistic healing.

Influence on Healthcare Legislation

Insights from conferences inform legislation that protects religious rights in medical contexts while
ensuring ethical medical standards are upheld.



Training and Education Initiatives

Medical education curricula are evolving to include training on religion and spirituality, preparing
future healthcare professionals to address these dimensions effectively.

Future Directions and Emerging Trends

As the fields of medicine and religion continue to intersect, conferences are adapting to new
challenges and opportunities in healthcare and spiritual care integration.

Technological Innovations in Spiritual Care

Emerging technologies such as telechaplaincy and virtual spiritual support are becoming topics of
interest, expanding access to spiritual care in diverse healthcare settings.

Global Perspectives and Cross-Cultural Research

Future conferences emphasize global health issues, exploring how different cultures integrate
religion and medicine, fostering international collaboration and knowledge exchange.

Focus on Mental Health and Spirituality

The growing recognition of mental health’s importance includes exploring spiritual interventions as
complementary approaches to psychological well-being.

Policy Development for Integrative Medicine

There is increasing advocacy for policies that support integrative medicine, combining conventional
treatments with spiritual and holistic practices for comprehensive care.

Promoting interdisciplinary dialogue

Enhancing cultural competence in healthcare

Addressing ethical challenges sensitively

Integrating spiritual care into medical education

e Adapting to technological advancements in spiritual support



Frequently Asked Questions

What are common themes discussed at a medicine and
religion conference?

Common themes include the ethical implications of medical treatments, the role of spirituality in
healing, cultural competence in healthcare, and the integration of religious beliefs with medical
practices.

How does religion influence patient care in medical settings?

Religion can influence patient care by shaping patients' beliefs about illness, healing, and end-of-life
decisions. Healthcare providers who understand these religious perspectives can offer more
compassionate and personalized care.

Why is it important to have interdisciplinary dialogue between
medicine and religion?

Interdisciplinary dialogue helps bridge the gap between scientific and spiritual approaches to health,
promotes holistic care, improves patient satisfaction, and addresses ethical challenges in healthcare.

What role do religious leaders play in medicine and religion
conferences?

Religious leaders contribute insights on faith-based health practices, ethical considerations from
religious perspectives, and ways to support patients spiritually during medical treatment.

How can attending a medicine and religion conference benefit
healthcare professionals?

Attending such conferences enhances healthcare professionals' understanding of diverse religious
beliefs, improves communication with patients, fosters cultural sensitivity, and informs ethical
decision-making in clinical practice.

Additional Resources

1. Healing Faith: The Intersection of Medicine and Religion

This book explores the historical and contemporary relationship between medical practice and
religious beliefs. It examines how faith influences patient care, ethical decisions, and the healing
process. Through case studies and theological insights, it offers a comprehensive view of the
collaboration and tension between these two fields.

2. Spirituality in Healthcare: Bridging Medicine and Religion
An essential read for healthcare professionals, this book discusses the role spirituality plays in
patient outcomes and wellbeing. It covers various religious traditions and their impact on health



practices. The text promotes integrating spiritual care into modern medicine to provide holistic
treatment.

3. Medicine, Morality, and the Divine: Ethics at the Crossroads

Focusing on the ethical dilemmas faced in medical settings, this book delves into how religious
morals shape medical decisions. It highlights conflicts and convergences between secular medical
ethics and religious doctrines. Readers gain insight into navigating complex healthcare situations
with respect to faith.

4. Faith and Healing: Perspectives from Medicine and Religion

This volume collects essays from scholars and practitioners discussing faith-based healing practices
alongside conventional medicine. It presents comparative analyses of healing rituals, prayer, and
medical interventions. The book encourages dialogue between religious communities and healthcare
providers.

5. The Sacred Body: Religion, Medicine, and the Human Experience

Examining the human body through religious and medical lenses, this book investigates beliefs
about bodily sanctity, illness, and death. It addresses how different faiths understand health and the
body’s role in spiritual life. The text is valuable for those interested in anthropology, theology, and
medicine.

6. Prayer, Medicine, and the Mind: Exploring Spiritual Dimensions of Healing

This book explores the psychological and physiological effects of prayer and spiritual practices on
healing processes. It reviews scientific studies alongside religious perspectives to understand the
mind-body connection. Healthcare providers and chaplains will find practical guidance on
incorporating spirituality into care.

