mechanical thrombectomy cpt code

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code is a critical topic in the realm of medical billing and coding,
especially for healthcare providers specializing in interventional radiology and neurovascular
procedures. Mechanical thrombectomy, a procedure used primarily to remove blood clots from
arteries in the brain, has become a standard treatment for acute ischemic stroke. Understanding the
correct CPT (Current Procedural Terminology) codes associated with mechanical thrombectomy is
essential for accurate documentation, billing, and reimbursement. This article will delve into the
specifics of mechanical thrombectomy CPT codes, their applications, coding guidelines, and common
challenges faced by medical coders. Additionally, it will cover relevant coding tips and the importance
of compliance with payer requirements. The article aims to provide a comprehensive resource for
medical professionals, coders, and billing specialists seeking clarity on this complex but vital coding
area.
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Understanding Mechanical Thrombectomy CPT Codes

Mechanical thrombectomy CPT codes are specialized codes used to report the removal of blood clots
from blood vessels, particularly in the brain, using mechanical devices. These codes fall under the
interventional radiology and neurovascular surgery categories, reflecting the minimally invasive
nature of the procedure. Mechanical thrombectomy is primarily indicated for acute ischemic stroke
patients who have a large vessel occlusion, where rapid clot removal significantly improves patient
outcomes. Accurate coding of this procedure is crucial for reflecting the complexity and resources
involved, as well as for ensuring proper reimbursement. The CPT codes encapsulate various aspects
of the procedure, including catheter insertion, clot retrieval, and any adjunctive techniques used
during treatment.

Definition and Purpose of CPT Codes

CPT codes are standardized numeric codes developed and maintained by the American Medical
Association (AMA) to describe medical, surgical, and diagnostic services. They facilitate uniform
documentation and communication of procedures and services across healthcare providers, insurers,
and regulatory bodies. In the context of mechanical thrombectomy, CPT codes provide a detailed
classification of the treatment components, enabling precise billing and data collection for healthcare
analytics and quality monitoring.



Role of Mechanical Thrombectomy in Stroke Treatment

Mechanical thrombectomy has revolutionized the management of ischemic strokes caused by large
vessel occlusions. By physically removing the clot, this procedure can restore blood flow more rapidly
than pharmacological methods alone. This advancement has led to improved neurological outcomes
and reduced long-term disability. The CPT codes related to mechanical thrombectomy capture the
procedural complexity, emphasizing the importance of accurate coding in reflecting the clinical value
and resource utilization.

Coding Guidelines and Documentation Requirements

Proper coding of mechanical thrombectomy requires adherence to established guidelines and
comprehensive clinical documentation. Coders must ensure that the documentation supports the
selected CPT codes, reflecting the specifics of the procedure performed. Coding guidelines also
address whether certain codes can be reported together or if some are bundled, affecting billing
strategies and reimbursement.

Documentation Essentials

Thorough documentation is vital for supporting the use of mechanical thrombectomy CPT codes. The
medical record should include:

e Indication for the procedure, such as acute ischemic stroke confirmed by imaging
e Details of the vessel(s) involved and the extent of occlusion

» Specific devices and techniques used during the thrombectomy

e Complications, if any, and additional interventions performed

e Duration and complexity of the procedure

Compliance with Coding Rules

Coders must follow payer-specific rules and CPT manual instructions, especially regarding code
bundling and the use of modifiers. For example, some payers may require a modifier when multiple
procedures are performed or when the thrombectomy is part of a broader treatment plan.
Understanding National Correct Coding Initiative (NCCI) edits and Local Coverage Determinations
(LCDs) helps prevent claim denials and payment delays.

Common CPT Codes for Mechanical Thrombectomy

Several CPT codes are commonly used to report mechanical thrombectomy procedures. It is
important to select the most accurate code based on the procedural details and the anatomical site



treated. These codes are typically found in the range of interventional radiology and neurovascular
surgery sections of the CPT manual.

