mechanical license for cover song

mechanical license for cover song is a crucial legal requirement for
musicians and artists who wish to record and distribute cover versions of
existing songs. Understanding what a mechanical license entails, how to
obtain it, and the legal implications involved is essential to ensure
compliance with copyright laws. This article provides an in-depth exploration
of the mechanical license process, the rights it covers, and practical steps
for securing a license for cover songs. Additionally, it clarifies common
misconceptions about mechanical licenses and highlights the differences
between mechanical and other types of music licenses. By the end, musicians,
producers, and music business professionals will have a comprehensive
understanding of how mechanical licensing works and why it is indispensable
for legally covering songs.
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What Is a Mechanical License?

A mechanical license is a type of copyright license that grants permission to
reproduce and distribute a copyrighted musical composition in a physical or
digital format. This license covers the reproduction of the song's underlying
composition, including melody and lyrics, rather than the sound recording
itself. Mechanical licenses are essential when recording cover versions of
songs written and owned by other songwriters or music publishers. The term
“mechanical” originated from the era of mechanical piano rolls but has since
expanded to include all forms of audio reproduction.

Scope of a Mechanical License

The mechanical license authorizes the licensee to:

e Make and distribute copies of a musical composition.

e Reproduce the song in formats such as CDs, vinyl, digital downloads, and
streaming services.

e Record cover versions without altering the fundamental melody or lyrics.



However, it does not grant the right to use the original sound recording or
to alter the song’s composition significantly.

Why Is a Mechanical License Needed for Cover
Songs?

When creating a cover song, the artist is using the original songwriter’s
composition, which is protected by copyright law. A mechanical license
ensures that the songwriter receives proper compensation for the use of their

work. Without this license, distributing or selling cover songs would be an
infringement on the songwriter’s exclusive rights.

Legal Protection and Compliance

Obtaining a mechanical license provides legal protection for cover artists
by:

e Preventing copyright infringement claims.
e Allowing lawful reproduction and distribution of cover songs.
e Ensuring that royalties are correctly paid to copyright holders.

It is a mandatory step for anyone planning to monetize or publicly distribute
a cover song.

How to Obtain a Mechanical License for a Cover
Song

Securing a mechanical license involves contacting the rights holders or their
representatives, typically music publishers or licensing agencies. The
process can vary depending on the type of distribution and the country.

Steps to Obtain a Mechanical License

1. Identify the copyright owner or the authorized licensing agent for the
song.

2. Submit a license request specifying the intended use, format, and
distribution method.

3. Negotiate the terms, including royalty rates and payment schedules if
applicable.

4. Receive and sign the mechanical license agreement.
5. Pay any required fees or advance royalties.

6. Distribute the cover song in compliance with the license terms.



In the United States, organizations such as the Harry Fox Agency (HFA)
facilitate mechanical licensing for many publishers, simplifying the process
for cover artists.

Costs and Royalties Associated with Mechanical
Licenses

The cost of a mechanical license generally depends on the number of copies
produced or distributed and the statutory royalty rates set by law. Royalties
are payments made to the copyright holder based on sales or streams of the
cover song.

Understanding Royalty Payments
Key points about mechanical royalties include:
e Royalties are typically calculated per unit sold or streamed.

e The statutory royalty rate in the U.S. is set by the Copyright Royalty
Board and may be adjusted periodically.

e For physical copies, royalties are paid on each copy manufactured and
distributed.

e For digital downloads and streams, royalties are calculated differently
but still require proper licensing.

Failure to pay appropriate royalties can result in legal penalties and the
cessation of distribution rights.

Common Misconceptions About Mechanical Licenses

There are several misunderstandings surrounding mechanical licenses,
particularly among independent artists and new musicians.

Clarifying Misconceptions

e A mechanical license does not cover public performance rights. Separate
licenses are required for public performances such as radio play or live
venues.

e It only covers the composition, not the original sound recording. Using
the original recording requires a separate master use license.

e Mechanical licenses are mandatory for distribution, even for free
releases. Any reproduction and distribution require licensing.

e Obtaining a mechanical license doesn’'t grant permission to alter the
song’s fundamental elements. Significant changes may require additional
permissions.



Differences Between Mechanical Licenses and
Other Music Licenses

Understanding the distinctions among various music licenses is vital for
legal cover song production and distribution.

Types of Music Licenses Relevant to Cover Songs

e Mechanical License: For reproducing and distributing the composition in
recordings.

e Master Use License: For using the original sound recording in a project.

e Public Performance License: Required for performing the song publicly or
broadcasting it.

e Synchronization License: Needed when pairing music with visual media
such as videos or movies.

Each license serves a specific purpose, and cover artists must acquire the
mechanical license to legally record and distribute cover songs.