7. Religion and Medicine Conference Proceedings: Innovations and Insights

A comprehensive collection of papers presented at a leading conference on religion and medicine.
Topics include advances in faith-based medical research, ethical challenges, and collaborative care
models. This volume serves as a resource for academics, clinicians, and religious leaders.

8. Divine Intervention: The Role of Religion in Medical Treatment

This book investigates instances where patients attribute recovery to divine intervention and how
this belief affects treatment adherence and outcomes. It discusses the implications for healthcare
providers in respecting spiritual experiences while delivering evidence-based care. The narrative
bridges patient spirituality with clinical practice.

9. Sacred Healing Spaces: Designing Hospitals with Spirituality in Mind

Addressing the physical environment of healthcare, this book explores how hospital design can
incorporate religious and spiritual elements to promote healing. It includes case studies of hospitals
that integrate chapels, meditation rooms, and culturally sensitive spaces. Architects, healthcare
administrators, and chaplains will find innovative ideas for creating supportive healing
environments.
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medicine and religion conference: Religion and Medicine Jeff Levin, 2020-04-15 Though
the current political climate might lead one to suspect that religion and medicine make for
uncomfortable bedfellows, the two institutions have a long history of alliance. From religious healers
and religious hospitals to religiously informed bioethics and research studies on the impact of
religious and spiritual beliefs on physical and mental well-being, religion and medicine have
encountered one another from antiquity through the present day. In Religion and Medicine, Dr. Jeff
Levin outlines this longstanding history and the multifaceted interconnections between these two
institutions, the first book to cover the full breadth of this subject.

medicine and religion conference: Medicine, Religion, and the Body Elizabeth Burns
Coleman, Kevin White, 2010 This book explores the ways in which the body is sacred in Western
medicine, as well as how this idea is played out in questions of life and death, of the autopsy and of
the meanings attributed to illnesses and disease. Ritual and religious modifications to, and
limitations on what may be done to the body raise cross cultural issues of great complexity
philosophically and theologically, as well as sociologically - within medicine and for health care
practitioners, but also, as a matter of primary concern for the patient. The book explores the ways in
which medicine organises the moral and the immoral, the sacred and the profane; how it mediates
cultural concepts of the sacred of the body, of blood and of life and death.

medicine and religion conference: Medicine, Religion, and Health Harold G Koenig,
2008-09-01 Medicine, Religion, and Health: Where Science and Spirituality Meet will be the first
title published in the new Templeton Science and Religion Series, in which scientists from a wide
range of fields distill their experience and knowledge into brief tours of their respective specialties.
In this, the series' maiden volume, Dr. Harold G. Koenig, provides an overview of the relationship
between health care and religion that manages to be comprehensive yet concise, factual yet
inspirational, and technical yet easily accessible to nonspecialists and general readers. Focusing on
the scientific basis for integrating spirituality into medicine, Koenig carefully summarizes major
trends, controversies, and the latest research from various disciplines and provides plausible and
compelling theoretical explanations for what has thus far emerged in this relatively young field of
study. Medicine, Religion, and Health begins by defining the principal terms and then moves on to a
brief history of religion's role in medicine before delving into the current state of research. Koenig
devotes several chapters to exploring the outcomes of specific studies in fields such as mental
health, cardiovascular disease, and mortality. The book concludes with a review of the clinical
applications derived from the research. Koenig also supplies several detailed appendices to aid
readers of all levels looking for further information. Medicine, Religion, and Health will shed new
light on critical contemporary issues. They will whet readers' appetites for more information on this
fascinating, complex, and controversial area of research, clinical activity, and widespread discussion.
It will find a welcome home on the bookshelves of students, researchers, clinicians, and other health
professionals in a variety of disciplines.