Primary CPT Codes

The primary CPT codes associated with mechanical thrombectomy include:
* 61645: Endovascular removal of embolus/thrombus, intracranial vessel(s), arterial

e 37184: Mechanical thrombectomy, percutaneous, arterial, intracranial

e 61644: Endovascular removal of embolus/thrombus, extracranial vessel(s), arterial

These codes differentiate between intracranial and extracranial vessels and whether the procedure is
performed via percutaneous access. Choosing the correct code depends on the location and approach
of the thrombectomy.

Supplementary Codes

Additional CPT codes may be reported alongside the primary thrombectomy code to capture related
procedures and services, such as:

e Catheter placement and angiography
e Use of stents or other devices

¢ Imaging guidance during the procedure

It is essential to verify that these supplementary codes are not bundled with the primary
thrombectomy code to avoid incorrect billing.

Billing and Reimbursement Considerations

Billing mechanical thrombectomy procedures involves understanding payer policies, reimbursement
rates, and the role of modifiers. Accurate coding directly influences the financial viability of providing
this advanced stroke treatment.

Payer Policies and Coverage

Insurance payers, including Medicare and private insurers, have specific policies governing the
coverage of mechanical thrombectomy. Typically, documentation must demonstrate medical
necessity, adherence to clinical guidelines, and proper procedural coding. Medicare Administrative
Contractors (MACs) may issue Local Coverage Determinations that specify criteria for coverage and
documentation requirements.



Use of Modifiers

Modifiers are used to provide additional information about the performed service, such as:

e Modifier 26 - Professional component
* Modifier 59 - Distinct procedural service

e Modifier 78 - Unplanned return to the operating room

Correct use of modifiers can prevent claim denials and ensure appropriate payment.

Challenges and Best Practices in Coding Mechanical
Thrombectomy

Coding mechanical thrombectomy presents challenges due to the complexity of the procedure and
evolving clinical guidelines. Staying updated on coding changes and payer requirements is essential
for accurate billing.

Common Coding Challenges

Some challenges include:

Distinguishing between intracranial and extracranial thrombectomy procedures

Identifying appropriate codes when multiple vessels are treated

Managing bundled services and identifying separately billable components

Ensuring documentation supports the level of complexity and interventions performed

Best Practices for Accurate Coding

To overcome these challenges, coders should:

1. Maintain current knowledge of CPT coding updates and payer policies
2. Collaborate closely with physicians to ensure comprehensive documentation
3. Use coding tools and resources such as coding manuals and electronic health records

4. Conduct regular audits and training to improve coding accuracy



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CPT code for mechanical thrombectomy?

The primary CPT code for mechanical thrombectomy is 61645, which is used for the removal of an
intracranial thrombus or embolus.

When should CPT code 61645 be used for mechanical
thrombectomy?

CPT code 61645 should be used when performing mechanical thrombectomy for acute ischemic
stroke to remove a thrombus or embolus from an intracranial artery.

Are there additional CPT codes to report with mechanical
thrombectomy?

Yes, additional codes such as 0232T (for transcatheter placement of intracranial stent) or 36228
(selective catheterization of cerebral arteries) may be reported alongside 61645 depending on the
procedures performed.

Is mechanical thrombectomy considered an outpatient or
inpatient procedure for CPT coding?

Mechanical thrombectomy can be performed in both inpatient and outpatient settings, but the CPT
coding (e.g., 61645) remains the same regardless of the setting.

Can mechanical thrombectomy CPT codes be billed with
thrombolytic therapy codes?

Yes, mechanical thrombectomy (61645) can be billed with thrombolytic therapy codes such as 37195,
but payers may have specific guidelines or bundling rules to consider.

Has the CPT coding for mechanical thrombectomy changed
recently?

There have been updates to the CPT codes related to mechanical thrombectomy over the years to
reflect new techniques and devices; it is important to consult the latest CPT code manual or payer
policies for the most current codes.