Legal Implications of Not Having a Mechanical
License

Distributing or selling cover songs without a mechanical license constitutes
copyright infringement and can result in serious legal consequences.

Potential Risks and Penalties

e Cease and desist orders to stop distribution of the infringing work.
e Lawsuits seeking damages and statutory penalties.

e Monetary fines that may exceed the profits earned from the cover song.

Damage to professional reputation and loss of future licensing
opportunities.

Ensuring a mechanical license is in place protects artists and producers from
these risks and supports the rights of original songwriters.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is a mechanical license for a cover song?

A mechanical license is a legal authorization that allows you to reproduce
and distribute a cover version of a copyrighted song, ensuring the original
songwriter receives royalties.

Do I need a mechanical license to release a cover
song on streaming platforms?

Yes, you typically need a mechanical license to legally distribute your cover
song on streaming platforms, as it involves reproducing and distributing the
copyrighted composition.

How can I obtain a mechanical license for a cover
song?
You can obtain a mechanical license through licensing agencies such as the

Harry Fox Agency in the US, or services like Loudr and Easy Song Licensing
that facilitate cover song licensing.

How much does a mechanical license for a cover song
cost?

Mechanical license fees vary but are generally calculated per copy or stream,
often around 9.1 cents per physical or digital copy in the US, though rates
may differ internationally.

Can I make changes to the song under a mechanical
license for a cover?

Mechanical licenses typically allow you to perform and distribute the song as
is but do not usually permit significant changes to the lyrics or melody
without additional permission from the copyright owner.

Is a mechanical license the same as a synchronization
license?

No, a mechanical license covers audio reproductions and distributions like
CDs or digital downloads, while a synchronization license is required to use
a song in video content.

What happens if I release a cover song without a
mechanical license?

Releasing a cover song without a mechanical license is copyright infringement
and can lead to legal action, including fines, takedown notices, and
potential lawsuits.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Mechanical Licenses for Cover Songs: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth exploration of mechanical licenses, explaining



what they are and why they are essential for musicians who want to legally
record and distribute cover songs. It breaks down the process of obtaining
these licenses, the costs involved, and the legal implications. Ideal for
artists, producers, and music industry professionals seeking clarity on
licensing rules.

2. The Musician’s Handbook to Mechanical Licensing

Designed specifically for musicians, this handbook demystifies the
complexities of mechanical licensing for cover songs. It provides practical
advice on how to secure licenses, negotiate terms, and avoid common pitfalls.
The book also includes case studies and examples to illustrate best practices
in the music industry.

3. Cover Songs & Copyright: Navigating Mechanical Licenses

This book delves into the copyright laws that govern mechanical licenses for
cover songs. Readers will gain an understanding of the legal framework, the
role of agencies like the Harry Fox Agency, and the difference between
mechanical and synchronization licenses. It serves as a valuable resource for
anyone involved in creating or distributing cover music.

4. From Covers to Cash: Monetizing Your Music with Mechanical Licenses
Focusing on the business side, this book explains how independent artists and
labels can monetize cover songs through proper mechanical licensing. It
discusses royalty collection, licensing platforms, and strategies to maximize
revenue while staying compliant with copyright laws. The guide is packed with
tips for turning cover songs into a sustainable income source.

5. Legal Essentials for Cover Song Licensing

This concise guide covers the fundamental legal principles behind mechanical
licenses for cover songs. It addresses the rights of original songwriters,
the responsibilities of cover artists, and the steps needed to legally
release cover recordings. A must-read for anyone seeking a straightforward
legal overview without overwhelming jargon.

6. Mechanical Licenses Made Simple: A Musician’s Toolkit

A practical toolkit that breaks down the mechanical licensing process into
easy-to-follow steps. The book includes templates, checklists, and resources
to help musicians secure licenses quickly and efficiently. It’s an accessible
resource for both beginners and seasoned artists navigating cover song
licensing.

7. The Independent Artist’s Guide to Mechanical Licensing

Tailored for independent musicians, this guide explains how to handle
mechanical licenses without the backing of a major label. It covers digital
distribution, licensing agencies, and common challenges faced by indie
artists. The book offers actionable advice to help artists legally record and
release cover songs on various platforms.

8. Music Rights and Mechanical Licenses: Protecting Your Cover Songs

This book focuses on the intersection of music rights management and
mechanical licensing. It explains how cover artists can protect their
recordings while respecting the rights of original creators. Readers learn
about licensing agreements, royalty payments, and legal protections in the
cover song landscape.