medicine and religion conference: Essential Readings in Medicine and Religion Gary B.
Ferngren, Ekaterina N. Lomperis, 2017-09 Ancient Near East -- Greece -- Rome -- Early Christianity
-- The Middle Ages -- Islam / by M.A. Mujeeb Khan -- The early modern period -- The nineteenth to
the twenty-first centuries

medicine and religion conference: Psychiatry and Religion Dinesh Bhugra, 2018-09-03
Psychiatry and Religion: Context, Consensus and Controversies works to eradicate the distinction
between spiritual and psychological welfare and promote greater understanding of the relationship
between the two. This book brings together chapters from fifteen mental health practitioners and
pastoral workers to explore what their different philosophies have to offer the individuals in their
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care. As well as all the major world religions, the text also provides detailed information about
newer religions and the significance of their belief systems for mental health management. The book
examines the positive and negative effects that strict moral codes and religious rituals can produce
and shows how awareness of these effects is crucial to the treatment of these patients. This classic
edition of Psychiatry and Religion, with a new introduction from Dinesh Bhugra, will continue to
provide an important resource to practicing and training psychiatrists.

medicine and religion conference: Spirituality and Religion Within the Culture of
Medicine Michael J. Balboni, John R. Peteet, 2017 Spirituality and Religion Within the Culture of
Medicine provides a comprehensive evaluation of the relationship between spirituality, religion, and
medicine evaluating current empirical research and academic scholarship. In Part 1, the book
examines the relationship of religion, spirituality, and the practice of medicine by assessing the
strengths and weaknesses of the most recent empirical research of religion/spirituality within twelve
distinct fields of medicine including pediatrics, psychiatry, internal medicine, surgery, palliative
care, and medical ethics. Written by leading clinician researchers in their fields, contributors
provide case examples and highlight best practices when engaging religion/spirituality within
clinical practice. This is the first collection that assesses how the medical context interacts with
patient spirituality recognizing crucial differences between contexts from obstetrics and family
medicine, to nursing, to gerontology and the ICU. Recognizing the interdisciplinary aspects of
spirituality, religion, and health, Part 2 of the book turns to academic scholarship outside the field of
medicine to consider cultural dimensions that form clinical practice. Social-scientific, practical, and
humanity fields include psychology, sociology, anthropology, law, history, philosophy, and theology.
This is the first time in a single volume that readers can reflect on these multi-dimensional, complex
issues with contributions from leading scholars. In Part III, the book concludes with a synthesis,
identifying the best studies in the field of religion and health, ongoing weaknesses in research, and
highlighting what can be confidently believed based on prior studies. The synthesis also considers
relations between the empirical literature on religion and health and the theological and religious
traditions, discussing places of convergence and tension, as well as remainingopen questions for
further reflection and research. This book will provide trainees and clinicians with an introduction to
the field of spirituality, religion, and medicine, and its multi-disciplinary approach will give
researchers and scholars in the field a critical and up-to-date analysis.

medicine and religion conference: Faith, Medicine, and Science Harold G Koenig, Jeff Levin,
2013-10-11 A perfect introduction to the connection between religious faith and physical and mental
health! Faith, Medicine, and Science: A Festschrift in Honor of Dr. David B. Larson is a
comprehensive collection of groundbreaking work from one of the principal figures in the
establishment, expansion, and acceptance of scientific research at the interface of religion,
spirituality, and health. Dr. Jeff Levin and Dr. Harold G. Koenig honor their late colleague with a
retrospective of his writings on the impact of religious faith and identity on physical and mental
health and on a variety of social issues, including criminal behavior, substance abuse, mental illness,
juvenile delinquency, reproductive decisions, marital satisfaction, family functioning, and the quality
of life. The book also features a concise history of the religion and health field, a biography of Dr.
Larson, and tributes, essays, and remembrances from the leading figures in the field. Faith,
Medicine, and Science honors Dr. Larson’s role in raising awareness of the health effects of religious
faith and his vision and efforts in establishing coursework on religion and spirituality within
undergraduate and graduate medical education programs. His body of theoretical and empirical
writings serves as a permanent record of the powerful role played by religion and spirituality, and
his work stands as a lasting contribution to science, medicine, and society. These articles combine
with the book’s supplemental features to provide social and behavioral scientists, medical
researchers, and clinicians with an essential resource for clinical research and education. Topics
examined in Faith, Medicine, and Science include: the religious life of alcoholics religion,
spirituality, and mortality the impact of religion on men’s blood pressure the systematic analysis of
research on religious variables a systematic review of nursing home research religious affiliations in



mental health research samples as compared with national samples the associations between
dimensions of religious commitment and mental health and much more! Faith, Medicine, and
Science: A Festschrift in Honor of Dr. David B. Larson documents the work of one of the most
important writers on the interface of the human spirit and the healing arts. His death in 2002 at the
age of 54 remains a profound loss, but through this book, his pioneering research will continue to
serve as a thorough and accessible introduction to the religion and health field.

