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math placement uc davis is a crucial step for incoming students to ensure
they enroll in the appropriate mathematics courses that match their skill
level and academic goals. Proper math placement helps students avoid
unnecessary repetition of material, ensures readiness for required courses,
and supports academic success at the University of California, Davis. This
article provides a comprehensive overview of the math placement process at UC
Davis, including placement exams, alternative assessment options,
implications for course enrollment, and resources available to students.
Understanding the math placement UC Davis system is essential for new
students, transfer students, and those looking to fulfill math prerequisites
efficiently. Below, the article outlines the key aspects of math placement at
UC Davis, guiding students through the steps and considerations involved.
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Understanding Math Placement at UC Davis
Math placement at UC Davis is designed to assess students’ mathematical
skills and knowledge to place them into the most appropriate course level.
The system ensures that students enter courses where they can succeed without
being overwhelmed or under-challenged. The placement process affects both
first-year freshmen and transfer students and plays a significant role in
meeting the mathematics requirements for various majors.

Purpose of Math Placement UC Davis
The primary purpose of math placement UC Davis is to evaluate a student’s
readiness for university-level mathematics courses. Accurate placement helps
prevent students from enrolling in courses that are too basic or too
advanced, which can impact their academic progression and graduation
timeline. The placement process also aligns with UC Davis’s commitment to
student success and retention.



Who Needs to Complete Math Placement?
All incoming UC Davis students who plan to take math courses or who have math
requirements must complete the math placement process. This includes:

First-year freshmen without Advanced Placement (AP) or International
Baccalaureate (IB) math credits

Transfer students without transferable math coursework

Students changing majors that require different math prerequisites

Math Placement Exam Details
The math placement exam is the primary tool used by UC Davis to determine a
student’s math level. It is a timed, online assessment that measures
proficiency in algebra, precalculus, and other foundational topics. The exam
results directly influence the placement recommendations.

Format and Content of the Placement Exam
The UC Davis math placement exam typically covers a range of topics essential
for success in calculus and related courses. The content generally includes:

Algebraic expressions and equations

Functions and their properties

Trigonometry basics

Precalculus concepts

Basic statistics and probability (depending on the intended course)

The format consists of multiple-choice and short-answer questions, designed
to assess both conceptual understanding and problem-solving skills.

Timing and Access
The placement exam is available online through the UC Davis testing platform
prior to the start of the academic term. Students are encouraged to complete
the exam early to have sufficient time for course registration adjustments
based on their placement results.



Alternative Placement Methods
UC Davis recognizes that some students may demonstrate math proficiency
through other means than the placement exam. Alternative placement options
are available, which can exempt students from the exam or influence their
placement.

Advanced Placement (AP) and International
Baccalaureate (IB) Scores
Students with AP Calculus AB or BC exam scores of 3 or higher, or IB Higher
Level Mathematics scores meeting UC Davis standards, may receive credit that
satisfies placement requirements. These scores often allow students to bypass
lower-division math courses and enroll directly in higher-level classes.

Transfer Credit Evaluation
Transfer students who have completed math courses at other accredited
institutions may submit transcripts for evaluation. If the coursework aligns
with UC Davis’s curriculum and standards, students may be placed accordingly
without taking the placement exam.

Other Standardized Tests
In some cases, scores from standardized tests like the SAT Math Subject Test
or ACT Math may be considered for placement decisions, although this is less
common compared to AP or IB credits.

Impact of Placement on Course Enrollment
Math placement UC Davis significantly influences the courses students can
register for during their first term. Proper placement ensures students
satisfy major prerequisites and general education requirements efficiently.

Course Options Based on Placement Levels
Based on placement results, students may be directed to enroll in various
math courses, such as:

Mathematics 17 (Precalculus)

Mathematics 21A (Calculus for Life Sciences)



Mathematics 22A/B (Calculus for Physical Sciences and Engineering)

Mathematics 16A (Algebra and Trigonometry review)

Each course serves different academic tracks and majors, so accurate
placement is crucial to aligning with degree requirements.