Additional Resources

1. Mechanical Thrombectomy: Techniques and Clinical Applications

This comprehensive book covers the latest advancements in mechanical thrombectomy procedures,
focusing on stroke intervention. It provides detailed descriptions of catheter-based techniques,
patient selection criteria, and post-procedure care. The book is designed for interventional



radiologists, neurologists, and neurosurgeons involved in endovascular therapy.

2. Understanding CPT Codes for Neurointerventional Procedures

A practical guide to coding and billing for neurointerventional procedures, including mechanical
thrombectomy. This book explains the nuances of CPT coding, documentation requirements, and
insurance reimbursement processes. It is an essential resource for medical coders, billers, and
healthcare providers aiming to optimize revenue cycles.

3. Endovascular Treatment of Acute Ischemic Stroke: A Clinical Manual

This manual details the endovascular approach to treating acute ischemic stroke, with emphasis on
mechanical thrombectomy techniques. It includes case studies, clinical protocols, and outcome
analysis. The book serves as a valuable tool for clinicians seeking to improve patient outcomes
through timely intervention.

4. Neurointerventional Surgery Coding and Compliance

Focused on compliance and coding accuracy, this book addresses the challenges of documenting
neurointerventional procedures such as mechanical thrombectomy. It provides guidance on CPT and
ICD-10 coding, audits, and regulatory updates. Healthcare administrators and coding professionals
will find this book highly relevant.

5. Mechanical Thrombectomy Devices: Design, Function, and Clinical Use

This text explores the engineering and clinical aspects of devices used in mechanical thrombectomy.
It reviews device types, mechanisms of clot retrieval, and comparative effectiveness studies.
Biomedical engineers and clinicians will benefit from the in-depth analysis of device innovations.

6. Stroke Intervention: A Multidisciplinary Approach to Mechanical Thrombectomy

Highlighting the teamwork required for successful stroke intervention, this book discusses the roles of
neurologists, radiologists, nurses, and rehabilitation specialists. It covers mechanical thrombectomy
protocols, patient management strategies, and post-procedure rehabilitation. The multidisciplinary
perspective helps improve overall patient care.

7. Billing and Reimbursement Strategies for Mechanical Thrombectomy

This guide addresses the financial aspects of mechanical thrombectomy, including CPT code
selection, payer policies, and appeals processes. It offers practical tips for maximizing reimbursement
while ensuring compliance with healthcare regulations. Revenue cycle managers and clinicians will
find this resource invaluable.

8. Advances in Acute Stroke Care: Mechanical Thrombectomy and Beyond

Focusing on recent advances in stroke treatment, this book discusses mechanical thrombectomy
alongside pharmacological therapies and emerging technologies. It reviews clinical trial data,
guidelines, and future directions in stroke care. Medical professionals interested in cutting-edge
stroke interventions will find this book insightful.

9. Clinical Neurovascular Anatomy and Mechanical Thrombectomy Procedures

This book provides an in-depth review of neurovascular anatomy essential for performing mechanical
thrombectomy safely and effectively. It combines anatomical illustrations with procedural techniques
and complication management. Trainees and practicing neurointerventionists will benefit from its
detailed anatomical focus.
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mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: Coders' Specialty Guide 2025: Cardiology/
Cardiothoracic Surgery AAPC, 2025-01-31 Find all the details you need to support each cardiology
coding decision How would you like to rule your workload with mastery of the 2025 CPT® and
HCPCS Level II procedure codes for cardiology? Now you can with the Coders' Specialty Guide
2025: Cardiology/Cardiothoracic Surgery. No need to flip through bulky coding books with this
specialty-specific and intelligently designed resource. All the information you need about a code is
organized for rapid access — ICD-10 cross references, RVUs, and NCCI edits, along with anatomical
illustrations, Medicare reimbursement details, and expert coding and billing guidance. Plus, a
description of the procedure in easy-to-understand terms, so you can confidently translate your
providers’ notes into the correct codes. Expedient your cardiology coding with these features:
Cardiology and cardiothoracic surgery CPT® and HCPCS Level II procedure and service codes,
including 2025 new and revised codes Official descriptors for Category I-III CPT® codes
Easy-to-follow lay term explanations of how physicians perform each procedure Expert coding and
billing tips for assigning specific CPT® codes Medicare reimbursement rates for physicians and
hospitals with facility and non-facility RVUs Modifier crosswalks showing applicable modifiers for
CPT® codes Pre-, post-, and intra-operative procedure indicators NCCI edits to check for bundling
conflicts ICD-10-CM-to-CPT® crosswalks to pin down medical necessity and reap maximum
reimbursement Complete code index to make searches quick and easy Dictionary-style headers for
fast navigation Detailed anatomical illustrations And more! Rely on the Coders' Specialty Guide
2025: Cardiology & Cardiothoracic Surgery for reporting accuracy and coding speed. *CPT® is a
registered trademark of the American Medical Association.
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mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: Physicians Fee & Coding Guide , 2011