9. Cover Song Licensing Demystified: A Step-by-Step Manual

A step-by-step manual that guides readers through the entire process of
obtaining mechanical licenses for cover songs. The book simplifies complex
legal concepts and provides clear instructions on paperwork, payment, and



distribution. It’s an essential resource for anyone new to cover song
licensing or looking to streamline their workflow.
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mechanical license for cover song: Kohn on Music Licensing, 5th Edition (Plan IL) Kohn,
2019-01-01 Whether you are a music publisher or songwriter looking to maximize the value of your
music catalog, or a producer, ad agency, or internet music service seeking to clear music rights for
products, performances, and other uses, the new Fifth Edition of Kohn On Music Licensing offers
you comprehensive and authoritative guidance. This one-of-a-kind resource takes you through the
various music licensing processes, type-by-type and step-by-step. In clear, coherent language, the
author, a seasoned attorney and executive in both the entertainment and high-tech industries,
provides detailed explanations of the many kinds of music licenses, identifies the critical issues
addressed in each, and offers valuable strategy and guidance to both rights owners and prospective
licensees. Kohn on Music Licensing, Fifth Edition: Walks the reader through the history of the music
publishing business, from Tin Pan Alley to the user-generated content phenomena of the present.
Dissects the songwriter agreement, providing the reader with a clause-by-clause analysis and
offering the best negotiating strategies to achieve the best possible outcome for their clients.
Analyses the newly enacted Music Modernization Act, signed into law in September 2018, which
significantly changed the way music is licensed in sound recordings in the United States. Guides the
reader through the complexities of co-publishing agreements, administration agreements, and
international subpublishing agreements, with a report on the rapidly changing music licensing
landscape in Europe. Takes on the intricacies of licensing music in sound recordings, from the
traditional CD format to the newer delivery methods, including downloads, streams, ringtones and
ringbacks--including the rates and terms used in the U.S., Canada and the United Kingdom.
Confronts the pitfalls of licensing music for audiovisual works (synchronization licenses) using
history as a guide, from the early talkies through streaming internet content. Explores new media
and its impact on the licensing process. Technological developments have forced the industry to
rethink licenses when dealing with video games, computer software, karaoke, and digital print
(including downloadable sheet music, lyric database websites, and digital guitar tabs.. Sizes up the
digital sampling controversy and offers up suggestions for negotiating licenses for digital samples.
Explores the ever-evolving concept of Fair Use and its application to the music industry. Provides
the reader with a look at the landscape of licensing fees, including going rates for synch, print, radio
& TV advertising, new media, and other licenses, to assist in negotiating the best rates for their
clients. Proven tips and suggestions, along with the most up-to-date analysis, are given for the
technical aspects of music licensing, from the perspective of both the rights owners and prospective
licensees, including How to clear a license Advice on maximizing the value of your music copyrights
Formalities of licensing Duration of copyright, renewal and termination of grants Typical fees And
much more Every chapter of Kohn on Music Licensing has been completely updated in this expanded
Fifth Edition. New topics include: The Music Modernization Act, enacted in 2018, which changed the
way music is licensed in sound recordings in the United States. Mechanical license fee regimes,
including rates for ringtones and on-demand streaming for U.S., Canada, and U.K. Webcasting rates
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in the U.S., Canada, and U.K. A discussion of the right of publicity in the context of digital sampling.
Print License chapter has an updated discussion on adaptation right as well as examines terms for
digital print, digital guitar tabs, etc. Custom musical arrangements are also covered. Synch License
chapter now covers terms for downloading and streaming of video. Previous Edition: Kohn on Music
Licensing, Fourth Edition, ISBN : 9780735590908

mechanical license for cover song: Music is Your Business Christopher Knab, Bartley F. Day,
2007 This book takes the mystery out of the music business! Music Is Your Business tells you who
does what in the music industry. Music industry veteran Christopher Knab's honest, no-nonsense
information will empower you to market and promote your music--whether you're an experienced
performer or just starting out. Learn how to attract distributors, get radio airplay, negotiate offers,
and create a demand for your music with topics like Con Jobs: Watch Out for the Flim Flam Man, 10
Reasons Why Musicians Fail (and How Not To), What A&R Reps Do, and Online Music Retailing.
Straight to the point legal chapters by entertainment attorney Bartley F. Day include Filing
Copyright Applications, Trademarking Band Names, and Making Sense of Recording Industry
Contracts. A sample distributor one-sheet, band tour and work schedule, band bio, and more! Newly
revised, updated, and 100 pages longer, the 3rd edition of Music Is Your Business is essential for
independent musicians and record labels.