medicine and religion conference: Medicine, Religion and Gender in Medieval Culture
Naoé Kukita Yoshikawa, 2015 An exploration of the relations between medical and religious
discourse and practice in medieval culture, focussing on how they are affected by gender.

medicine and religion conference: Disability, Medicine, and Healing Discourse in Early
Christianity Susan R. Holman, Chris L. de Wet, Jonathan L. Zecher, 2023-08-04 Using
contemporary theories drawn from health humanities, this volume analyses the nature and effects of
disability, medicine, and health discourse in a variety of early Christian literature. In recent years,
the medical turn in early Christian studies has developed a robust literature around health,
disability, and medicine, and the health humanities have made critical interventions in modern
conversations around the aims of health and the nature of healthcare. Considering these
developments, it has become clear that early Christian texts and ideas have much to offer modern
conversations, and that these texts are illuminated using theoretical lenses drawn from modern
medicine and public health. The chapters in this book explore different facets of early Christian
engagement with medicine, either in itself or as metaphor and material for theological reflections on
human impairment, restoration, and flourishing. Through its focus on late antique religious texts, the
book raises questions around the social, rather than biological, aspects of illness and diminishment
as a human experience, as well as the strategies by which that experience is navigated. The result is
an innovative and timely intervention in the study of health and healthcare that bridges current
divides between historical studies and contemporary issues. Taken together, the book offers a
prismatic conversation of perspectives on aspects of care at the heart of societal and individual
wellness today, inviting readers to meet or revisit patristic texts as tracings across a map of
embodied identity, dissonance, and corporal care. It is a fascinating resource for anyone working on
ancient medicine and health, or the social worlds of early Christianity.

medicine and religion conference: General Minutes of the Annual Conferences of the
United Methodist Church in the United States, Territories, and Cuba Methodist Church
(U.S.), 1882

medicine and religion conference: Religion and Medical Ethics Allen Verhey, 1996 This
collection of essays looks back at the contributions of theology to medical ethics in the past and sets
an agenda for theological reflection on medical ethics in the future.

medicine and religion conference: Medicine, Religion, and Magic in Early Stuart
England Ofer Hadass, 2018-03-26 The astrologer-physician Richard Napier (1559-1634) was not
only a man of practical science and medicine but also a master of occult arts and a devout parish
rector who purportedly held conversations with angels. This new interpretation of Napier reveals
him to be a coherent and methodical man whose burning desire for certain, true knowledge
contributed to the contemporary venture of putting existing knowledge to useful ends. Originally
trained in theology and ordained as an Anglican priest, Napier later studied astrological medicine
and combined astrology, religious thought, and image and ritual magic in his medical work. Ofer
Hadass draws on a remarkable archive of Napier’s medical cases and religious writings—including
the interviews he claimed to have held with angels—to show how Napier’s seemingly inconsistent
approaches were rooted in an inclusive and coherent worldview, combining equal respect for ancient
authority and for experientially derived knowledge. Napier’s endeavors exemplify the fruitful
relationship between religion and science that offered a well-founded alternative to the rising
mechanistic explanation of nature at the time. Carefully researched and compellingly told, Medicine,
Religion, and Magic in Early Stuart England is an insightful exploration of one of the most
fascinating figures at the intersection of medicine, magic, and theology in early modern England and



of the healing methods employed by physicians of the era.