Consequences of Incorrect Placement
Incorrect placement can lead to several academic challenges, including:

Enrolling in courses that are too difficult, resulting in poor grades or1.
withdrawal

Repeating content already mastered, prolonging time to graduation2.

Delays in meeting prerequisite sequences for major progression3.

Preparing for Math Placement at UC Davis
Preparation is key to performing well on the math placement exam and securing
the best possible placement. Students should familiarize themselves with the
exam content and review fundamental concepts.

Study Resources and Practice Tests
UC Davis offers several resources to help students prepare for math
placement, including:

Practice exams and sample questions available on the university’s math
department website

Online tutorials covering algebra, trigonometry, and precalculus topics

Workshops or review sessions offered during orientation or before the
term begins

Tips for Successful Placement
Effective strategies for math placement success include:



Reviewing previous math coursework thoroughly, especially algebra and
trigonometry

Taking timed practice exams to simulate test conditions

Utilizing campus tutoring centers and academic support services

Ensuring a quiet, distraction-free environment when taking the exam

Additional Resources and Support
UC Davis provides ongoing support to students to help them navigate math
placement and succeed in their math courses.

Academic Advising and Counseling
Academic advisors assist students in understanding placement results,
selecting appropriate courses, and planning their academic trajectory to meet
degree requirements efficiently.

Tutoring and Supplemental Instruction
The university offers tutoring centers, math labs, and supplemental
instruction sessions where students can receive personalized help and
reinforce math concepts relevant to their courses.

Online Help and Forums
Students can access online resources, discussion forums, and virtual tutoring
to supplement their learning and address specific math challenges encountered
during their studies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the math placement test at UC
Davis?
The math placement test at UC Davis is designed to assess incoming students'
math skills to place them in the appropriate math course that matches their
current knowledge and abilities.



Is the math placement test required for all incoming
UC Davis students?
Most incoming UC Davis students who plan to take math courses need to
complete the math placement assessment, especially those who have not yet
satisfied the math requirement or want to enroll in higher-level math
classes.

How can I prepare for the UC Davis math placement
test?
Preparation can include reviewing algebra, precalculus, and other
foundational math topics. UC Davis often provides sample questions and study
guides on their website to help students prepare.

When should I take the math placement test for UC
Davis?
Students are typically advised to take the math placement test before
enrolling in classes, often during the summer before their first quarter at
UC Davis.

Can I retake the math placement test at UC Davis if
I am unhappy with my score?
Yes, UC Davis usually allows students to retake the math placement test, but
there may be limits on the number of attempts or specific timeframes when
retakes are allowed.

How does UC Davis determine math placement from the
test results?
UC Davis uses a combination of math placement test scores, high school
coursework, and standardized test scores (if available) to determine the most
suitable math course placement for each student.

Are there any exemptions from the math placement
test at UC Davis?
Students who have completed certain advanced math courses or have qualifying
scores on standardized tests like the AP Calculus exam may be exempt from the
placement test.

Where can I find the math placement test for UC



Davis?
The math placement test is typically administered online through the UC Davis
Division of Undergraduate Education or the Mathematics Department's placement
website.

What math courses can I be placed into after the UC
Davis math placement test?
Depending on your placement test results, you may be placed into courses
ranging from basic algebra and precalculus to calculus sequences and more
advanced math classes relevant to your major.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Math Placement Tests: Strategies for UC Davis Success
This book provides targeted strategies and practice problems designed
specifically for students preparing for UC Davis math placement exams. It
covers foundational topics such as algebra, precalculus, and calculus
concepts, ensuring a thorough review. The step-by-step solutions help
students build confidence and improve problem-solving skills needed to place
into the correct math course.

2. UC Davis Math Placement Exam Prep: A Comprehensive Guide
A comprehensive guide tailored for UC Davis students, this book covers all
the key topics tested in the math placement exam. It includes diagnostic
tests, detailed explanations, and practice questions that simulate the actual
exam environment. The author emphasizes understanding core concepts to
facilitate accurate placement and academic success.