mechanical license for cover song: Steal This Music Joanna Teresa Demers, 2010-01-25 Is
music property? Under what circumstances can music be stolen? Such questions lie at the heart of
Joanna Demers’s timely look at how overzealous intellectual property (IP) litigation both stifles and
stimulates musical creativity. A musicologist, industry consultant, and musician, Demers dissects
works that have brought IP issues into the mainstream culture, such as D] Danger Mouse’s “Grey
Album” and Mike Batt’s homage-gone-wrong to John Cage’s silent composition “4’33.” Demers also
discusses such artists as Ice Cube, DJ Spooky, and John Oswald, whose creativity is sparked by their
defiant circumvention of licensing and copyright issues. Demers is concerned about the fate of
transformative appropriation—the creative process by which artists and composers borrow from,
and respond to, other musical works. In the United States, only two elements of music are eligible
for copyright protection: the master recording and the composition (lyrics and melody) itself.
Harmony, rhythm, timbre, and other qualities that make a piece distinctive are virtually unregulated.
This two-tiered system had long facilitated transformative appropriation while prohibiting blatant
forms of theft. The advent of digital file sharing and the specter of global piracy changed everything,
says Demers. Now, record labels and publishers are broadening the scope of IP “infringement” to
include allusive borrowing in all forms: sampling, celebrity impersonation—even Girl Scout campfire
sing-alongs. Paying exorbitant licensing fees or risking even harsher penalties for unauthorized
borrowing have become the only options for some musicians. Others, however, creatively sidestep
not only the law but also the very infrastructure of the music industry. Moving easily between techno
and classical, between corporate boardrooms and basement recording studios, Demers gives us new
ways to look at the tension between IP law, musical meaning and appropriation, and artistic
freedom.

mechanical license for cover song: A Modern Approach to Naming Guitar Chords Joseph
Davis, 2020-09-07 Finally—an intuitive, single-source standardization for naming guitar chords in
the 21st century! A honing of guitar theory as a subcategory of music theory. Commonsense
approach to all things guitar chord, including how to label alternate chord voicings. New concepts,
including natural harmonics chords, unison chords, and octaval chords. A massive Instructional
Glossary with clear and precise definitions, benefiting both guitarists and music theorists alike.
Appendices containing 747 graphical guitar chord boxes and definitions for several guitar tunings:
Standard ¢ Open Major A/E ¢ Open Major G/D ¢ Drop D ¢ Double Drop D ¢ Bruce Palmer Modal
“Band of Witches” sample song sheet. Procedures for registering a copyright with the U.S. Copyright
Office. Introduction to U.S. copyright law’s fair use doctrine, including a comparison of mechanical
and sync licenses. Presented in an easy-to-read, connect-the-dots manner. An absolute must-read for
the guitarist wanting to transcribe new sound-creations into guitar chords. The only textbook needed



for a Progressive Guitar Theory 105 course. Though geared toward the needs of a seasoned
guitarist, this book contains a wealth of information that will benefit anyone, from the casual
campfire-strumming enthusiast to avid music theorists looking for a greater understanding of the
challenges facing non-sight-reading guitar players. Book Review: A soup-to-nuts guide for guitarists
looking for a comprehensive way to name and notate chords. Music theory and practicality are
sometimes at odds. For example, theory dictates that a chord must have three or more notes, but as
debut author Davis explains in his introduction, guitarists play two-note formations frequently, which
they must then label as chords when transcribing. As one gets deeper into theory, the conflicts can
get more complicated in terms of where a “root” note might lay in a chord sequence, or how a chord
might fit in a particular scale. Davis seeks to solve that quandary with a practical standard for
working guitarists. It’s a complicated task, and this book provides a lot of context for readers to
consider, explaining pitch, tuning, scales, and intervals, and even providing information on
copyrighting musical works. Along the way, he takes a lot of advanced ideas into account, such as
unaltered nonextended chords, unaltered extended chords, suspended nonextended chords, and the
like. Chances are that any guitarist who'’s attracted by the title of this book already knows enough to
follow these theoretical aspects. The author offers a process to make these concepts clearer, [to
Gatekeeper: my rewrite attends to the rest of the sentence & the next one] but it’s not a basic,
numbered list of steps. Readers with no education in theory may have to read passages several times
to put the level of detail into proper perspective [to Gatekeeper: this ends the portion of the Review I
fixed.]. A weekend warrior who’s happy banging out basic G-C-D or E-A-D progressions, for instance,
won't find much use for the theory, but those looking to move forward will find value in the first,
basic chapters and the massive appendices, which feature definitions of everything from Travis
picking to truss rods. For guitarists who write, the most useful aspect of this book may be the chord
guide, which includes voicings for both standard and alternate tunings. A complex manual for guitar
players who want to keep learning new things. -- Kirkus Reviews