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: Carotid Artery Disease Mark K. Eskandari, William H.
Pearce, 2010 Compilation of presentations on topics relating to carotid artery disease from the last
five symposia sponsored by the Division of Vascular Surgery, Feinberg School of Medicine,
Northwestern University, Chicago, Illinois, USA--Pref.

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: Office-Based Endovascular Centers Krishna M. Jain,
2019-11-17 Recent years have seen a rapidly increasing movement of endovascular treatment and
procedures away from hospital settings to outpatient venues (office-based labs). New technologies
offer enhanced capabilities that make it easier and more cost-effective to treat even complex cases
on an outpatient basis. Office-Based Endovascular Centers synthesizes the entire process of
operating an office-based practice - from regulation and legal issues through to business models and
optimal endovascular procedures - helping you ensure the best the possible outcomes for your
patients. - Provides expert guidance from Dr. Krishna M. Jain, an experienced vascular surgeon and
founding member of the Outpatient Endovascular and Interventional Society. - Covers all aspects of
opening and running an office-based endovascular center, including various models, regulations,
capital equipment, quality control, management of safety and complications, marketing and patient
satisfaction, and much more. - Discusses perspectives of the interventional cardiologist and
interventional radiologist, various types of procedures, certification and accreditation, and
conducting research in the center. - Consolidates today's available information and experience in
this timely area into one convenient resource.
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mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: Cpt professional 2025-2026 Elliot Spencer,
2025-09-12 CPT Professional 2025-2026 is the definitive resource for medical coding professionals,
students, and administrative assistants preparing for certification exams like the CMAA. In today’s
high-stakes healthcare landscape, precision and speed are non-negotiable. This book meets that
challenge head-on—demystifying the structure, application, and real-world usage of CPT codes
across all major categories, including surgery, radiology, anesthesia, pathology, and more. With
updated guidance reflecting the latest changes in Evaluation and Management (E/M) services and
coding compliance standards, this guide ensures you're never behind on current medical billing
regulations. Are you struggling to decode CPT® codes, overwhelmed by complex documentation
requirements, or worried about failing your medical billing and coding exam? You're not alone—and
this frustration could be holding back your career in one of the fastest-growing fields in healthcare.
Navigating the world of Current Procedural Terminology isn't just about memorizing five-digit
codes—it’s about mastering a professional language that drives communication between healthcare
providers, insurance payers, and regulatory bodies. If you've ever felt anxious staring at modifiers,
unsure which code applies, or worried about costly documentation errors, this is the guide that
changes everything. CPT Professional 2025-2026 is the definitive resource for medical coding
professionals, students, and administrative assistants preparing for certification exams like the
CMAA. In today’s high-stakes healthcare landscape, precision and speed are non-negotiable. This
book meets that challenge head-on—demystifying the structure, application, and real-world usage of
CPT codes across all major categories, including surgery, radiology, anesthesia, pathology, and
more. With updated guidance reflecting the latest changes in Evaluation and Management (E/M)
services and coding compliance standards, this guide ensures you're never behind on current
medical billing regulations. What sets this book apart is its human-centered approach. Through vivid
case studies, real-life coding scenarios, and time-sensitive practice questions, it doesn’t just teach
you codes—it trains your thinking. You'll learn how to avoid common pitfalls, understand nuanced
coding rules, and manage your time during exams, so you walk into the testing center with
confidence, not anxiety. Whether you're just starting out or refining your skills as a professional
coder, this guide adapts to your pace—offering clarity, context, and proven strategies grounded in
real clinical practice. If you're ready to transform complexity into clarity and pass your certification
exam with confidence, then now is the time to act. Don’t let another day go by feeling uncertain or
unprepared. Grab your copy of CPT Professional 2025-2026 today and take control of your future in
medical coding. Translator: Nicolle Raven PUBLISHER: TEKTIME