3. Algebra and Beyond: Preparing for UC Davis Math Placement
Focused primarily on algebraic skills, this book helps students strengthen
their understanding of equations, inequalities, functions, and graphing. It
also introduces higher-level topics that commonly appear on the UC Davis math
placement test. Clear examples and practice exercises make it an ideal
resource for students aiming to excel on the exam.

4. Precalculus Essentials for UC Davis Placement
This book is designed for students who need to review or learn precalculus
topics before taking the UC Davis math placement test. It covers functions,
trigonometry, exponential and logarithmic expressions, and other essential
concepts. The concise explanations and practice problems support effective
study and readiness for the placement exam.

5. Calculus Readiness: UC Davis Math Placement Preparation
Intended for students aiming to place directly into calculus courses at UC
Davis, this book reviews key prerequisites such as limits, derivatives, and
basic integrals. It offers practice problems that reflect the style and
difficulty of questions on the placement exam. The clear instructional



approach helps students build the necessary skills for success in calculus.

6. Math Placement Practice Tests for UC Davis Students
This title provides multiple full-length practice tests modeled after the UC
Davis math placement exam. Each test comes with detailed answer explanations
to help students understand their mistakes and learn effectively. It is an
excellent tool for self-assessment and timed practice to build test-taking
stamina.

7. Essential Math Skills for UC Davis Placement Exams
Covering fundamental math skills such as arithmetic, fractions, decimals, and
basic algebra, this book prepares students for the lower-level content that
may appear on the UC Davis placement test. The book’s clear layout and
practical exercises make it suitable for students needing to refresh their
math basics before attempting higher-level problems.

8. Step-by-Step Solutions for UC Davis Math Placement
This book offers detailed, step-by-step solutions to common and challenging
problems found on the UC Davis math placement test. It helps students develop
a systematic problem-solving approach and understand the reasoning behind
each step. Ideal for learners who benefit from seeing thorough worked
examples.

9. Success in UC Davis Math Placement: Tips and Tricks
Focusing on strategies beyond content knowledge, this guide provides test-
taking tips, time management techniques, and stress reduction methods
tailored for the UC Davis math placement exam. It aims to help students
approach the test with confidence and maximize their performance through
effective preparation habits.
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unvarnished critiques of their work. College Knowledge confronts this problem by looking at the
disconnect between what high schools do and what colleges expect and proposes a solution by
identifying what students need to know and be able to do in order to succeed. The book is based on
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entry-level university courses. Based on the project's findings - and interviews with students, faculty,
and staff - this groundbreaking book delineates the cognitive skills and subject area knowledge that
college-bound students need to master in order to succeed in today's colleges and universities.
These Standards for Success cover the major subject areas of English, mathematics, natural
sciences, social sciences, second languages, and the arts.
  math placement uc davis: Teaching Secondary Mathematics David Rock, Douglas K.
Brumbaugh, 2013-02-15 Solidly grounded in up-to-date research, theory and technology, Teaching
Secondary Mathematics is a practical, student-friendly, and popular text for secondary mathematics
methods courses. It provides clear and useful approaches for mathematics teachers, and shows how
concepts typically found in a secondary mathematics curriculum can be taught in a positive and
encouraging way. The thoroughly revised fourth edition combines this pragmatic approach with
truly innovative and integrated technology content throughout. Synthesized content between the
book and comprehensive companion website offers expanded discussion of chapter topics, additional
examples and technological tips. Each chapter features tried-and-tested pedagogical techniques,
problem solving challenges, discussion points, activities, mathematical challenges, and student-life
based applications that will encourage students to think and do. New to the 4th edition: A fully
revised and updated chapter on technological advancements in the teaching of mathematics
Connections to both the updated NCTM Focal Points as well as the new Common Core State
Standards are well-integrated throughout the text Problem solving challenges and sticky questions
featured in each chapter to encourage students to think through everyday issues and possible
solutions. A fresh interior design to better highlight pedagogical elements and key features A
companion website with chapter-by-chapter video lessons, teacher tools, problem solving Q&As,
helpful links and resources, and embedded graphing calculators.
  math placement uc davis: From High School to College Michael W. Kirst, 2004-04-30
Publisher Description
  math placement uc davis: Teaching Secondary Mathematics Douglas K. Brumbaugh, David
Rock, 2006 Grounded in research and theory, this text for secondary mathematics methods courses
provides useful models of how concepts typically found in a secondary mathematics curriculum can
be delivered, so that students develop a positive attitude about learning and using mathematics in
their daily lives.
  math placement uc davis: Resources in Education , 1994
  math placement uc davis: California Notes , 1994
  math placement uc davis: 2010-2011 College Admissions Data Sourcebook West Edition ,
2010-09
  math placement uc davis: ESL Transfer Student Success Maren Lydia Tubb, 1998
  math placement uc davis: Mathematics of Planet Earth Hans Kaper, Christiane Rousseau,
2015-03-31 Our planet faces many challenges. In 2013, an international partnership of more than
140 scientific societies, research institutes, and organizations focused its attention on these
challenges. This project was called Mathematics of Planet Earth and featured English- and
French-language blogs, accessible to nonmathematicians, as part of its outreach activities. This book
is based on more than 100 of the 270 English-language blog posts and focuses on four major themes:
A Planet to Discover; A Planet Supporting Life; A Planet Organized by Humans; A Planet at
Risk.--[Source inconnue].
  math placement uc davis: Final Report on an Evaluation of the California Mathematics
Diagnostic Testing Project John Richard Novak, 1996
  math placement uc davis: Complete Book of Colleges, 2011 Edition Princeton Review (Firm),
2010-08-03 Lists more than 1,600 colleges and universities and provides information about
admissions and academic programs.
  math placement uc davis: Applied Mechanics Reviews , 1987
  math placement uc davis: Our School Joanne Jacobs, 2025-09-23 Honest, engaging, and
inspiring, Our School tells the story of Downtown College Prep, a public charter high school in San