mechanical license for cover song: A Modern Approach to Naming Guitar Chords 4th
Ed. Joseph Davis, 2023-01-03 Finally—an intuitive, single-source standardization for naming guitar
chords in the 21st century! A honing of guitar theory as a subcategory of music theory.
Commonsense approach to all things guitar chord, including how to label alternate chord voicings.
New concepts, including natural harmonics chords, unison chords, and octaval chords. A massive
Instructional Glossary with clear and precise definitions, benefiting both guitarists and music
theorists alike. Appendices containing 747 graphical guitar chord boxes and definitions for several
guitar tunings: * Standard ¢ Open Major A/E * Open Major G/D ¢« Drop D ¢ Double Drop D ¢ Bruce
Palmer Modal “Band of Witches” sample song sheet. Procedures for registering a copyright with the
U.S. Copyright Office. Introduction to U.S. copyright law’s fair use doctrine, including a comparison
of mechanical and sync licenses. Presented in an easy-to-read, connect-the-dots manner. An absolute
must-read for the guitarist wanting to transcribe new sound-creations into guitar chords. The only
textbook needed for a Progressive Guitar Theory 105 course. Though geared toward the needs of a
seasoned guitarist, this book contains a wealth of information that will benefit anyone, from the
casual campfire-strumming enthusiast to avid music theorists looking for a greater understanding of
the challenges facing non-sight-reading guitar players. Book Review: A soup-to-nuts guide for
guitarists looking for a comprehensive way to name and notate chords. Music theory and practicality
are sometimes at odds. For example, theory dictates that a chord must have three or more notes, but
as debut author Davis explains in his introduction, guitarists play two-note formations frequently,
which they must then label as chords when transcribing. As one gets deeper into theory, the
conflicts can get more complicated in terms of where a “root” note might lay in a chord sequence, or
how a chord might fit in a particular scale. Davis seeks to solve that quandary with a practical
standard for working guitarists. It's a complicated task, and this book provides a lot of context for
readers to consider, explaining pitch, tuning, scales, and intervals, and even providing information
on copyrighting musical works. Along the way, he takes a lot of advanced ideas into account, such as
unaltered nonextended chords, unaltered extended chords, suspended nonextended chords, and the



like. Chances are that any guitarist who’s attracted by the title of this book already knows enough to
follow these theoretical aspects. The author offers a process to make these concepts clearer, [to
Gatekeeper: my rewrite attends to the rest of the sentence & the next one] but it’s not a basic,
numbered list of steps. Readers with no education in theory may have to read passages several times
to put the level of detail into proper perspective [to Gatekeeper: this ends the portion of the Review I
fixed.]. A weekend warrior who’s happy banging out basic G-C-D or E-A-D progressions, for instance,
won’t find much use for the theory, but those looking to move forward will find value in the first,
basic chapters and the massive appendices, which feature definitions of everything from Travis
picking to truss rods. For guitarists who write, the most useful aspect of this book may be the chord
guide, which includes voicings for both standard and alternate tunings. A complex manual for guitar
players who want to keep learning new things. -- Kirkus Indie Reviews

mechanical license for cover song: A Modern Approach to Naming Guitar Chords - Edition 3
Joseph Davis, 2022-06-10 Finally—an intuitive, single-source standardization for naming guitar
chords in the 21st century! A honing of guitar theory as a subcategory of music theory.
Commonsense approach to all things guitar chord, including how to label alternate chord voicings.
New concepts, including natural harmonics chords, unison chords, and octaval chords. A massive
Instructional Glossary with clear and precise definitions, benefiting both guitarists and music
theorists alike. Appendices containing 747 graphical guitar chord boxes and definitions for several
guitar tunings: * Standard ¢ Open Major A/E * Open Major G/D * Drop D ¢ Double Drop D ¢ Bruce
Palmer Modal “Band of Witches” sample song sheet. Procedures for registering a copyright with the
U.S. Copyright Office. Introduction to U.S. copyright law’s fair use doctrine, including a comparison
of mechanical and sync licenses. Presented in an easy-to-read, connect-the-dots manner. An absolute
must-read for the guitarist wanting to transcribe new sound-creations into guitar chords. The only
textbook needed for a Progressive Guitar Theory 105 course. Though geared toward the needs of a
seasoned guitarist, this book contains a wealth of information that will benefit anyone, from the
casual campfire-strumming enthusiast to avid music theorists looking for a greater understanding of
the challenges facing non-sight-reading guitar players. Book Review: A soup-to-nuts guide for
guitarists looking for a comprehensive way to name and notate chords. Music theory and practicality
are sometimes at odds. For example, theory dictates that a chord must have three or more notes, but
as debut author Davis explains in his introduction, guitarists play two-note formations frequently,
which they must then label as chords when transcribing. As one gets deeper into theory, the
conflicts can get more complicated in terms of where a “root” note might lay in a chord sequence, or
how a chord might fit in a particular scale. Davis seeks to solve that quandary with a practical
standard for working guitarists. It's a complicated task, and this book provides a lot of context for
readers to consider, explaining pitch, tuning, scales, and intervals, and even providing information
on copyrighting musical works. Along the way, he takes a lot of advanced ideas into account, such as
unaltered nonextended chords, unaltered extended chords, suspended nonextended chords, and the
like. Chances are that any guitarist who’s attracted by the title of this book already knows enough to
follow these theoretical aspects. The author offers a process to make these concepts clearer, [to
Gatekeeper: my rewrite attends to the rest of the sentence & the next one] but it’s not a basic,
numbered list of steps. Readers with no education in theory may have to read passages several times
to put the level of detail into proper perspective [to Gatekeeper: this ends the portion of the Review I
fixed.]. A weekend warrior who’s happy banging out basic G-C-D or E-A-D progressions, for instance,
won’t find much use for the theory, but those looking to move forward will find value in the first,
basic chapters and the massive appendices, which feature definitions of everything from Travis
picking to truss rods. For guitarists who write, the most useful aspect of this book may be the chord
guide, which includes voicings for both standard and alternate tunings. A complex manual for guitar
players who want to keep learning new things. -- Kirkus Indie Reviews