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: Hemodialysis Access Sherene Shalhub, Anahita Dua,
Susanna Shin, 2016-11-21 This comprehensive reference on the fundamentals of hemodialysis
access creation and advanced management for maintenance is designed to meet the needs of all
surgeons and physicians responsible for the treatment and care of patients undergoing dialysis. The
book opens by discussing every aspect of dialysis access planning, including selection of the right
access for the individual patient and access strategies. Hemodialysis access techniques, from the
most basic to the most complex and unconventional, are then described step by step, and guidance
is provided on follow-up. Detailed attention is also devoted to the challenging management of
specific complications of dialysis access surgery, including failing hemodialysis access. The book
includes a wealth of informative, high-quality images and illustrations, and the authors are
prominent vascular surgeons, transplant surgeons, general surgeons, nephrologists, and
interventional radiologists from across the United States.

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: Techniques and Outcomes in Endovascular
Surgery Jon Matsumura, Mark D. Morasch, William H. Pearce, James S. T. Yao, 2009

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: Current Procedural Terminology , 2010

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: Conquer Medical Coding 2018 Jean Juek, Stacey Mosay,
DaphneNeris, 2017-12-25 Take a real-world approach to coding that prepares you for the AAPC or
AHIMA certification exams and for professional practice in any health care setting. The book is also
a handy resource you can turn to throughout your career. Unique decision trees show you how to




logically assign a code. It's the only text that breaks down the decision-making process into a visual
and repeatable process! You'll learn exactly how to select the correct ICD-10, CPT, and HCPCS
codes. Each section parallels the Official Coding Guidelines, with a special emphasis on commonly
used codes. A wealth of learning tools and tips, along with critical-thinking exercises and real-life
case studies, provide the practice you need to master coding. Brief reviews of A&P and
pathophysiology put the codes into perfect context.

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: Cpt-4 Outpatient Coding Reference and Study
Guide 2012 Rhit Kobayashi, 2012-05

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: Cpt Changes 2001 Caryn Anderson, American Medical
Association, 2000-11 This annual title, the newest in the AMA's growing line of CPT coding
references, details and explains each of the more than 600 code changes found in CPT TM 2001.
Every new, revised or deleted code change is listed along with a detailed rationale for the change.
Guideline changes are also explained. CPT TM Changes 2001 also contains 15 illustrations and
clinical examples or vignettes, for every new code, to help coding professionals understand the
practical application for that code. Two at-a-glance tables detailing all of the new, revised, deleted
codes and guidelines for 2001 are also included.

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: Current 2003 Procedural Terminology Cpt
American Medical Association, 2002-12 The AMA's official and most comprehensive coding
resource! Our new and improved 2003 edition offers professional coders a straightforward approach
to procedural coding. Our book is the only one in the market with official CPT coding rules and
guidelines developed by the CPT Editorial Panel and used to define items that are necessary to
appropriately interpret and report medical procedures and services.

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: CPT Expert 2004 Medicode, Ingenix, 2003-12 The CPT.
Expert offers physicians' offices codes and icons denoting new, changed, and deleted language from
the latest release (CPT. 2004), plus information that will help the coder find and use the CPT. codes
more easily. An extensive index, terms to know, and other additions help clarify the codes and speed
assigning accurate codes. The product also provides valuable information about coding CPT. for
Medicare Part B.