Jose that recruits underachieving students and promises to prepare them for four-year colleges and
universities. The average student enters ninth grade with fifth-grade reading and math skills. Many
have slid through school without doing homework. Some barely speak English. Tracking the
innovative and pioneering program, award-winning journalist Joanne Jacobs follows the young
principal who tries to shake the hand of every student each day, the dedicated teachers who inspire
teens to break free from their histories of failure, and the immigrant parents who fight to protect
their children from gangs. Capturing our hearts are the students who overcome tremendous odds:
Roberto, who struggles to learn English; Larissa, a young mother; Pedro, who signals every mood
change with a different hair cut; Selena, who's determined to use college as her escape from
drudgery; the girls of the very short, never-say-die basketball team; and the Tech Challenge
competitors. Some will give up on their dreams. Those who stick with the school will go on to
college. This gritty yet hopeful book provides a new understanding of what makes a school work and
how desire, pride, and community-- ganas, orgullo, and communidad--can put students on track for
success in life.
  math placement uc davis: A Guide to Detracking Math Courses Angela Torres, Ho Nguyen,
Elizabeth Hull Barnes, Laura Wentworth, 2023-05-03 Create a pathway to equity by detracking
mathematics The tracked mathematics system has been operating in US schools for decades.
However, research demonstrates negative effects on subgroups of students by keeping them in a
single math track, thereby denying them access to rigorous coursework needed for college and
career readiness. The journey to change this involves confronting some long-standing beliefs and
structures in education. When supported with the right structures, instructional shifts, coalition
building, and educator training and support, the detracking of mathematics courses can be a
primary pathway to equity. The ultimate goal is to increase more students’ access to and
achievement in higher levels of mathematics learning–especially for students who are historically
marginalized. Based on the stories and lessons learned from the San Francisco Unified School
District educators who have talked the talk and walked the walk, this book provides a model for all
those involved in taking on detracking efforts from policymakers and school administrators, to math
coaches and teachers. By sharing stories of real-world examples, lessons learned, and prompts to
provoke discussion about your own context, the book walks you through: Designing and gaining
support for a policy of detracked math courses Implementing the policy through practical shifts in
scheduling, curriculum, professional development, and coaching Supporting and improving the
policy through continuous research, monitoring, and maintenance. This book offers the big ideas
that help you in your own unique journey to advance equity in your school or district’s mathematics
education and also provides practical information to help students in a detracked system thrive.
  math placement uc davis: Handbook of Education Policy Research Gary Sykes, Barbara
Schneider, David N. Plank, 2012-09-10 Co-published by Routledge for the American Educational
Research Association (AERA) Educational policy continues to be of major concern. Policy debates
about economic growth and national competitiveness, for example, commonly focus on the
importance of human capital and a highly educated workforce. Defining the theoretical boundaries
and methodological approaches of education policy research are the two primary themes of this
comprehensive, AERA-sponsored Handbook. Organized into seven sections, the Handbook focuses
on (1) disciplinary foundations of educational policy, (2) methodological perspectives, (3) the policy
process, (4) resources, management, and organization, (5) teaching and learning policy, (6) actors
and institutions, and (7) education access and differentiation. Drawing from multiple disciplines, the
Handbook’s over one hundred authors address three central questions: What policy issues and
questions have oriented current policy research? What research strategies and methods have proven
most fruitful? And what issues, questions, and methods will drive future policy research? Topics such
as early childhood education, school choice, access to higher education, teacher accountability, and
testing and measurement cut across the 63 chapters in the volume. The politics surrounding these
and other issues are objectively analyzed by authors and commentators. Each of the seven sections
concludes with two commentaries by leading scholars in the field. The first considers the current