mechanical license for cover song: How To Make It in the New Music Business Ari Herstand,
2023-01-17 Now Magazine: “Top 5 Music Business Books” Hailed as an “indispensable” guide
(Forbes), How to Make It in the New Music Business returns in a significantly revised and expanded



third edition. How to Make It in the New Music Business, since its first publication in 2016, has
become the go-to resource for musicians eager to make a living in a turbulent industry. Widely
adopted by ambitious individuals and music schools across the world and considered “the best
how-to book of its kind” (Music Connection), this essential work has inspired tens of thousands of
aspiring artists to stop waiting around for that “big break” and take matters into their own hands. In
this highly anticipated new edition, Ari Herstand reveals how to build a profitable career with the
many tools at our fingertips in the post-COVID era and beyond, from conquering social media and
mastering the digital landscape to embracing authentic fan connection and simply learning how to
persevere. This edition breaks down these phenomena and more, resulting in a timeless must-have
for anyone hoping to navigate the increasingly complex yet advantageous landscape that is the
modern music business.

mechanical license for cover song: How To Make It in the New Music Business: Practical
Tips on Building a Loyal Following and Making a Living as a Musician Ari Herstand, 2016-12-20 Ari
is at the front of the front. He gets it. I've read a hundred how-to-make-it-in-the-music-biz books, and
this one is today's definitive, comprehensive manual. —Jack Conte, 150+ million YouTube views,
Pomplamoose, CEO of Patreon Forget everything you think you know about the odds of “making it”
in the music industry. Today, odds mean nothing and success is not about lucky breaks. It’s about
conquering social media, mastering the art of merchandising and simply working harder and being
smarter than everyone else. We are living in the midst of an industry renaissance, one that has left
the record companies desperately struggling to maintain their prominence, as a subculture of
dedicated, DIY (do-it-yourself) musicians have taken over. These days talent is a given and success
has to be earned. In 2008, Ari Herstand boldly turned in his green Starbucks apron to his manager,
determined to make a living off his craft as a singer/songwriter. Almost a decade later, he has
become a founding member of the new DIY movement and a self-sustaining musician, all without the
help of a major label. Now, drawing from years of experience, Herstand has written the definitive
guide for other like-minded artists, the ones who want to forge their own path and not follow the
traditional markers of success, like record sales, hits on the radio or the amount of your label
advance. Incredibly comprehensive and brutally honest throughout, How to Make It in the New
Music Business covers every facet of the new business, including how to: Build a grass-roots fan
base—and understand the modern fan Book a profitable tour, and tips for playing live, such as
opening vs. headlining etiquette, and putting on a memorable show Become popular on YouTube,
Spotify and SoundCloud Get songs placed in film and television Earn royalties you didn’t know
existed and reach your crowdfunding goals Musicians will not only be introduced to all the tools
available today but will be shown how to effectively leverage them to actually make money. More
important, they will develop the mindset to be aware of new advancements both online and in the
real world and always stay in tune with a constantly evolving landscape. There has never been a
better time to be an independent musician. Today, fans can communicate with their idols by simply
picking up their phones, artists are able to produce studio-worthy content from their basement and
albums are funded not by record men but by generous, engaged supporters. As result, How to Make
It in the New Music Business is a must-have guide for anyone hoping to navigate the increasingly
complex yet advantageous landscape that is the modern music industry.