medicine and religion conference: Minutes of the Annual Conferences of the Methodist
Episcopal Church Methodist Episcopal Church, 1881

medicine and religion conference: Medicine - Religion - Spirituality Dorothea
Luddeckens, Monika Schrimpf, 2018-11-08 In modern societies the functional differentiation of
medicine and religion is the predominant paradigm. Contemporary therapeutic practices and
concepts in healing systems, such as Transpersonal Psychology, Ayurveda, as well as Buddhist and
Anthroposophic medicine, however, are shaped by medical as well as religious or spiritual elements.
This book investigates configurations of the entanglement between medicine, religion, and
spirituality in Europe, Asia, North America, and Africa. How do political and legal conditions affect
these healing systems? How do they relate to religious and scientific discourses? How do therapeutic
practitioners position themselves between medicine and religion, and what is their appeal for
patients?

medicine and religion conference: Medicine, Faith and Politics in Agogo Pascal Schmid, 2018
Medicine, Faith and Politics in Agogo examines the development of health care delivery at a former
mission hospital in Ghana. It reveals the configurations of interests, values, and ideologies that
shaped the development and implementation of health care practices, strategies, and concepts. By
providing an in-depth analysis, the book contributes a particular perspective on the history of health
care delivery in rural Africa and beyond. It addresses topics that are still heavily under-researched.
These include the 'decolonisation’ of health care as well as the development and implementation of
medical concepts for 'developing countries' such as primary health care. Dissertation. (Series: Swiss
African Studies / Schweizerische Afrikastudien / Etudes africaines suisses, Vol. 13) [Subject: African
Studies, History, Religious Studies, Health Care Studies, Sociology]

medicine and religion conference: The American Medical Journal , 1889

medicine and religion conference: International Record of Medicine and General
Practice Clinics Edward Swift Dunster, Frank Pierce Foster, James Bradbridge Hunter, Charles
Eucharist de Medicis Sajous, Gregory Stragnell, Henry J. Klaunberg, Félix Marti-Ibanez, 1920

medicine and religion conference: Ethical Considerations at the Intersection of Psychiatry
and Religion John Peteet, Mary Lynn Dell, Wai Lun Alan Fung, 2018-01-05 This book explores the
ethical dimension of the interface between psychiatry and religion, illustrating core principles with
practical examples in a variety of contexts. These include subspecialties such as child, geriatric,
forensic, inpatient, and community psychiatry, and settings such as ethics committees, religious
organizations, and international conflicts, psychiatric education, and research.

medicine and religion conference: Handbook of Religion and Health Harold G. Koenig,
Michael E. McCullough, David B. Larson, 2001-01-11 What effect does religion have on physical and
mental health? In answering this question, this book reviews and discusses research on the
relationship between religion and a variety of mental and physical health outcomes, including
depression and anxiety; heart disease, stroke, and cancer; and health related behaviors such as
smoking and substance abuse. The authors examine the positive and negative effects of religion on
health throughout the life span, from childhood to old age. Based on their findings, they build
theoretical models illustrating the behavioral, psychological, social, and physiological pathways
through which religion may influence health. The authors also review research on the impact of
religious affiliation, belief, and practice on the use of health services and compliance with medical
treatment. In conclusion, they discuss the clinical relevance of their findings and make
recommendations for future research priorities. Offering the first comprehensive examination of its
topic, this volume is an indispensable resource for research scientists, health professionals, public
policy makers, and anyone interested in the relationship between religion and health.

medicine and religion conference: Religious Traditions, 1978
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Mounjaro: Uses, Dosage, Side Effects & Warnings - Do not stop taking this medicine without
talking to your doctor. For more detailed instructions with diagrams on how to use this medicine,
click here: Instructions for Mounjaro

List of Common Thyroid Drugs + Uses, Types & Side Effects Thyroid drugs (thyroid
hormones) are used to supplement low thyroid levels in people with hypothyroidism, also referred to
as an underactive thyroid. Even though the

List of 88 Migraine Medications Compared - Learn more about Migraine Care guides Acute
Headache Cluster Headache Migraine Headache Migraine Headache in Children Ocular Migraine
Symptoms and treatments Migraine

What is the best blood pressure medication for diabetics? Official answer: There is no single
best medication for high blood pressure in diabetes, but some medications are safer than others for
DDAVP injection Uses, Side Effects & Warnings - Do not give yourself this medicine if you do
not understand how to use the injection and properly dispose of needles, IV tubing, and other items
used. DDAVP is also available as
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