state of policy design, and the second addresses the current state of policy research. This book is
appropriate for scholars and graduate students working in the field of education policy and for the
growing number of academic, government, and think-tank researchers engaged in policy research.
For more information on the American Educational Research Association, please visit:
http://www.aera.net/.
  math placement uc davis: Integer Programming and Combinatorial Optimization Michel
Goemans, José Correa, 2013-03-12 This book constitutes the proceedings of the 16th International
Conference on Integer Programming and Combinatorial Optimization, IPCO 2013, held in
Valparaíso, Chile, in March 2013. The 33 full papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected
from 98 submissions. The conference is a forum for researchers and practitioners working on
various aspects of integer programming and combinatorial optimization with the aim to present
recent developments in theory, computation, and applications. The scope of IPCO is viewed in a
broad sense, to include algorithmic and structural results in integer programming and combinatorial
optimization as well as revealing computational studies and novel applications of discrete
optimization to practical problems.
  math placement uc davis: Race, Class, and Choice in Latino/a Higher Education Sarah M
Ovink, 2016-11-12 This book is an in-depth study which examines the lives of fifty ambitious Latino/a
high school seniors in the San Francisco East Bay Area, following their entrance into college and
career pathways over several years. This book examines the social forces that contributed to
near-universal college attendance among these mostly low-income Latinos/as, all of whom attended
fairly typical public schools. In an era of increased economic insecurity, decreased funding for
schools, and rising college tuition, this book provides a balanced look at the individual choices and
systemic constraints influencing today’s “college-for-all” orientation, while pointing the way toward
possibilities for making college pathways smoother for all.
  math placement uc davis: The Complete Book of Colleges, 2012 Edition Princeton Review
(Firm), 2011-08-15 Presents a comprehensive guide to 1,571 colleges and universities, and includes
information on academic programs, admissions requirements, tuition costs, housing, financial aid,
campus life, organizations, athletic programs, and student services.
  math placement uc davis: The College Handbook College Entrance Examination Board,
1999 Presents information on 4-year colleges and universities and 2-year community colleges and
technical schools.
  math placement uc davis: The College Board College Handbook 2000 College Board, College
Board Staff, 1999-08-31 With this guide and College Explorer CD-ROM, students can get in-depth
information about colleges, including admission policies, academic requirements, application
deadlines, acceptance rates and many more details.
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