mechanical license for cover song: How To Make It in the New Music Business: Practical
Tips on Building a Loyal Following and Making a Living as a Musician (Second Edition) Ari
Herstand, 2019-11-05 Hailed as an “indispensable” guide (Forbes), How to Make It in the New
Music Business returns in this extensively revised and expanded edition. When How to Make It in
the New Music Business hit shelves in 2016, it instantly became the go-to resource for musicians
eager to make a living in a turbulent industry. Widely adopted by music schools everywhere and
considered “the best how- to book of its kind” (Music Connection), it inspired thousands to stop
waiting around for that “big break.” Now trusted as the leading expert for “do it yourself” artists, Ari
Herstand returns with this second edition, maintaining that a stable career can be built by taking
advantage of the many tools at our fi ngertips: conquering social media, mastering the art of



merchandising, embracing authentic fan connection, and simply learning how to persevere.
Comprehensively updated to include the latest online trends and developments, it offers inspiring
success stories across media such as Spotify and Instagram. The result is a must- have for anyone
hoping to navigate the increasingly complex yet advantageous landscape that is the modern music
industry.

mechanical license for cover song: The Enterprising Musician's Legal Toolkit David R.
Williams, 2020-09-15 The Enterprising Musician’s Legal Toolkit is a guide for navigating the
foundational decisions to effectively launch and successfully operate a creative enterprise. Using
accessible language, the book demystifies business and legal jargon and empowers entrepreneurial
musicians through step-by-step instructions. Expanding upon The Enterprising Musician’s Guide to
Performer Contracts, David R. Williams addresses: For-profit legal structures including sole
proprietorships, partnerships, limited liability companies, and corporationsAlternative business
models such as nonprofit organizations and newer, hybrid structures (B Corps, L3Cs, and Social
Purpose Corporations)Compliance mattersHow to protect your interests in artistic
collaborationsMusic licensing income streamsCopyright basics including steps for federal
registration The book also contains annotated samples of commonly-used music industry contracts
including independent contractor agreements, non-disclosure (confidentiality) agreements,
commission agreements, releases, and more.

mechanical license for cover song: Billboard , 2004-09-04 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.

mechanical license for cover song: Introduction to Music Publishing for Musicians
Bobby Borg, Michael Eames, 2025-02-04 Musicians and students of the new music industry: Want
the lowdown on making great music, promoting it, and protecting it—all while earning the royalties
you deserve? Introduction to Music Publishing for Musicians, Second Edition is the essential guide,
written by two seasoned musicians and industry pros. In this new edition, you'll discover: New Al
tools and how to use themNew Spotify (and other DSP) royalty ratesUpdated strategies for pitching,
placing and monetizing songsCutting-edge digital analytics for monitoring and promoting songsNew
developments for registering with collecting societies and organizations Updated strategies for
landing that major music publishing dealAnd so much more This book is organized into eight clear
and concise sections: 1) The Basics of Copyrights; 2) Types of Publishing Income; 3) Publishing
Companies and Types of Deals; 4) Creative Matters of Music Publishing; 5) Interviews with Today’s
Creative Pros; 6) Interviews with Today’s Business Pros; 7) Key Insights on Music Publishing’s
Future, and 8) It's a Wrap. Bobby Borg and Michael Eames have created a simple, easy-to-read
overview of today’s music publishing industry that is perfect for both students and working
musicians who want quick, up-to-date, credible, and relatable information so that they can get back
to doing what they like best: creating music!

mechanical license for cover song: Secrets of Negotiating a Recording Contract Moses
Avalon, 2010-05-15 Secrets of Negotiating a Record Contract is a Hal Leonard publication.

mechanical license for cover song: Understanding the Business of Entertainment
Gregory Bernstein, 2015-05-15 Understanding the Business of Entertainment: The Legal and
Business Essentials All Filmmakers Should Know is an indispensable guide to the business aspects of
the entertainment industry, providing the legal expertise you need to break in and to succeed.
Written in a clear and engaging tone, this book covers the essential topics in a thorough but
reader-friendly manner and includes plenty of real-world examples that bring business and legal
concepts to life. Whether you want to direct, produce, write, edit, photograph or act in movies, this
book covers how to find work in your chosen field and examines the key provisions in employment
agreements for creative personnel. If you want to make films independently, you'll find advice on
where to look for financing, what kinds of deals might be made in the course of production, and



important information on insurance, releases, and licenses. Other topics covered include:
Hollywood’s growth and the current conglomerates that own most of the media How specific
entertainment companies operate, including facts about particular studios and employee tasks. How
studios develop projects, manage production, seek out independent films, and engage in marketing
and distribution The kinds of revenues studios earn and how they account for these revenues How
television networks and new media-delivery companies like Netflix operate and where the digital
revolution might take those who will one day work in the film and TV business As an award- winning
screenwriter and entertainment attorney, Gregory Bernstein give us an inside look at the business of
entertainment. He proves that knowing what is behind filmmaking is just as important as the film
itself.