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: Principles of Coding and Reimbursement for Surgeons
Mark Savarise, Christopher Senkowski, 2016-12-30 This text provides the in-depth understanding of
the mechanisms that guide coding and reimbursement. The text is meant to be useful to surgeons in
practice, both in general surgery and in surgical subspecialties; practice management teams of
surgical practices and to resident physicians in surgery. Part 1 of the text addresses the CPT coding
process, the relative valuation system (RVU), the ICD-9 and ICD-10 systems of classification,
Medicare Part B payment rules for physicians, the DRG system and Medicare Part A payment for
hospitals, alternative payment models, and the myriad of quality measures of importance to
surgeons. Part 2 of the text addresses specific coding in areas where surgeons historically have had
the most difficulty. This is not meant to substitute for the available texts, software or courses on
coding, but to provide the historical background and rationale for the specific coding rules.
Principles of Coding and Reimbursement for Surgeons will be of great value to general surgeons and
surgical subspecialists in private practice, academic institutions, and employed positions. It will
provide direction to management teams from practice and institutional levels. It is also of use to
surgical trainees and to researchers in health policy issues.

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: CPT Plus, 2002 American Medical Association,
Committee on Medicolegal Aspects, 2001-12 Current procedural terminology codes and instructions
for use.

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: CPT Plus! Millennium Edition Practice Management
Information Corporat, 2002-12 Current procedural terminology codes and instruction for their use.

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: 2004 Cpt Professional Edition American Medical
Association, 2003-10 - New - Category II supplemental tracking codes and information for
performance measurement - All 2004 codes, modifiers and guidelines including deleted codes for



2004 - Color-coded symbol and highlight indicates new and revised text - Summary of additions,
deletions and revisions in Appendix B. Deleted codes for 2004 appear with a strikeout to help the
user code claims from 2003, and new text appears underlined. This provides a quick reference to
2004 changes without having to refer to previous editions for the original code language. - Place of
Service Codes with facility name and description. These codes are used on professional claims to
specify the entity where service(s) are rendered. - Color-bleed bars and thumb-notch tabs help you
quickly located code sections - Procedural and anatomical illustrations help to visually confirm
procedures being coded. - Color-coded keys make identifying section headings, subsections, code
changes, and coding alerts easier. - Color-coded symbol directs you to the exact issue of CPT
Assistant, the AMA's premier coding newsletter or CPT Changes publications that contain in-depth
information you need to code accurately.

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: Vascular Access Samuel E. Wilson, 2010 This practical
and comprehensive book provides how-to information on all aspects of access to the vascular system
for hemodialysis, parenteral nutrition, chemotherapy, and resuscitation. Preoperative evaluation,
operations, noninvasive procedures, complications, and other aspects are detailed. This edition
provides increased coverage of non-interventional techniques and includes new chapters on
management of thrombophilia in hemodialysis patients; modulation of the immune system to prevent
myointimal hyperplasia; synthetic grafts; venous outflow stenting for salvage of vascular access
procedures; and ultrasound in vascular access procedures. This book is essential for all clinicians
treating patients who require vascular access, including vascular surgeons, general surgeons,
nephrologists, dialysis technicians and nurses, radiologists, and cardiologists.

mechanical thrombectomy cpt code: Journal of AHIMA , 2008
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the archives of various ancient and medieval societies. The six classic simple machines were known
in the ancient Near Eas



Mechanical Contractors in Lafayette, LA - The Real Yellow Pages From Business: Star Service
is a progressive HVAC contractor founded in 1952. We are committed to providing excellent service,
maintenance and design-build of air conditioning 2.

Mechanical Engineering 4-Year Plan Find more information and see all MCHE degree plan
options

Moulis Mechanical | Home We are a locally owned and family operated business since 1984. Our
top qualified staff is ready and willing to assist with any project, no matter the requirements. For
over 30 years we have

Preferred Group | Mechanical, Civil & Ironworks | Central Louisiana Preferred Group
specializes in mechanical, civil, and ironworks construction for your commercial, industrial, or
municipal needs. Contact us for a quote
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