mechanical license for cover song: Making It Happen Hannah Trigwell, 2023-11-06 Making
It Happen is a comprehensive guide to navigating the modern music industry, that redefines what
‘making it’ means for musicians, and inspires and educates musicians on the different options for
generating revenue from their art. This book offers theoretical and practical advice on making
music, creating promotional content and embracing traditional and emerging social media platforms
into your marketing strategies. Through interviews with music industry experts, readers can expect
professional tips and advice, as well as clear instructions on how to build a dream team, make
content, share that work and grow an audience to enable long-term business sustainability. In the
modern music industry, having multiple revenue streams leads to a stable income. Making It Happen
offers unique insights into the innovations and technologies available to contemporary music
makers, making it essential reading for independent musicians, music business students, music
producers and marketers.

mechanical license for cover song: The Label Machine: Build Your Music Career With The
Record Label Model Nick Sadler, 2025-10-09 Whether you're launching a record label or taking your
music career into your own hands, the second edition of The Label Machine gives you a complete
system. It combines timeless industry knowledge with fresh insights into today’s fast-changing
landscape, including the use of Al, new licensing models, and current marketing strategies that
actually work. With the addition of the 360° Music System, artists will learn how to treat their
careers like a business, unlocking long-term fanbase growth, recurring income streams, and
professional-level releases. From mastering contracts to automating marketing funnels, it provides
the strategy and execution roadmap that the industry never hands you. If you're serious about music
as a business, The Label Machine is your playbook.

mechanical license for cover song: Introduction to the Music Industry Catherine
Fitterman Radbill, 2013 Introduction to the Music Industry: An Entrepreneurial Approach is an
introductory textbook that offers a fresh look at one of the fastest-changing businesses int eh world
today. Emphasizing the importance of entrepreneurial thinking for the music industry, this textbook
engages college-level students in learning the fundamentals of the music business while discovering
ways to shape the industry's future. Every chapter explores the inner workings of the music
industry, using creative problem-solving exercises, and inspiring stories of actual music
entrepreneurs. The textbook's companion website provides multimedia content, study guides, and an
instructor's manual with lesson plans and suggestions for assessing students' work.

mechanical license for cover song: The Indie Band Survival Guide Randy Chertkow, Jason
Feehan, 2025-08-22 [Chertkow and Feehan] are the ideal mentors for aspiring indie musicians who
want to navigate an ever-changing music industry. - Billboard Magazine Newly revised and
expanded, the acclaimed handbook for musicians looking to write, record, and promote without a
label More musicians are recording, distributing, marketing, and selling their own music now than
ever before in history. The Indie Band Survival Guide is the critically-acclaimed, do-it-yourself
modern classic that has been telling them how for years. In this up-to-the-moment edition, musicians
and web gurus, Randy Chertkow and Jason Feehan, cover everything musicians need to know.
Drawing on their in-the-trenches experiences, they tell musicians how to: - Sell on iTunes, Amazon,
and Spotify - Get played on radio, podcasts, and blogs - Effectively market on Facebook, Twitter, and




YouTube - Copyright, license, and make money - And much more This information exists nowhere
else. Chertkow and Feehan are pioneers in using the Internet to do what only labels could do in the
past and will help your band go from garage to global.

mechanical license for cover song: Summary of Ari Herstand's How To Make It in the New
Music Business Milkyway Media, 2024-01-25 Get the Summary of Ari Herstand's How To Make It in
the New Music Business in 20 minutes. Please note: This is a summary & not the original book. Ari
Herstand's How To Make It in the New Music Business offers a comprehensive guide for musicians
navigating the complexities of the industry. He emphasizes the importance of passion over fame,
authenticity, and personal satisfaction in music. Success is redefined as self-sufficiency rather than
superstardom, and musicians are encouraged to take control of their careers independently.
Herstand advises against relying on a big break or record deal, suggesting musicians use day jobs to
fund their careers and avoid backup plans that can dilute commitment...

mechanical license for cover song: Modern Recording ARTIST HANDBOOK Bernie
Capodici, 2021-02-15 In this book, I want to stress that following the steps will not ensure success in
the music business. Only your creativity can do that, but it will give you the opportunity to recoup
some of your investments of time and money, and if your fortunate, you may reach a certain level of
residual financial income. Here are simple step-by-step instructions. If followed as laid out, it will
give your compositions and you the protection you need.
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